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r Actors National Protective Union of| 
MMRROEEN fhe ie toa de aa | 11 | Harry DeVeaux, 8 Union Square, New 
| } York City. 
Asbestos Workers of America, Na-| | } 
tional Association of Heat, Frost,| | a 
General Insulators and......... } 1 5 | Andrew a Kennedy, 3522 Paulina st., Chi- 
| a 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers, ee | ~ 2a 45, 161 Randolph st., Chi- 
International Union of........--| 2] 55 | John’ Weber, 518 Sixth st. N. E., Wash- 
| } ington, D. C. 
| 61| W. E. Elapetshy, P. O. Box 976, Los 
| | » Angeles, Cal ‘ 
| | y X. 
Barbers International Union, Jour-| al I py Noschang, P. O. Box 397, Al- 
HOWE v0.5 vive ectedscs seseee) | | 60 | cS. Shanessy, 603 Burlington Bldg., 
| | | 40 
} | 60} Jacob Fischer, P. O. Box 107, Indianapo- 
| | lis, Ind. 
Bill Posters and Billers of A> | Ds 
National Alliance ......cceccces | 1 14 Thos. A. Sheehan, 120 E. 27th st., New 
| 31 | +o Kline, 585 Monon Bldg., Chicago, 
Blacksmiths, International Brother: 3 | 31 | Wm. J. Dougherty, 462 Genesee st., Buf- 
hood Of... .eeeeeereees a falo, N. Y. 
| 31 | John J. Mockler, 540 No. Farm Avenue, 
| | Webster Grove, Mo. 
oa | 53 | George F. Dunn, A aan Portsmouth Bldg., 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Build-| , co | qyansas City, Ka ‘ . 
ers of America, Brotherhood of..| 3 | 52 | Thos. H. Flynn, 20 Maple Terrace, Pitts- 


burg, Pa. 
52) W. L. A. Johnson, Topeka, Kan. 
rnational Brother- | | E 
oH Sone yee he vsebees avid 1 89 | Robert Glockling, 4 Emerson Avenue, To- 
| | ronto, Ont. 
64 | - F. Tobin, 246 Summer street, Boston, 
Mass. 
| 64 | Charles L. Bain, 246 Summer street, Bos- 
| | ton, Mass. 
. . ra 64 | William Tateman, 29 E. 12th street, Cin- 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union..... Ged) cinnati, O. 
| } 64 | John D. Dullea, 61 Exchange street, Lynn, 
| Mass. 
| | 64| Warren M. Hatch, 23 First Parish Bldg., 
| Brockton, Mass. 


Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Work i 
49\ Frank Butterworth, 711 Preston street, 

ers Alliance, International. oo 1 | 43 Philadelphia, Pa. 

| 34 | F. M. Ryan, American Central Life Build- 
ing, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Bridge and Structural Iron Work-| , | 33 | John T. Butler, 116 E. North street, Buf- 

ers, International Association of.| ° talon 'N 

33; D. F. Dwyer, 834 Santa Clara avenue, 
Alameda, Cal. 


rove | Frank Duffy, P. O. Box 187, Indianapolis, 
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| | | ove | T..M. Guerin, 290 Second avenue, Troy, 
| | New York. 
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Carpenters and ipnees of A., United) | o7g | Wm. D. Huber, State Life Building, In- 
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Carpenters and Joiners, Amalga- 
mated Society ...+-+seeeeereeee| 


Carriage and Wagon Workers, In-; 
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Cement Workers, American Brother- 
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Clerks International pienocentade As- 
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Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
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Coopers International Bapesees of 
North America ..... Pe eee 


Electrical Workers of a ° In- 
ternational Brotherhood of. 
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Blevator Constructors, ee 
Union 0f .cseceoce cececcccecces 


Firemen, International Brotherhood 
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ternational Association of Steam 
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Flour and Cereal Mill Employes, 
International Union ..... 
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29 | Herbert Crampton, 28 Abbott Court, Chi- 


cago, Ill y 
C. A. Nelson, 1590 21st avenue South, 
San Francisco, Cal. 


| John H. Brinkman, 520 Sixth street N. 


W,. Washington, D. C 


Ff. C. Gengenback, 248 South Green strect, 


Chicago, Ill. 
P. H. Malloy, 248 South Green street, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Samuel Gompers 423 G street N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

Thos. F. Tracy, 11 Appleton street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

J. Mahlon Barnes, 269 Dearborn street, 
Boylston Bldg., Chicago, III. 

yeorge R. French, 418 Center street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

John T. Smith, 1112 Locust street, Kan- 
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H. dj Conway, P. O. Box 1581, Denver, 
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~— Morris, P. O. Box 1581, Denver, 


\. B. Loebenberg, 47 East Main strect, 
Decatur, Il. 

D. F. Manning, 425 G street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Herman Robinson, 25 Third avenue, New 
York City, N. ¥. 


Maurice M. Holzsager, 62 EB. Fourth street, 
New York City. 


Daniel L. Russell, 239 W. 134th street, 
New York City. 

J. A. Cable, suite A, Meriwether Bldg., 
Kansas City, Kans. 

August Bablitz, 950 Manchester street, 
Lexington, Ky. 

Fr. J. McNulty, 309 Pierik Building, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Stephen J. Fay, 2880 Grenshaw street, 
Chicago, Il. 

W. E. Kennedy, 151 W. 21st street, Los 
Angeles, Cal. 


Frank Feeney, 2336 So. 15th st., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


‘Matt. comaetort, 595 East Seventh st., 


Brooklyn, N. 
R. A. McKee, 308" Main street, Peoria, III. 
P. C. Winn, 1668 N. Sawyer ave., Chicago, 


same Ketter, 821 Oliver st., Cincinnati, O. 

€. L. Shamp, 2502 N. 18th st., Omaha, 

Timothy Healy, 193 Bowery, New York, 

J. Pi Morton, 70 N. Paulina st., Chicago, 

Jonn Mengne, 4222 Wentworth ave., Chi- 
cago, 


Ill. 
James J. Nugent, 316 E. 58th st., New 
York City. 


A. E. Kellington, 122 Corn Exchange, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 
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Organizations. 


: Foundry Employes, International 
- BPOtherNo0d OF ..cccvrseccvsecias 


Freight Handlers and Warehouse 
men’s International Union of 
POTION, FRCUENOE oc cvceneceecas 


Garment Workers of America, United 


Garment Workers Union, Interna- 
SOOT. FIED 8a 6. 6.6's tskwotleecens 


Glass Bottle Blowers Association. 


Glass Workers International Asso-| s 


ciation, AMalgamated........... 
Glass Workers of America, Amal-| 
gamated Window ..........+.. 


Glove Workers Union of America, 
ied FRCOPMACIONE] 2. cc vcccccsccoeveal 


Granite Cutters International As-| 
sociation of America, The....... 


Hatters of North America, United) 


Hod Carriers and Building Labor-| 
ers Union, International. a 
Horse Shoers of United States and| 
Canada, International Union of| 


JOUFMCYMER .csccccccccssccces 
} Hotel and Restaurant Employes In-| 
oe ternational Alliance and Bartend- 
ers International League....... 
| 
} 
| Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal.-| 
gamated Association of ........ 
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George Bechtold, 1310 Franklin ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Pp. J. Flannery, 210-12 S. Halsted st., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

J. Flynn, 210-12 S. Halsted st., Chicago, 


ba ° eae 117 Bible House, New York, 
aN. . 
B. 2. EOnae, 117 Bible House, New York, 


M. A. McMahon, 85 Hamilton ave., Pater- 
son, N. J. 

Sarah Hagan, 316 14th st., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

SS ‘ae a 117 Bible House, New York, 


pre Rosenberg, 64 FE. Fourth st., 
a York City 
A. Hayes, 930 Witherspoon Bldg., Phila- 
” deiphin Pa. 

Patrick Lafferty, Alton, 


| William J. Dunlap, 41 36. — st., St. 


Louis, Mo. 


Walter West, 108 E. 91st st., New York 
City. 

Daniel Winters, Jr., 1913 Carson st., Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

John Newton, Smethport, Pa. 

Agnes Nestor, Room 506 Bush Temple of 
Music, Chicago, Ill. 


James Duncan, Hancock Building, Quincy, 
Mass. 
Is Coombe, 145 Railroad ave., Brook- 


ps, m  Sesichshank, 2 21 Maple ave., Barre, 
vt 

John A. Moffitt, 24 Lincoln Place, Orange, 
Y. J 


Martin Lawlor, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York City. 

James P. Maher, 1J Waverly Place, New 
York City. 

H. A. Stemburgh, Weiting Blk., Syracuse, 
N. Y 


John Breen, Weiting Blk., Syracuse, N. Y. 


John Fitzpatrick, —* 501-2-3, 277 La 
Salle st., Chicago, Ill. 

D. D. Driscoll, 110 Wayland st., Dorches- 
ter, Mass. 

T. J. Sullivan, 82 Franklin st., Hartford, 
Conn. : 

Jere L. Sullivan, Commercial Tribune 
Bldg., Cincinnati 


. 
| Thos. S. Farrell, 60 Public Square, Cleve- 


land, O. ; 

Wm. Q. Sullivan, 932 N. Clinton ave., 
Rochester, } = 

John H. W allace, “46 Market st., Newark, 


P. x McArdle, Room 506, House Bldg., 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

David U. Williams, Court House, Bir- 
mingham, Ala 


| Llewellyn Lewis, Washington st., Martin’s 


Ferry, — ileal 
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Lathers, International Union of| 
Wood, Wire and Metal.........| 
| 

Laundry Workers, Senet, 


Union Shirt Waist and. veel 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood 
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Lithographers, International Pro-| 
= and Beneficial Associa-| 
TIO. ccccvccesess eoccvoccovenel 
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Maintenance of Way Employes, In-| 
ternational Brotherhood of......| 


Marble Workers, International As! 
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Meat Cutters and Butcher Work, 
men, Amalgamated | 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers) 
and Brass Workers International] 
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Metal Workers International All: 
ance, Amalgamated Sheet....... 


Mine Workers of America, United. .| 


Molders Union of N. A., Iron...... 





delegates 


& 


~ 


a 


No. of 
votes for 
each 
delegate 


(20 | 


! 20 





a > D 


| 186 | 
{ 








100 
100 
100 


100 





my 
a 
rs 


| Walter V. 
York Ci 


Name and address of delegates. 





Wm. J. McSorley, 401 Superior Bldg., 
Cleveland, O. " sf Ma 


A. F. Liebig, 182 Abbey st., Cleveland, O. 
Jenn % Manning, Box 11, Station 1, Troy, 


John J. my wg 209 Postal Bldg., Kan- 
sas City, M 


some ¢, pronnety, 194 Bowery, New 
— J. Keefe, 601 Elks’ Temple, Detroit, 
Mich 


-e 9 0’ Connor, 63 Kingston Place, Buffalo, 


Thos. Harrison, 618 Philip st., New Or- 
leans, La. 


J. G. Noyes, Box 622, Port Arthur, Texas. 

J. EB. wre 22 Sth ave., Room 508, Chi- 
pg 

— ame McGill Bldg., Washing- 
on 

James a, penenmne, 619 China st., Rich- 


md, 
A. e g 305 Arnfeld Bldg., Pittsburg, 
a. 


| 
John T. Wilson 609-25 Benoist Bldg., St. 


Louis, Mo. 

Price, 105 W. 138th st., New 
“Potter, 124 Park ave., 

Homer D. you. 
cuse, N. 


A. 3B. Beal ‘Reon 407, Neave Bldg., Cin- 
cinnati, 

James Dardis, 433 Elizabeth ave., 
beth, N. J. 


M. \ estaeaideaa 41 Madison ave., Crafton, 
i . Wheeler, 667 W. 


Utica, 
861 Cortland ave., Syra- 


ty 
— Ww. 


Eliza- 


Lake st., Chicago, 

Hugh Frayne, Box 447, Scranton, Pa. 

T. L. Lewis, 1120 State Life Bldg., In- 
dianapolis, Ind 

W. B. Wilson, 1106 State Life Bldg., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

W. D. Ryan, Marine Bank Bldg., Sprinog- 

field, Ill. 

John H. Walker, Bank Bldg., 
Springfield, Ill. 

John T. Dempsey, 407 Pauli Bldg., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 
G. W. Savage, 

0. 


Marine 


75 Ruggery Bldg., Columbus, 


D. H. Sullivan, care State Life Bldg., In- 
dianapolis. Ind. 

Jos. F. Valentine, Box 699, Cincinnati, O. 

John P. Frey, Box 699, Cincinnati, O. — 

William Schwab, 396 National ave., Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

James A. Carroll, 
S. Halsted st., 

John O'Neill, 
bus, O 


care James Brown, 136 
Chicago, Ill. 
446 W. First ave., Colum- 
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Musicians, American Federation of 


Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers, Brotherhood of........ 


ead Makers, United Brotherhood 
ts) 


Pattern Makers League of North 
BUBOTIOD cccccescccccereccceses 


Pavers and Rammermen, Interna- 
themel UMIOR G6... ccccccccesess 
Paving Cutters Union. ......cc00. 
Photo Engravers Union, Interna- 
EEE seat bee aebbnvestanceoue 
Piano and Organ Workers Union. 
| eee 


Plate Printers Union, International 
WEOGL BRO COMDED icc ccceccceces 


Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit 
ters and Steam Fitters Helpers. 


Post Office Clerks, 
eration of 


National’ Fed- 


Potters, National Brotherhood of 
NENU 5 av 66 sieeve gas iaewes 


Print Cutters Association, National 


Printing Pressmen’s Union, 


Inter-| 
national 


Quarryworkers International Union 


Railroad Telegraphers, Order of.... 


Railway Employes, Amalgamated 
See of Street and Elec- 
DO Fee Rees Cav actos eeqswueees 


Roofers, Composition, Damp and 
Waterproof Workers, Internation- 
OF Brotherhood OF... ccccecccvecs 
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Name and address of delegates. 


Joseph N. Weber, 1344 Broadway, Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Owen Miller, 3535 Pine st., St. Louis, Mo. 
Joseph F. Winkler, 134 E. Van Buren st., 
Chicago, Ill. 
bd Carey, 
Canada. 

J. C. Skemp, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 

George Finger, 320 Commonwealth ave., 


D 95 Markham st., Toronto, 


ork City. 
P. F. Holton, 214 Franklin ave., Scran- 


ton, Pa. 
James P. Archibald, 236 E. 86th st., New 
New York City. 
James Lucas, 621 30th st., Chicago, Ill. 


| J. 7. Carey, 22 Smith Bldg, Watertown, 


aN. . 
| James Wilson, 403 Neave Bldg., Cincin- 


| Louis A. 


| Thos. 


40 | 


166 | 


41 | 


50 


( 50 | 


107 


107 


106 
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nati, O. _ 
James L. Gernon, 411 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Albemarle Road, 


James L. Wallace, 456 West 57th st., New 
York City 

John Sheret, Rox 116, Albion, N. Y. 

Schwarz, 52 W. Rockland st., 
Station G., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Chas. Dold, 40 Seminary ave., Chicago, III. 

A. E. Starr, 625 George st., Woodstock, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Jeremiah P. Murphy, 935 S st. N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

Frank Kennedy 432 S&S. 
Chicago, Ill. 

| ties 48 Williams st., Irvington, 


Claremont ave., 


Thos. Clark, 61 E. 39th st., Chicago, Ill. 
John R. Alpine, Bush Temple of Music, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Edward B. Goltra, 401 W. 
cago, Ill. 

Thos. J. Duffy, Box 50, Dast Liverpool, O. 

Sheldon M. Moore, 633 Brunswick ave., 
Trenton, N. J. 

Chas. Calhoun, 2489 Carpenter st., 
delphia, Pa. 


H. F. Pacini. 


P. F. McCarthy, Scampini Bldg., Barre, Vt. 

L. W. Quick, Star Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 

H. B. Perham, Star Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 

D. G. Ramsay, Unity Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 

W. D. Mahon, 601-3 Hodges Bldg., Detroit, 
Mich. 

Cc. O. Pratt, Welshfield P. O., Geauga Co., 
18) 


J. C. Colgan, 291 Clybourn Place, Chi- 
eago, Ill. 


64th st., Chi- 


Phila- 


. 


| Henry Sands, 236 Washington st., Newark, 
J. 


iN. 
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Seamen’s Union, International.....| 4 


Shingle 
tional 

Shipwrights Joiners and Caulkers,| 
International Union............ 1 

Slate and Tile Roofers Union, In-| 


Weavers Union, Interna- 


PRE s'b0 5.5 ype rabed Ob eh 1 
Stage Employes International Alli- 
RIOR; SMOROTIOR) on Siiccvicecéees 2 
Stereotypers and Electrotypers, In- 
| Ree peer 1 
Stonecutters Association, Journey-| 
BO 6h slates Swale 60d dG Ma 3 
Tailors Union, Journeymen........ 3 
Teamsters, International Brother- 
EIN is 61020 6-0:as eo 5.4.40 windcoten et eel 


Textile Workers of America, United| 2 


Tile Layers and Helpers Union, In-| 
ternational Ceramic, Mosaic and) 
Encaustic 

Tin Plate Workers, International..| ! 

| 

Tobacco Workers International) , 
Union 7 


Typographical Union, International. ‘ 


| 
. : Jetata lh 
Upholsterers International Union. | 
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Wood Workers International Union, 
Amalgamated 
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| Michael J. 


| Michael Colbert, care 


John J. Barry, 75 Albany st., 
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Andrew Furuseth, 46 East st., San Fran- 
cisco, ‘a 

Victor ‘Olander, 143 W. Madison st., Chi- 
cago, 

Con. J. Harrington, 91 Stenert st., San 


Irancisco, Cal. 
Edward Andersen, 
cisco, Cal. 


J. G. Brown, 405 
Bldg., Everett, 

H. G. Noble, 
Mich. 
Senjamin Russell, 314 M st. N. W., 
ington, D. C. 

Lee M. Hart, State Hotel, 
rison sts., Chicago, Il. 


46 East st., San Fran- 


American National Bank 
Wash. ; 
610 S. Wenona st., Bay City, 
Wash- 
State and Har- 
Boston, Mass. 
1839 85th st., 
1313 W. 


James J. Freel, Brooklyn, 
J oseph “Evans, 1 
‘o 
Harry Bosw orth, 
York City. 
Joseph Gervais. 


John B. Lennon, 
ll. 


14th ave., Denver, 


care Ashland House, New 


Box 597, Bloomington, 
Hamilton, Ont. 


Hugh Robinson, 3 Kent st., 
T 853 . Sheffield ave., Chicago, 


Lantz, 
Ill. 


Emmet 
cago, 


T. Flood, 302 W. Congress st., Chi- 

McDonald, 116-118 Fifth ave., 
Chicago, Il. 

M. J. Sheehan, 2B Union Park st., 


Boston, 
Mass. 


H. J. Wendelken, 919 Thompson st., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 
J. Callahan, 1112 Locust st., Kansas 


City, Mo. 


John Golden, Box 742, Fall River, Mass. 


James Whitehead, Box 713, Fall River, 
Mass. 

Chas. H. Leps, 232 N. 9th st., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

George Powell, Rooms 20 and 21, Reilly 
Block, Wheeling, West Va. 


Henry Fischer, American Nat’! Bank Bldg., 
Louisville, Ky 

Anthony McAndrews, 
cinnati, O. 

James M. Lynch, 642 Newton 
Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Frank Morrison, 423 G st. N. W., 
ington, D. C. 

Hugh Stevenson, 
ronto, Ont. 


440 Pioneer st., Cin- 


Claypool 
Wash- 
146 McPherson st., To- 
Schlitz Hotel, Mil- 
Wis. 
James H. Hatch, 
York City 
D2. Mulcahy, 101 
Mich. 
Richard Braunschweig, 259 
Chicago, Ill. 
Charles F. Gebelein, 2522 Warren ot. &. 
Louis, Mo. 


waukee, 
145-147 EE. 53rd st., New 
Magnolia st., Detroit, 


3urling st., 


‘ 
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No. of 
Organizations. el oe Name and address of delegates. 
= legate 
Alabama State Federation of Labor 1) Andy Marx, Birmingham, Ala. 
California State Federation of La 
DO so ce cecen an 06h 0093454406085 1 | Walter Macarthur, 46 East st., San Fran- 
ciseo, Cal. 
Colorado State Federation of Labor 1) S. G. Fosdick, Box 781, Denver, Colo. 
Florida State Federation of Labor... 1| Tony Entenza, St. Augustine, Fla. 
Georgia Federation of Labor...... 1| Robert Fechner, care Trades Assembly 
Hall, Savannah, Ga. 
Illinois State Federation of Labor 1 | George Kuermmerly, 123 West Main st., 
Danville, Ill. 
Indiana State Federation of Labor 1 Edgar A. Perkins, 5537 Julian ave., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 
lowa State Federation of Labor.... 1, W. W. White, Jerome, Ia. r : 
Kansas State Federation of Labor. Le = Peete, 655 Kansas ave., Kansas City, 
\ans. 
Kentucky State Federation of Labor 1| Gus L. aja 914 Jackson st., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
Maryland State Federation of Labor 1 George G. Griffin, 1623 W. Fayette street, 
Baltimore, Md. 
Massachusetts State Federation of A 
REE 5. 5c 5KE KO 405 CeRE eS nes 1| Edward Cohen, 15 Ingalls street, Lynn, 
Mass. 
Michigan Federation of Labor..... 1| Gustav’ Dihle, 148 Gratiot avenue, De- 
troit, Mich. 
Minnesota Federation of Labor.... 1; W. E. MeEwen, care Labor World Office, 
Duluth, Minn. 
Missouri State Federation of Labor 1| E. T. Behrens, 110 E. Third street, Seda- 
lia, Mo. 
New Jersey State Federation of La 
ie 60 one CR bale o tee eke a hces 1} Carlton Park, 513 N. Fourth street, Mill- 
ville, N. J. 
New York, Workingmen’s Federa- ; 
tidn of the State of............ 1| John J. Jaeckle, 1608 Lodi street, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 
North Carolina State Federation of 
Ey OT UP er eee 1| Cc. F. Koonce, Raleigh, N. C. 
Ohio Federation of Labor.......... 1} James A. Reynolds, 1607. E. 49th street, 
| Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oklahoma State Federation of La- 
“aig: haa aie ati : 2 Re Marae 1 | J. Luther Langston, Box 1006, Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania State Federation of , City, Okla. 
OS RE Se oe 1| P. J. Shea. 
ort i Tree Federati ° ; F ; 
ol snd mcsniogetition } | Santiago Iglesias, 43 Cruz street, San 
NBO. 6:5 0:04 Sapiicwiwes ane joa Ph. 
Rhode Island Kederation of Labor. 1 | Charles H. Lee, 73 Warris avenue, Arling- 
; ton, R. 
Tennessee Federation of Labor.... 1 | Horace Johnson, Box 102 Memphis, Tenn. 
Texas State Federation of Labor.. 1 | C. W. Woodman, Box 437, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Virginia State Federation of Labor. 1| James H. Bradley, 734 North Fourth 
| street, Richmond, Va. 
Washington State Federation of La- 
| Pe PRT rs pe 1 | Frank W. Cotterill, Tacoma, Wash. 
West Virginia State Federation of 
RECT rere ere ere 1| M. Mahoney, McCulloch street, East End, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
Wisconsin State Vederation of La- 
Se duda's:s wate ea Nan tne ake’ OS 1| Vietor L. Berger, 344 Sixth street, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. ’ 
Arecibo (P. R.) Central Labor Union 1 | Federico FE. Virella, Box 34, Arecibo, P. R. 
Asheville (N. C.) Central Labor , 
SEE DUNS SOR Os oeew were se hes 1| W. Cc. Frank, 75 Starnes avenue, Asheville, 
N;. & 
Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades 1 | Jerome Jones, 14 1-2 No. Forsyth street, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Aurora (Ill.) Trades and Labor As- 
ES aE Perera 1 F. R. McDonald, 14 Cross street, Aurora, 
Til. 
Baltimore Federation of Labor.... 1 | Edward Hirsch, Box 900, Baltimore, Md. 
Belmont (Ohio) Central Trades and 
eS rrr 1 A. J. Crouse, Box 86, Bridgeport, Ohio. 
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No. of 
Organizations. 





each 
delegate | 
Biddeford (Me.) Central Labor 
BD: 6.56.9 ow 0.6.0 6 R08 40.540 0808 1 1 
Boston (Mass. ) Central Labor 
Ek Calera eels Wis en seek ateeD 1 1 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) Central Labor 
ID hy s:skimate iGEM s bya cca aieialeceid is 1 1 
Brockton (Mass.) Central Labor 
IR a5 a6 «We 4 nich: s. & ware o Bcb ole 1 1 
Buffalo (N. Y.) United Trades and 
Labor Council SE PSR NK SARS 1 1 
“ees (Tenn.) Central Labor , 
ss eiple GEES ¥PSEEN- OH Se USES I 
Chicago (Ill.) Federation of Labor 1 1 
Chico (Cal.) Federated Trades and 
Ne ee. | Re ener ie 1 1 
Cleveland, (Cuyahoga Co., O.) Unit- 
ed Trades and Labor Council....| 1 1 
Columbia (S. C.) City Federation 
CEE ie hase est nek wes th.6 1 ] 
Cumberland (Md.) Trades Council... 1 
Columbus (O.) Federation of Labor 1 
Dallas (Texas) Trades Assembly..| 1 1 
Dayton (O.) United Trades and La- 
EE a Cate Suse See o:n'6 6 oie ox 1 1 
Denver (Colo.) Trades and La- 
PEPE ee 1 1 
Detroit (Mich.) Federation of La- 
RO Er en $s ae 1 1 
fast St. Louis (Ill.) Central Trades 
BRE LANGE TRH oo vic.sc0s a s0.00 1 1 
Ennis (Texas) Trades Assembly...) 1 1 
7 (Texas) Trades Assem- 

A Sikhs oa ae 6 ba bie ee 6-5 kk Ee « 1 1 
Geneva (N. Y.) Federation of Labor) 1 1 
Granite City (Ill.) Central Trades 

MMRNED lls 5 3/66 SG Bag OSL, tes Biases 1 1 
Harrisburg (Pa.) Central Labor 

RI Sa. 568-05 gral e o dabinecetecd bis c 1 1 
Hartford (Conn.) Central Labor 

DN aS ave 4:04 a cb oae RARE 1 1 
Hudson County (N. J.) Central La- 

ID 5s Shang 43a po iw Gi Macnee 1 1 
Indianapolis (Ind.) Central Labor 

TL ip acsrs 50 wattle wines OSV en is 1 1 


Jacksonville (Fla.) Central Trades 
and Labor Council..........:.. 1 1 
Jefferson County (Ohio) Trades and 


Labor Assembly... os. s..000- 1 1 | 
Lafayette (Ind.) Central Labor 

2 RS Se eee 1 1 
Lawrence (Mass.) Central Labor 

oo ERR rer ae 1 1 
Lincoln (Neb. ) Central Labor 

WON. os abe s seus Fawoccnew teens 1 1 


votes for | 


Name and address of delegates. 


hk. L. Leighton, Biddeford, Me. 


Arthur M. Huddell, 13 Maverick street, 
Chelsea, Mass. 


Daniel Sullivan, 15 Union street, Brook- 
lyn, NN. FX. 


Thos. ». O'Leary, Brockton, Mass. 


ar | “ _Johnston, 135 Rose street, Buf- 
faio, N. Y. 


R. F. Zimmerman, 813 Cowart street, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. 


P. nt Duffy, 175 Indiana street, Chicago, 
L. 


Thos. H. Richards, corner First and Chest- 
nut street, Chico, Cal. 


Max S. Hayes, 310 Champlain avenue N. 
V., Cleveland, Ohio. 

John A. Seaber, 1825. Barnwell street, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 

I’. N. Zihlman, 289 Centre street, Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Geo. W. Ertley, Fourth ave. ‘and 17th st., 
Columbus, O. 

teorge C. Edwards, Dallas, Texas. 


Elias Breidenbach, 29 Glencoe avenue, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


George Allen, Box 759, Denver, Colo. 


John H. Cepemtsteids 20 Wing Place, Detroit, 
Mich 


J. E. Strait, East St. Louis, Ill. 
R. A. McCullough, Ennis, Texas. 


U. M. Lee, Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Michael F’, Tracy, 51 North street, Geneva, 


IN. 


| W. L. Johns, Madison, III. 


| James W. Coldren, 1908 Greenwood street, 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


s. Kossick, 5 Spring street, East Hartford, 
Conn. 


John Jennings, 262 Varick street, Jersey 
City, N. J. 

John Gorman, 118 East North street, In- 
« dianapolis, Ind. 


John C. Privett, Jacksonville, Fla. 

James P. Flynn, 772 North Eighth street, 
Steubenville, Ohio. 

Joseph'C. Bahlhorn, Lafayette, Ind. 


Robert S. Maloney, 121 Jackson street, 
Lawrence, Mass. 


G. F. Quick, 1121 Pine street, Lincoln, 
Neb. 
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each Name and address of delegates. 
delegate 


Organizations. 








bs aeOCe be MCDA e Re OWEN ebes en's 1 | 1 > Young, 823 Preston street, Louisville, 
. Vv 
Los Angeles (Cal.) Central need . 
re seuesesece 1 1| W. A. Engle, 520 San Pedro street, Los 
cay ‘es Angeles, Cal. 
Marinette (Wis.’ Trades Council. . | 1 1 Chae H. A. Zahn, 600 Holmes avenue, 
Memphis (‘Tenn.) Trades and Labor ene ee 
Council «6... cece eee eeeeeeeeees 1 | 1 | Robert Armstrong, 1195 Mississippi ave- 
' | nue, Memphis, Tenn. 
Milwaukee (Wis.) Federated Trades 
WEEE 6.65 60s o0¥ 6 eeecseeesédese 1 1| Thomas J. Feeley, 432 Chestnut street, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Mobile (Ala.) Central Trades Coun- | 
GE sccrcces oeeweensenee Cone een 1 1] P. Z. Doherty, 1055 Church street, Mobile, 
Ala. 
Muncie (Ind.) Trades Council ... 1 1| M. J. Clark, Muncie, Ind. 
New Castle (Pa.) Trades and Labor } | 
BORON 6. 6c 6 cecssecccevceces 1 1| Thos. C. Humphrey, Trades Assembly Hall, 
New Castle, Pa. 
New Haven (Conn.) Trades Council) 1 y 1| W. FB. Céstello, 118 Crown street, New 


Haven, Conn. 
New Orleans (La.) nner Trades| | 
and Labor Council...........+.-. 1 1| James Welch, 2064 Jackson avenue, New 


Orleans, La. 
sg Po York City Central Federated 


VEAe Cee Ca ok ORREe> bewes Lg 1 | James P. Holland, 193 Bowery, New York 
City. 
Newark (Essex Co., N. J.) Trades 
i RE SueSacdcesueveess aeuss 1 1 | George Leary, 36 Richmond street, New- 
a | ark, N. J. 
1 Newport News (Va.) Central Labor | 
UBION .ccccccccsesscccecesvece 1 | 1| Frank S. Lyon, 311 27th street, Newport 
News, Va. 
Norfolk (Va.) Central Labor Union, | 1} H. §S. Seott, 71 City Hall avenue, Nor- 
folk, Va. 
Norwich (N. Y.) Trades Assembly.| 1 1| W. E. Minor, 45 Fair street, Norwich, 
| 1 i A 
Oakland (Cal.) Central Labor 
reer ere errr: ree 1 1| Chas. W. Petry, 453 Eighth street, Oak- 
land, Cal. 
Ogden (Utah) Trades and Labor As- 
SED cv eaeeecceee seed Chace ees 1 1| W. M. Piggott, Ogden, Utah. 
Oklahoma City (Okla.) Trades and ’ 
EGDOE. AMNGMIUIES « 6. o «aie s.0.0:0 aus nes 1 | 1 | E. A. Lowerman, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor Union} 1 1 | Albert C. Kugel, 1019 South 11th street, 


Omaha, Neb. 
Pasadena (Cal.) Central Labor 
EES B04. Wad 60s die ke eecen 1 1| G. C. Keyes, 34 E. Colorado street, Pasa- 
| dena, Cal. 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Central Labor 


SM oa LWen decicasnekevoeses 1 | 1| Wm. J. Tracy, 232 North Ninth street, 
| Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pittsburg (Pa.) Central Trades) é 
OS Se are ee Terre 1 1| BE. A. McGinn, 1 Moorhead Bldg, Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 
Portsmouth (Va.) Central Labor} 
UNion .. ccc eeeveceee reece veces | 1 } | Frank Robinson, 127 Henry street, Ports- 
ss mouth, Va. 
Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) Trades and | 
LODOF COUMCE ccc cccccsccccces Ss 1| John Bradley, 186 Mill street, Pough- 
} | keepsie, N. Y. 
Raleigh (N. .C.) Central Labor} } ‘ 
Union 2... ceeeeeseeesseeseeees| 1 1 | Sam Bogasse, care Carolina Hardware Co., 
Richmond (Va.) Central Trades and} | Raleigh, N. C. 
EMOOP COMBE « o 6.0.c. 000 v600 666-09 ay 1| John J. Powell, Richmond, Va. 
Roanoke (Va.) Central Trades and) | | 
Labor Council.t.........++eeee . el 1| W. M. Shickel, 705 Third avenue N. W., 


| Koanoke, Va. 
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. ‘ : « &| votes for » 
Organizations. Ss each Name and address of delegates. 
7 delegate 
Rome (Ga.) Central Labor Union 1 1| W. A. Clinton, Rome, Ga. 
Saiisbury (N. C.) Central Labor iy = 
DIE, Silicate » mainte UbieSs6.45 010 Sie ce. 1 | L. H. Donkel, Salisbury, N. 
San Francisco (Cal.) Labor Council) 1 oF a F Reardon, 391 Oak street, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 
San Juan (P. R.) Central Labor 
NOIR ata 5 dia le 5. thts a din: Sie 4-5) Wha OPP 1 1| Eugenio Sanchez Lopez, Box 807, San 
Savannah (Ga.) Trades and Labor Juan, P. R. 
Assembly ...ccccsccccccccscess 1 1| A. C. Snyder, 216 Liberty street W., Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 
Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union 1 1| M. E. Kane, 216 Franklin avenue, Scran- 
Seattle (Wash.) Central Labor ton, Pa. 
ee OPT ree rT Tree 1 1| C. O. Young, Box 709, Tacoma, Wash. 
Shawnee (Okla.) Trades and Labo1 
ECT re 1 1| B. C. Hausen, Shawnee, Okla. 
South Bend (Ind.) Central Labor : 
Pi -'~vabentahehs Wee ss oa 1 1| G. J. Johnson, 309 Church street, St. Jo- 
seph, Mich. 
South Chicago (Ill.) Trades and La- : 
bor Assembly .......ececseeeoe] 1 1| W. W. MeGary, South Chicago, IIl. 
South Framingham (Mass.) Central i 
Labo? WMiON ...0.0.0 6:05.05 0 5 00.00 eos 1 1| V._B. Vaughan, 34 Harrison street, South 
Spokane (Wash.) Central Labor Framingham, Mass. 
Os x 060s nbs.o03.5.04 5.000 one 1 1| J. E. McCracken, 1013 Railroad avenue, 
Spokane, Wash. 
Springfield (Ohio) Trades and La- 
bor Assembly........s+seeesees 1 1| T. J. Creager, Room 10, Johnson Build- 
Springfield (Ill.) Federation of La- | ing, Springfield, Ohio. 
NE Vaio hee dA ple 44 6-5/5 6.5.419's 40 1 1 | Robert yron, Jr., 1404 North Third 
| street, Springfield, III. 
Staunton (Ill.) Trades Council....| 1 1| Joseph W. Rizzie, Staunton, Il. 
| 
Streator (Ill.) United Trades and | - 
EOL COMM «650.590 00 20000040): 1 1| Frank Schunk, 609 South Park street, 
Streator, Ill. 
St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
Labor UnioR....cccecscccwcccce 1 1 | a B. Conroy, 1026 Franklin avenue, 
Tampa (Fla.) Central Trades sae t. Louis, Mo. 
DROP AMTINT «os: 5.5.0 0:09 5'0:5:0:66.0 1 1 | James F. Scott, Box 517, Tampa, Fla. 
Toledo (Ohio) Gentoal Labor Union, ; } | Thomas C. Devine, 202 Ontario street, 
| Toledo, Ohio. 
Tonopah (Nev.) Trades and Labor | . 
re re rere eee Pe 1 1 | W. J. Justice, Tonopah, Nev. 
Trenton (N. J.) Central Labor | | 
ERROR eo ods cick tanidns +a tae | 1 1| Frank L. Kresge, 2 East State street, 
| Trenton, N. J. 
Troy (N. Y.) Central Federation | 
RPGs Sea FEE Ha 1 1| Michael Muldoon, 2918 Fifth avenue, 
| Troy, . 
Washington (D. C.) Central Labor 
PONE Sosa ie br Soa. Te aes bs 1 1 | J. L. Rodier, 1511 S street N. W., Wash- 
ington, oa 
White River Junction (Vt.) Central | ga : 
IN CEM oo fn eS. 1 1 | S. F. Ramsdell, White River Junction, Vt. 
Wilkesbarre (Pa.) Central Labor Pees 
MONON os oo bac Sse vc Xe 0-5 0 os cts 1 1 | William +Naucarrow, 4 Woodbury street, 
| Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
Wichita (Kans.) Central Labor) } 
ere Perv ear eee 1 1 | A. A. Roe, Wichita, Kans. 
Wilmington (Del.) Central Labor | oS 
ee ee pe peal 1| H. A. W. Behen, 117 North Jackson 
| street, Wilmington, Del. 
Worcester (Mass.) Central Labor! ; 1| Charles A. Cullen, 2 Fairmont avenue, 
} Worcester, Mass. ° 
Vineland (N. J.) Central Labor 
DR. ctaeth «tiveescaspedire 1 1| James J. Dunn, Hotel Cumberland, 
' | Bridgeton, N. J. 
Zanesville (Ohio) Central Trades | 
Gnd Labor Coumell........6sscuss ] 1| John A. Voll, Kelly sfreet, Zanesville, 
Ohio. 
ed 
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No. of 
. : . >| votes for S 
Organizations. os oak Name and address of delegates. 
S~| delegate 
Bed Spring Makers Union 12,108.) 1 1| Wm. E. Blake, 53 Coles street, Jersey 
City, N 
bf Bottlers and Peddlers, Soft Beer, , L en ae 
0 A err ee | 1 Daniel L. Canty, 337 Fitch street, Syra- 
cuse, » a 
Bottle Cap, Cork and _—_Scopper : , . 
Workers "Ualen, Wo; JO:875.....05. 1 » | Robert C. Hunter, 2845 Fulton avenue, 
Baltimore, Md. 
Breklayers Union 10,982.......... 1 , | Joaquin A. Becerril, San Juan, P. R. 
Double Drum Hoister Runners, mS . fe 
3 8 SEE Re eae 1 ;| James H. Foley, 523 East 150th street, 
New York City. 
Federal Labor Union, 7426........) 1 1 | R._E. Woodmansee, 407 Myers Building, 
Springfield, Ill. 
Federal Labor Union, 11,624...... 1 9 | Alex. W. McCallum, 901 Fourth avenue, 
Spokane, Wash. 
Federal Labor Union, 11,990...... 1 1| K._R. Thompson, Box 562, High Point, 
Federal Labor Union, 12,018...... 1 1 William Hall, Jamestown, N. D. 
Federal Labor Union, 12,222....... 1 2 | George G. Cody, Spokane, Wash. 
Federal Labor Union, 12,363...... 1 1| George Clifton Edwards, 157 4Parker 
street, Dallas, Texas. 
Federal Labor Union, 12,444...... 1 2| L. M. Meeks, Buena Vista, Va. 
Federal Labor Union, 12,538...... 3" 1 Charles P. —- 9 West Bland street, 
Charlotte, N. 
Federal Labor Union, 12,426...... 1 2} dD. Ee Hamlin, ‘Tifton, Ga. 
Grain Workers Association, 11,407.) 1 1 — om 85 East Fourth street, New 
fork City. 
House Shorers, Movers and Sheath ; 
Pilers oo RR ees 1 2 | Francis Creamer, 229 East 47th street, 
, New York City. 
Laborers Protective Union, 12,430) 1| J. _E. Booth, 822 Jamison avenue S. E., 
> ia Roanoke, Va. 
Mail Bag Repairers Union, 10,523 1 oadman C. Green, 405 Second street 
8 P I S. E., Washington, D. C. 
Machinists Helpers Union, 12,403. 1 1| W. E. Myers, Portsmouth, Va. 
Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ - > 
Pre aka 6 ree tecwes 1 9 | John R. Dunne, 25 Frankfort street, New 
York City. 
Pipe ee and Repairers Union, 
SUE. i ccwkaweeers cvaibalecens 1 1| A. a 104 Alexander Place, Buffalo, 
AN . 
Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners, . sa a , 
eae ei alahh w/ Cneie i ard Wola die 1 4; Thomas Curtis, 1452 Third avenue, New 
Stenographers, Bookkeepers, Type- York City. 
writers and Assistants Union, : 
1Z,4G5 .ccccteccsecescvcccccce 1 1 | Elizabeth Ryan, 924 West Munroe street, 
Springfield, Il. 
Suspender Makers Union, 9560....) 1 2 Joe a 137 Goerck street, New 
York City. 
Water Pipe Layers Union, 12,357.) 1 1| Peter E. Conley, 3740 Indiana avenue, 
. Chicago, Ill. 
tee eS re 51 London Terrace, 
‘ : Darwen, England. 
British Trades Union Congress... 2 1 | J. Hodge, St. Ormond street, London, W. 
{ C., England. 
Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
= hala ek ae hw da a Ube oe Kw ae 1 1 | W. R. Trotter. 
; 7 John T. Touhy. 
a American Society of Equity....... 2 ee M. Wesley Tubbs. 
es at eee) | Fenian 
bad nev tal International Union Label Miss Annie Fitzgerald, 286 South Homan 
DEED civ ccaepeseuctenetevnse 1 avenue, Chicago, 
Women’s Trade Union Label League) , Mrs. Raymond Robins. 
Department of Church and Labor, 
resbyterian Church .......... Rev. Charles Stelzle, Room 700, 156 Fifth 
I avenue, New York City. 
~a 
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Number Number | Number 
of Organizations. o of 
Unions. |\Delegates.| Votes. 
87 | National and International..............6% 60Gb s00 6.04086 | 203 14,751 
20 | BERL, ncsiscices vob bee oe.0.00s vseee's 000.950.0000 0 6.0166 6280 bison 29 2 
A I (Cw aig's bate g EK dwt 2 4550 8:5 cakes 600386 Sanne 89 89 
25 | Trade and Federal Labor Unions. . Ceveeeeecesedeee se ecccel 25 41 
7 | Fraternal Organizations........ Davtend ake an eks sees eke Ke | 9 6 
937 355 14,916 
| 
| 
List of Fraternal Delegates. 
| 
To British Trades Union Congress. | From British Trades Union Congress. 
| 
ogg | Samuel Gompers, § John Burns. 
1895 } Dp. J. McGuire. 1894 | David Holmes. 
1896 § J. W. Sullivan 1895 } Edward Cowey. 
. ( Adolph Strasser. (James Mawdsley. 
1897 ) Martin Fox. 189g ) Sam Woods. 
. ( Geo. E. McNeil. ‘ ' John Mallinson, 
1898 / James Duncan. 1897 ) Edward Harford. 
‘ Harry Lloyd. (J. Havelock Wilson. 
1899 § James O'Connell. 1s9g ) William Inskip. 
: ‘Thomas F. Tracy. ‘ William Thorne. 
1900 4 J. M. Hunter. is99 ) James Haslam. 
'Sidney J. Kent. ' Alexander Wilkie. 
1901 } Daniel J. Keefe. 1900 | John Weir. 
‘ ( Hugene F. O’Rourke. ( Pete Curran. 
1902 ) Patrick Dolan. 1901 J Frank_ Chandler. 
rire Henry. Blackmore. 1 Ben bts oa 
902 Max S. Hayes. ‘MM. Arrandale, 
sts , - ah — 1908 { — Ppa 
y. ; yan. William ullin. 
1904 ; D. D. Driscoll. 19038 ( James O’Grady. 
1905 j John A. Moffitt. 1904 ) William_Abraham., 
. ) James Wood. (James Wignall. 
1906 § Frank K. Foster. 1905 § Willam_ Mosses. 
) James Wilson. ) David Gilmour, 
1907 ) John T. Dempsey. 1906 § Allen Gee. 
) W. E. Klapetzky. 1 J. N. Bell. 
1908 § Andrew Furuseth. 1907 § David J. Shackleton. 
7 James J. Creamer. | John Hodge. 


To Canadian Trades and Labor Congress From Cana 


1898 Thomas I. Kidd. 1898 
*1899 James H. Sullivan. 1899 
1900 W. D. Mahon. 1900 
1901 John R. O’Brien 1901 
1902 D. D. Driscoll. 1902 
1903 John Coleman. 1903 
1904 John H. Richards. 1904 
1905 Frank Feeney. 1905 
1906 Thomas A. Rickert. ° 1906 
1907 Robert S. Maloney. 1907 
1908 Hugh Frayne. 


dian Trades and Labor Congress, 


David A. Carey. 
David A. Carey. 
David A. Carey. 
P. M. Draper. 

John H. Kennedy. 
James Simpson. 
John A. Flett. 
William V. Todd. 
Samuel L. Landers. 
W. R. Trotter. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 





PREAMBLE. 


Wuereas, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all 
countries, a struggle between the capitalist 
and the laborer, which grows in intensity 
from year to year, and will work disastrous 
results to the toiling millions if they are 
pot combined for mutual protection and 
enefit, 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, 
in Convention assembled, to adopt such 
measures and disseminate such principles 
among the mechanics and laborers of our 
country as will permanently unite them to 
secure the recognition of rights to which 
they are justly entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor 
of the formation of a thorough Federation, 
embracing every Trade and Labor Organiza- 
tion in America, organized under the Trade 
Union system. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I.—NAMbp. 

This Association shall be known as THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions 
as shall conform to its rules and regula- 
tions, 

ARTICLE II.—OssJeEctTs. 

Section 1. The object of -this Federa- 
tion shall be the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local Trade and Labor Unions, and 
the closer federation of such _ societies 
through the organization of Central Trade 
and Labor Unions in every city, and the 
further combination of such bodies into 
State, Territorial, or Provincial organiza- 
tions to secure legislation in the interest of 
the working masses. 

Sec. ‘2. The establishment of National 
and International Trade Unions, based up- 
on a strict recognition of the autonomy of 
each trade, and the promotion and ad- 
vancement ‘of such bodies. 

Sec. 38. An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions, 
to aid and assist each other; to aid and 
encourage the sale of union-label goods, and 
to secure legislation in the interest of the 
working people, and infiuence public opinion, 
by peaceful and legal methods, in favor of 
organized labor. 


Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ARTICLE III.—CONVENTION. 


Section 1. The Convention of the Fed- 
eration shall meet annually at 10 a. m., on 
the second Monday in November, at such 
place as the delegates have selected at the 
preceding Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Conven- 
tion the President shall take the chair and 
eall the Convention to order, and preside 
during its sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, con- 
sisting of fifteen members each, shall be 
appointed by the President: First, Rules 
and Order of Business; second, Report of 
the President; third, Report of the Sec- 
retary; fourth, Report of the Treasurer ; 
fifth, Resolutions ; sixth, Laws; seventh, 
Organization; eighth, Labels ; ninth, Ad- 
justment ; tenth, Local or Federated 
Bodies ; eleventh, Education; twelfth, State 
Organization; thirteenth, Boycotts; four- 
teenth, Building Trades (to which shall be 
referred all grievances that involve only 
building trades, and all other matters per- 
taining exclusively to the building trades.) 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the 
chief executive officers of three ‘National or 
International Unions, at least ten days pre- 
vious to the holding of the Annual Con- 
vention, to appoint one delegate each from 
their respective delegations-elect, who shall 
compose an Auditing Committee. The com- 
mittee shall meet at such place as_ the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor may direct, and at such time prior te 
the Convention as the President may de- 
termine is necessary for the proper per- 
formance of their duty; and they shall 
audit the accounts of the Federation for 
the preceding twelve months, and report 
upon credentials immediately upon the open- 
ing of the Convention. The expense of 
said committee shall be paid out of the 
funds of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. Resolutions of any character or 
propositions for changes in this Constitu- 
tion can not be introduced in the Conven- 
tion after the fourth day’s session, except 
by unanimous consent. ’ 

Sec. 6. The Convention shall have power 
to order an executive session at any time. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a 
bona fide Trade Union shall be permitted te 
address the Convention or read papers 
therein, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Convention. 





XVi. CONSTITUTION 
Src. 8. Party politics, whether they be 
Democratic, Republican, Socialistic, Popu- 


listic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have 
no place in the Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business 
governing the preceding Convention shall be 
in force from the opening of any Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
until new rules have been adopted by action 
of the Convention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of not less than 
one-fourth of the delegates attending a 
Convention. 

Src. 11. No grievance shall be consid- 
ered by any Convention that has been de- 
cided by a previous Convention, except upon 
the recommendation of the Executive Coun- 
cil, nor shall any grievance be considered 
where the parties thereto have not pre- 
viously held a conference and attempted to 
adjust the same themselves. 


ARTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION. 


Sectrion 1. The basis of representation 
in the Convention shall be: From National 
and International Unions, for less than four 
thousand members, one delegate ; four thous- 
and or more, two delegates ; eight thousand 
or more, three delegates; sixteen thousand 
or more, four delegates ; thirty-two thousand 
or more, five delegates, and so on. From 
Central Bodies, State Federations, Federal 
Labor Unions, and Local Unions having no 
National or International Union, one dele- 
gate; provided, however, that Local Unions 
and Federal Labor Unions herein referred 
to, located in one city, shall have the right 
to unite in sending a delegate to represent 
them unitedly. Only bona fide wage work- 
ers who are not members of, or eligible to 
membership in, other Trade Unions, shall be 
eligible as delegates from Federal Labor 
Unions. 

Sec. 2.. The delegates shall be elected 
at least two weeks previous to the Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the names of such delegates 
shall be forwarded to the Secretary of this 
body immediately after their election. 

Sec. 3. Questions may be decided by 
division or a show of hands, but if a call 
of the roll is demanded by one-tenth of the 
delegates present each delegate shall cast 
one vote for every one hundred members or 
major fraction thereof he represents, but no 
City or State Federation shall be allowed 
more than one vote. 

Sec.’ 4. The Secretary shall prepare for 
use of the Convention printed poll lists, 
containing the number of votes the dele- 
gates from National and _ International 
Unions are entitled to, based upon the aver- 
age membership during the year, from re- 
ports made to the office of the Federation 
not later than September 30 preceding the 
Annual Convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization or person that 
has seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 

elled, by the American ederation of 
sabor, or by any National or International 
organization connected with the Federation, 
shall, while under such penalty, be allowed 
representation or recognition in this Fed- 
eration, or in any Central Body or National 
or International Union connected with the 
American Federation of Labor, under the 
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penalty of the suspension of the body violat- 
ing this section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be entitled 
to representation unless such organization 
has applied for and obtained a certificate of 
affiliation at least one month prior to the 
Convention, and no person shall be recog- 
nized as a delegate who fs not a member 
in good standing of the organization he is 
elected to represent. 

ARTICLE V.—OFPICcErRs. 

Section 1. The cfficers of the Federa- 
tion shall consist of a President, eight Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to 
be elected by the Convention on the last 
day of the session, and these officers shall 
be the Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary 
shall be members of the succeeding Conven- 
tion in case they are not delegates, but with- 
out vote. 

Suc. 3. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire 
on the first day of January succeeding the 
Convention. 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary 
shall engage suitable offices in the same 
building at Washington, D. C., for the 
transaction of the business of the organiza- 
tion. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall at all times be open to the inspection 
of the President and Executive Council. 


ARTICLE VI.—DUTIES OF PRESIDENT. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
President to preside at the Annual Conven- 
tion; to exercise supervision of the Federa- 
tion throughout its jurisdiction; to sign 
all official documents, and to travel, with 
the consent of the Executive Council, when- 
ever required, in the interest of the Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an 
itemized account of all moneys, traveling 
and incidental, expended by him in the in- 
terest of the Federation, and shall report 
his acts and doings to the Annual Conven- 
tion of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. The President, if not a delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a 
tie, but shall not vote at other times. He 
shall be required to devote all his time to 
the interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The President shall call meet- 
ings of the Executive Council, when neces- 


- sary, and shall preside over their delibera- 


tions, and shall receive for his services such 
sum as the Annual Convention may deter- 
mine, payable weekly. 

Src. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President by death, resignation,. or other 
cause, the Secretary shall perform the duties 
of the President until his successor is elect- 
ed. In that, event it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary to issue, within six days from 
the date of vacancy, a call for a meeting 
of the Executive Council at headquarters 
for the purpose of electing a President to 
fill said vacancy. 

ARTICLE VII.—DvtTies or SEcrerary. 


Section 1. The duties of the Secretary 


shall be to take charge of all books, papers, 
_and effects of the general office; to conduct 
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the correspondence pertaining to his office ; 
to furnish the elective officers with the nec- 
essary stationery; to convene and act as 
Secretary at the Annual Convention, and to 
furnish to the Committee on Credentials at 
the Convention a statement of the financial 
standing of each affiliated body; to forward 
on March ist and September ist of each 
year to the secretaries of all affiliated organ- 
izations a list of the names and addresses 
of secretaries and organizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all let- 
ters, documents, accounts, ete., in such man- 
ner as the Annual Convention may direct: 
he shall receive and collect all moneys due 
the Federation, and pay them to the Treas- 
urer, taking his receipt therefor; provided, 
that he may retain in his hands a sum not 
exceeding $2,000 for current expenses, which 
money shall be paid out only on the ap- 
proval of the President. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to 
the Auditing Committee, for their inspec- 
tion, vouchers for all moneys expended; 
close all accounts of the Federation on 
September 30 of each year, and ai] moneys 
received or disbursed after such date shall 
not be reported in the general balauce ac 
count of the ensuing Convention. IIe shall 
publish a financial report monthly in the 
“American Federationist,’ and send. one 
copy to each affiliated body, and such ad- 
ditional number of copies as may be ordered 
and paid for by any organization connected 
with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond 
of 000 for the faithful performance of 
his duties, and for his services he shall 
receive such sum as the Annual Convention 
may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps 
to Local and Federal Labor Unions, which 
shall be used by such unions with which to 
receipt for members’ dues. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of each In- 
ternational, National, Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Union affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to furnish to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor a copy of all official reports issued 
by such affiliated organizations, containing 
a statement of their membership in good 
standing, and to furnish such additional 
statistical data as may be called for by the 
Secretary of thé American Federation of 
Labor as may be in the possession of the 
respective unions. . 
ARTICLE VIII.—Dvutrirs or TRFASURER. 


Section 1. The Treasurer shall receive 
and take charge of all moneys, property 
and securities of the Federation delivered 
to him by the Secretary or other officers of 
the American Federation of Labor. All 
funds of the A. F. of L. exceeding fifteen 
thousand dollars shall be deposited by the 
Treasurer in bank, or banks, on interest 
bearing certificates of deposit in the name 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
in order to be cashed shall require the sig- 
natures of the Treasurer, the President, and 
the Secretary of the Federation. The 
Treasurer shall collect the interest on all 
such certificates or other deposit at the ex- 
piration of each six months, and pay the 
same over to the Secretary. The Treasurer 
shall deposit in open account in bank, or 
banks, in the name of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor as Treasurer, all amounts 
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in his possession not on certificates of de 
posit, and before any money thus deposited 
ean be drawn, each check shall be signed by 
him as Treasurer. A copy of this section 
shall be forwarded by the President of the 
Federation to each bank upon which th: 
Federation holds certificates of deposit. 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer shall pay, through 
the Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn 
on him, signed by the President and counts 
signed by the Secretary, as required by t} 
Constitution and none others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to 
the Annual Convention a complete stat 
ment of all receipts and disbursements dur 
ing his term of office, and at the expiration 
of his term of office he shall deliver up to 
his successor all moneys, securities, books. 
and papers of the Federation under his 
control; and for the faithful performance 
of his duties he shall give a bond in such 
sum as the Executive Council may dete) 
mine. The annual salary of the Treasurer 
shall be $500. 

ARTICLE IX.—-EXEcUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Secrion 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legislative meas 
ures directly affecting the interests of work 
ing people, and to initiate, whenever neces 
sary, such legislative action as the Conven 
tion may direct. 

Sec. 2.. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new Na 
tional or International Trade or Labor 
Unions, and to organize Local Trade and 
Labor Unions, and connect them with the 
Federation until such time as there is a 
sufficient number to form a National or In 
ternational Union, when it shall be the duty 
of the President of the Federation to s: 
that such organization is formed. 

Sec. 3. When a National or International 
Union has been formed the Presid-nt sha}! 
notify all Local Unions of that trade to 
affiliate with such National or International 
Union, and unless said notification be com 
plied with within three months their char 
ters shall be revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall also 
prepare and present to the Convention, in 
printed form, a concise statement of the 
details leading up to approved and pending 
boycotts (and all matters of interest to the 
Convention), and no indorsement for a boy- 
ecott shall be considered by the Convention 
except it has been so reported by the Execn- 
tive Council. 

Sec. 5. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own affairs. it 
shall be the duty of the Executive Council 
to secure the unification of all labor or 
ganizations, so far as to assist each other 
in any trade dispute. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the revenue of the 
Federation shall warrant such action, the 
Executive Council shall authorize the send 
ing out of Trade Union speakers from place 
to place in the interests of the Federation 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of 
time by members of the Executive Council 
organizers or speakers engaged by them. 
shall be $5.00 per day, hotel expenses, and 
actual railroad fare. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not 
in conflict with this Constitution, or the 
constitution of affiliated unions, and sha!l 
report accordingly to the Federation. 
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Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other than 
that of the President, by reason of death, 
resignation, or other cause, the President 
shall make such vacancy known to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and shall call for nomina 
tions. The names of all nominees shall be 
submitted to the Executive Council, and it 
shall require a majority vote of the Execu 
tive Council to elect. Upon each unsuccess- 
ful balloting the name of the candidate re- 
ceiving the lowest number of votes shall be 
dropped. 

Sec. 10. All Local Trade Unions and 
Federal Labor Unions holding charters di- 
rect from the American Federation of Labor 
desiring the assistance of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in trade disputes, shall sub- 
mit to the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for approval by the Execu- 
tive Council a full statement of the griev- 
ance before a strike occurs. Unions violat- 
ing this section shall forfeit all claims upon 
the American Federation of Labor or affiliat- 
ed organizations for support. 

Sec. 11. No charter shall be granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to any 
National, International, Trade, or Federal 
Labor Union without a positive and clear 
definition of the trade jurisdiction claimed 
by the applicant, and the charter shall not 
be granted if the jurisdiction claimed is a 
trespass on the jurisdiction of existing af- 
filiated unions, without the written consent 
of such unions: no affiliated international. 
national or local union shall be permitted 
to change its title or name if any trespass 
is made thereby on the jurisdiction of an 
affiliated organization, without having first 
obtained the consent and approval of a 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and it is further provided, that 
should any of the members of such Na- 
tional, International, Trade, or Federal La- 
bor Union work at any other vocation, trade. 
or profession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade, or profession, provided 
such are organized and affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 12.—The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall only 
have power to revoke the charter of an 
affiliated National or International Union 
when the revocation has been ordered by a 
two-thirds majority of a regular Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor. 
by a roll-call vote. 


ARTICLE X.—REVENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federa-~ 


tion shall be derived from a per capita tax 
to be paid upon the full paid-up member- 
ship of all affiliated bodies, as follows : From 
International or National Trade Unions, a 
per capita tax of one-half of one per cent 
per member per month; from Local Trade 
Unions and Federal Labor Unions, ten cents 
per member per month, five cents of which 
must be set aside to be used only in case 
of strike or lockout ; Local Unions, the ma- 
jority of whose members are less’ than 
eighteen (18) years of age, two cents per 
member per month: from Central and State 
bodies, $10 per year, payable quarterly. 
Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to 
a seat in the Annual Convention unless the 
tax of their organization, as provided for 
in section 1 of this Article, has been paid 
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in full to September 30 preceding the Colti- 
vention. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with 
this Federation not paying its per capita 
tax on or before the 15th of each month 
shall be notified of the fact by the Secretary 
of the Federation, and if at the end of three 
wonths it is still in arrears it shall become 
suspended from membership by the Federa 
tion, and can be reinstated only by a vote 
of the Convention when such arrearages are 
paid in full, as provided in section 2 of 
this Article. 


ARTICLE XI.—Loca.L CentTRAL BODIES. 


Section 1. No Central Labor Union, or 
any other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain in their councils dele- 
gates from any local organization that owes 
its allegiance to any other body, National or 
International, hostile to any affiliated or 
ganization, or that has been suspended 01 
expelled by, or not connected with, a Na 
tional or Imternational organization of their 
trade herein affiliated, under penalty of hav 
ing their charter revoked for violation of 
their charter, subject to appeal to the next 


Convention. 
Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all Na 


tional and International Unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct their Local Unions to join char 
tered Central Labor Bodies and State Fed 
erations in their vicinity where such exist. 
Similar instructions shall be given by the 
American Federation of Labor to all Trad 
and Federal Labor Unions under its juris 
diction. 

Src. 3. Where there are one or more 
Local Unions in any city belonging to any 
National or International Union affiliated 
with this Federation, they may organize a 
Trades Assembly or Central Labor Union. 
or shall join such body, if already in ex 
istence. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Local 
Central Labor Unions shall use all possible 
means to organize and connect as_ Local 
Unions to National or International Unions 
the organizations in their vicinity; to aid 
the formation of National or International! 
Unions where none exist, and to organize 
Federal Labor Unions where the number of 
craftsmen precludes any other form of or- 
ganization. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have the 
authoritv or power to order any organiza 
tion, affiliated with such Central Labor 
Union, or other central labor body, on a 
strike, where such organization has a Na- 
tional organization, until the proper author- 
ities of such National or International or 
ganization have been consulted and agreed 
to such action. 

Sec. 6. Separate charters may be issued 
to Central Labor Unions, Local Unions, or 
Federal Labor Unions, composed exclusively 
of colored members, where, 1n the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council, it appears 
advisable and to the best interest of the 
Trade Union movement to do so. 

Src. 7. No Central Labor Union, or other 
central body of delegates, shall have au- 
thority or power to originate a boycott, nor 
shall such bodies indorse and order the plac- 
ing of the name of anv person, firm, or cor- 
poration on an unfair list until the Local 
Union desiring the same has, before declar- 
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ing the boycott, submitted the matter in 
dispute to the Central Body for investiga- 
tion, and the best endeavors on its part 
to effect an amicable settlement. Violation 
of this section shall forfeit charter. 

Sec. 8. No Central Body affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor shall re- 
ject credentials presented by a duly elected 
or appointed delegation of a Local Union, 
chartered by a National or an International 
Union having affiliation with the American 
Federation of Labor; Provided, however, 
that upon written charges signed by at 
least three delegates, any delegate of an 
affiliated Union may, upon conviction after 
a fair trial, be expelled or suspended. Action 
of the Central Body, under this section, 
shall be subject to appeal to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor and no delegation representing Local 
Unions affiliated, as herein described, shall 
be suspended or expelled until like action 
is taken. 

Src. 9. No Central Body shall take part 
in the adjustment of wage contracts, wage 
disputes or working rules of Local Unions, 
affiliated with a National or International 
Union, unless the laws of the National or 
International Union permit, except upon 
the request or consent of the executive offi- 
cer of the National or International Union 
affected. 


ARTICLE XII.—ASSESSMENT IN’ DEFENSE 
OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
UNIONS. 


SecTION 1. The Executive Council shall 
have power to declare a levy of one cent 
per member per week on all affiliated unions 
for a period not exceeding ten weeks in any 
one year, to assist in the support of an 
affiliated National or International Union 
engaged in a protracted strike or lockout. 

Sec. 2. Any Union, International, Na- 
tional, or Local, failing to pay within sixty 
days the levies declared in accordance with 
section 1, shall be deprived of representa- 
tion in Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and in City Central Bodies. 
— with the Ameriean Federation of 
sabdor. 


ARTICLE XIIT.—Derense FunpD For LocaAL 
TRADE AND FEDERAL. LABOR UNIONS. 


SecTION 1. The money of the defense 
fund shall be drawn only to sustain strikes 
or lockouts of Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Unions, when such strikes or lock- 
outs are authorized, indorsed, and conducted 
in conformity with the following provisions 
of this Article: 

Sec. 2. In the event of a disagreement 
between a Local Union and an employer 
which, in the opinion of the Local Union, 
may result in a_ strike, such Union shall 
notify the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, who shall investigate, or 
cause an investigation to be made, of the 
disagreement, and endeavor to adjust the 
difficulty. If his efforts should prove futile, 
he shall take such steps as he may deem 
necessary in notifying the Executive Coun- 
cil, and if the majority of said Council shall 
decide that a strike is necessary, such Union 
shall be authorized to order a strike, but 
that under no circumstances shall a strike 
or lockout be deemed legal, or moneys ex- 
pended from the defense fund on that ac- 
count, unless the strike or lockout shall have 
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been first authorized and approved by the 
President and Executive Council. 

Sec. 3. When a strike has been au- 
thorized and approved by thé President and 
Executive Council, the president of the Lo- 
cal Union interested shall, within twenty- 
four hours, call a meeting of said Union, 
“of which every member shall be regularly 
notified,” to take action thereon, and no 
member shall vote on such question unless 
he is in good standing. Should _ three- 
fourths of the members present decide, by 
secret ballot, on a strike, the president of 
the Local Union shall immediately notify 
the President of the American Federation 
of Labor of the cause of the matter in dis- 
pute: what the wages, hours, and condi- 
tions of labor then are; what advances, if 
any, are sought ; what reductions are offered, 
if any; state the number employed and 
unemployed ; the state of trade generally in 
the locality, and the number of persons in- 
volved, union and non-union. Also _ the 
number of members who would become en- 
titled to the benefits herein provided should 
the application be authorized and approved. 

Sec. 4. No local shall be entitled to bene- 
fit from the defense fund unless it has been 
in continuous good standing for one year; 
and no member shall be entitled to benefit 
from said defense fund unless he has been 
a member in good standing in the American 
Federation of Labor for at least one year. 

Sec. 5. When a strike has been inaug- 
urated under the provisions of sections 2 
and 3, the American Federation of Labor 
shall pay to the bonded officer of the Union 
involved, or his order, for a period of six 
weeks, an amount equal to four ($4) dollars 
per week for each member. Each Local 
Union shall require its treasurer to give 
proper bond for the safe keeping and dis- 
bursement of all funds of the Local. No 
benefit shall be paid for the first two weeks 
of the strike. The Executive Council shall 
have the power to authorize the payment 
of strike oenefits for an additional period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a Local Union on 
strike shall be entitled to weekly benefits 
unless he reports daily to the proper officer 
of the Local Union while the strike con 
tinues, and no member who shall receive a 
week’s work, three days. to be a week, shall 
receive benefits. Any member refusing other 
work while on strike (providing said work 
is not in conflict with labor’s interests) 
shall not be entitled to any benefits. 

Sec. 7. Any Union inaugurating a strike 
without the approval of the Executive Coun- 
ceil shall not receive benefits on account of 
said strike. 

Sec. 8. In case of lockout the Executive 
Council shall have power to pay_benefits if. 
upon investigation, it is found that the 
Local Union whose members are involved 
did not by their action or demands provoke 
the lockout by their employer. 

Sec. 9. During the continuance of a 
strike, the executive board of the Local 
Union shall make weekly reports to the Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of Labor, 
showing the amount of money distributed 
for benefits, and to whom paid, furnishing 
individual receipts to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor from all mem- 
bers to whom such benefits have been paid. 
and all other facts that may be required. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared 
off, a special meeting of the Union shall be 
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ealled for that purpose, and it shall require 
a majority vote of all members present to 
decide the question either way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the defense fund 
becoming dangefously low through protract- 
ed strike or lockout, the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor shall 
have the power to levy an assessment of ten 
‘ents on each member of Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, assessments to be re- 
stricted to not more than five per year; 
and further, that there shall always be a 
surplus of five thousand ($5,000) dollars in 
the defense fund. 

Sec. 12. That no Local shall be entitled 
to any of the benefits of the defense fund 
unless it requires its members to pay not 
less than fifty (50) cents per month. 

Sec. 13. That the Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions set aside for the main- 
tenance of a local defense fund not less than 
five cents a month from each member. 


ARTICLE XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Secrion 1. Certificates of affiliation shall 
be granted by the President of the Federa- 
tion, by and with the consent of the Execu- 
tive Council, to all National and Interna- 
tional Unions and local bodies affiliated with 
this Federation. 

Sec. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who 
are favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade 
or calling is not organized, and are not 
members of any body affiliated with this 
Federation, who will subscribe to this Con- 
stitution, shall have the power to form a 
local body to be known as a “Federal Labor 
Union,” and they shall hold regular meet- 
ings for the purpose of strengthening and 
advancing the Trade Union movement, and 
shall have power to make their own rules 
in conformity with this Constitution, and 
shall be granted a local certificate by the 
President of this Federation ; Provided, the 
request for a certificate be indorsed by the 


FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


nearest Local or National Trade Union off 
cials connected with this Federation. The 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have authority to appoint any 
person who is a member of any afliliated 
union to audit the accounts of such Federal 
Trade or Labor Unions as the President of 
the American Federation of Labor may di 
rect and report the result thereof to the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor. The books and accounts of each 
lederal Trade and Labor Union shall be at 
all times open to the inspection of auditors 
appointed under this section. 

Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated 
bodies shall be five ($5) dollars, payable to 
the Secretary of the Federation, and the fee 
shall accompany the application. 

Sec. 4. The American Federation of 
Labor shall refer all applications for certifi- 
cates of affiliation from Local Unions or 
Federal Labor Unions from a vicinity where 
a chartered Central Labor Union exists to 
that body for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall not 
be granted by State Federations of Labor. 
That power is vested solely in the Execu 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor and the executive officers of National 
— International Unions affiliated there- 
with. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal 
Labor Unions shall be chartered in any one 
city. No Federal Labor Union shall be 
recognized as affiliated if its membership 
consists of a majority of active members 
of Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of 
lelegates from Central Bodies. 


ARTICLE XV.—-AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or 
altered only at a regular session of the 
Convention, and to do so it shall require a 
two-thirds vote. 
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TWENTY=SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF 


THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1907 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session 


Auditorium, Jamestown Exposition. 
Norfolk, Va., Nov. 11, 197. 


Pursuant to law the regular meet- 
ing of the twenty-seventh annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was called to order by 
President Gompers at 11 o’clock a. 
m., in the Auditorium, Jamestown 
Exposition. 


The session was opened with prayer 
by Rev. Calvin S. Blackwell, D. D., 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Norfolk, Virginia. 


President Gompers then intro- 
duced Hon. H. St. George Tucker, 
president of the Jamestown Exposi- 
tion. 


Mr. Tucker—Mr. President and 
Brothers of the American Federation 


of Labor. It gives. me great pleas- 
ure as President of the Jamestown 
Exposition, to welcome to its gates 
your great body. All expositions 
should have some great distinctive 
object in view. Our exposition has 
been chiefly historical; but we have 
sought to emphasize certain things in 
the building and running of this Ex- 
position to be signalized as different 
from anything else that has occurred 
in the country. We count ourselves 
happy in having in the celebration 
of the Jamestown Exposition signal- 
ized one great fact, that it is the 
only exposition ever builded in Amer- 
ica by union labor. We have demon- 
strated to the world that capital and 
labor can work harmoniously to- 
gether. 

I take special pride in the position 
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which I occupy in this Exposition in 
being able to point to the world the 
one great achievement made on the 
soil of Old Virginia—the unity of 
capital and labor in this great under- 
taking. You know Old Virginia is 
always first in everything. She is like 
the Irishman, first at a frolic, a fight, 
Or a funeral. Mighty good qualities 
We fight sometimes down here when 
some people think we ought not to 
fight, and we are sometimes called 
rebels. Some people don’t like the 
word rebel—I like it. The man or 
the people that has not the starch 
to rebel against wrong or oppression 
is unworthy of freedom. (Applause. ) 

My simple province is to bid 
you welcome. I want you to see this 
Exposition. It has had a great deal 
of knocking besides what the carpen- 
ters have put on it; it has had a great 
deal of hammering besides what has 
been done on these anvils; but I want 
you to go and look at it, to go 
through the beautiful walks and 
buildings, and then when you leave 
these grounds. say whether or not 
this Exposition is not worthy of the 
great event which it celebrates, 
worthy of our great people and 
worthy of Old Virginia. (Applause.) 
Some people ask me whether we are 
going to pay out, and say, “Your Ex- 
position is not a success, is it? You 
are not going to pay out.’ Some 
people have an idea that you cannot 
have anything that is a success un- 
less there is a little money in. Did 
you ever hear anybody ask the ques- 
tion whether Abraham Lincoln died 
rich or poor? 

I bid you God-speed in your work. 
I trust your session may be a pleas- 
ant and a profitable one, and 
when you leave these shores you will 
say it was good for us to have met 
together in Jamestown in that Expo- 
sition builded by union labor and car- 
ried through without controversy by 
them, (Applause.) 


President Gompers introduced Mr. 
James G. Riddick. Mayor of the City 
of Norfolk. 


Mr. Riddick said: Mr. Chairman, 
Ladies and Gentlemen—The City of 
of Norfolk today bids every laboring 


that | 
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man within the confines of the United 
States, from Canada to the Keys, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and 
every laboring man from the center 
of the world to its outermost circum- 
ference welcome’ within her gates. 
We are glad to have you among us. 
Our city has no locks or keys; there 
are no golden gates that open to 
golden keys. We are proud to grasp 
the hand of the laboring man; we 
are proud to feel that you have hon- 
ored us with your presence, and we 
are more than glad that you are well 
represented among. us. Our city is 
open at all times and all hours. We 
ask you to enjoy every blessing that 
we can offer. 


President Gompers introduced Hon. 


S. R. Buxton, Mayor of Newport 
News. 

Mr. Buxton said: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Ladies and Gentlemen— 
It is a great pleasure to welcome 


you on behalf of the city of Newport 
News, wh ch in this day of 1907, 
when we are talking about birth- 
places and things of which we boast, 
I will designate as the birthplace of 
the American battleship, as I supple- 
ment the words of welcome that have 
been so graciously extended by the 
gentlemen who have preceded me, 
Your honorable president was with 
us on two occasions prior to this. On 
one of those occasions the cities and 
communities of Tidewater Virginia 
were celebrating ‘Tidewater Day.” 
Mr. Gompers made on that occasion 
one of the best addresses to which I 
have ever listened. In his conclud- 


ing remarks he took as his own the 
sentiments that are contained in the 
conclusion to a toast to Virginia that 


was given by some good Virginian, 
and with which you are familiar. It 
concluded in this way: He believed 
that that happy land the Lord had 
prepared for mortal man was built 
exactly on the plan of Old Virginia, 
and prayed that when his time should 


come to die they would take him 
back and let him lie close to where 
the James goes flowing by. While I 


do not know the author of that little 
bit of verse, nor from what section 


of this commonwealth he or she may 
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have come, I am persuaded that 
when those lines were penned the 
writer must have stood on the bank 
of the old historic James not far 
from the site which is today occu- 
pied by the city I have the honor 
to represent. 


President Gompers introduced Hon. 
Merritt Cook, who spoke on behalf 
of the Business Men’s Association 
and Board of Trade of Norfolk. 


Mr. Cook—Mr. President, Ladics 
and Gentlemen of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: I am very sorry 
Mr. Anderson, President of the Busi- 
ness Men’s Association and Board of 
Trade is unable to be with you today 
on account of illness. He has dele- 
gated to me the pleasure of welcom- 
irg you on tehalf of the Board of 
Trade of the City of Norfolk; also 
to express tv you the kindest wishes 
of that body for your success. tor, 
as one of the capitalists of the City 
of Norfolk, so reported, I think it is 
absolutely essential that the working 
men should be successful if capital 
and business would be successful. 
The one is essential to the other, and 
it is utterly impossible for capital or 
the business man to succeed unless 
you succeed. Therefore, on behalf of 
the Board of Trade I wish you the 
greatest success in vour deliberations. 
Of course a few grasping capitalists 
have made mistakes, but on the 
whole the business men wish you 
God-speed. 

if you will pardon me for a per- 
sonal allusion, I will say I am a work- 
ing man in one sense. While I like 
money, and there are very few of 
us who ‘%o not, I have a boy I am 
prouder of than I would be of any 
amount of money. When he returned 
from school this summer he said he 
wanted to leurn the practical part of 
electrical engineering, and he arose 
at 6 o’clock in the morning took his 
dinner pail, went to work, and Aid 
not return till late at nignt. [ have 
no doubt that when he is graduated, 
if you will accent him, he will be a 
meniber of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Let me say again we welcome you, 
and will be glad to see each and 


every one of you at our Board of 
Trade Building. 


President Gompers introduced Mr. 
H. S. Scott, President of the Central 
Labor Union of Norfolk. 


Mr. Scott—Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen—On behalf of the 
Central Labor Union of the City of 
Norfolk, we extend to you a hearty 
welcome, and assure you we will do 
all we can to make your stay 
among us _ pleasant. I trust’ that 
your deliberations may assist in up- 
building further and extending fur- 
ther the good work of the American 
Federation of Labor. On behalf of 
some of our local people here I wish 
to present to President Gompers a 
gavel. President Gompers, this gavel 
is valuable because of its historical 
associations. The piece of wood from 
which it was made was taken from 
an old oak tree standing on the Ex- 
position grounds, said to be one 
thousand years old. On pehalf of 
Cc. P. Connolly, James M. O’Conor, 
H. S. Scott, and R. E. Reed, I pre- 
sent this gavel. 





President Gompers introduced Mr. 
James O’Donnell, President of the 
Virginia Federation of Labor. 


Mr. O’Donnell said: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Ladies and Gentlemen—lIt is 
my pleasure no less than my privi- 
lege, to appear before this distin- 
guished representation of the best 
that there is in labor’s ranks, and 
extend to you a hearty welcome te 
this, the first convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held 
in this part of the country. When a 
delegate was sent to Minneapolis 
from the Virginia Federation of La- 
bor, accompanied by a delegate from 
the Central Labor Union of Norfolk, 
to invite you here our nrst thought 
was to bring you to Norfolk to show 
to the people that those who repre- 
sented the labor of this great country 
of ours made up a body of men emi- 
nently fitted to bring to them, as they 
had brought to others in greater 
cities and great states, numerically 
speaking, the knowledge that what 
is possible to acquire in other parte 
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of the country was possible in this. 
Men the world over are fundamen- 
tally the same, and we wished to 
show the people here that what oth- 
ers had done they might do. We 
also wanted to call to your minds 
the fact that union labor has built 
this Exposition, one of the greatest 
plants—not in area, but in perfec- 
tion. We wanted to show you this 
city beautiful, we wanted to show 
you what was done by the labor un- 
ions from the foundation to the com- 
pletion of these beautiful and sym- 
metrical structures. We wanted to 
call to your attention that there are 
greater things in life than the mere 
making of money. I believe’ the 
American Federation of Labor is not 
so much interested in the making of 
money per se as it is in getting a 
larger product of that labor for the 
purpose of bettering conditions. They 
want a greater number of people to 
enjoy the conditions that are made 
by a larger circulation of money. 


President Gompers introduced Hon. 
Claude A. Swanson, Governor of Vir- 
ginia. 


Governor Swanson: Mr. President 
and members of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen—I feel highly complimented 
in being allowed the privilege and 
honor of addressing such an assem- 
blage as this. Now, you have been 
welcomed by everybody in Virginia, 
the mayors, the laboring man, the 
capitalists, but I extend to you a 
warm, loving welcome on behalf of 
the great toiling masses of Virginia, 
who are glad to see you here in our 
midst. Before I welcome you as an 
organization, I want to welcome your 
distinguished officers to Virginia, for 
I feel a pride in having your presi- 
dent and your splendid secretary here 
in this state. I was in Congress for 
years, and I wish to pay this tribute 
to these two splendid officials of the 
American Federation of Labor. They 
have been patriotic, unselfish, and 
have served the organization actively 
and untiringly. I am glad to have 
this opportunity as a member of 
Congress to pay this tribute to them, 
and also as Governor of Virginia, to 


: organization. 


-white races met here. 


say they have been to see me when- 
ever labor had any rights to be main- 
tained or wrongs to be _ redressed. 


I could not have any _ peace. 
I was chased up and down 
from committee room to lobby by 


your president and secretary, if a bill 
affecting labor was pending—and 
they always got me. 

I also want to extend a cordial wel- 
come to this splendid organization. 
If there is any body of people that 
has done a great deal for the uplift- 
ing of America, for the building of 
American institutions, for the honor 
and credit of America abroad and 
at home, it is the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. I pass down the 
streets of a city every day, and I see 
beautiful, gladsome little girls going 
to school. When I look at them I 
think of the homes they will some 
day preside over, of the future Amer- 
icans who will cluster around them, 
and realize that the fact that they 
are going to school instead of work- 
ing in factories is due to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. (Ap- 
plause.) When I pass one of those 
sweet little flaxen-haired girls I give 
a tribute of gratitude and approval 
to the institution that brought these 
great blessings to her and to Amer- 
ica and to humanity. I go to the 
laboring man’s home—and I have 
been there, I am one of them—when 
I go to that home and find comforts, 
when I find leisure on the part of 
the man to talk to his family and 
keep in touch with his children, when 
I find the hours of labor are limited 
so that he can get some pleasure in 
life. I give the credit to this great 
Indeed I go further. 
I think of the great future of this 
country, the home of the greatest 
race the world has ever’ seen, the 
amalgamation of all the victorious 
The Anglo- 
Saxon, the Scotch, the Jew, the 
Irish, the Dutch, all are met here 
and blended into one great race, the 
American, the greatest and noblest 
race of all time that holds in its hand 
the destinies of the world. The races 
we descended from were great races. 
I know the organization and the peo- 
ple who have stood as a barrier 





against the greed of capital and re- 
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fused to have an infusion of Oriental 
blood in America are right. You 
have built, not only for yourselves, 
not only because you did not want 
competition in labor, but you have 
been broad enough to build America 
for future generations. Surely an or- 
ganization that could do this, an or- 
ganization that is broad enough and 
patriotic enough to build American 
institutions, not for the day, but for 
the future, is entitled to a cordial, 
warm loving welcome at the birth- 
day party given for the celebration 
of the foundation of this great na- 
tion. I extend to you the high seat 
in the synagogue here today. Take 
possession of it. 

There has been a great deal of 
complaint about the demands of 
labor. I was in Congress for many 
years, and I have been Governor of 
Virginia for two years, and it has 
been very rarely that they have come 
to me with demands that were not 
just. Some times they have; for I 
have had laboring men come to me 
with demands that were not just, not 
the organizations, but the members, 
and I have had the courage to refuse 
them when they were not right; but 
nine times out of ten When the organ- 
izations make, demands they are just. 

My friends, what makes America 
great? It is not the vast fortunes 
piled up here and there; it is not the 
great millionaires, not the great 
statesmen, speakers and soldiers; it 
is the myriad of happy homes dotting 
the hills and valleys whose inmates 
are blessed with refinement and 
education. They are greater than all 
the armies and navies and splendors 
and wealth of the world. And Amer- 
ict is builded that way. The settle- 
ment here at Jamestown three cen- 
turies ago, marked the beginning of 
a great social revolution. Up to that 
time caste, the privileged classes and 
the aristocracy ruled the world. La- 
bor was servile, and to admit you 
were a laboring man was to aamit you 
were a slave of some _ feudal lord, 
some king or some aristocrat. But 
in the forests of America, humanity 
made for itself a new existence. Priv- 
ilege, caste, aristocracy had no power 
in the wilderness. What was - needed 
was ability to fight savages, to build 


homes and construct bridges and 
roads; courage and achievement be- 
came the password of success. The 
idle and listless drone, however, high 
his station or blue his blood, had no 
place in the forests of America and 
disappeared. Enterprise, labor, 
achievement gave dignity to man- 
hood, and every city and common- 
wealth in America has_ been built 
upon it. 

This great social revolution in 
America has circumnavigated the 
globe. It has gone to Great Britain, 
and the great power in that country 
today is not the aristocracy but the 
working class. It regenerated France 
and brought life and liberty and 
change to an oppressed and down- 
trodden people. It emancipated the 
serfs of Russia. This great doctrine 
of what a man is, not what his father 
was, emanated from America; it was 
founded here at Jamestown and has 
circumnavigated the globe, and is the 
harbinger of great revolutions yet to 
come for the relief of down-trodden 
humanity. Here was first taught to 
man the dignity of labor, and he has 
today more honor, more power and 
more profit than the listless dude who 
does nothing but spend the accumu- 
lations of a father or former ances- 
tor. And we will cling to these ideals. 
We do not want fortunes in America 
piled up like snow in a’storm. When 
I was a country boy I used to go out 
and see the snow piled up in great 
heaps by the wind, while out in the 
fields were spaces bare and without 
snow. America does not want such 
conditions. We want the great ac- 
cumulations of wealth in America 
justly and fairly distributed between 
labor and the employers’ of labor. 
You can not get rich by legislation. 
You can take a sorry, trifling mem- 
ber of the American Federation of 
Labor, let him sit here in Norfolk on 
a dry goods box and chew tobacco 
and spit, and Abraham Lincoln might 
be president, all the statesmen the 
world might ever furmish could con- 
trol the destinies of this nation, and 
that man will have nothing to eat at 
home and nobody to credit him. La- 
bor must produce wealth; there is 
no wealth except that produced by 
labor. Governments cannot create 
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wealth, but they can distribute it 
when once created. I am not going 
to make a political speech, do not be 
uneasy. 

What is honest government? Hon- 
est government is one that will take 
the toil and sweat of one man and 
let it stay in the pockets of the man 
that produced the wealth. Dishon- 
est government is the one that will 
take the sweat and toil of one man 
and put in the pockets of another; 
that will take the earnings of labor 
and put it in the pockets of the man 
who did not produce it. Edmund 
Burke, one of the greatest statesmen 
that ever lived, said that when a Dill 
came before him his first question 
was whether it left the wealth stay 
in the pocket of the man who pro- 
duced it. An honest public man is 
a public man who will not unite with 
the laboring man to rob a rich man, 
or assist the rich man by any sys- 
tem of legislation to rob the laboring 
man. This is the great principle that 
should animate this organization. 
Work for the nation, work for the 
flag, and when you do that you will 
work for yourselves, because the 
great glory of America is inseparably 
wound up in the government. AS 
long as the masses of the people are 
honest, as long as they can have 
sweet homes, unmortgaged, as long 
as they can spend hours with their 
children and in educating themselves, 
the future of America is assured and 


her past glories are but a _ prelude 
to greater power, greater glory and 
greater achievement. 


We have made a wonderful prog- 
ress in three centuries. The settle- 
ment of Virginia was peculiar. Among 
the 107 men who came here were 
three bricklayers, three carpenters 
and one barber. The rest of them 
were gentiemen who never did any 
work. The greatest man who ever 
lived at that time was John Smith 
and he said to these gentlemen, ‘‘No 
work, no food,’ and the sons of these 
dukes and lords went out and cut 
down trees, and soon began to vie 
with one another to see who could 
cut down the most. He taught these 
men of gentle blood the lesson that 
labor gives dignity, that labor gives 
position. This principle was estab- 


lished here three centuries ago, and 
it has been the principle of the coun- 
try ever since; by the sweat of your 
brow shall you earn your bread. 

The pioneer as he advanced across 
the continent constructed with his 
log cabin the log church and the log 
schoolhouse. We give more money 
today for schools, we have education 
more generally diffused than any 
country in the world, and we propose 
that this great system of education 
shall continue to be invigorated and 
strengthened until there is not a child 
in the country who has not the bless- 
ing of a splendid education. 

Whether by a’ laboring man or a 
public man, whether in the higher 
walks of life or the humbler ones, 
let us be true to our calling and 
our country; let us feel as our fath- 
ers felt, that public honor is private 
honor, that public disgrace is private 
disgrace, that public success is pri- 
vate success. Let us put that prin- 
ciple above money and _ ecarry this 
great country to that goal which 
God and opportunity has pointed out 
to us. (Applause. ) 

President Gompers: I am 
that no one could have been 
hearing distance of the magnificent 
addresses that have been delivered 
to us this morning without being im- 
pressed so deeply by them as to make 
that impression last so long as life 
shall remain. And for a moment Il 
was transported back a third of a 
century, and it seemed to me I could 
see again the doors of decent society 
closed against the men who had the 
intelligence and the courage to face 
antagonism, bitterness and prejudice, 
the men who had the courage. to 


sure 
within 


‘associate themselves with the few in 


the labor movement who proclaimed 
the rights of labor, and who pledged 
themselves and their lives to the task 
of trying to bring about the knowl- 
edge and conception among the toil- 
ers of our country that unity is 
essential to their common uplift. 
(Applause.) In those days, to speak 
in the language of today, the men 
who spoke of united labor were re- 
garded as having had a “brainstorm.” 

Passing through the years since, aye, 
and looking farther back into the 


days when men not only had their 
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foreheads branded with red-hot irons 
to designate their contumacy against 
their masters, but were sent to the 
jails and to the gibbets, we find our- 
selves here in grand Old Virginia today 
with a transformation that has not 
only honored labor, but which in re- 
turn honors the intelligence of the 
men who have come here and wel- 
comed us by their presence and in 
their speech. No man can speak of 
that wonderful progress without feel- 
ing some exultation that the day of 
real freedom is near at hand, or that 
its coming events are casting their 
shadows before, or that there is a ray 
of sunlight that is peering into the 
homes and lives of the working peo- 
ple of our country and of our time the 
world over and that justice and lib- 
erty in their truest and best accept- 
ance will reign among the people of 
the earth. 

I am always proud to be in Vir- 
ginia; its history is so interesting, its 
influence is. so great, and its men 
have done so much. They have coined 
language that has had a magical ef- 
fect upon the destinies of mankind. 
No man can read with unmoved emo- 
tion the declaration of the immortal 
Patrick Henry, who preferred, in the 
last analysis, death rather than the 
loss of freedom. (Applause. ) No 
man can read _ the declarations of 
Thomas’ Jefferson without feeling 
that he lived for his fellowmen. No 
man can read and study and think 
over the wonderful declarations made 
in the three conventions in which was 
done the foundation work for the 
principles enunciated in that famous 
document the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence with emotions unmoved. 
We know Virginia as the mother 
of presidents, the mother of states- 
men, and the mother of states. 
Virginia has given us glorious men 
and glorious people, and when the 
time came for a contest for that 
which her people believed to be right, 
no matter how much we may differ 
with them as to the merits of it, no 
one will dispute either the mental 
capacity or the physical courage of 
any of them. (Applause. ) And I 
venture this prediction, that when 
any grave crisis shall arise in the 
affairs of our country or our people, 


Virginia will make good her quota 
of all that may be essential to the 
progress or the protection of our 
rights. And I want to say that this 
does not apply to Virginia alone, nor 
are my words intended to be flattery; 
they are simply a fair, just estima- 
tion of the makeup of Virginia’s peo- 
ple, but apply also to all our people. 

Now a word in reference to this 
great exposition. I very well remein- 
ber one of the earliest expositions of 
the whole world, somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 1860, held in Eng- 
land. Workingmen were permitted 
to go to that exposition occasionally, 
and workingmen’s’7 children were 
allowed to go semi-occasionally. I 
remember the growth of the several 
expositions held in various places, 
and they show a continued and 
marked progress. In one place I saw 
an exposition being arranged in which 
contract convict labor entered, and 
because I criticised that I do not 
think my stay in the town was pro- 
longed with the consent or encour- 
agement of those who were in charge 
of the management of the exposition. 

We saw a large measure of recogni- 
tion in the exposition in Chicago, a 
little better recognition in San Fran- 
cisco, in Omaha, in Buffalo, in St. 
Louis. but it remained for the great 
Jamestown Exposition management 
to have all this grand work of genius 
that existed in the minds of the pro- 
jectors transformed into actualities 
by the brain and brawn of American 
organized labor. CApplause.) And 
it was the great concern, both of the 
management of the exposition and 
of organized labor, that there 
should not occur one hitch upon which 
opponents and critics might find a 
peg to hang their criticism. You 
may go through the grounds and 
view the buildings from the exterior 
and the interior, and you will see that 
they are so artistically constructed as 
to make a deep impression upon the 
minds of all who visit the exposition. 
They are a credit to‘everyone who 
had anything to do with their de- 
signing and construction, and the pity 
of it all is that the exposition will 
soon have to be closed, perhaps not 
to be reopened. 

Today the only people, if there be 
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any, deprived of any rights; the only 
people, if there be any, upon whom 
tyranny and wrong and injustice are 
imposed, are the men and women of 
labor. It is the last estate in the de- 
velopment of human progress upon 
which injustice will be practiced. But 
we have made great progress, and 
we propose to make still more. If 
ever a movement has been estab- 
lished whose influence extends far be- 
yond its own membership, that move- 
ment is the much-abused organized 
labor movement, for it consists of 
such elements that its members can- 
not do anything for themselves that 
has not a corresponding influence 
upon every other working man, par- 
ticularly, and upon all the people gen- 
erally. 

I know of no _ organization that 
makes so little pretense of pa- 
triotism, but in which true patriot- 
ism prevails to such a large extent 
as in organized labor. We want 
peace; we love peace and we are 
working for peace, and in the pro- 
portion our working people are bet- 
ter organized, in that degree will we 
secure peace. But we are not supine, 
we are not driveling sycophants; we 
know our rights—or we think we do, 
and that is just as good—and we are 
going to stand for them. 

I believe that industrial peace is 
essential to our progress, almost as 
essential as is air to lung-breathing 
animals; but the time is passed 
when the possessors of wealth, the 


employers of labor who consider 
themselves masters, can look down 
upon the laboring man who stoops 
with bent shoulders and accepts the 
order of the master. Labor today 
stands erect looking the whole world 
in the’ face, insisting upon equal 
treatment and equal opportunity, and 
it resents any attempt at injustice or 
wrong. 


Governor Swanson, the Mayors of 
the two cities, representatives of or- 
ganized labor, we want to assure you 
that we appreciate your words of wel- 
come to Virginia more than we can 
find words tc express. We thank you 
most earnestly for them, and will en- 
deavor to show by our actions what 
is in our hearts, although we cannot 
adequately express it now. We are 
all grateful and thankful for these 
words of welcome, for we know and 
feel they have been expressed in all 
sincerity. We know they’ are not 
meant as mere passing compliments 
appropriate to an occasion. To you 
gentlemen of labor of Virginia who 
have presented me with this gavel, 1 
want to extend my thanks. It is 
one of the souvenirs I shall cherish. 
I do not think I will say anything 
more but will thank you _ for the 
courtesy of your attention, 


After announcement was made of 
the arrangement for a group photo- 
graph of the convention, the session 
was adjourned at 1 p. m., to convene 
at 2:45 p. m.. 
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FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 3 p. m., Monday, November 11, 
President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate John H. Brinkman, of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers Inter- 
national Union, read the following 
report for the committee on creden- 
tials: 


Norfolk, Virginia Nov. 11, 1907. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
ad the American Federation of La- 

or: 


Gentlemen:—Your Committee on 
Credentials begs leave to report, that 
they have examined the credentials of 
356 delegates, representing 86 In- 
ternational and National Unions, 29 
State Branches, 93 Central Bodies, 
26 Local Trade and Federal Labor 
Unions, and 5 Fraternal Delegates, 
and recommend the _ following be 
seated: 


Actors National Protective Union of 
North America—Harry DeVeaux 11 
votes. 


Asbestos Workers of America, Nation- 
al Association of Heai, Frost, Gen- 
eral Insulators and—Andrew J. 
Kennedy, 5 votes. 


Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America— 
A, A. Myrup, John Weber 110 votes. 


Barbers’ International Union—W. E. 
ee. Frank X. Noschang, Jas. 
a Shanessy, Jacob Fischer, 241 
yaben 


Bill Posters and Billers National Al- 
liance—Thomas A. Sheehan, 14 
votes, 


Blacksmiths, International Brother- 
hood of— W. Kline, William J. 
Dougherty, “John J. Mockler, 93 
votes. 


Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
of America, Brotherhood of— 
Thomas H. Flynn, W. L. A. John- 
son, Thomas Nolan, 157 votes. 


Bookbinders, International Brother- 
hood of—Robert Glockling, 89 
votes, 


Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union—John 
F. Tobin, Chas. L. Baine, William 
Tateman, John D. Dullea Warren 
M. Hatch, 320 votes. 


Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Work- 
ers’ Alliance, International—Frank 
Butterworth, 43 votes. 


Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’ 
International Association of—F. M. 
Ryan, John T. Butler, D. F. Dwyer, 
100 votes. 


Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
Brotherhood of—Frank Duffy, T. 
M. Guerin, J. E. Potts, William D. 
Huber, J. D. McKinlay, William B. 
Macfarlane, A. M. Swartz, 1,929. 
votes. . 


Carpenters and Joiners, Ameena 
Society—Herbert Crampton, C. 
Nelson 58 votes. 


Carriage and Wagon Workers, Inter- 
national Union—John H. Brink- 
man, 31 votes. 


Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America—Samuel Gompers, Thos. 
F. Tracy. J. Mahlon Barnes, Geo. 
R. Fre neh, John T. Smith, 399 votes 


Clerks’ International Protective Asso- 
ciation, Retail—H. J. Conway. Max 
Morris, A. B. Loebenberg, D. F. 
Manning, Herman Robinson, 500 
votes. 


Commercial Telegraphers’ Union of 
America, the—Daniel L. Russell, 35 
votes. 





Coopers’ International Union of North 
America—J. A. Cable, August Bab- 
litz, 53 votes. 





Electrical Workers of America, In- 
ternational Brotherhood of a 
McNulty. Stephen J. Fay. W. E. 
Kennedy, 302 votes. 


Elevator Constructors, International 
Union of—Frank Feeney, 23 votes. 


Engineers’ International Union of 
Steam—Matt Comerford, Res... oe 
McKee, P. C. Winn! Henry Ketter, 
175 votes. 





Firemen, International Brotherhood 
of Stationary—C. L. Shamp, Tim- 
othy Healy. J. W. Morton, 125 votes 


Fitters and Helpers of America, In- 
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ternational Association of Steam 
and Hot Water—John Mangan, Jas. 
Nugent, 55 votes. . 


Flour and Cereal Mill Employes, In- 
ternational Union—A. E. Kelling- 
ton 7 votes, 


Foundry Employes, International 
Brotherhood of—George Bechtold, 
10 votes. 

Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 


men’s International Union of Amer- 
ica, Interior—P. J. Flannery J. 
Flynn, 63 votes. 





Waegyent Workers of America, United 
Rickert, B. A. Larger, | ae 


aici Sarah Hagan, S. L. Lan- 
ders, 334 votes. 

Garment Workers’ Union, Interna- 
tional, Ladies—Abraham Rosen- 





berg, 23 votes. 


oe Bottle Blowers’ Assocation—D. 
. Hayes, Patrick Lafferty, William 
7 Dunlap, 80 votes, 


Glass Workers’ 
tion, Amalgamated 
14 votes. 


International Associa- 
Walter West, 





Glass Workers’ of America Amalga- 
mated Window—Daniel Winters, 
Jr., John Newton, 61 votes. 


Granite Cutters’ International Asso- 
ciation of America—James Duncan, 
Isaac Coombe, Alex. I. Cruick- 
shank, 126 votes. 





Hatters of North America, United— 
John A. Moffitt, Martin Lawlor, 
James P. Maher, 85 votes. 


Hod Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ 
Union, International—H. A. Stem- 
burgh, Herman Lilien, 97 votes. 


Horse Shoers of United States and 
Canada, International Union, Jour- 
neymen—John Fitzpatrick,, D. D. 
Driscoll, 44 votes. 


Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ In- 
ternational Alliance and Bartenders’ 
International League—T. J. Sulli- 
van Jere L. Sullivan. Thomas S. 
Farrell, William Q. Sullivan, John 
H. Wallace, 363 votes. 





Steel and Tin Workers, Amalga- 
Association of-—-P. J. Mc- 
David Davis, Llewellyn 
100 votes. 


Iron, 
mated 
Ardle, 
Lewis, 


Lathers, International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal—wWilliam J. Mc- 
Sorley, A. F. Liebig, 40 votes. 


Laundry Workers’ International 
Union, Shirt, Waist and Laundry— 
John J. Manning, 31 votes. 


Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood—John J. Pfeif- 
i 40 votes. 


Lithographers, International Protec- 
tive and _ Beneficial Association— 
JameS J. McCafferty 23 votes. 


Machinists, International Association 
of—James O’Connell, James ‘ 
Creamer, A, E. Ireland, 560 votes. 





Maintenance of Way Employes, In- 


ternational Brotherhood of—John 
T. Wilson, 132 votes. 
Marble Workers, International Asso- 
ciation of—Walter V. Price, 20 
votes, 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 
Edward W. Potter, 
D. Call, 53 votes. 





Homer 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers’ International Union 
—A. B. Grout, James Dardis, 100 
votes. 


Metal Workers’ International Alliance, 
Amalgamatea Sheet—M. O’Sulli- 
van, C. D. Wheeler, Hugh Frayne 
153 votes. 





Mine Workers’ of America, United— 
L. Lewis, W.: B. Wilson. W. D. 


Ryan, John H. Walker, John_ T. 
Dempsey, G. W. Savage, D. H. Sul- 
livan, 2,549 votes. 


of North America, 
Iron—Joseph F. Valentine, John P 
Frey, William Schwab, James A, 
Carroll, John O'Neill, 500 votes. 


Molders’ Union 


Musicians, American Federation of— 
Joseph N. Weber, Owen Miller, Jo- 


seph F. Winkler D. A. Carey, 375 
votes. 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhang- 


of—. Skemp, 
Holton, James 


ers, Brotherhood 
George Finger, P. F. 
Lueas, 624 votes. 


Paper Makers, United Brotherhood of 
—J. T. Carey, 31 votes. 








-attern Makers’ League of North 
America—James Wilson, James 
L. Gernon, 50 votes. 

Pavers and Rammermen, Interna- 

"<a i James L. Wallace, 
15 votes. 

Paving Cutters’ Union—John Sheret, 


18 votes. 


Photo Engravers’ Union, Internation- 
al—Louis A. Schwarz, 28 votes. 





Union, International 
Copper—Jeremiah P. 
12 votes. 


Plate Printers’ 
Steel and 
Murphy, 
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Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters 
anu steam sitters’ Heipers—+ rank 
Kennedy, Shomas baugicy, Thomas 
Clark, vohn kK. Alpine, lov voles. 


Post Office Clerks, National Federa- 
tion oi—Eadwara B, woltia, ¥ votes. 


Potters, National Brotherhood of Op- 
erative—Lhomas J. Dutty, Sheldon 
M. Moore, 58 votes. 


Print Cutters’ Association, National— 
Chas. Calhoun, 4 votes. 


Printing Pressmen’s Union, Interna- 
tional—George L. Berry, 166 votes. 


Quarry Workers’ International Union 
—P. F. McCarthy, 41 votes. 


Railroad Telegraphers, Order of—L. 
., Quick, H. B. Perham, D. G. 
Ramsay, 150 votes. 


Railway Employes, Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Street and Electric— 
W. D. Mahon, C. O. Pratt, J. C. 
Colgan, 320 votes. : 


Roofers, Composition, Damp and 
Waterproof Workers, International 
Brotherhood of—Henry Sands, 10 
votes. 


Seamen’s Union, International—An- 
drew Furuseth, Victor Olander, 
Con. J. Harrington, Edward Ander- 
sen, 248 votes. 


ching Weavers’ Union, International 
a G. Brown, 18 votes. 


Shipwrights’ Joiners ana Caulkers, 
International Union—H. G. Noble, 
19 votes. 





Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union, Inter- 
national—Benjamin Russell, 6 votes. 


Stage Employes’ International Alli- 
ance, Theatrical—Lee M. Hi irt, John 
J. Barry, 60 votes 


Stereotypers and Electrotypers, Inter- 
national—James J. Freel, 29 votes. 


Stone Cutters’ Association, Journey- 
men — Joseph Gervais, Joseph 
Evans, Harry Bosworth, 85 votes. 


Tailors’ Union, speree—-Seat B. 
Lennon, Hugh Robinson, 7 L. 
Lantz, 167 votes. 


Teamsters’ International Brother- 
hood of—Michael J. McDonald, M. 
J. Sheehan, H. J. Wendelken J. 
Callahan, Emmet T. Flood, 366 
votes. 


Textile Workers of America, United— 
John Golden, James Whitehead, 114 
votes. 

Tile Layers and Helpers’ Union, In- 





ter Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Kncaustic—Chas. H. Leps, 21 votes. 


Tin Plate Workers, International— 
George Powell, 14 votes. 


Tobacco Workers’ International Union 
—Henry Fischer, Anthony McAn- 
drews, 51 votes, 


Typographical Union, International— 
James M. Lynch, Frank Morrison, 
Hugh Stevenson, Michael Colbert, 
428 votes, 


Upholsterers’ International Union— 
James H. Hatch, 26 votes. 


Wood Workers’ International Union, 
Amalgamated—D. D. Mulcahy, 
Richard Braunschweig, Charles F. 
Gebelein, 93 votes. 


California State Federation of Labor 
—Walter Macarthur 1 vote 


Comoegne State veer of Labor— 
G. Fosdick, 1 vote 


Florida State Federation of Labor— 
Tony Entenza, 1 vote. 


xyeorgia Federation of Labor—W. C. 
Puckett, 1 vote. 


Illinois State Federation of Labor— 
George Kuermmerly, 1 vote. 


Indiana State Federation of Labor— 
Edgar A. Perkins, 1 vote. 

Iowa State Federation of Labor—W 
W. White, 1 vote. 

Kansas State Federation of Labor—- 
S. E. Peete, 1 vote. 

Kentucky State Federation of Labor— 
Gus L. Heicken, 1 vote. 

Maryland State Federation of Labor— 
George G. Griffin, 1 vote. 


Massachusetts State Federation of 
Labor—Edward Cohen, 1 vote. 


Michigan Federation of Labor—Gus- 
tav Diehle, 1 vote. 


Minnesota Federation of Labor—W. 
oc. McEwen, 1 vote. 


Missouri State Federation of Labor— 
E. T. Behrens, 1 vote 


New Jersey State Federation of La- 
bor—Carlton Park, 1 vote. 


New York. Workingmen’s Federation 
ee State of—John J. Jaeckle, 
vote. 


North Carolina State Federation of 
Labor—C. F. Koonce, 1 vote. 
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Ohio Federation of Labor—James A. 
Reynolds, 1 vote. 


Oklahoma State Federation of La- 
bor—J. Luther Langston, 1 vote. 


Pennsylvania Federation of Labor— 
P. J. Shea 1 vote. 


Porto Rico Free Federation of Work- 
ingmen—Santiago Iglesias, 1 vote. 





Rhode Island Federation of Labor— 
Chas. H. Lee, 1 vote. 


Tennessee Federation of Labor—Hor- 
ace Johnson, 1 vote. 


Texas State Federation of Labor—C. 
W. Woodman, 1 vote. 


Virginia State Federation of Labor— 
James H. Bradley, 1 vote. 


Washington State Federation of La- 
bor—Frank W. Cotterill, 1 vote. 


West Virginia State Federation of La- 
bor—M. Mahoney, 1 vote. . 


Wisconsin State Federation of Labor 
—Victor L. Berger, 1 vote. 


Arecibo, P. R., Central Labor Union— 
Federico E. Virella, 1 vote. 


Asheville, N. C., Central Labor Union 
—wW. C. Frank, 1 vote. 


Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades— 
Jerome Jones, 1 vote. 


Aurora Ill., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—F. R. McDonald, 1 vote. 


Baltimore, Md., Federation of Labor— 
Edward Hirsch, 1 vote. 


Belmont, Ohio, Central Trades and 
Labor Assembly—A. J. Crouse, 1 
vote. 

Biddeford, Me., Central Labor Union 
—E. L. Leighton, 1 vote. 


Boston, Mass., Central Lapor Union— 
Arthur M. Huddell, 1 vote. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Central Labor Union 
—Daniel Sullivan, 1 vote. 


Brockton, Mass., Central Labor Union 
—Thomas F. O’Leary, 1 vote. 


Chicago TIll., Federation of Labor— 
P. F. Duffy, 1 vote. 


Chico, Cal., Federated Trades and 
Labor Council—Thomas H. Rich- 
ards, 1 vote. 


Columbia, S. C., City Federation of 
Trades—John A. Seaber, 1 vote. 


Columbus, Ohio, Federation of Labor 
—George Ertley, 1 vote. 


Cumberland, Md., Trades Councii— 
F. N. Zihlman, 1 vote. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., Central Labor 
Union—R. F. Zimmerman, 1 vote. 


Dayton,, Ohio, United Trades and La- 
— Cc i Elias Breidenbach, 1 
vote, 





Denver, Col., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—George Allen, 1 vote. 


Detroit Mich., Federation of Labor— 
John H. Mahoney, 1 vote. 


Fort Worth, Texas, Trades Assembly— 
ou. Lee, 1 vote. 

Geneva, N. Y., Federation of Labor— 
Michael F, Tracy, 1 vote 

Granite City, Ill., Central Trades 
Council—W. L. Johns, 1 vote. 


Harrisburg, Pa., Central Labor Union 
—James W. Coldren, 1 vote. 


Hartford, Conn., Central Labor Union 
—S. Kossick, 1 vote. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Central Labor 
Union—John Gorman, 1 vote 


Lafayette, Ind., Central Labor Union 
Joseph C. Bahlhorn, 1 vote. 





Lawrence, Mass., Central Labor Union 
—Robert S. Maloney, 1 vote 


Lincoln, Neb., Central Labor Union— 
G. F. Quick, 1 vote. 


Louisville. Ky., Federation of Labor— 
John Young, 1 vote. 


Los Angeles, Cal., Central Labor Union 
—W. A Engle, 1 vote. 


Marinette, Wis., Trades Council— 
‘has. H. A. Zahn, 1 vote. 


Memphis, Tenn., Trades and Labor 
Council—Robert Armstrong, 1 vote. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Federated Trades 
Council—Thomas J. Feeley, 1 vote. 


Mobile, Ala., Central Trades Council— 
Pe Os Doherty, 1 vote. 


Muncie, Ind., Trades Council—M. J. 
, Clark, 1 vote. 

New Castle, Pa., Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Thomas C. Humphrey, 
1 vote. 

New Haven, Conn., Trades Council— 
W. F. Costello, 1 vote. 


New Orleans, La., Central Trades and 
Labor Council—James Welch, 1 
vote. 

New York City_ Central Federated 
Union—James P. Holland, 1 vote. 
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Newark, N. J. Trades Council—Geo. 
Leary, 1 vote. 


Newport News, Va., Central Labor 
Union—Frank S. Lyon, 1 vote. 


Norfolk, Va., Central Labor Union— 
H. S. Scott, 1 vote. 


Oakland, Cal., Central Labor Union— 
has. W. Petry, 1 vote. 


Ogden, Utah, Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—W. M. Piggott, 1 vote. 


Omaha, Neb., Central Labor Union— 
Albert C. Kugel 1 vote. 


Philadelphia, Pa., Central Labor 
Union—William J. Tracy, 1 vote. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Central Trades Coun- 
cil—E. A. McGinn, 1 vote. 


Portsmouth, Va., Central Labor Union 
—Frank Robinson, 1 vote. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Trades and La- 
bor Council—John Bradley, 1 vote. 


Raleigh, N. C., Central Labor Union— 
Sam Bogasse, 1 vote. 


Richmond, Va., Central Trades and 
—- Council—John J. Powell, 1 
vote. 


Roanoke, Va. Central Trades and La- 
bor Council—W. M. Shickel 1 vote. 


Rome, Ga., Central Labor Union—W. 
A. Clinton, 1 vote. 


Salisburv, N. C., Central Labor Union 
—L. H. Donkel, 1 vote. 


San Francisco, Cal.. Labor Council— 
ey Reardon, 1 vote. 


Savannah, Ga., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—A..C. Snyder, 1 vote. 


San Juan, P. R., Central Labor Union 
—Eugenio Sanchez Lopez, 1 vote. 


Scranton, Pa., Central Labor Union— 
M. E. Kane 1 vote. 


Seattle, Wash., Central Labor Union— 
Cc. O. Young, 1 vote. 


Shawnee, Okla., Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—B. C. Hausen, 1 vote. 


South Framingham, Mass., Central 
Labor Union—V. B. Vaughan, 1 
vote. 


South Chicago, Ill.. Trades and Labor 
Assembly—W. W. McGary, 1 vote. 


South Bend, Ind., Central Labor Union 
G. J. Johnson, 1 vote. 


Spokane, Wash., Central Labor 
Union—J. E. McCracken, 1 vote. 


Springfield, Ohio Trades and Labor 
Assembly—T. J. Creager, 1 vote. 


Springfield, Ill., Federation of Labor 
—Robert Byron, Jr., 1 vote. 


Staunton, Ill., Trades Council—Joseph 
W. Rizzie, 1 vote. 


Steubenville, Ohio, Trades and Labor 
Assembly—James P. Flynn, 1 vote, 


Streater, Ill, United Trades and La- 
oe Council—Frank Schunk, 1 
vote. 


Tampa, Fla., Central Trades and La- 
aor Assembly—James H. Scott, 1 
vote. 


Toledo, Ohio, Central Labor Union— 
Thos. C. Devine, 1 vote. 


Tonopah, Nev., Trades and Labor 
Council—W. J. Justice, 1 vote. 


Troy, N. Y., Central Federation of La- 
bor—Michael Muldoon, 1 vote. 


Vineland, N.. J., Central Labor Union 
—James J. Dunn, 1 vote. 


Washington, D. C.. Central Labor 
Union—J. L. Rodier, 1 vote. 


White River Junction, Vt.. Central 
Labor Union—S. F. Ramsdell. I 
vote. 

Wilkesbarre, Pa.. Central Labor 
Union—William Naucarrow, 1 vote, 





bey apy i Kan., Central Labor Union— 
. A. Roe, 1 vote. 


Wilmington. Del., Central Labor 
Union—H. A. W. Behen, 1 vote. 


Worcester, Mass., Central Labor 
Union Chas. A. Cullen 1 vote. 


Zanesville. Ohio, Central Trades and 
Labor Council—John A. Voll, 1 vote 


Bed Spring Makers’ Union No. 12,103 
—William E. Blake, 1 vote. 


Beer Bottlers and Peddlers, aren. Soft 
—Daniel L. Canty, 1 vote 


Bottle Cap, Cork and Stopper Work- 
ers’ Union, No. 875—Robert C. 
Hunter, 2 votes. 

Bricklayers’ Union, No. 10,982—Joa- 
auin A. Becerril, 1 vote. 


Double Drum Hoister Runners. No. 
11,275—James H. — 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union "No. 7426—R. 
E. Woodmansee, 1 vote 

Federal Labor Union. No. 11.624— 
Alex. W. McCallum, 2 votes. 


Federal Labor Union. No. 11,990—K. 
R. Thompson, 1 vote. 
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Federal Labor Union, No. 12,018— 
William Hall, 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 12,222— 
George G. Cody, 2 votes. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 12,363— 
George Clifton Edwards, 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 12,544— 
has. H. Stevens 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union, No. 
Charles P. Beatty, 1 vote. 


12,538— 


Federal Labor Union, No. 12,426—J. 
L. Hamlin, 1 vote. 


Grain Workers’ Association, No. 
11,407—Ernest Bohm, 1 vote. 


House Shorers, Movers and_ Sheath 
Pilers, No. 7417—Francis Creamer, 
2 votes, 


Laborers’ Protective Union No. 12,430 
—J. E. Booth, 1 vote. 


Mail Bag Repairers Union No. 10,523 
Boardman C. Green, 1 vote. 





Machinists’ Helpers’ Union No. 12,403 
—W. E. Myers. 1 vote. 


Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ Union 
No. 9463—John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 





Pipe Caulkers and Repairers’ Union 
No. 11,465—A. Grant, 1 vote. 


Rock Drillers and Tool Sharpeners 
No. 11,808—-Thomas Curtis, 4 votes, 


Stenographers, Bookkeepers, Tvne- 
writers and Assistants’ Union. No. 
12.455—Elizabeth Ryan, 1 vote. 





Suspender Makers’ Union No. 956Q— 
Joseph Freedman, 2 votes. 


Water Pipe Lavers’ Union. No. 12,357 
—Peter E. Conley. 1 vote. 


British Trades Union Congress—D. J. 
Shackleton, J. Hodge, 2 votes. 


Canadian Trades and Labor Congress 
—W. B. Trotter, 1 vote. 


Women’s International Union Label 
League—Miss Annie Fitzgerald. 





Devartment of Church and Labor. 
Presbyterian Church—Rev. Charles 
Stelzle. 

On motion of Delegate Hart, of the 
State Employes International Alli- 
ance, the report of the committee was 
adopted and the delegates whose 
names had been read seated 

Delegate Brinkman for the com- 
mittee on credentials, read the fol- 


lowing supplemental report. 


We beg further to report that pro- 
tests have been filed against the seat- 
ing of the delegates of the following 
organizations, namely: 


International Longshoremen’s As- 
sociation; protested by the Interna- 


, tional Seamen’s Union. 


American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers; protested by International 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers’ 
Union. 


Buffalo, N. Y.. United Trades and 
Labor Council; protested by United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers. 


Federal Labor Union 12,444. 


Seating of James P. Archibald for 
Brotherhood of Painters and Decora- 
tors, protested by Painters Local No. 
848, alleging that his election was in 
violation of International law. 


We therefore, recommend — that 
these delegates be not seated until 
the Credential Committee has an op- 
portunity to hear both sides of the 
controversies, for which purpose a 
meeting will be held this evening, 
at 8 o’clock, Room’ 311, Fairfax 
Hotel. 


J. H. BRINKMAN, Chairman. 
PATRICK LAFFERTY. 
A. E. KELLINGTON, Secretary. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the recommendation of the com- 
mittee be adopted. 

Treasurer Lennon moved as an 
amendment, that the committee be 
instructed to report Tuesday morning 
as some of the protests involved large 
organizations. 

’ The amendment was seconded and 
earried, and the original motion as 
amended was adopted. 

Vice-President Duncan offered the 
following: 


RESOLUTION NO 1. 


RESOLVED, That the twenty- 
seventh annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, 
through its executive officers, tele- 
graph to Vice-President John Mitch- 
ell its sympathy in his present illness, 
express its gladness at the informa- 
tion of his convalescence, and trust 
that at an early date consistent with 
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the seriousness of the situation, he 
will be fully restored to his custom- 
ary activity and usefulness as a citi- 
zen and co-worker for the _ better- 
ment and uplift of humanity. 


Vice-President Duncan moved the 
adoption of the resolution. The mo- 
tiun was seconded by Treasurer Len- 
non and unanimously adopted. 


President Gompers announced the 
appointment of the following assist- 


ants to the officers. For sergeant- 
at-arms, James O’Conor; Messenger, 
John Turner; Assistant Secretary, 
Benj. Rowson. 


First Vice-President Duncan pre- 
sided while the President, Secretary 
and Treasurer read their reports, 
which were referred to their respec- 
tive committees when appointed. 

















REGISTEREO. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 


NorFo.k, Va., November 11, 1907. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Annual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor: 

Fellow Trade Unionists: In obedience to the requirements of our laws I submit to you 
a report upon some of the more important matters which have transpired since our last com- 
vention. In it occurs such suggestions and recommendatiens which to my mind should receive 
your earnest consideration and action. Of course, you will appreciate the fact that it is im- 
possible in an annual report such as this to deal with the multifarious questions which have 
transpired and the action taken thereon during the entire year. In the preparation of the ten- 
tative report for the consideration of the Executive Council I have endeavored to have it 
include the more detailed transactions in connection with our movement for the past 
year. Nor therein is it possible to enumerate, much less comprehensively report, upon 
the thousand and one matters of importance, perhaps of equal importance, to those incor- 
porated in the report. Indeed, though in these reports and in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIS? 
I endeavor to publish much of the thought and many of the transactions in connection with 
our real movement, the real history exists in the archives of our offices and in the memories 
of men. It awaits the coming of the man who will record and interpret for all time the 
great struggles made, the prejudice, the ignorance, the bigotry, the selfishness with which 
labor has had to contend, and the antagonism of greed which has been overcome; the glorious 
achievements which have dispelled the gloom and brought the light of life into the homes of 
the toilers and the spirit of self-reliance, unity and fraternity which our movement has 
engendered. 

When the true historian shall present to the world the great struggles of the past and 
of the present; when the tinsel and false coloring shall have been removed from the real 
figures and events, there will be revealed to mankind’s astonished gaze the continuous struggle 
of labor against tyranny, brutality and injustice; the struggle for the right, for humanity, for 
progress and for civilization. The trade unions and the Federation of our time are in their 
very essence the continuity of the historically developed progress of labor through the ages. 

We who are engaged in the battle of labor to secure its rights and to achieve justice for 
all our people are in the very nature of things too much engrossed in the performance of con- 
etantly pressing duty to be enabled to write its story. . 

We meet here on this historic ground, where three hundred years ago the first perma- 
nent settlement of the English speaking people was made. It was an event portentous in its 
world-wide influence upon progress and civilization. It has a magnificent lesson for the mem 
of labor. The trials and tribulations of the early colonists and the difficulties with which they 
had to contend put their endurance and forbearance to the severest tests. That they estab- 
lished a new order of society maintaining the largest amount of individual sovereignty conm- 
sistent with interdependence and mutuality, should prove an inspiration to us to struggle om 
tenaciously to achieve the high and ennobling aspirations of labor. From these colonists have 
come the men who with immortal inspiration gave to the world the doctrines and principles 
not only of a new and independent nation, but of the inherent and inalienable rights of man. 

We meet on this historic ground representing the best general federated Ikbor movement 
in the world, a movement founded upon the highest principles of justice, right and humanity ; 
@ movement which has for its mission not only the uplifting of the submerged, but the at- 
tainment of a higher and better life for all; a movement which aims to make the principles of 
the Golden Rule and of the Declaration of Independence the rule of conduct of our every-day 
lives. 

It is a privilege to be permitted on this ground, made sacred by such historic events, 
and at this time, commemorative of them all, to meet in the highest councils of labor; to devise 
ways and means whereby we may still further be of service to our fellows now and for the 


future. 
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To this convention, representatives of America’s toilers, permit me to extend to you a 
sincere and hearty welcome. The eyes of our fellow-workers and friends are directed toward 
our deliberations and actions. The labor movement of our country represents not only those 
who have by membership declared their comradeship with us, but also the millions who by 
force of circumstance momentarily yield their advantage of organization and fraternity, and 
yet who yearn, hope and pray that our legislation may be wise and fruitful; that its influence 
and power may reach and protect them so that they may become brothers and sisters in the 
great fraternity of labor. 

It may not be amiss to bear in mind that of all those who will have their attention 
directed to this convention, none will be more keen and alert than those who are either our 
opeu or covert antagonists. The so-called National Association of Manufacturers and industrial 
alliances, and “industrial workers,”’ with their Pinkerton agencies, their legal lynxes and hire- 
lings, are always on the qui vive and crouching to take advantage of and leap upon labor for 
any mistake which it may make. They will distort, misrepresent and exaggerate it, not only 
to the general public but to our own fellow-workers, to prejudice both against us, our move- 
ment and our cause. That our vvurse, our conduct and our work may disappoint and con- 
found them and bring enlightenment and encouragement to our fellows and our friends, is my 
most earnest wish. 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS EXTENDING—THE LAW OF GROWTH. 


During the last fiscal year we issued from the office of the American Federation of Labor 
373 charters, as follows: 


SHCOPRRTIONRL GRIONE o.oo cc hectic d eset cree eicceseccsecves 3 
ee IE 65 Sion 5 5 ka be Cee dan hase see REA ORDER ESE 1 
EC OE LE ee ee ee eRe Ce eee eer 72 
RE ME, IIS Cn os 5s b Avie Se Ce bia sean te 6 been ee eee ees 204 
SEN INT IN no: 5 care Secs eles 0 a sewee ees ree ee ee 93 
BOL. 6 knee ONRA WOKS NSSARAAREA TASS EDO EDGE OES 373 

We ‘have now affiliated to the American Federation of Labor the following : 
International UMIONS ....cccsccccccncccnccsccsccsccecsecee 117 
Wome TeGerAtioOs 2c ccrvccccccvcesccsevecsesivsccscceseces 37 
ol ee eer ree ee. ee eee ee ee 574 
Local trade and Federal labor unions............eeeeeeees 661 


The international unions are made up of approximately 28,500 local unions. 

Of course, it is known that the American Federation of Labor issues charters to such 
focal unions only of which there is no international union of the trade or calling in existence. 
It must also be borne in mind that when local unions are organized for which there is even a 
remote kindredship to an existing international union, that applications to us for charters are 
denied, and turned over to the international union having the clearest jurisdiction. It is of 
greater importance to add to the strength of an international union than to have local unions 
directly affiliated to the American Federation of Labor. 

The secretaries of 112 international unions report that they have issued from their 
respective organizations charters to 2,945 aewly organized unions during the past year. There 
has been an increase in the membership in the organizations comprising our Federation of 
188,373 during the same period. This leaves entirely out of account the forty thousand mem- 
bers of the brewery workers, formerly affiliated to our Federation. 

Our State federations, and particularly our city central bodies, have increased in num- 
bers, power and influence. They all have helped in the fullest in carrying on the great work 
of organizing and aiding in the common uplift of all our people. Upon them we must largely 
depend in enforcing the decisions and policies declared by the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. It is with pleasurable pride that it can be stated to their credit that 
now more than ever exist closer fraternal relations and more loyal support to the principles 
and purposes for which our great movement stands. 

And of the local unions of affiliated international unions and those directly attached to 
our Federation, let me say that there is clearly manifest the spirit of fraternity and solidarity ; 
the faithful effort not only to initiate but to carry to its fulfillment the work for the material, 
moral, political and social improvement of the toilers and of all our people. The great rank 
and file of organized labor in all its ramifications are earnestly engaged in the movement to 
bring betterment and light into not only their own homes but into the homes and lives of all. 
In the tremendous work for progress, brotherhood and civilization in which our entire move- 
ment is engaged none appreciates more than do I the great debt of gratitude we owe to the 
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rank and file of the local unions. In the last analysis it must be realized that upon the mem- 
bership of the local unions rests the responsibility for the success and perpetuity of our 
movement. 

For about a year previous, and until the early part of 1907, there was a slight reaction 
from the growth of our movement. This is clearly shown in the reports made to the Minne- 
apolis convention and the voting strength of the organizations affiliated. From reference to 
the increased membership and voting strength this year it will be seen that there has been a 
decided gain in organizations and membership, clearly demonstrating that our movement has 
recovered, and is again moving onward and forward for the more thorough organization of 
our fellow-workers. 

In connection with this it may be well to call attention to the fact that there is a 
natural law of growth in the labor movement, a law that is not generally understood. When 
there is a falling off of membership, no matter how slight, our opponents point to it with 
satisfaction as an indication of disintegration or dissolution of the labor movement. The 
unthinking in our own ranks view it with alarm. The fact of the matter is that any tem- 
porary falling off in membership is due largely to the failure on the part or those organizations 
to adopt the means by which the members’ best interests are safeguarded. After all, a better 
intelligence and a revived spirit of workmen soon demonstrate the necessity of organization to 
protect their best interests, and they soon return to their Alma Mater of the labor movement, 
the trade union. With this revived spirit the enthusiasm penetrates into the ranks of the 
unorganized, and these, together with the trend of events in industry and labor conditions, 
have their compelling force upon the minds of the wage-earners, who in constantly larger 
numbers join the ranks of the grand army of organized labor, to make common cause for the 
protection and advancement of all the wage-earners. 

Let pessimists and opponents take unction to their souls for their mastership of the 
past. The present and the future are for labor, which in its organized, federated movement 
will stand as a protest against injustice and wrong toward any of our fellow-men, as the 
vanguard to proclaim and achieve the rights to which the toilers, the masses, are entitled. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCAL UNIONS’—DEFENSE FUND. 


We have had most excellent results attend the trade movements of the local unions 
directly affiliated by charter to the American Federation of Labor. These 661 local 
unions, coming directly under the supervision of your President, are a constant source of 
solicitude as to their welfare. By persistent efforts their interests have been protected 
and advanced. It is true beyond question that the Defense Fund has been a _ potent 
factor in securing for the workers to whom I have referred substantial improvement in their 
wages, hours and working conditions. It is equally true that by the timely advice given them 
they have obtained such betterment without the necessity of a cessation of work. I am quite 
confident that unless the greatest possible care were constantly exercised the Defense Fund 
would not only be depleted, but impractical and often unnecessary strikes would“be inaugurated, 
resulting in defeat and injury to the workers themselves. This is cited as applying more 
to the years preceding the one just closing. There is a better conception and understanding 
among the members of our directly affiliated local unions that their interests will neither be 
neglected nor frittered away, but will be safeguarded by the best advice and direction which 
experience can give; that at all times, when necessary, the Defense Fund will be generously 
at their disposal, subject only to such limitations as the laws provide. 


TO FEDERATE THE ORGANIZED. 


During the year I had conferences with a number of the representatives of organizations 
which are unaffiliated to the American Federation of Labor, among them some of the railroad 
organizations, the bricklayers and masons, and the Western Federation of Miners. It has been 
my aim to bring these organizations into closer relationship with the American Federation of 
Labor. ‘ 

In the conference with the representatives of the first-named organizations much good 
was accomplished and co-operative work undertaken along trade union lines to attain justice 
for labor. In interviews with the representatives of the Western Federation of Miners many 
erroneous impressions regarding the American Federation of Labor and its course toward that 
organization were removed and a clearer understanding established. 

We should, and I know we will, make every effort not simply to organize the unorganized 
of our fellow-workers, but to bring into full fellowship all the national and international trade 
unions of America in the family of trade unions under the banner of the American Federation 
of Labor. 
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TRADE UNIONS NOT RIGID—EXPAND WITH INDUSTRY. 


In previous reports which I have had the honor to submit to conventions of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor and in this, attention is called to the constantly changing conditions 
of labor which are brought about by the introduction of new machinery and improved tools and 
substitutes for old material, with the division, subdivision and specialization of labor. Our 
movement, in order to be most effective for the protection and advancement of the interests of 
labor, must recognize the constant recurrence of these changes in industry, meet them and 
deal with them in the most enlightened and comprehensive manner. 

To attempt to meet these conditions without taking into account our existing organi- 
zations as they are now formed; to attempt to institute what some are pleased to term in- 
dustrial organizations with the avowed purpose of destroying existing trade unions, is not 
enly foolhardy, but it is ruinous, aye, almost criminal. 

Trade unions are not rigid organizations which can not meet new conditions. In truth, 
our trade unions are flexible and are constantly solving the trade and industrial problems con- 
fronting them. 

The constantly increasing claims to jurisdiction are themselves evidence of the evolu- 
tionary character of the trade unions, which endeavor to expand their membership and adapt 
themselves to the various branches of industry under their jurisdiction and influence. 

Starting from the first principle that he who works as a wage-earner is entitled to the 
protection and benefit of organization, is involved the logical development of organization ; 
that is, local organizations of a trade, craft or industry forming one international union, and 
where there are a number of organizations covering various branches of one industry, they 
not only co-operating for their common good but eventually developing into one amalgamated 
body. 

2 To attempt prematurely to force such amalgamation brings reaction and failure in its 
wake. We have evidence of a number of international unions which started out and con- 
tinued for a number of years to have jurisdiction over all branches of one industry, and yet 
in time, by mutual consent in some cases, and as the result of contest in others, they divided 


into several separate international unions. In some instances thereafter they co-operated with: 


each other with the best possible results ; in others, the contest was continued. 

It may not be uninteresting to call attention to a fact of recent occurrence. A branch 
of the United Garment Workers of America, known as the most rampant advocate of the so- 
called industrial form of organization, has undertaken a movement, no matter how abortive, 
for the formation of an international union of its own branch of the trade. Other instances 
of the same character could be cited, clearly showing that the advocates of the so-called indus- 
trial form of organization simply use it as a subterfuge to cover their antagonism to the 
proper development and the fullest extension of the trade union movement on rational and 
natural lines. 

With all the responsibilities devolving upon us to be of service to our fellow-workers, 
we should not only organize the yet unorganized, inculcate the spirit of unity, fraternity and 
federation ; but we should work to that one common end which shall make our organized labor 
movement the most effective to advance the interests of the toiling masses of our country and 
to bring encouragement and hope, light and success, into their lives and into the lives of those 
dependent upon them. 


NO WAGE REDUCTIONS. 


In my reports to conventions, beginning at Boston, I felt it incumbent upon me to press 
home upon the attention of labor the economic unsoundness of the old school of political 
economists who advocated the assent of workmen to wage reductions as a means to what they 
were pleased to term the way out of an industrial -reaction or crisis. Not alone in our con- 
ventions, but in the gatherings of labor generally, “No reductions in wages’ has been made 
the slogan and watchword. That policy has had its beneficent influence, not only upon labor 
bnt upon all industry. It has been heard and heeded; at no time has it had greater justifica- 
tion and demonstration of its effectiveness than during recent months. 

Not in the history of all our country has there been what has been termed a shrinkage 
of values so great as within a few months past. The shrinkage occurred not upon actual, tan- 
gible values, but upon inflated or watered stocks which in the financial vernacular are termed 
“values.” In former periods when shrinkage of inflated values transpired, its general in- 
fluence upon industry was almost immediately to affect the real values of production, which in 
turn were forced upon the toilers in the form of reductions of wages, bringing in their wake 
an industrial crisis and panic. . 

It is due to the determined and clean-cut policy of labor of our country that our 
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princes of finance, despite their machinations, could not influence employers of labor to 
hazard an attempt at wage reductions. If all labor will unfalteringly adhere to the determi- 
mation to resist any and all reductions in wages, we shall not only avoid the misery, poverty 
and calamity of the past, but we shall teach financiers, employers and economists in general a 
new philosophy of life and industry, the magnificent and humang influences of which will live 
for all time. 

To achieve success we must mo thoroughly organize, unite and federate our fellow- 
workers. We must establish more fully faith in ourselves and confidence in each other, stand 
shoulder to shoulder amidst stress or strife, make fraternity the principle of our every-day 
lives, and impress upon our fellow-workers the necessity of helping to bear each other's bur- 
dens. 

In our organized effort we should endeavor to maintain industrial peace by trade agree- 
ments with employers. These agreements, written or verbal, should be faithfully kept. We 
should use our best influences and judgment to avoid industrial conflicts wherever possible, 
and under any and all circumstances to resist to the uttermost every attempt to reduce 
wages. 


With a view that all may have the opportunity of understanding clearly the soundness 
of our position, a restatement of it here may not be out of place. I can not express it better 
than by quoting part of my report upon the subject to the last convention and referring you 
to my previous reports. 


“In this world of ours, and especially in our own country, with the wonderful fertility 
and extent of our land, the magnificent ingenuity of our people, and particularly the tremen- 
dous energy and industry of our workers, there should not be any workers who are workless. 

“Some have taken unction to their souls and loudly proclaimed that they are the cause 
for the better general conditions of employment of the working people of our country. Without 
discussing the hypothesis upon which they base these claims, we assert and emphatically 
re-affirm that whatever improvement in a material, moral, social, and political way has come to 
the toiling masses of America, is due to their own efforts in their more thorough organization, 
their higher intelligence and their positive determination to aid and stand by each other in 
the contention and struggles for the common uplift. 


“It was but a few years ago when the working people of our country were confronted 
with a condition similar to that which was previously repeatedly presented to the toilers in 
similar situations. Had we acquiesced or consented to the policy presented to us by the repre- 
sentatives of the captains of industry, we would have experienced all the puverty, misery and 
suffering incident to lack of employment, and a constantly decreasing opportunity for employ- 
ment resultant from reductions in wages, one following close upon the other. 


“It is due to the firm and unequivocal declaration of America’s organized workers, and 
their positive repetition since, that wage reductions will be resisted to the uttermost, that we 
have averted the usual industrial crisis and emerged from it with a greater industrial and com- 
mercial activity than-ever before. " 

“In several countries the people are confronted with the great problem of an immense 
number of unemployed workers. In some form or other they are endeavoring to ascertain the 
cause and to find a means to assuage it. Often in the history of our own country have our 
people been confronted with the same problem. 

“If we adhere firmly to the policy, establish and maintain it as a fixed principle in the 
industrial affairs of America, that at any and all hazards we will resist any attempt at wage 
reductions, we shall establish not only a new economic principle, but a new philosophy by 
which industrial panics and crises will be obliterated, and we shall set an example for the 
whole world to follow. 

“A reduction in wages compels retrenchment in the household economy of the workmen 
affected. In other words, it curtails their consuming power which necessarily results in the dis- 
charge from employment of those workers who were formerly employed in the production of 
the very articles theretofore used and consumed. Then follow reductions in wages, resulting 
as in the first instance; and this process of wage reductions, of retrenchment in household 
economies, of more discharges from employment ensues, bringing in its wake poverty, misery 
and suffering, stagnation and an industrial panic, until the lowest ebb is reached and a turn 
in the industrial tide begins. 

“There is neither economy nor wisdom, judgment nor humanity, in such misconduct and 
misconception of industrial affairs or duties. And if, perchance, our captains of industry fail 
to profit by the lessons and experience of the past, then at least the wage-earners of America 
will teach the lesson from which the human family will reap untold blessings. 
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“It is not presumed that all of Labor’s contentions and struggles can result in immediate 
victory; yet none can dispute that every justified battle undertaken by Labor has been 
fraught with advantage, and that particularly every defensive struggle of Labor’s rights has 
had a potent influence to check deterioration in the condition of the workers. 

“Employers will hesitate long before inaugurating an industrial struggle when they are 
conscious of the fact that the toiling masses will defend any encroachment upon their stand- 
ard of life against their being forced back from the position they now occupy in civilization. 

“If labor shall resist all attempts at reduction in wages, some battles may be lost; but 
these would be reduced to a minimum in the same degree as it is clearly understood that it is 
our firm resolve that we will rather resist and lose than not to resist at all. 

“At present we are confronted with no immediate danger or threat that the employers of 
labor contemplate reductions in wages. There is not now even an excuse for such a course. It 
therefore, all the more commends itself to our judgment that during this year of comparative 
industrial tranquility and more general employment of our people, that we write on our ban- 
ners, beside the watchwords and slogans which have carried the toilers along the road of 
progress to victory, that which for ages has been the missing word in our social progress: ‘No 
reduction in wages for American labor; we will resist to the uttermost.’ ”’ 

The American workmen in return for their services to society demand a living wage, a 
constantly growing minimum living wage. They demand a wage which shall be sufficient to 
maintain them and those dependent upon them in a manner consistent with their responsibili- 
ties as husbands, fathers, men and citizens. Labor demands such a living wage as shall make 
secure the opportunity for a more perfect physical and mental health and growth as re- 
quired by rational, self-respecting human beings who aspire for themselves and for al] hu- 
manity to a higher, a better and a nobler life. 

We, therefore, demand from modern society a constantly increasing and larger reward 
as the result of our labor and our services to our fellows. This effort must not be retarded 
by the machinations of financiers or the shortsightedness and greed of industrial captains. 
Labor demands in the interests of humanity that wages shall not be reduced or the American 
standard of life deteriorated. 


RAISE FUNDS—PAY BENEFITS—PERPETUATE UNIONISM. 


Again, I feel it my duty to impress upon all our unions the importance of providing them- 
selves with funds that shall stand them in good stead in time of necessity, to provide their 
members with the means to sustain themselves and their families not only during strikes and 
lockouts but also to constantly attain a greater measure of justice and right for labor without 
the necessity of either strikes or lockouts. And further, that the unions shall be of material 
assistance to the workers by the payment of benefits, not as a matter of mere charity and 
sympathy, but of acquired right to which they are entitled and for which they have contributed 
in the form of dues. : 

There is no factor so potent to secure the just demands of labor as a well organized 
union with a goodly treasury. 

In the endeavor to secure the just demands of labor without a strike a sense of justice 
on the part of employers can not be compared to a well-organized body of workmen with a 
well-filled treasury, nor is there so potent an influence or power to prevent a lockout as labor 
intelligently and compactly organized and prepared to defend its rights. 

No one has a higher appreciation of the hecessity of cultivating and imbuing in our 
fellow-unionists the spirit of self-reliance and the principle of solidarity than I. 

Experience has demonstrated beyond peradventure of a doubt that though some work- 
men thoroughly imbued with the determination to manfully uphold the rights of themselves 
and their fellow-workmen will endure the severest trials of poverty and hunger rather than 
sacrifice the principles for which they stand, the spirit and independence of the mass of men 
succumb when the gaunt figure, of hunger stalks across their threshhold. If we hope and 
expect that men shall assert and maintain their spirit of right and their interests, we must 
have the foresight so to conduct the affairs of our organizations as to provide at least bread, 
the commonest need to sustain life. 

In my reports to several conventions, and particularly in that made at Pittsburg, this 
subject is fully discussed under the caption of ‘Labor's Key to Growth, Permanency and Suc- 
cess.” The thought and recommendations made here and in that report, as well as in edi- 
torlals in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, are commended to the serious and thoughtful consid- 
eration of our fellow-unionists and particularly to the conventions of our international unions. 

After all, labor can not place its entire reliance upon the enthusiasm of its men. Para- 
phrasing an old adage, it is a truism that when want enters the door enthusiasm flies out of 
the window. Our unions should establish a system of higher dues, and greater benefits for 
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their members. They make for the success of labor's cause, not at any one particular period 
of time, but day by day and year by year. A well-organized union, fortified with labor’s 
ammunition, a well-filled treasury, knows no halting, suffers no defeat; it continually pro 
gresses and advances. 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND NO LONGER DISCUSSED. 


During former periods of industrial crises or trade stagnation, when labor complacently 
acquiesced in wage reductions, the political economists of the day proclaimed, and employers 
generally followed, the theory that the law of “supply and demand” governed all things; that 
“labor is a commodity to be bought in the open market,” and that the wages paid to labor 
were of necessity controlled by the law of supply and demand. 

The laborers seemed defenceless; they were compelled to abide by that inexorable so- 
called law, cruelly and heartlessly applied; human hearts, manhood, womanhood, childhood, 
with all that these imply, were entirely bereft of consideration. 

That the law of supply and demand has its place in nature and in primitive, natura) 
conditions, no thinking man will dispute; but when we realize what science has done and what 
progress has been made to overcome the primitive conditions of nature; what has been 
accomplished in machinery and tools of labor, in the means of transportation of products and 
of man, the means of transmission of information and intelligence, the fact becomes immediately 
patent that man has made nature conform to his wants and that the original conception of 
the law of supply and demand has been largely overcome, and can be still further overcome by 
intelligent, comprehensive and determined action of the wage-earners, who by their associated 
effort shall refuse to have their brain and brawn, their hearts and the hearts of those beloved 
by them, weighed in the same scale with the side of a hog or a bushel of coal. 

In connection with this subject your attention is especially called to the fact that for 
quite a period of years we have not heard the claim of the inexorability of the law of supply 
and demand discussed, particularly so far as its application to lapu? 1s concerned. I have 
looked in vain for now nearly ten years for an argument to be made on that subject by the 
old school of political economists and the antagonists to labor. It may even seem strange that 
I should discuss it in this report, but my purpose in addressing myself to this is to rivet your 
attention to the fact that the improvement in our lives and in our homes is due to the organ- 
ized effort of the working people of our country and to it alone. The reason for the abscuce 
of discussion by our opponents of the so-called law of supply and demand is due to the fact 
that the conditions of labor have gone onward and upward; that we are in deadly earnest and 
that we shall not permit ourselves to be forced backward or downward. Onward and upward 
is labor’s watchword. 

CONTEMPTIBLE CAPITALIST ANTAGONISM—IT WILL NOT AVAIL. 

It is well known that in many instances there are employers and employers’ associa- 
tions with which the unions of labor live in terms of peace and agreement. Employers’ organ- 
izations of such an intelligent character are not only welcome but should be encouraged. With 
organized labor they can not only work toward the maintainance of industrial peace, and the 
minimizing of industrial conflicts with.the attending cessation of industry and commerce, but 
by their combined efforts constantly render themselves more independent from the trickery 
and machinations of the so-called princes of finance. 

When, in 1895, the National Association of Manufacturers was formed it had a defen- 
sibie purpose to serve, that of promoting trade, commerce and markets and the elimination of 
restrictions and barriers. With the advent of Mr. Parry as its president it was first covertly 
and then openly diverted from its original purpose and became an avowed union-crushing in- 
stitution. He and his successor, Mr. Post, utilized every available means to carry out the new 
policy of union-baiting, union-smashing. Finding the citadel of unionism firmly entrenched in 
the hearts and minds of the workers, they were repulsed at every step and in their every move. 

And now, a new Roland has come upon the field in the personage of their successor, 
Mr. Van Cleave. He would not only follow the old line, but strike out for a new one. He 
recommended to his last convention, which adopted the proposition, that a War Fund of a 
million and a half dollars should be raised which is to be devoted to what was euphoniously 
declared “educational” purposes. It was not difficult to discern, and circumstances since have 
demonstrated, that this fund is to be devoted to the effort to weaken, cripple, and destroy the 
unions of labor; the unions which are the only means of defense of the workers from the 
cupidity and greed of the worst elements of the capitalist class; the only means by which the 
working people, the wealth producers of our country and our time, can hope to secure some 
of the advantages of advancing civilization, participate in the progress and become larger 
sharers of the wealth which they produce. 
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I am reliably informed that not less than tweive tnousand secret detective agents of 
the Pinkerton and other companies are constantly in the pay of the manufacturers’ associations 
to spy upon and misrepresent the doings of labor. Are these hireling character assassins to 
be the principal beneficiaries of the million and a half dollar War Fund, and is the fund to be 
further devoted to suits at law against organized labor so as to engage our organizations and 
our men in defensive litigation and to divert us from the imminent and important work to 
which we should devote our time and whatever ability with which we may be possessed? 
Surely, recent events justify an affirmative answer. 

It is quite true that the make-up of the manufacturers’ associations is not only of a 
comparatively small class of employers of our country, but it is also true that many of its 
members are out of touch and sympathy with the policy of the Van Cleaves, Posts, and Parrys. 
Several resignations from membership have recently occurred, employers sending to me copies 
of their letters of resignation and protest. Yet what they lack in membership and calibre, 
they endeavor to make up by attracting to themselves public attention. And for this reason, 
and this alone, do they receive any consideration at our hands. 

It is now generally recognized that the labor movement is the necessary and inevitable 
outgrowth of industrial conditions; that it was quite as mych the impelling force of circum- 
stances as desire which brought the labor movement into existence. The toilers have recog- 
nized that the advantages they now enjoy over previous perioas were not brought to them 
upon a silver platter or philanthropically conceded to them. 

Even our worst antagonists concede that the organizations of labor have done much to 
improve the conditions of the workers. If this be true, and it is true, then to the unions of 
labor belongs at least that much credit. The question naturally arises, if the work of union 
labor in the past has been of a beneficent character, in what regard is the labor movement of 
today more at fault than that very movement which has brought this betterment which even 
our most bitter antagonists concede? 

Surely, none can truthfully assert that the labor movement of today is less intelligent, 
fess humane, less lawful, than formerly. In truth, the observer must concede the reverse. 

The sum total of labor’s offending today lies in the fact that by our larger membership 
and increased intelligence our movement has become more effective in gaining for our feéllow- 
workers the rights to which they are justly entitled, the elimination of the wrongs which they 
‘have too long borne and the bright prospect for the fulfillment of their high hopes and aspira- 
‘tions in the interests of humanity. 

There is nothing for which our movement may declare, there is no action which it may 
‘take of an effective character to protect and promote the interests of labor, which will meet 
“with the approval of labor’s opponents. Only after success has attended our efforts and some 
-of eur demands are established and in full operation, whether this be by law or by agree- 
‘ment’ with employers, and the beneficence of these measures generally recognized, will the 
-clamor of ignorance, greed and bigotry be silenced. This has been demonstrated in the past; 
the future will justify labor's present contention. 

It has been truly said that the demands of labor are usually made ten or twenty years 
fin advance of their general acquiescence and approval. If labor but goes on in the even tenor 
of its way, organizing our fellow-workers, securing for them more time and leisure and oppor- 
tunity for their education and the cultivation of the best that is in them, pressing home upon 
modern ‘society the rightful claims which are ours, we shall not only improve public opinion, 
and more largely ourselves constitute that public opinion, but we shall achieve for ourselves 
and for all posterity that real freedom, justice, progress and humanity of which poets have 
sung, philosophers have dreamed, and for which labor in all time has struggled, and which it 
is the mission of labor now and in the near future to establish. 


& THE UNION SHOP. 


Despite the fiercest antagonism of the ignorant and sordid, it is gratifying to know 
that agreements of unions with employers have been extended, and with them the necessary 
“anion shop” as the best and most effective means to protect and advance the interests of labor 
as well as faithfully to carry the agreements into effect. 

A trade agreement is not always necessarily a written agreement; indeed, more often 
is it a verbal or oral agreement entered into between unions and employers, depending for its 
fulfillment upon the good faith of both. Our movement has to contend with the most vicious, 
greedy and ignorant of the employers upon the proposition of the trade agreement. It also 
has the opposition of the shortsighted as well as of that malicious element which hides behind a 
pretended friendship for labor, and yet attacks, denounces and misrepresents every effort made 
by the working people of our country when they, through their natural organization, the trade 
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anion movement, undertake any action for the protection of tneir rights and interests and the 
‘betterment of their condition. 

In modern industry, if an individual workman enters into an agreement with an em- 
ployer, unquestionably under such circumstances he is, by his very helpless condition, not a free 
agent, but he must accept whatever conditions the employer may impose. 

The loss of individuality and power of the workman under modern industrial develop- 
ment is regained by all using their collective power in association, organization, union and 
federation. A well-organized union with ample means, with the spirit of the men aroused to 
their individual and collective rights, has the influence and power to compel fair and reason- 
able consideration and concession to the demands upon which the organized entity of workmen 
‘insists. 

A strike is a cessation of industry. It is a declaration in itself that the conditions of 
employment are unsatisfactory, and that new conditions are demanded as a consideration upon 
ewhich industry shall be resumed. 

The termination of a strike is the written or verbal agreement to which I have 
referred. 

Agreements are also reached, and in an overwhelming number of cases, without either 
@ cessation of work or a strike. 

With that portion of the employers hostile to the union shop and to the trade agree- 
ment, we shall have little or no difficulty in successfully contending. The other elements of 
antagonism to which I have referred, despite their hypocritical pretensions, and their guer- 
rilla and cowardly efforts to destroy our movement, we shall overcome. With our mistaken 
fellow-workers we can bide our time, which makes more converts than reason, that they will 
ally themselves with our great movement and participate in the splendid advantages which 
dit affords. 

With some regret have I heard several men in our movement repeating the false desig- 
mation of the union shop, as the opponents to our movement call it, the “closed shop.” 
Those who are hostile to labor cunningly employ the term “closed shop’ for a union shop 
because of the general antipathy which is ordinarily felt toward anything being closed, 
and with the specious plea that the so-called “open shop” must necessarily be the opportunity 
for freedom. As a matter of fact, you and I and any intelligent observer know that the union 
shop is open to all workmen who perform their duty, and that they participate in the benefits 
and advantages of the improved conditions which a union shop affords. The union shop 
implies also duties and responsibilities. This is incident to and the corollary of all human 
institutions. 

In our country, citizenship implies not only rights and privileges ; it also imposes duties 
and obligations, and from these no good citizen has the right to claim exemption. 

On the other hand, the so-called “open shop” is indeed the closed shop, closed to work- 
men who have the intelligence and the manhood to realize that they, acting as individuals, 
an not hope for the redress of a wrong or the attainment of a right. Men who understand 
their. duty to themselves and their fellows, unite and associate for the betterment of 
their conditions and to secure the right and the justice which are so essentially theirs. We 
thave the right to expect that our friends, and particularly our own men, shall speak of the 
‘union shop by its proper name. We shall persistently ¢ ntend for it; we shall achieve it. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


It has been our purpose to aid and assist to the fullest extent of our movement our 
Canadian fellow-workmen. In the transaction of our affairs we have regarded them as being 
part and parcel of the American labor movement as much as our movement is part and parcel 
of theirs. Geographical lines have in no way interfered with the fullest development of fra- 
ternal relations. 

Ignorant or prejudiced opposition to the beneficent work of the labor movement finds its 
counterpart in Canada as it does elsewhere. In Canada an expression of that feeling was 
dllustrated in a bill by Senator McMillan, the purpose of which was to make it a criminal act 
for any person not a Canadian or a British subject to “incite workmen to go out on strike in 
Canada.” 

Of course, it is well known to those who participate in our movement and others who 
are not hostile, that as a matter of fact our unions, our officers and our representatives do not 
“incite’ workmen to go on strike either in the United States or in Canada; that strikes are 
entered into by workmen of their own volition after they themselves have determined upon 
that action and when no other recourse is open. 

The men of labor in Canada. have as much right to conduct their own affairs as have 
any members of organized labor in the United States. It is not difficult, however, to discern 
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that if such a law as Senator McMillan proposed were possible of enactment, any aid which 
the labor men of Canada might ask of the United States trade unionists to go there and give 
would be construed as an act to “incite” other workmen in Canada to go out on strike. 
Organized labor of Canada, true to its own interests and to the welfare of all the people of 
the Dominion, as well as justice toward the labor movement of the United States, protested 
so emphatically that Senator McMillan’s bill was killed by an overwhelming majority in the 
Senate, and hence did not reach the House. 


In summing up the situation Secretary Draper, of the Dominion Trades and Labor 
Congress, substantially says: 


It is gratifying that the labor movement in Canada keeps pace with the progress being 
made in the United States. On every hand labor seems to be taking a larger and better view 
of its rights and responsibilities, with a consequent increase in the number of those who unite 
in trade unions with their fellow-workers for their social and economic betterment. For many 
years the development of the labor movement in Canada was confined almost entirely to eastern 
Canada, but within the last three years the west has sprung to the front, and to-day no finer 
example of enthusiastic work for the strengthening of trade unionism can be found than is in 
evidence from Winnipeg to the Pacific Coast. The expansion of the Canadian west and north- 
west, industrially, is equaled, if not surpassed, by the activity and energy displayed by trade 
unionists in their efforts to consolidate the interests of workmen everywhere. 

The session of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, in Victoria, B. C., in 1906, 
gave additional zest to the movement, and the recent session at Winnipeg, Manitoba, cemented 
for all time the bond of unionism between the workers in the west and those in the east. It 
is not too much to say that organized labor in Canada has assumed a new dignity, born of the 
realization of the great work that lies before it, and that the future will see such a development 
in the organization and labor of Canadian workmen as to justify the best hopes of the present. 
Nor must it be forgotten that as organization increases the sentiment in favor of international 
trade unionism grows stronger. Not all the blandishments of capital nor the short-sighted 
attitude of a few disgruntled workers who clamor for a “national” organization will suffice to 
offset the zealous, indefatigable and untiring efforts of those who believe that the interests of 
the working people, whether North or South of the line, are identical; that the same foes are 
to be met with everywhere; that the welfare of the little ones must be guarded, and that 
women-workers and men-workers must unite on all hands for their mutual benefit and the 
general uplifting of the common people. 


I am sure that the sentiments here expressed meet with the cordial approval and 
encouragement of the best men and the best minds of the entire labor movement of the Amer- 
ican Continent. 


LABOR IN PORTO RICO. 


The condition of the working people of Porto Rico has somewhat improved, and this 
beyond question is due to the beneficent influences of the labor organizations which have been 
formed there and to the assistance which our movement has been enabled to render. The 
influences have been for good, and have secured for Porto Ricans a larger measurer of justice 
conceded by governmental authority as well as by employers. 


Though some improvement has been secured, reports from various sections of the island 
indicate that much yet remains to be done in order to eliminate the poverty which is so 
prevalent. That the people of that island should be accorded their full measure of political 
rights and local self-government enjoyed by American citizens in the United States should 
go without challenge. It has been my pleasurable duty to aid to the fullest of my opportuni- 
ties in bringing the power and influence of our great movement to the protection and advance- 
ment not only of the working people, but of all the people of Porto Rico. It should be our 
aim, as it is our duty, to be helpful to the generous, warm-hearted people of that island in the 
attainment of the conditions which are commensurate with those obtaining among the people 
of our own country. 


CONDITIONS IN CUBA. 


During the early part of the year I suffered much physical pain due to the constant 
strain of my work. I was advised to go to Cuba for a brief stay. My health having 
improved under the influence of its climate, I made an investigation of the conditions of the 
working people and what changes, if any, had transpired since my visit there seven years 
before. 
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I learned, and demonstrated to the satisfaction of those who disputed it, that there had 
been a positive deterioration in the condition of the Cuban workmen, and in certain phases 
particularly ; that is, that they were paid lower wages; the cost of living had become enhanced ; 
for almost all of their purchases they were required to pay in American gold or its equivalent; 
and their wages were paid in Spanish silver or its equivalent. In other words, they made 
their purchases in an appreciated currency and were paid their wages in one that was depre- 
ciated, varying from twelve to seventeen per cent. 

On account of a general strike in Havana which occurred some six months before my 
visit, the labor organizations had become considerably weakened. I conferred with a number 
of representative labor men and mingled with the rank and file. Though I did nothing tangible 
toward building up their organization, my conferences with them encouraged them. A few 
months later the men engaged in the cigar industry, who form perhaps the greatest number of 
any given occupation in the island, demanded the payment of their wages in American money 
or its equivalent. They appealed to me for financial aid, and with the co-operation of Presi- 
dent Perkins, of the Cigar Makers’ International Union, an appeal was issued to the organiza- 
tions of that trade, which yielded a considerable sum. The financial and moral assistance was 
of great value, and this, together with the intrepid spirit of the men engaged in the strike, 
crowned their efforts with victory. 

Shortly thereafter the men engaged in the railway service of Cuba inaugurated a strike 
for the establishment of the payment of wages in par value money and a reduction in the 
hours of labor. In this instance, too, an appeal was made for us to render such assistance 
as lay within our power. It was not possible to give them much financial aid, but whatever 
encouragement could be given for the attainment of their laudable purpose was cheerfully and 
promptly extended. ‘ . 

The leaven in Cuba is at work, and I feel confident that a revived spirit has been 
aroused, and the advice which I had the opportunity of giving while there has been and will 
be heeded; that is, that the Cuban workmen should devote their attention more largely to 
their material and economic interests than they have done heretofore, and that this will bring 
them not only material advancement, but also political, moral and social progress. It is 
with confidence that I bespeak for Cuban workmen every assistance which our movement can 
give, so that their hopes and aspirations may be fulfilled. 


LABOR CONDITIONS ON THE PANAMA CANAL. 


As directed by you I have endeavored to obtain fullest possible information re- 
garding the conditions of employment in the construction of the Panama Canal. Much 
progress has been made, but conditions show that much improvement is necessary for 
civilized life. It is established beyond question that generally those in authority at 
Panama have manifested their hostility to the consideration of the workmen's grievances 
when presented as an entity, an organized body. 

When the bill was under consideration repealing the eight-hour law in so far as 
it applies to alien werkmen employed in the construction of the Panama Canal, we protested 
and pointed out that it would result in practically compelling the American workmen, 
as well as the aliens, to work more than eight hours a day. 

The reports from there, and these not only the reports from labor men, show that the 
hours of labor in the Panama Canal construction range from twelve to fourteen a day, and 
this, too, in the midst of great excavation work in the torrid zone and miasmatic atmosphere 
of Panama. 

In the current AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST is published an article upon the conditions 
of labor in the Panama Canal Zone. Those who are particularly interested should read 
the original report made by Miss Gertrude Beeks to the President. There are other 
reports received from men employed upon the canal construction which contain excellent 
information that will be of service. These reports may find publication later. 

It has been our purpose to aid the government to the fullest of our power in the 
progress, and we hope, the successful construction of the greatest public work ever under- 
taken by this or any other country. In the construction of so great a public work, destined 
to be of service to the peopie of the world, we must insist that the best possible condi- 
tions shall obtain for the men who are engaged in its real construction. We have reason 
to believe that in this position we express the general views of those highest in authority. 
It is, therefore, necessary that we should be fully and accurately informed as to the 
conditions of labor on the Isthmus so that the evils which exist and which may arise 
may be properly and authoritatively presented so as to secure the relief and reforms 80 
necessary not only to complete the work, but to complete it satisfactorily and without 
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any stigma resting upon our country or our people that everything was not done to make 
the life of the workers conform to our conception of humanity and civilization. 


Recently the request was made to me to visit the Panama Canal district and to report 
thereon to the government with a view to making such recommendations as might seem 
to me necessary and advisable. The request has also been made of one or two other 
men in our movement to perform a like service. The duties devolving upon me have inter- 
fered with my acceptance, but I suggest that though I may not be able to go, authority 
be given for the recommendation of some one now and then to undertake the mission and 
fulfill the duties. 


CHILD LABOR MUST BE ABOLISHED. 
The humane work inaugurated and conducted by the labor movement to eliminate child 
labor in the industrial and commercial affairs of our country has borne good fruit and is 
destined to bring still better results. 


In the early history of labor’s efforts to obtain this end, we were met by the bitterest 
and most relentless antagonism. Our motives were aspersed and our efforts ridiculed just as 
are now the demands which organized labor makes upon society in its claims for the present 
and for the immediate future. 


Today there is not an institution in our country, political, commercial, financial or 
religious, but which is committed in some way to the abolition of child labor. Better than all, 
it is now the universal judgment of all our people that the facts as to the existence of child 
labor shall be investigated and ascertained and such legislation enacted as sha{l take the chil- 
dren from the factory, the work-shop, the mill, the mine and the store or anywhere they are 
employed for profit, and give to them the opportunities and advantages of the home, the 
schoo! and the playground, that they may imbibe the sunshine and the light to grow into the 
physical and mental manhood and womanhood of the future. 

Several organizations have been formed to co-operate with the labor movement and the 
awakened public conscience in pressing home upon the law-making bodies the necessity for the 
abolition of child labor. A number of legislatures have given this subject their favorable con- 
sideration and action. 


Congress has discussed the evil of child labor with a view to the enactment of a 
federal law dealing with the question generaily. As to the advisability of that method of 
eradicating the evil, there is a divided opinion. Some contend that the States can more effec- 
tually, and under our form of government should more properly, exercise that authority. In 
any event, the discussion in Congress clearly indicates the general trend of advanced thought 
upon the question. At least, Congress could enact a law upon the subject covering the Terri- 
tories and the District of Columbia. 

The last Congress directed the Commissioner of Labor to make a comprehensive socio- 
logical investigation of the labor of women and children in the United States, and the matter 
is now receiving attention and action at the hands of the Commissioner and his assistants. 

A few months ago a conference was held in Washington, where representatives of a 
number of organizations met and discussed the question of child labor. Acting under the 
authority, given by the Pittsburg convention, I appointed a committee consisting of James 
Duncan, John Mitchell, D. A. Hayes, John Goldén, B. A. Larger, Daniel Harris, and Herman 
Robinson to participate therein. 

The conference decided to co-operate with the Commissioner of Labor in the investiga- 
tion, and, if necessary, to ascertain all the facts obtainable with a view to such co-operative 
action as shall at an early date free our country and our people from the stigma of exploit- 
ing young children for profit. There is not one ‘question more important to the solution of 
which we should continue to give our unqualified attention than to the elimination of child 
labor from our industrial and commercial system. 


ORGANIZING WOMEN WORKERS, 


Some progress has been made in the organization of women wage-earners, but it 
has not been of such a character as to be gratifying or satisfactory. Our organizers 
have made many efforts and have accomplished fair results. The representatives of labor 
including myself have done what lies within our power, but much more remains to be 
done. The Woman’s Trade Union League has been active, and with a moderate degree of 
success. 
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The Woman's International Union Label League has performed exceedingly effective 
Work in tne dissemination of information upon the subject of ‘union labels. It hes aided 
greatly in creating a larger demand for union-labeled products. 

There is none of our fellow-workers who is entitled to greater consideration at 
our hands than the woman and girl wage-earner. Our fellow-unionists the continent over 
should regard it as their duty and of paramount importance to help to the fullest in the 
better and more thorough organization of these deserving toilers along true trade union 
lines. 

There may be a world of superficial sympathy doled out by philanthropists for the 
women and girls who are compelled to earn their own livelihood, but it is the much-abused 
trade union movement which stangs for the recognition of their rights, political, social, 
moral and industrial, and which demands for them equal pay for equal work. 


INTERNATIONAL GOOD WILL AND PEACE. 


Thinking and liberty-loving and peace-loving men the world over have been keenly and 
painfully disappointed at the meager results of the conference at The Hague in the interests 
of international peace. Mankind had a right to expect something of a more tangible character 
tending toward the abolition of international slaughter. The toilers the world over are pri- 
marily interested in averting international conflict, for they form the mass of men who fall in 
battle or who bear the burdens which war entails. 

International peace is usually disturbed by those having a sordid purpose. The up- 
lifting work of progress and civilization is interrupted and retarded when international peace 
is disturbed. Long periods elapse after a war before the constructive work in he interests of 
humanity and civilization can be resumed. 

Despite the failure of the congress to fulfill the expectations of the peace and humanity- 
loving men of the world, the duty devolves upon the organized labor movement of all civilized 
countries to carry on an educational propaganda that shall reach the conscience and the hearts 
of mankind. 

Labor will strive to persuade the governments of the world to establish universal, inter- 
national peace, but lest these hopes be unrealized and efforts prove futile it must never be for- 
gotten that in the last analysis the masses of the people of every country have it in their hands 
to exert their own giant will and power against international war, and that if otherwise 
thwarted they will not hesitate to exert it. 

I am firmly convinced that if a growing tendency toward international fraternity among 
the workers of all countries is manifested; the more general recognition of the identity of 
interests of the toilers is established the world over; the more general mutual acceptance of 
each other’s union traveling cards as a passport in the international trade unions of all 
countries is extended; the interchange of fraternal delegates, the ambassadors of good will at 
the conventions and congresses of organized labor is continued; that these practical methods 
will contribute more than all else to the enthronement of universal peace among the peoples 
of the nations of the earth. 7 

As representatives of the web and woof of Great Britain’s and Canada’s sturdy toilers, 
we welcome to this convention Messrs. D. J. Shackelton, J. Hodge, and W. R. Trotter. On 
behalf of the toilers of America we bid them a thousand welcomes. We earnestly hope that 
their stay among us may be pleasurable, interesting and profitable; that they will encourage 
us in our work and aid us by their advice; that when they return to their homes and their 
people they may convey our fraternal regard for their progress, for the extension and the 
highest development of the bond of unity and universal brotherhood. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LABOR. 


It has been my pleasure to participate in several informal conferences where there was 
discussed the mooted subject of holding an international conference of the representatives not 
only of labor and employers, but also of the several governments of the civilized world, the 
Government of the United States to extend the invitations, the conference to consider the 
following subjects: 

Child Labor, its restriction and regulation. 

Woman’s Labor, its restriction and regulation. 

Hours of Labor. 

Safety appliances on railroads and machinery in factories and workshops. 

Sanitation in workshop and mine. 

Ventilation in mines. 

Employers’ Liability, and kindred subjects. 
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The matter is still in a tentative state. I would recommend that this convention take 
some action in regard thereto so as to secure the co-operation of any or all organizations 
favorably disposed toward the project with the view of urging the President of the United 
States to extend an invitation to the governments and associations of other countries. 


EIGHT-HOUR WORKDAY—MAKE. IT UNIVERSAL. 


The general movement for the reduction of the hours of daily labor; that is, the estab- 
lishment of the eight-hour workday, has made considerable progress within the past two 
decades, and this is largely due to the encouragement given by our Federation to the crystalli- 
zation of the hopes and demands of labor for the achievement of that result. The first con- 
vention of the Federation declared for the general eight-hour workday. In 1884 we declared 
for a concentrated effort of all labor to secure that boon, and since then no convention has 
passed without a declaration for, nor has any effort been spared to secure, the extension or 
enforcement of the eight-hour workday. For your information and for the general interest it 
may have, I submit to you a statement of the hours of labor prevailing among a number of 
trades. 

Carpenters—Eight hours; Saturday half holiday generally. 

Electrical Workers—Eight hours generally. 

Plasterers—Eight hours generally ; some places seven hours. 

Bricklayers—Eight hours generally. 

Granite Cutters—Eight hours; universal. 

Masons—Eight hours generally. 

Painters—Hight hours generally. 

Decorators—Eight hours generally. 

Paper Hangers—Eight hours generally. 

Plumbers—Eight hours generally. 

Gas Fitters—Eight hours generally. 

Steam and Hot Water Fitters—Eight hours generally. 

Tile Layers—Eight hours generally. 

Roofers—Eight hours generally. 

Building Laborers and Hod Carriers—Eight hours generally. 

Compositors, afternoon papers—Eight hours generally. 

Compositors, morning papers—Seven and one-half hours. 

Compositors, book and job—Eight hours generally. 

German Compositors—Eight hours, five days constituting a week’s work. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers on newspapers—Light hours. 

Coal Miners in bituminous regions—Eight hours. 

Coal Miners in anthracite regions—Nine hours. 

Cigarmakers—Eight hours generally. 

Coopers—Eight hours generally. 

Brewers— Eight hours on Pacific Coast; nine hours elsewhere. 

Iron and Steel Workers—Eight hours; three shifts. 

Stationary Firemen—LHight hours; 50 per cent. 

Paper Makers—Eight hours. 

Bookbinders—Establishing eight-hour day. Generally successful. 

The International Printing Pressmen and-Assistants’ Union and the International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists are now preparing for a movement for the inauguration of the eight-hour 
workday. 

Other organizations more particularly of a local character are engaged in similar efforts. 
But it is quite true that immense numbers of workmen, particularly in the unskilled trades 
and callings, still work generally ten or nine hoyrs a day, and remnants of other trades and 
callings toil many more hours each day. 

It should be our aim to give every encouragement and aid to all in the establishment of 
@ maximum day’s work of eight hours. 

In our country so great and fertile, with its people so endowed with genius and so 
marvellously industrious in their productive capacity, there can neither be justification nor 
defense for a workday of longer than eight hours. 

Eight hours for work, eight hours for rest, and eight hours for recreation and improve- 
ment, is not only a scientific but a natural division of the day. It is a slogan and a watch- 
word with which we can go not only to our fellow-workers but to all our people and secure 
their co-operation and their sympathy. 

Upon the industrial field I urge the concentration of all our efforts to the universal 
establishment of the eight-hour workday. 
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To that end, I recommend the appointment of a special committee by this convention to 
consider the subject of the more general introduction of the eight-hour workday in all in- 
dustry, and the presentation of a report and recommendation to you in time for proper con- 
sideration and action thereon by this convention. 

In referring to the movement of various organizations to reduce the hours of labor and 
to improve the conditions of the toilers, a few classes of employment, widely divergent, have a 
peculiar interest. The street railway men toiled sixteen to eighteen hours a day prior to 
organization among them. 

Less than twenty years ago a law passed by the legislature of the State of New York, 
limiting the hours of labor of street railway men to ten per day, was declared unconstitutional. 
The general workday of these men now, where they are organized, is nine or ten hours and 
in a few instances eight. 

The retail clerks formerly would start an early closing association, and whenever a 
temporary success was obtained they disbanded their organizations. Conditions and hours of 
labor would then revert to the old standard of from early morning until late at night, so 
long as there was the hope or the prospect of some patron entering a store. Since the for- 
mation of bona fide retail clerks’ unions, and particularly since the formation of the Retail 
Clerks’ Protective Association, they have not only reduced the hours of labor during the week, 
but have obtained earlier closing on Saturday and in many instances half holiday during Sat- 
urdays of the summer months. 

But apart from this, recognizing the miserably low wages paid to some clerks, the last 
convention of that organization took positive action to establish some sort of a life line, a 
living wage, and declared for a minimum wage scale of at least nine dollars per week. When 
such a low minimum is sought to be established it can readily be appreciated how necessary 
was the action of that convention, and how earnestly we should all strive to render every 
assistance within our power to its achievement. 

The hours of labor and conditions of the bakers, barbers, and grocery clerks were about 
similar. They worked from early morning until late at night, the bakers often during the 
entire night. It was also generally required that the workmen should live with the em- 
ployer, thus practically discriminating against married men and placing @ premium upon 
bachelorhood. The bakers’ organization has reduced the hours of labor to nine or ten; night 
work has been practically abolished; the sub-cellar as a bakeshop has been eradicated, and 
Sunday work eliminated. 

The barbers have reduced their hours of labor immeasurably. They have limited Sun- 
day work and in most instances abolished it. 

The organized grocery clerks no longer toil after six o'clock in the evening, and Sunday 
has become their own. 

The baker, the barber and the grocery clerk have abolished the system of “boarding 
and lodging with the boss” and in this regard have obtained the right and the freedom of 
manhood. 


EIGHT-HOUR DAY IN THE PRINTING INDUSTRY. 


The movement of the International Typographical Union to inaugurate the eight-hour 
day has been crowned with great success. Despite the fact that in a few places stubborn 
contests are still maintained, it may be stated that, generally speaking, the eight-hour day 
among the membership under the jurisdiction of the International Typographical Union is an 
accomplished fact. President Lynch, in a recent letter, states that in a few sections where 
the printers relinquished their membership, due to their inability to meet assessments, there is 
a desire to reorganize, and that soon the effort will be made not only to accomplish this much- 
desired result, but also at the same time to secure the enforcement of the eight-hour day in the 
trade throughout the continent. He adds that in this no difficulty will be encountered ; that the 
International Typographical Union has expended nearly four million dollars in establish- 
ing the eight-hour day, but the printers are just beginning to reap the benefits of that 
movement, and that “for years to come there will be such a demand for printers that all who 
thoroughly learn the trade will be paid wages over any scale heretofore adopted.” 

The influence of the eight-hour movement has extended to the entire printing trade. The 
International Brotherhood of Bookbinders at its last convention decided to ftnaugurate the 
eight-hour workday, and with almost general unanimity it has been achieved and without any 
serious contest. 

At the convention of the International Printing Pressmen and Assistants’ Union of North 
America it was decided to inaugurate the eight-hour day in the trade November 18, 1907. In 
several instances this has already been secured. The organization finds itself in this posi- 
tion, however, that the Typothete, which the officers of, the Pressmen’s International Union 
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aver represents but Sight per cent of those who employ the men of the trade, has secured ap 
injunction restraining any action toward the enforcement of an eight-hour day in Typothete 
establishments. At the time when this report is prepared I am not fully informed as to the 
plans of the officers of the organization to carry out the instructions of their international con- 
vention. Should anything arise of an important character it will, if possible, be included in 
the report of the Executive Council. We can but hope, however, that entire success may be 
achieved in the enforcement of the eight-hour workday among the printing pressmen and assist- 
ants, and this, too, without contest, and that the entire printing trade will soon be an industry 
in which the eight-hour workday shall be the absolute ruie. 


COMMERCIAL TELEGRAPHERS’ STRIKE. 


A movement of great importance was recently inaugurated among the commercial 
telegraphers of the country. For nearly twenty years there was little or no organization 
among them, in consequence of which many unjust conditions were imposed. Wages, where not 
reduced, remained stationary during all this period, despite the enhanced cost of living. Any 
attempt to organize was met with discrimination or discharge. This was particularly true of 
the Western Union Telegraph Company. 

A general revival of organization was manifest during the latter part of last year and 
the beginning of this, which resulted in securing an advance of ten per cent in wages. The 
deep resentment felt by the telegraph operators against the unjust action of the companies 
found its expression in a determined effort for the redress of grievances, the stoppage of dis- 
crimination and the exercise of the right to organize. These demands were either slow of 
concession by the companies or not conceded at all. The operators manifested their restless- 
ness, which brought forth a promise from the companies for the redress of a number of 
grievances. The men and women who had so long been subject to unjust conditions had little 
faith in these promises, and as a result a strike was inaugurated with little or oo preparation. 
They demanded an eight-hour day, equal pay for equal work by men or women, fifteen per cent 
increase, and that the companies furnish typewriters. 

Of course, all of us and all friends of labor sympathize with the righteous demands 
which the telegraphers made. The justness and righteousness of a cause is one thing; the time 
for its attempted enforcement is another. 

It was clearly the conviction of those who had experience that the time for a 
general strike among the commercial telegrapoers, no matter how praiseworthy the cause, 
was inopportune, particularly so when such pledges of further concessions had been made. 
It was at this period that I advised the officers confidentially, and as strongly as I could, 
as to the impracticebility of a general strike at that time. I urged them to accept the 
offers made and to work for the extension and strengthening of their organization, with a view 
to constant betterment for the men and women who depend for their livelihood upon the 
operation of the keys. Of course, I had neither the right nor the desire unwarrantedly to 
interfere with the management of the affairs of the organization. but it seemed to me duty 
demanded that I should place my experience before the officers, that they might reap whatever 
benefit might result therefrom, so as to help safeguard the interests of the membership, that 
the continuity of the organization might not only be assured, but also that it might prove of 
lasting benefit to the craft. 

That the advice was disregarded by those then in autnority in the organization is not 
due to me, nor to any failure to render them every. possible counsel, advice and assistante to 
carry on their contest to the fullest possible fruition. It has been clearly shown that at least 
a tactical mistake has been made. Those now intrusted with the affairs of the organization 
realized this fact. It is my conviction that the strike will not, however, be devoid of some 
influence for good in the condition of the telegraphers. It is our duty to render every assist- 
ance we possibly can, that the organization of the commercial telegraphers may be maintained 
and extended, so that in the light of experience better results may follow for the men and 
women engaged in commercial telegraph work. 


FARMERS’ ORGANIZATIONS—OUR EFFECTIVE CO-OPERATION. 


Considerable correspondence has been had with the representatives of the American 
Society of Equity, the Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union of Texas, and other rep- 
resentatives of farmers. Much has been done to bring the men of the farms and the 
men of the factory.and workshop into closer touch, better understanding and reciprocal rela- 
tions to aid eAch other in the advancement of their rights, and to protect each other against 
argression of opponents. 

The Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union of Texas adopted resolutions pledg- 








XUb 











XUM 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 33 


ing the farmers of the State to give their patronage to the products of union labor and par- 
ticularly those bearing the union label. 
Because of their significance I quote the preambles and resolutions as follows: 


“Whereas the experience the members of the Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative 
Union of Texas have had in the use of a union label to designate the product of the members 
of this organization has proved beyond all doubt the inestimable value of having some design 
which will designate the difference between the product of union and non-union farmers; and, 

“Whereas we know there should be a design of some kind in general use in order that 
our brothers of the trades unions of the cities may be able at all times to discriminate in our 
favor, as our experience has proven they will do; be it 

“Resolved, by the fifth annual convention of the union farmers of Texas in Fort Worth 
assembled, That our delegates to the national convention be instructed to work to the end that 
a label be adopted; that same shall be protected by copyright and registered in each State in 
the Union, so that there may be no counterfeiting or use without permission ; and be it further 

“Resolved, That since such a design must be frequently used in printed form, said 
printed design must always be accompanied by either the Typographical Union or allied label 
of the printing fraternity, for otherwise it might be interpreted to represent the products of 
printers, and in this way its use abused in the injury of the union printers and allied 
trades; and be it further 

“Resolved, That out of appreciation for the friendship expressed and many acts showing 


‘that the friendship of organized labor is genuine, we, the members of the Texas Farmers’ 


Unions, delegates to this the fifth annual convention of the Texas State Union, pledge our 
hearty support and patronage to all union labels used by our city brothers. 

“Whereas the union label being the basis of contracts between the workers and the 
farmers and the emblem of honest work and fair reward; therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That all goods handled by the business departments of the Farmers’ Union, 
including machinery, must bear the imprint of our brother workers, and that all ‘unfair’ manu- 
a be respectfully notified to use the label of the workers if they expect the farmers’ 
trade.” 


In a communication recently received from the officers of the American Society of 
Equity the wish was expressed for further extension of the mutual interests of the work- 
men in industry and the workmen of-the farms. The correspondence on these topics will be 
placed in the hands of the committee having this subject under consideration. We can in 
this convention do nothing of greater promise for tangible results in the interests of labor in 
factory, field, workshop or mine than to establish the most fraternal relations among the men 
and bring about mutual reciprocal aid between the organizations of labor and the organizations 


of farmers. 
LABOR’S BILL TO REGULATE INJUNCTIONS. 


In my report to the Minneapolis convention attention was called to the fact that the 
opposition to our bill to regulate the issuance of injunctions, comprising many of the great 
employing corporations and trusts of the nation, was fully represented by their own officials 
as well as by attorneys; that it was clear even to the most unfriendly members of the Judi- 
ciary Committee of the House, that not even the array of talent opposing us could disprove our 
contentions. For the purpose of delay the committee resorted to dilatory tactics. 

After two months of time-kiJling argument the essential features of our bill were 
referred to a sub-committee of three members of the Judiciary Committee. The sub-committee 
withheld its report until very shortly before the adjournment of the Fifty-ninth Congress. We 
had the greatest difficulty to obtain a copy of that report. ra 

The astonishment of labor’s. representatives can be better imagined than described when 
it is stated that the sub-committee, instead of conducting an investigation of the principles in- 
volved in the bill, quoted the very judges and courts who have rendered decisions and opinions 
against which our just complaints are lodged, and which our bill seeks to remedy. 

We had the advice of Hon. T. C. Spelling, attorney-at-law, on the untenable and unfair 
report, and we concluded that a review, criticism and reply were necessary. With our legisla- 
tive committee I tried to have labor’s reply filed with the Judiciary Committee, so that it 
might be printed with the report of the sub-committee, in order that all might have an oppor- 
tunity of judging the merits or demerits of either or both. No encouragement was received 
from the chairman of the Judiciary Committee. An effort was made to obtain the written 
assent of a majority of the members of the committee to accomplish the purpose. The signa- 
tures of eleven members of the committee agreeing to the proposition were obtained. Four 
members of the committee, however, refused to give their assent—Chairman Jenkins, of Wis- 
consin; Parker, of New Jersey; Terrell, of Massachusetts, and Littlefield, of Maine. However, 
the signatures of the eleven members of the committee and the intensity of feeling prevailing 
evidently brought about an emergency meeting of the Judiciary Committee, at which represen- 
tative Pearre, of Maryland, who introduced our injunction regulation bill, presented the assent 
of the eleven members of the Judiciary Committee to our proposition. He also presented Mr. 
Spelling’s brief. It appears, however, that the effort was of little avail. 

We should see to it that the reply is printed as a Federal public document by the Six- 
tieth Congress. It was published in the June, 1907, issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 
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In dealing with the subject of injunctions and the necessary action thereon, the Minne- 
apolis convention instructed the officers of our Federation as follows: 

“There is no tendency so dangerous to personal liberty, so destructive of free institu- 
tions and of a republican form of government as the present misuse and extension of the 
equity power through usurpation by the judiciary; and we therefore urge the speedy enact- 
ment of the Pearre (anti-injunction) bill into law, and we further recommend that candidates, 
for legislative or judicial positions, be carefully investigated as to their past acts and inter- 
rogated as to their position on this matter before they be given any support, and that those 
who, from their actions or their expressions, are deemed unsound be, regardless of any other 
question, repudiated.” 

In compliance therewith the Executive Council authorized me to issue a circular to all 
organized labor appealing to our fellow-unionists and friends to safeguard their interests in 
an effort to pledge candidates for public office to express themselves fully as to their attitude 
upon the subject of the injunction abuse and their attitude toward bona-fide relief from that 
species of gross injustice. A copy of that circular and a copy of another regarding the hos- 
tility of Speaker Cannon, of the House of Representatives, toward all labor’s reasonable 


demands will be placed in the possession of the appropriate committees having this subject 
under consideration. 


THE INJUNCTION ABUSE—LABOR SEEKS JUSTICE, NOT PRIVILEGE. 


It has been the favorite utterance of labor’s fiercest and most unfair opponents to charge 
us with an effort to create “a favored class of wrong doers among the workingmen.” Parry, 
Post and Van Cleave have so declared; Littlefield, Cannon and others repeated it in their 
campaign of last year and since, the latest assertion of this character having been made 
frem so high a source as the Secretary of War, Mr. Taft, in a speech and in an interview 
immediately before his departure upon his recent trip to the Orient. The utterance of 
Mr. Taft was entirely unprovoked, unnecessary and wholly gratuitous, and withal unfounded. 
From other sources, sordid sources, we may expect malicious misrepresentation, but from 
high officials of our government, never. 

Mr. Taft could not help but know that labor’s bill to regulate injunctions was not 
designed to create a privileged class of wrong doers among the workingmen of our country, 
but to restore to them the rights of which they have been robbed by court decisions; in 
fact, to. restore the writ of injunction to its original beneficent and proper purposes. He 
could not escape knowing, what is common knowledge among the merest tyros of the law, 
the fundamental principles of the equity power of the courts and the basis upon which 
injunctions are intended to serve. Circumstances warrant their re-statement as follows: 

“The writ of injunction was intended to be exercised for the protection of property 
rights only. 

“He who would seek its aid must come into court with clean hands. 

“There must be no other adequate remedy at law. 

“Tt must never be used to curtail personal rights. 

“It must not be used ever in an effort to punish crime. 

“Tt must not be used as a means to set aside trial by jury. 

“Injunctions as issued against workmen are never used or issued against any other 
citizen of our country. , 

“It is an attempt to deprive citizens of our country, when these citizens are workmen, 
of the right of trial by jury. 

“It is an effort to fasten an offense on them when they are innocent of any wrong- 
doing. 

“It is an indirect assertion of a property right in men when these men are workmen 
engaged in a lawful effort to protect or advance their natural rights and interests. 

“Injunctions as issued in trade disputes are to make outlaws of men when they are 
not even charged with doing things in violation of any law of state or nation.” 

We protest against the discrimination of the courts against the laboring men of 
our country which deprives them of their constitutional guarantee of equality before the law. 

The injunctions which the courts issue against labor are supposed by them to be 
good enough law today, when there exists a dispute between workmen and their employers; 
but it is not good law, in fact, is not law at all, tomorrow or next day when no such 
dispute exists. 

The issuance of injunctions in labor disputes is not based upon law, but is a species 
of judicial legislation, judicial usurpation, in the interests of the money power against 
workmen innocent of any unlawful or criminal act. The doing of the lawful acts enjoined 
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by the courts render the workmen guilty of contempt of court, and punishable by fine or 
imprisonment or both. 

In itself the writ of injunction is of a highly important and beneficent character. Its 
aims and purposes are for the protection of property rights. It never was intended, and 
never should be invoked, for the purpose of depriving free men of their personal rights, 
the right of man’s ownership of himself; the right of free locomotion, free assemblage, 
free association, free speech, free press; the freedom to do those things promotive of life, 
liberty and happiness, and which are not in contravention of the law of our land. 

We re-assert that we ask no immunity for ourselves or for any other man who may 
be guilty of any unlawful or criminal act; but we have a right to insist, and we do insist, 
that when a workman is charged with a crime or any unlawful conduct, he shall be 
accorded every right, be apprehended, charged and tried by the same process of law as 
any other citizen of our country. 

With our position so often emphasized and so generally known, it is nothing less 
than willful untruth and misrepresentation for any one to declare that it is our purpose 
to obtain any special privilege, particularly the undesirable and unenviable liberty of 
creating a privileged class of wrong doers. 

When the real purposes and high aspirations of our movement and the legislation 
it seeks at the hands of the law-making power of our country shall be better understood 
by all our people, and the great up-lifting work which we have already achieved shall find a 
better appreciation among those who now so unjustly attack and antagonize us, our opponents 
will be remembered for their ignoble work and course. 

The injunctions against which we protest are flagrantly and without warrant of 
law issued almost daily in some section of our country and are violative of the fundamen- 
tal rights of man. When better understood, they will shock the conscience of our people, 
the spirit and genius of our republic. 

We shall exercise our every right, and in the meantime concentrate our efforts to 
secure the relief and the redress to which we are so justly entitled. 

Not only in our own interest but in the interest of all the people of our country, 
for the preservation of real liberty, for the elimination of bitterness and class hatred, for 
the perpetuation of all that is best and truest, we can never rest until the last vestige of 
this injustice has been removed from our public life. 

It is interesting to know that owing to the persistent discussion of the principles 
involved in labor’s contention upon the abuse of the injunction process, a much wider and 
better knowledge of the merits of our position is general among our people, and in this 
regard some progress has been made which will beyond doubt bring reform and relief. 
Particularly is this true in the constitution adopted for the state of Oklahoma. Other states 
have had investigations and hearings in their respective legislatures. In Massachusetts 
the legislature appointed its committees on labor of both the Senate and House to sit during 
the year and hear fully all sides to the contention. It was my privilege to aid our fellow- 
workers of Massachusetts in an argument before the joint committee of the legislature, 
the argument covering more than seven hours of two days. The committee seemed favor- 
ably impressed with the presentation of labor’s position upon this question by our Massachu- 
setts brethren and myself, and I have been asked to prepare a bill upon the subject. I 
could do no better than to utilize our Federal bill known as the Pearre bill. 


VAN CLEAVE’S SUIT AGAINST THE A. F. OF L. 

The Buck’s Stove and Range Co., of St. Louis, of which Mr. J. W. Van Cleave is 
president (and he is also president of the National Association of Manufacturers), brought 
suit against the American Federation of Labor, the members of its Executive Council, both 
officially and individually, and several other officers and members of unions attached to 
international unions affiliated to the American Federation of Labor. The papers in the suit 
of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company have been served upon us, and also a notice to show 
cause why a permanent injunction should not be issued against our publishing the company 
upon the “We Don’t Patronize” list in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. Inagmuch as this report 
is written in advance of the day set for the hearing of this application for an injunction, 
November 8, the developments thereof will be incorporated in the report of the Executive 
Council. A resume of some of the incidents leading to the present situation may be necessary 
for the proper understanding of our position. 

The International Brotherhood of Foundry Employes and other organizations had an 
agreement with the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, and some still have agreements, either 
directly or through an employers’ association of which the Buck’s Stove and Range Company is 
a part. In the case where the organization of labor was not so well fortified, the company 
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antagonized it, assuming a hostile attitude with a view of crushing the union and imposing 
unfair conditions upon its members in the line of work which they performed. 

A contest ensued and the organization in question declared the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company, of St. Louis, unfair. It appealed to all organized labor and its friends to transfer 
their patronage to other and fairer employers. A similar appeal was made to the American 
Federation of Labor, and, pursuing the usual course followed in cases of appeals of this 
character, I caused an investigation to be made and made further investigation myself, and 
had a representative of our Federation endeavor to bring about an honorable adjustment 
of the controversy between the organization primarily in interest and the company. 

The fact developed that Mr. Van Cleave, the president of the company, was known to 
be so hostile to all organized labor that he violated the agreement he had for his company 
(through the employers’ association, of which he was a member,) with an international union, 
and that it was only through the disciplinary power and measures of that employers’ associa- 
tion that he for his company was required to conform to the agreement. In the case in point 
the International Brotherhood of Foundry Employes had no such advantageous position, and 
Mr. Van Cleave, for his company, exercised his antagonism to the fullest. 

The investigation demonstrated clearly Mr. Van Cleave’s hostile purpose toward the or- 
ganization in question, and every effort at an amicable adjustment was fruitless. It was then 
that my colleagues and myself, the Executive Council, approved the position and action of 
the organization affected, and this fact was published in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. The 
suit is brought to prevent this publication. It will determine our legal right not only in this 
instance but practically in all similar cases. 

The Executive Council and the other defendants authorized me to retain competent 
counsel to defend our rights before the court. In arguing a preliminary motion before Judge 
Clabaugh, of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, the counsel for the Buck’s Stove 
‘and Range Company substantially declared the following to be about the theory of its case: 

That the American Federation of Labor and all its affiliated organizations, interna- 
tional, the locals of internationals, state federations, city central bodies, locals affiliated 
to them, all local branches directly affiliated by charter, are engaged in one common purpose ; 
that they find it inexpedient to become incorporated and are therefore bound to all the legal 
responsibilities appertaining to partners and partnership; that under this partnership the 
American Federation of Labor is legally responsible for the acts of a constituent body 
located at a distance and even though the officers of our Federation may know nothing what- 
ever of the doings of the distant “partners,” this partnership liability extends not merely 
to contract relations but to the tortious and wrongful acts of the individual members of all 
the organizations or branches enumerated. 

Our counsel advise me that the idea of the counsel for the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. 
is apparently that the American Federation of Labor and all of its constituent parts are 
running amuck in boycotting, and in this course any person, no matter how distantly associa- 
ted with a “minor union,” is responsible for all of its acts. Our counsel add: “To our minds 
this theory outlined by the complainant is absolutely untenable, and the fact that it is 
advanced indicates a want of solid ground upon which to rest the bill of complaint.” 

The taking of testimony will, I am informed, shortly begin. 

Quite apart from the consideration of the absurdity of such a position, it would make 
the American Federation of Labor, as such, its executive officers, officially and individually, 
legally responsible for any action taken by any local’ union even though remotely related to the 
American Federation of Labor. Let me present some of the fundamental principles involved 
in the assertion of labor's rights. 

The ownership of a free man is vested in himself alone. The only reason for the 
ownership of bondmen or slaves is the ownership of their labor power by their masters. 
Therefore, it follows that if free men’s ownership ef themselves involves their labor power, 
none but themselves are owners of their labor power. Hence, it is essential that the product 
of a free man is his own. If he by choice or by reason of his environment sells his labor 
power to another and is paid a wage in return therefor, this wage is his own. This propo- 
sition is so essentially true that it is the underlying idea upon which is based the entire 
structure of private property. To question or to attempt to destroy the principle enunciated, 
involves the entire structure of civilized society. 

The free man’s ownership of himself and his labor power implies that he may sell it 
to another or withhold it; that he may with others similarly situated sell their labor power 
or withhold it; that no man has even an implied property right in the labor of another; that 
free men may sell their labor power under stress of their needs, or they may withhold it to 
ebtain more advantageous returns. 

Labor power is not a product; it is a human power to produce. In its very nature it 
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can not be regarded as a trust or a corporation, formed in restraint of trade. Any legisla- 
tion or court construction dealing with the subject of organizations, corporations or trusts 
which curtail or corner the products of labor, can have no true application to the association 
of free men in the disposition or withholding of their labor power. 

The attempt to deny to free men, by injunction or other process, the right of association, 
the right to withhold their labor power or to induce others to withhold their labor power, 
whether these men be engaged in an industrial dispute with employers, or whether they be 
other workmen who have taken the places of those engaged in the original dispute, is an 
invasion of man’s ownership of himself and of his labor power, and is a claim of some 
form of property right in the workmen who have taken the places of strikers, or men 
locked out. 

If the ownership of free men is vested in them and in them alone, they have not 
only the right to withhold their labor power, but to induce others to make common cause 
with them, and to withhold theirs that the greatest advantage may accrue to all. It further 
follows that if free men may avail themselves of the lawful right of withholding their labor 
power, they have the right to do all lawful things in pursuit of that lawful purpose. And 
neither court injunctions nor other processes have any proper application to deny to free men 
these lawful, constitutional, natural and inherent rights. 


In the disposition of the wages returned from the sale of labor power, man is also 
his own free agent. All things he may lawfully buy, he may also lawfully abstain from buying. 
He may purchase from whomsoever he will, or he may give his patronage to another. What 
he may do with his wages in the form of bestowing or withholding his patronage, he may 
lawfully agree with others to do. 

No corporation or company has a vested interest in the patronage of a free man. If 
this be true, and its truth can not be controverted upon any basis in law, free men may 
bestow their patronage upon any one or withhold it, or bestow it upon another. And this, too, 
whether in the first instance the business concern is hostile or friendly. It is true for any 
good reason, and in the last analysis, for no reason at all. 

It is not a question as to whether we like or dislike lockouts or strikes, boycotts or 
blacklists. The courts have declared that lockouts and the blacklists and all that pertain 
thereto are not unlawful. It is difficult to understand, then, unless there is some conception 
in the courts of an employer’s property right in some form in the laborer or the laborer’s 
patronage, how they stretch their authority, pervert the purpose of the law and undertake 
by the injunctive process to outlaw either the strike or the boycott. 

To claim that what one man may lawfully do when done by two or more men becomes 
unlawful or criminal, is equal to asserting that nought and nought makes two. 

In the case in point, the suit brought against us by the Buck’s Stove and Range Com- 
pany, another and exceedingly important feature is involved. It is a blow aimed at the free- 
dom of speech, the freedom of assemblage, the freedom of thought, and particularly the freedom 
of the press. 

The constitution of the United States and the constitution of every state in the 
Union are in accord with it, in clearly justifying labor’s contention. 

The first amendment to the constitution of the United States provides that, “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof ; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.” 

The attempt to enjoin or prevent the publication of the “We-Don’t Patronize” list 
of the American Federation of Labor, whether by injunctive process or other judicial or 
legislative means, would be in direct violation of the constitutional guarantee and would 
indeed abridge free speech and a free press. In all the land there is neither law nor 
power to enforce such a decree. 

A case in point was brought to the highest courts of Missouri. The constitution 
of that state provides that “no law shall be passed impairing the freedom of speech; that 
every person shall be free to say, write or publish whatever he will upon any subject, 
being responsible for all abuse of that liberty.” 

The Mark and Haas Jeans Clothing Company vs. Watson et al, March, 1902. Watson 
and others represented the United Garment Workers of America which issued a circular 
asking the public not to deal with that house or with other houses using the company’s 
brand of clothing. The company sought an injunction to prohibit the promulgation of 
the circular. The circuit court denied the writ, the defense being the constitutional right 
of freedom of speech and of the press. Upon appeal the higher courts in Missouri sus- 
tained that contention, and held that the idea underlying the constitutional guarantee was 
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punishment, not prevention; that if prevention exists, then there can no opportunity 
possibly arise for one to become responsible for saying, writing or publishing anything 
he may desire upon any question. The constitution, in forbidding laws impairing the right 
of free speech, recognized that right as pre-existent, and forbids legislation impairing that 
freedom. There is no exception thereto; the proscription is affirmative. The Missouri 
case to which I have already referred is so important that it deserves further recounting 
here. 

The court took up the argument that an injunction should be issued because the 
firm could not collect damages from the authors of the circular. The court pointed out 
that in the case of Association vs. Boogher (3 Mo. App., 173), it was decided that a libel 
can not be enjoined because owing to the insolvency of the libeler the victim could not 
recover damages for the libel. For if the remedy of injunction be given because of insolvency 
of the defendant, the freedom to speak and write which is secured by the state to all its 
citizens would be enjoyed by a man able to respond in damages to a civil action, and 
denied to one who has no property liable to execution. The court said there is no power 
to suspend the right for a moment or for any purpose. There is no instrumentality to 
limit or to restrict the right, except fear of the penalty, civil or criminal, which may wait 
on abuse. Only licentious abuse of free speech can be punished by law. No law can abridge 
the right of free speech. Wherever the authority of injunction begins, there the right of 
free speech, free writing, free publication, ends. No half-way house exists between absolute 
prevention and absolute freedom. The right can neither be impaired by the legislature nor 
hampered nor denied by the courts. That a man has no means, that he can not be mulcted 
in damages for his speech or writings, matters not. The impecunious man has the same 
right as the wealthy. The exercise of the right of free speech is as free and unrestricted 
as if no civil recovery could be had or punishment inflicted because of its unwarranted 
exercise. The fact that the publication does an actionable injury does not go a hair toward 
a diminution of the right of free speech, for the exercise of which, if resulting in an 
injury, the constitution makes the speaker or publisher expressly responsible. Such re- 
sponsibility is utterly incompatible with authority in a court of equity to prevent such 
responsibility from occurring. William Marion Reedy recently declared that labor can not 
be enjoined from continuing the publication of the list of “unfair’’ employers. Discussing 
the Van Cleave suit against us, he said: “The law as to the matter stands the same under 
the national constitution as under the state constitutions. Free speech and free publica- 
tion are too sacred things to be thrown overboard at the request of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers, or if not thrown over, reduced to such meaninglessness as now 
attaches to the workingman’s so-called ‘freedom of contract.’ ” 

The rights laid down by the court in this case support in every regard the con- 
tentions of organized labor, and we propose to contend for our rights upon the ground of 
the freedom of speech, the freedom of the press in the case of the so-called boycotts and 
the right of man’s ownership of himself, of his labor power, to sell it or to withhold it, 
and to do all lawful things in furtherance of his interests, whether done singly or col- 
lectively, in case of lockouts, strikes or boycotts. 

EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 

It was reported to the Minneapolis convention that the majority of the Committee 
on Labor of the House as made up by the Speaker was hostile to the interests of labor; 
that hearings were held to prolong the time so as ultimately to prevent the passage of our 
eight-hour bill; that by mere accident at one of the hearings the minority members of the 
committee were in a temporary majority of a quorum of the committee present, and by a vote 
of that temporary momentary majority ordered that the bill be reported favorably to the House 
with a recommendation that it pass; the bill was so reported. 

Representative Rucker, of Missouri, in the course of his speech on the floor of the 
House, said in part that when he asked the Speaker to recognize him for the purpose of 
asking consideration of the Eight-hour Bill, that he, the Speaker, replied in language more 
forcible than polite that he would not recognize him or any member of the House for the 
purpose of considering that measure. 

We should see to it that the eight-hour bill is introduced in Congress in the early 
stages of the coming session and press home the necessity for its passage. The eight- 
hour bill proposes to carry into effect the intention and spirit of the eight-hour law of 
August 1, 1892. 

EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Since the issuance by the President of the executive order of September 19, 1906, 
there have been fewer violations of the existing eight-hour law under its limited interpre- 
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tation by the courts than theretofore. Complaints lodged with the President were trans- 
mitted to the Commissioner of Labor, investigated, rectified, and in several instances 
violators convicted and fined. 

The War Department issued an order by which a number of workmen who formerly 
worked long hours were brought under the operation of the eight-hour law. Upon appeal 
to the Supreme Court of the United States by employers performing dredging work for 
the government, the court held that the eight-hour law did not apply to dredgemen, and 
this, too, notwithstanding that the work performed was not only work done for the 
Federal government upon waters under Federal jurisdiction, but also in the nature of things 
the work was performed upon the public works of the Federal government. In view of the 
decision of the highest judicial authority, our only remedy lies in the enactment of the 
American Federation of Labor eight-hour bill. 


IMMIGRATION LAW AND INTERPRETATION. 

Recognizing the influence for good or evil of the large numbers of immigrants 
brought to our shores, the American Federation of Labor years ago impressed upon the 
public mind and upon Congress the necessity for better regulation and restriction of 
immigration. The reports of the Immigration Bureau for the past ten years give the 
following figures of immigrants coming to the shores of our mainland: 


LS eee eee Te ree Ce Te TR Te TT Te OT TEC TTT 229,299 
ROMP 60.50 cb cbs weenebeceeesednctensecceedenbdesccceencnecceaceece 311,715 
WOOD. cc ccccccccccccccccccc cece ee ete e ce er senses secesevcescceerceee 448,572 
err re ee rrr errr rrr rr rt 487,918 
TOU eecccsevececcccesecesecocece Corre ccccccccccsscscccescesseceoes 648, 
(| eee remem rrr rrr rrr rrr errr cre 857,046 
ty eee ee rr! errr errr reer eee Tee 812,870 
See CT ECR ee 1,026,499 
EUG ons dice ctecvecccccccscccce ss eet ter etesescsestesccceecduesees 1,100,735 
WOT. cc cccccvccccccccccccccccccecseccccccesccccesescesesecsceses 1,285,349 
J | ewererrrrrrrr rrr Tre rr terre ecccccccecese 7,208,746 


Surely, such portentous figures of a conglomerate people brought to our country 
by: various devices must cause us to pause and reflect whether this influx can long con- 
tinue with its apparent enormous increase without in a large measure tending to tear 
down, or to make it additionally difficult to maintain, the American standard of life, 
American aspirations for industrial and commercial progress and moral advancement as 
well as the perpetuation of the purity of our republic. We have, therefore, urged upon 
Congress the necessity for the regulation and restriction of immigration. One of labor’s 
demands was enacted into law. That law prohibits making contracts for or with laborers 
in foreign countries to come to this country to perform work here, whether these con- 
tracts are written or implied. This law also prohibits advertising for workmen in for- 
eign countries, and the allurement of workmen by promises or other devices to emigrate here. 

The bill also contains a provision requiring more air space per passenger over that 
required heretofore. Former:iy one hundred and twenty cubic feet of air space vas allowed 
for each immigrant; the requirements now are one hundred and eigthy“cubic feet per capita, 
and this accords with the most enlightened deductio s of medical scientists. It will therefore 
take fifty per cent more ships than heretofore to bring to our shores the same number of 
people. This feature of the law goes into operation 1908. 

We urged that one of the most effective measures of regulation and restriction 
would be an educational test of a simple character. Congress at its last session passed 
an immigration law, in some respects an improvement over the old, omitting, however, 
some of the most effective features which would tend to decrease the immense numbers 
of immigrants. Notwithstanding our most persistent efforts, the educational test was 
defeated. A provision was enacted permitting agents of states to go to foreign countries 
and there induce workmen to come to the United States. 

A commission made up of three members of the Senate, three from the House of 
Representatives and three citizens appointed by the President was created by the law 
for the purpose of making an investigation of the entire subject of. immigration, the 
committee being authorized to visit foreign countries for that purpose. It is regrettable 
that some representative of labor, the interest more largely involved than any other in 
the subject matter for investigation, was not designated as a member of that commission. 

l- connection with this subject your attention is called to the fact that in the new 
law, as in the old for more than thirty years, the provision is continued generally known 
under the anti-alien contract labor feature of the immigration law. Some months ago a 
body of workmen was engaged in a strike entirely provoked by the employers. The employers 
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set out to obtain workmen by contract in foreign countries to come here and perform that 
work. Protest was made against their admission, and the Board of Special Inquiry at 
Ellis Island sustained the protest and ordered the deportation of the contract workmen. 
From that order the employers through their counsel appealed to the Department of 
Commerce and Labor, which in turn submitted the question to the Department of Jus- 
tice. The Attorney-General, the chief of that Department, rendered an opinion which 
practically declared that “workmen of like kind” could not be obtained in the United States, 
and this, too, notwithstanding there were over one hundred unemployed who were capable 
and willing to perform the required work, but who declined to resign their membership in 
an organization as a condition precedent to such employment. Bound by the opinion of 
the Attorney-General, the Department of Commerce and Labor decided in accordance there- 
with, reversed the order of the Board of Special Inquiry for the deportation of these contract 
workmen, and they were admitted. 

A similar case occurred, in another industry, quite recently and the same theory of 
the law was enforced; that is, workmen were engaged in a strike, the employers contracted 
with workmen in a foreign country, and these workmen were permitted to enter upon the 
theory that there were not “workmen of like kind” unemployed in the United States. 

We contend that the alien-contract labor feature of the immigration law was de- 
signed and enacted for the purpose of preventing American workmen from being de- 
feated in an effort to improve their conditions, and particularly to prevent deterioration 
and that, therefore, regardless of whether the relations of workmen with their em- 
ployers are of the most amicable character, or whether they anticipate. or are engaged in, 
a trade dispute involving either a strike or a lockout, employers are prohibited by the law 
from bringing workmen to the United States under contract, or promise of employment, 
whether written or implied. 

Indeed, the anti-alien contract labor feature of the immigration law was enacted at 
the urgent request of labor, and is now generally recognized as a small measure of justice 
to labor. 

While we discourage any demand which is either impractical or unjustifiable, we 
yet contend that the demands of workmen upon their employers in no way enters into 
the question as to whether “workmen of like kind’’ are employed or unemployed in the 
United States. That workmen have been locked out bv their employers or are on strike does 
not enter into the situation, regardless of the questions in contention between such workmen 
and such employers; the fact they are workmen capable of performing the service required 
and are unemployed is in itself the condition prohibiting employers from entering into a 
written or implied contract for “workmen of like kind” coming from any foreign country 
to our own. This case was fully presented on pages 550-55 August, 1907, issue of the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

In connection with this case interviews were held with the Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor, and the first case to which I referred was discussed and the question of prin- 
ciple involved fully considered. Under the law the Secretary could not re-open the case 
in which the decision was rendered. He expressed his view that the principles for which 
we contend are sustained by the law. In any event, we must feel assured as to this 
feature of the law. It must be maintained in its essence and in its effect as designed 
and enacted, that is, for the protection of the American working people, or we must seek a 
new enactment to cover the breach in the law made by the opinion rendered by the Attorney- 
General. ‘ 

Recently the Attorney-General ruled that though states may advertise, setting forth 
the advantages and resources of their respective states, they can not enter into contracts 
with alien laborers to bring them to the United States, nor prepay their passage. 

One of the provisions of the recently enacted immigration law was the creation of 
a “Division of Information.” The purpose of: this provision is that workmen lawfully 
coming to the United States may be aided in a more intelligent choice of location in which 
to seek employment. It is intended to be a means for the better distribution of immi- 
grants lawfully entitled to come to our country, and if administered fairly is calculated to 
be of least injury to labor. Your attention is invited to the correspondence on the subject 
published in the August, 1907, issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, pages 556-59. 


CONVICT LABOR BILL. 


In regard to our Convict Labor Bill, it is but necessary to say that it has for its pur- 
pose simply the protection of the workmen in the States which have secured a solution of the 
problem, from the convict labor of other States which have neglected or refused to legislate 
favorably upon the subject and which seek to profit by sending their convict-made products for 
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sale into other States. I can do no better than to quote the report of the Legislative Com- 
mittee upon this subject. It is as follows: 

“The Convict Labor Bill} as introduced by Representative Hunt, of Missouri, and which 
passed the House in the first session of the 59th Congress, was referred to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, who in turn referred it to a subcommittee, consisting of Senators Knox, of Penn- 
sylvania; Spooner, of Wisconsin, and Bacon, of Georgia. Every possible effort was made to 
obtain favorable action on this bill by the Senate, and to that end numerous communications 
were transmitted to the executive officers of the various national and international unions, 
requesting that their local affiliated unions should petition their Senators asking for favorable 
action upon this bill. wimilar letters were also sent to the State, central and local unions 
affiliated directly with the American Federation of Labor. Other interests which favored the 
passage of this bill were also communicated with, requesting their assistance in our efforts to 
have this bill become a law. 

“Several interviews were had with the Senators on the subcommittee, who seemed to be 
favorably disposed towards the passage of the bill. However, when the full committee took the 
matter up for consideration the claim was made that, on account of the shortness of time and 
the importance of the measure, dealing as it does with the question of interstate commerce, it 
was decided to lay it over until the next Congress. A large amount of printed and written 
matter containing arguments in favor of the bill was presented to Senator Knox, who was 
chairman of the subcommittee, and who, after reading it, stated to your committee that a great 
deal of the argument and evidence was a revelation to him, he not having had an opportunity 
previously to become familiar with the subject. 

“He gave us his assurance that he would make an earnest study of the bill during the 
summer months. We hope, and are led to believe from his manner and expression, that he will 
give the measure his influential support in the 60th Congress.” 


LAW REDUCING HOURS OF LABOR OF RAILROAD MEN. 


Congress passed a law making it unlawful for any common carrier, its officers or 
agents, to require or permit any employe to remain on duty for a longer period than six- 
teen consecutive hours; and that he shall not again be required or permitted to work 
unless he has had at least ten consecutive hours off duty. The bill also prohibits any 
operator, train dispatcher or other employe who by the use of the telegraph or telephone 
dispatches or receives reports or orders regarding train movements, to be required or per- 
mitted to remain on duty for a longer period than nine hours in any day. 

Of course, it is not to be inferred that the railroad men generally work the limit 
of hours prescribed by the law, but it frequently occurs that they are so required and 
that to that fact more than to any other has been due most of the terrible loss of life 
upon the railroads of our country. 

The organizations of railroad employes, aided by our Legislative Committee and 
other representatives of our Federation, urged upon Congress the necessity for the passage 
of a law of an effective and remedial character. This bill was fought insidiously and per- 
sistently by corporate power and those in control of legislation in Congress. “ 


The bill in question was fathered by Senator La Follette, of Wisconsin, who gave 
it his almost undivided attention and secured its final passage. 

Though the law is by no means satisfactory or what labor and all the people have 
a right to expect, nevertheless its enactment makes for progress and will render effective 
amendment less difficult in the future. The bill goes into effect March fourth of the 
coming year. 


SHIP SUBSIDY SCHEMERS. 


In compliance with your instructions, together with the Legisiative Committee of 
the American Federation of Labor, I entered protest against the passage of the measure 
commonly known as the Ship Subsidy Bill, not merely because of the ship subsidy propo- 
sition in itself but particularly because it gave no proper consideration to the rights and 
interests of the seamen, but on the contrary under the pretense of creating a volunteer 
naval militia from among the enlisted men, it proposed practically to introduce compulsory 
naval service in time of peace or war from the men employed in the merchant marine. 
This subject was fully covered in my report to the Minneapolis convention. 

While the ship subsidy bill was under consideration I unearthed and exposed a 
scheme of the promoters of the ship subsidy who undertook to suborn and corrupt one 
or two men in New York so as to make it appear that the men of organized labor were 
in opposition to the American Federation of Labor upon this measure. The forgery of 
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names of officers of unions, counterfeit seals and letter heads, to send out fraudulent 
appeals to organized labor of the country for the support of the bill in opposition to the 
American Federation of Labor, were a few of the means employed. The entire expose 
was placed before the prosecuting officers of New York city, before the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries and published in full in the January, 1907, issue of the 
AMERICAN FEDPRATIONIST. 

The bill was defeated by labor, the corrupt methods of the ship subsidy promoters 
to the contrary notwithstanding. But that the bill will make its appearance in future 
Congresses no one who knows the calibre and character of its promoters will doubt. 
You should give further directions so that your officers and representatives may govern 
themselves accordingly. 

It may be interesting to note that the known interests as well as the secret pro- 
moters of the ship subsidy bill are the chief opponents not only to labor’s eight-hour bill but 
to all of the relief legislation for which labor has declared. 


ANTI-PILOTAGE BILL KILLED. 


The Littlefield bill for the abolition of compulsory pilotage of vessels was pressed 
to a conclusion by him in the second session of the last Congress. Our Legislative Com- 
mittee reported upon it as foHows: 

“This was one of the measures that he (Littlefield) took occasion during last fall’s 
campaign to defend and through it incidentally availed himself of the opportunity to 
denounce the American Federation of Labor and its officers for their opposition to that 
bill. When it was called up by that gentleman in the House, he felt absolutely confident 
of its passage, but the measure was fought just as stubbornly by the representatives of 
labor to the last moment. A long debate took place upon the bill, and on a standing vote 
being taken it appeared as if the bill had passed by a vote of one hundred and twenty- 
seven ayes to one hundred and sixteen nays; but the opponents of the bill being on the alert 
demanded a roll call which resulted as follows: in favor of the bill, 109; opposed, 165. 
Thus, one of the pet bills of Mr. Littlefield, the notorious opponent of labor and special 
advocate of the Manufacturers’ Association, received its quietus.” 


WAGE INCREASE IN POSTAL SERVICE. 


In compliance with the declaration of our Federation and particularly that of the 
Minneapolis convention (Resolutions 67 and 101), we finally secured from Congress an 
increase in the salaries of letter-carriers and post-office clerks and employes of the railway 
mail service. Several other features of improvement in the conditions of the postal service 
employes are included in the law, though it is silent respecting the application of the eight- 
hour law to the postal clerks. 

Our Legislative Committee, reporting upon this subject, says: 

“We feel that after many years of effort and labor in the direction of benefiting 
the clerks and carriers, that the wedge has been entered which will undoubtedly bring 
to them greater and more beneficent results in the near future.” 

Your attention is invited to the full report of the Legislative Committee published 
in the April, 1907, issue of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, and also to my report to the 
Minneapolis convention upon the subject of labor legislation in the Fifty-ninth Congress. 


TRUST LEGISLATION—ORGANIZED LABOR NOT A _ TRUST. 

For many years industrial combination among employers—that is, in the form of 
corporations and trusts—has been the subject of discussion among all our people. That 
there is much misinformation. upon the subject is beyond question. As an organization. 
the labor movement has viewed the trusts as employers of labor, and our attitude toward 
them has been gauged by their course toward workmen as employes. Each of our vast 
membership exercises his judgment and action toward corporations and trusts as his indi- 
vidual opinion may determine, uninfluenced by any concrete expression from our general 
labor movement. ‘ 

One grave error into which some people fall, particularly the opponents to our move- 
ment, is to designate the organizations of labor as “trusts.” 

The trade union is not, and from its very nature cannot be, a trust. 

Trusts consist of organizations for the control of the products of labor. 

Workmen possess their labor power; that is, the power to produce. Workmen have 
not any products for sale. 
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There certainly cannot be a trust in anything which has not been proauced. It is 
therefore economically unsound, as well as untrue, to designate labor organizations as “trusts.” 

The trust is an association of the owners and controllers of the product of labor for the 
benefit of a few. 

The trade union is an association of many for the benefit of all. 

This subject I have more fully discussed in an address which I recently delivered, and 
which is published in the editorial section of the November issue of the AMERICAN FEDPRA- 
TIONIST, and to which attention is invited. 

A conference was recently held at Chicago, where the question of trusts, combinations 
and labor organizations was discussed. A number of active workers in the labor movement 
participated. Among the resolutions adopted was one urging upon Congress the appointment 
of a commission composed of representatives of labor and capital and of the general public, to 
investigate the whole subject and to inquire to what extent interpretations of the courts have 
gone, denying to the organizations of labor the right to enter into trade agreements relating 
to wages, hours of labor and conditions of employment. 

This entire subject should have the consideration of this convention. It is a matter to 
which we shall be required to give our attention in the very near future. The Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law and the Interstate Commerce Law, intended to cover those corporations and trusts 
dealing with the control and transportation of products, have, by the interpretation of the 
courts, been made to apply to the organizations of workingmen. It will be remembered that 
when Congress a few years ago, in the House of Representatives, undertook to amend the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Law, those in charge of the bill refused to accept labor’s amendment, 
which made the distinction between trusts and corporations on the one hand and organizations 
of labor on the other. We finally secured the adoption of our amendment while the bill was 
under discussion in the House, but after that amendment was adopted no further interest in 
the passage of the bill was manifested. 

It will be necessary for labor to be on the alert when the subject-matter is again under 
Congressional consideration, and this convention should plainly indicate its desire in regard 
thereto. 


OKLAHOMA—NEW STATE—ITS CONSTITUTION. 


During the year the representatives of the people of Oklahoma and the Indian 
Territory met in constitutional convention, and under the enabling act passed by Con- 
gress by which the two Territories were to become one State, with great care they dis- 
cussed and adopted a constitution for the new State, the State to be known as Oklahoma. By 
reason of the extension of our movement to both Territories and the directions given me 
by the American Federation of Labor to secure better general laws from the Federal gov- 
ernment so far as they might apply to mining and other labor conditions there, a volu- 
minous correspondence was entered into between representative men of both Territories 
who realized that some assistance should also be given them in the consummation of their 
hopes for statehood. This was readily accorded. 

Prior to and during the constitutional convention I had the honor ot having sub- 
mitted to me for consideration and advice a number of propositions affecting the general 
rights of the people of the contemplated new State, and particularly of those affecting 
labor and labor co itions. To these I gave the best advice of which I was capable. 

The constitution was submitted to a referendum of the people and ratified by an 
overwhelming majority. 

It is a matter of great personal pride to me that the constitutional convention 
ananimously adopted a resolution presenting to me the pen with which the officers of the 
convention signed the constitution of the State of Oklahoma. The President has approved 
the constitution and will issue his proclamation recognizing Oklahomp in the family of States 
in the Union of the United States of America. 

In the current issue ot the aMERICAN t'‘EDERATIONIST I publish extracts from the 
constitution of Oklahoma. Reference to it will show that the new State has had more 
real regard for liberty and the rights of man and the protection of her people than has 
thus far been manifested by any other State in the Union. 


JURISDICTION CLAIMS—ADJUSTMENTS—CONTENTIONS—POWER TO DECIDE. 


During the year there has been a considerable number of jurisdiction disputes among 
affiliated organizations. Some have assumed acute form, a number of others have been ad- 
justed, and still others remain the same, each side contending for its claims. 
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SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 

In connection with the general subject of jurisdiction disputes, your attention is called 
to the fact that in the dispute existing for a considerable period of time between the Inter- 
national Seamen’s Union and the International Longshoremen’s Association, the Pittsburg con- 
vention directed that the two organizations should select two representatives each, these four 
to select a fifth, to determine the right to the use of the name, “Marine and Transport 
Workers,” in addition to that of the International Longshoremen’s Association, and as to cer- 
tain classes of work coming under their respective jurisdictions. The conference was held 
under these instructions, and an effort made to have both parties come to a mutual agreement, 
but without success. 

The representatives of both organizations selected a fifth person as arbitrator, one in 
whom they both expressed their confidence as to his ability, honesty and impartiality. They 
declared in advance that their respective organizations would abide by the decision and award 
which he might render; yet within a few weeks after the award and decision were rendered I 
was officially informed that the convention of the International Longshoremen’s Association 
had rejected it. 

This case is cited, first, as a matter of fact and record; and, second, to show that at 
times when representatives on behalf of their organizations declare in advance that they will 
abide by a decision or award of an arbitrator, their organizations may decline to hold them- 
selves bound thereby. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS—STAGE EMPLOYES. 


In the changing conditions of industry, a matter of controversy arose between the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
as to rival claims covering a large number of men doing certain classes of electrical work in 
theatrical and other amusement places. By conference with the executive officers of the organ- 
izations in interest and acting as arbitrator for them, an award was rendered which both 
assure me will redound to the advantage of all concerned. 

A number of other cases have been determined in a similar manner, each of which has 
firmly fixed in my mind the fact that there is not one of these rival claims to jurisdiction 
which in itself is so important but that it could be adjusted upon a fair basis without 
injury to any, but with advantage to all. 

It depends almost entirely upon the frame of mind into which representatives of organi- 
zations not only work themselves, but also their membership. Once allow the thought of 
expansion and claims to jurisdiction to become uppermost, and whether justified or otherwise, 
it becomes a dominating factor to which nearly all else is subordinated. It arouses the an- 
tagonism of the other organizations in interest, and what might have been a simple matter, in 
the course of time becomes a bitter contest of rival jurisdiction claims, arousing all the bit- 
terness of the contestants. This results in the injury of both organizations and their mem- 
bership, as well as embroils employers who often want to live in peace and agreement with 
organized labor, and yet who are made innocent sufferers. At the same time it gives the oppor- 
tunity to such other employers who may be so inclined to take advantage of the existing 
rivalry to still further foment discord and antagonism to their own profit. 

In this era of the growth and development of our labor movement, the increasing intel- 
ligence of our fellow-workers, their loyalty and devotion to organized labor and the great 
fundamental principles and purposes for which it aspires, as well as the relentless antagonism 
of the worst elements of the capitalist class, it behooves you and me, the men entrusted with 
the vast interests our fellow-workers have committed to our care, to show by our course and 
our conduct that we are worthy of their great confidence. 

We should approach and deal with the controversial questions and jurisdiction dis- 
putes in that broad spirit that shall tend toward the co-operation or federation of the organi- 
zations in interest in the hope that wherever possible they may eventually amalgamate, thereby 
working for the individual and common good of all. 

The question of the American Federation of Labor undertaking to decide and define 
claims to jurisdiction is one to which we must give our deepest concern. Inherently an 
international union is sovereign unto itself, and our Federation can rightfully exercise only 
such functions as are delegated to it by the component parts which have instituted it and 
which constitute its make-up. 

For many years the American Federation of Labor undertook to be helpful to affiliated 
organizations in arriving at a just solution of rival claims to jurisdiction; to be a mediator 
and conciliator, and when called upon, to declare its judgment as to the justice and fairness 
of claims. This course was uninterruptedly pursued with the greatest possible success, until 
at the New Orleans convention, under the stress of intense feeling and excitement, a resolution 
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of a mandatory character was adopted applying to an international union. Unquestionably in 
the instance cited the resolution was predicated upon the consent in advance of all parties 
to the controversy to abide by any decision which the American Federation of Labor might 
render. 

In so far as the case in point is concerned, there may be some sort of justification, but 
in itself the influence exerted by the adoption of that policy has not operated and can not 
operate to the success and permanency of the true general labor movement. 


It is true that the American Federation of Labor both directly and indirectly has 
organized thousands upon thousands of local unions, and a very large number of interna- 
tional unions; but, after all, the work was primarily instituted by the international unions 
organizing, continuing and financing the American Federation of Labor in the performance of 
that work. 

Inherently the trade unions are of primary existence and importance. 

Surely, no one is justified in questioning my love of and loyal devotion to the American 
Federation of Labor. No one realizes more than do I the great good and far-reaching service 
it has rendered the working people of our country by organizing and encouraging the organi- 
zations, by spreading the gospel and the rights of labor, and by upholding to the public con- 
science the wrongs from which labor suffers. Our Federation has pressed home at any and 
all times the demands which labor makes upon modern society now and for the future. 

In recognizing all the great work and good achieved for labor by our Federation, we 
must bear in mind that in the last analysis we dare not depart from the true conception of 

| the fact that to the international trade unions belongs all power not specifically delegated to 
our Federation. 


That I have great confidence in the future of our Federation no one has the right to 
question ; but I am fully persuaded that if we hope to maintain its continuity indefinitely for 
the future; if we would have it escape the pitfalls into which other previous general organi- 
zations have fallen, and which have engulfed them, it is our bounden duty to come nearer 
to the first essential principles upon which our Federation is founded; that is, to afford and 
guarantee to all affiliated international unions the largest liberty of internal action consistent 
with the general well-being of all labor. 


In my judgment before larger powers should be exercised by the American Federation of 
Labor than have-already been delegated to it, the international unions should so specifically 
express themselves. The discussion of a proposition of such a character might not be at all 
out of place, not only in our conventions, nor confined to the conventions of our international 
unions, but among the rank and file of the men of labor in their local unions. We might 
thereby obtain the best possible expression of the will and purpose of the hosts of labor. 

Among the subjects for such a discussion the following suggest themselves : 

Shall the American Federation of Labor undertake to decide finally questiong of juris- 
diction between organizations and enforce the same, even to the extent of the revocation of a 
charter held by an international union (should it fail to abide by a decision rendered) and the 
re-organization of such an international union? 


Shall the American Federation of Labor create a general fund by assessment upon 


affiliated organizations, the fund to be available for international unions engaged in trade 
disputes ? 





Shall the American Federation of Labor create a fund for better advertising union labels 
and for the cultivation of a greater demand for union label products? 

Shall the conducting and termination of boycotts be under the direction of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor? 

As already indicated, a number of rival claims to jurisdiction have been adjusted by 
mediation and conciliation, and also by the award of arbitrators. Were it not for these facts, 
I should have no hesitancy in recommending that the American Federation of Labor should not 
permit its officers or authorized committees to act as arbitrators in any dispute between 
affiliated organizations unless both or all of them vitally interested have by a convention, a 
referendum vote or by such other means, provided by the organizations, declared unequivocally 
that they will abide by any award or decision made and rendered by a board of arbitration. 
However, so long as some good results, and perhaps the best results, are obtained by pursuing 
the present policy of conciliation, it might work to the disadvantage of our movement did we 


adopt a hard and fast rule which would preclude us from pursuing such effective work as the 
material and the opportunity may afford. 
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PROGRESS OF UNION LABEL WORK. 


Officers of various organizations report that there has been a more general demand for 
union-labeled products this year than ever before. The union label is at once a guarantee of 
better conditions accorded to the producer of the article which it covers and better sanitary 
and more healthful conditions under which it was produced. It is a means by which practical 
assistance may be rendered to our fellow-workers in the betterment of their factory and home 
lives. Effective aid to our fellow-toilers can be rendered by union workmen and sympathizers 
with our cause, insisting upon the union label. Its reward both to consumer and user is as 
great as to the producer. No service which we can render our fellows entails less effort and 
expense and brings larger results than the demand for the union label upon every article 
purchased. 

It is not too much that our movement asks of our fellow-unionists and friends that 
they give their loyal support to the demand not only for union-labor products, but union- 
labeled products. The union label is the silent harbinger of better things to come. 

We have issued a number of appeals and much literature upon the subject of union 
labels and also a number of union-label bulletins. I recommend that authority be given for 
the free distribution to the central bodies and local unions of the large number of union-label 
bulletins now at headquarters. 

I recommend, too, that all international unions, city central bodies and local unions 
inaugurate an effective campaign for the union label. 


EDUCATION—LABOR—PROGRESS. 


Some years ago I was directed to make an investigation as to the attitude of teachers 
in public schools toward the children of the working people and the economics of the day 
relating to labor, and also as to the attitude of college professors toward the same subject. 

The following may be stated as the consensus of the prevailing position and opinion: 

“That many different points of view are honestly represented by our college and 
university teachers, and some are progressive and seek to keep in touch with labor, 
- monopoly, and taxation problems and kindred subjects; while others are more interested in 
urely theoretical or historical subjects. 

“The average teacher does not have a chance to appreciate fully the industrial 
problems of the day. He is living on a fixed salary, which does not vary from year to year, 
while his position is comparatively fixed and independent of crises, strikes, trusts, etc., 
which so vitally enter into the life of the day. 

“He is usually connected with some institution which either obtains its funds from 
men of large wealth, who are making money rapidly in connection with special privileges, 
or he is in some state institution which depends for its financial development upon state 
legislatures, which in turn are largely controlled by corporate interests that have some 
ax to grind. All this creates an atmosphere of conservatism. The social relations of a 
college or university teacher are likewise usually among those not largely in sympathy 
with the problems that you have in mind. 

“There has been during the last ten years a growing tendency among trustees of both 
public and private universities in selecting new men o take those who have not said or written 
anything likely to antagonize possible donors. Consequently, the men selected, while in most 
cases Sincere men, are likely to be men of a conservative point of view along the line of applied 
economics. , 

“Despite all these influences the college teacher inevitably imbibes some of the spirit of 
the age and can not teach his subject without calling attention to some of the best of the 
liberal books and articles bearing upon it.” 

Further investigation demonstrates beyond question that this statement of facts is 
absolutely accurate in every particular. And this is equally true of and largery applies to men 
in professional life. 

With a view of a better understanding of the cause for which our movement stands, a 
large quantity of literature on different phases of the labor question has been published, in- 
cluding an open letter to the ministers of the gospel which was sent to ministers of every 
denomination whose addresses we could secure. 

The economic demands, some of which were declared at the Minneapolis convention, 
have been printed in pamphlet form and generally distributed. These, together with the 
AMBRICAN FEDERATIONIST and other literature we publish, must largely tend toward dissemi- 
nating a better understanding of the principles and philosophy underlying our labor move- 
ment. This work will not only bear its fruits in our ranks, but it will also awaken the pub- 
lic conscience and tend to the formation of a higher and better public opinion. 

Nothing is so hurtful to our cause as lack of information. As a corollary, the widest 
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and deepest study is most helpful to our progress and success. I commend to you and to all 
our fellow-workers a more general demand for and reading and study of the AMERICAN Fesp- 
ERATIONIST, the literature, circulars, etc., which are printed by the American Federation of 
Labor, the cost of which is small and much of which can be obtained for the mere asking. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR EXHIBIT AT JAMESTOWN. 


Pursuant to instructions, a most extensive, artistic and practical exhibit was ar 
ranged and made for the Jamestown Exposition. It consists of two distinctive features, 
one of a sociological character showing the history, the work and the methods of, and the 
advantages secured for, labor and indicating the hopes and aspirations for a brighter 
and a better day for all. The other feature shows the products of union labor bearing the 
union label. 

Too much credit can not be given to Vice-President Morris for his intelligent and 
indefatigable effort to secure the co-operation of employers of union labor who use the union 
label. Our exhibit occupies 4,000 square feet of floor space in the Social Economy Build- 
ing, and is worthy of a visit and critical examination by any delegate or visitor who has 
not yet seen it. We have attendants in charge who intelligently explain and interpret not 
only the superficial but the underlying tendencies and purposes of our movement and our work. 

Two articles descriptive of the exhibit have appeared in the August and September 
issues of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for this year. Literature upon the subject of our 
movement has been freely given to visitors, and a special pamphlet explanatory of the 
exhibit has also been prepared and published for free distribution, a copy of which will be 
furnished to you. . 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST—EXTEND ITS INFLUENCE. 


The growing esteem which is manifested for our official magazine, the AMERICAN FEDBERA- 
TIONIST, must be to us all a source of gratification. Not only is this true among the active 
participants and workers in our movement, but it applies equally to students, thinkers and 
friends who look to its columns for information as well as for inspiration. 

We have published in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST contributed articles from a number 
of competent writers in our own ranks and from those who are sympathetically inclined toward, 
and who favor, our cause. Among the latter we have been benefited by contributions for 
which magazines, regarded as being in the first rank, have been willing to compensate the 
writers highly. The writers, however, have preferred that their productions and opinions 
should appear in labor’s official magazine, asking therefor no financial return. 

It is a fact, though, that we are deprived of the benefit of some of the best literary 
productions by reason of our present inability to pay a fair consideration to men who can and 
are willing to write, and yet who can not give the labor of their brains and pens without some 
compensation. If more ample means were provided by you for the improvement of our maga- 
zine, and for its more general circulation, by subscription or by purchase from news agencies, 
there can be no question byt that its influence for good in the interests of labor would extend 
in a still greater degree. 

In our magazine there appear monthly the reports of the officers of national and inter- 
national unions and organizers from all parts of the American continent. They give news 
freshly gathered from the field of labor; the latest word from workshop, factory, mill and 
mine, the arteries of commerce and the means of transportation. 

The report of the Federation’s financial transactions recording every dollar received, the 
source from which it comes, the purpose for which it is expended and to whom it is paid, is 
published in detail monthly and is a means to inspire confidence of financial integrity. 

The monthly chart shows at a glance the accurate state of employment and unemploy- 
ment. The data for it is gathered from the most reliable sources. It is a feature in which a 
constantly growing interest is manifested. 

Editorially, I have endeavored to express the views and voice the best sentiments and 
highest aspirations of our movement and our men. I am often invited by magazines and agen- 
cies to write for them, flattering compensations being offered. I prefer, however, to convey my 
best thought through the columns of our own publication. 

But what is uppermost in my mind is to endeavor to impress upon you, and all organ- 
ized labor, the possibilities for the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, did all do their duty. There is 
no reason why the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST should not find its place in the homes of the wage- 
earners of our country, at least in the homes of the organized working people. 

You will be pleased to learn that at the end of our fiscal year the AMBRICAN F'EDBRA- 
TIONIST, With all its organizing and educational influence, has not only been without financial 
cost to the American Federation of Labor, but that the sum of $1,749.86 is to its credit. 
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AMERICA’S LABOR PRESS. 


I can not adequately express my own appreciation and the deep obligation I feel that 
our fellow-workers owe to the magnificent labor press of America. It is of immeasurable value 
to labor to have a regular publication, not only to espouse its cause in a specific, general, 
theoretical or academic character, but one which will put the “best foot forward" and express 
the right word at the right time in defense and in advocacy of labor’s rights. The influence of 
the labor press is even as wide if not wider outside of our own ranks than is generally known 
or acknowledged. A bona fide labor paper, apart from the direct good work which it does, 
compels the general public press to be more decent in its consideration of and attitude toward 
our cause and our movement. I regard it as an imperative duty which all members of organ- 
ized — should perform to give their moral and financial support to the labor press of our 
country. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR ORGANIZERS, 


It is a pleasure to be enabled to report the continued and increasing devotion and ability 
manifested by the work of the American Federation of Labor’s organizers, both salaried and 
volunteer. Not only in fulfillment of my own convictions but also in compliance with your 
instructions I have appointed an additional number of organizers, a number as large as the 
finances of our Federation would permit. There is not a dollar which we expend in organizing 
purposes but which yields its advantages to our fellow-workers and to our movement, and it 
should be our aim to increase and extend this beneficent work. It must be kept in mind, 
however, that when organizers are appointed upon salary they must be paid and their ex- 
penses borne. Hence, additional means must be provided if we decide to increase the work of 
such organizers. Of course, it would be most unwise as well as most unjust to dispense with 
organizers who have rendered faithful and capable services for the appointment of others even 
of equal devotion and ability. It is to be expected that the salaried organizers shall be inde- 
fatigable and render loyal and faithful service. Nothing more can be expected; nothing less 
has been accepted. They are constantly required to live up to the highest standard of efficiency 
and devotion to the cause of labor. 

f our volunteer organizers no different standard has been tolerated, but as much of 
devotion of their time and ability to.the cause could not, of course, be expected. I am quite sure 
that I am safely within the truth in declaring that no organization or institution on earth has 
so large a number of self-sacrificing, earnest, devoted volunteer workers as has the American 
Federation of Labor in its corps of volunteer organizers. They are men who in sea- 
son and out of season devote all their spare time, often encroaching upon their working 
time, giving it ungrudgingly, aye, gladly and enthusiastically, for the promotion of the cause 
and for the advancement of the movement, a work which is inspiring, noble and holy. Their 
reward is the reward of all who devote themselves to the interests and well-being of their 
fellows, the satisfaction of a work well done for the common uplift of humanity. 


CONCLUSION. 


The year passed has been one of the most exacting of the many years of what I may, 
with some degree of justice, say has been a busy life. The duties devolving upon me are 
manifold and of a widely divergent character. To give to all our men and organizations the 
best advice and the most ewe d assistance at all times is my endeavor; to carry out and 
comply fully with the constitutional provision of the American Federation of Labor applying 
only to the president—that is, that he “shall devote his entire time to the Federation’’—is 
what I most earnestly strive to do. 

It is not generally understood how varied and constant are the duties which devolve 
upon the president of the American Federation of Labor, particularly if his sole aim, purpose 
and ambition are to serve his fellow-workers to the fullest. I realize that without the advice 
and co-operation of my colleagues of the Executive Council and the officers of all our organiza- 
tions, whether National, State or local, without the support of our organizers and representa- 
tives, much of that which I have done or attempted to do could not have been accomplished. 

‘I am conscious of this one fact: That I have endeavored to give the best that is in me, 
the best of which I am capable, for the protection, advancement and fulfillment of the highest 
and deepest interests of our. fellow-workers and my fellow-men. There is not in my heart one 
feeling or in my mind one thought other than that which aims to aid in the achievement of 
the noblest impulses and aspirations of the hosts of labor. 

f time shall deal kindly with me, it is my sincerest desire, whether in office or taking 
my place in the great rank and file, always to aid in giving voice to the underlying prin- 
ciples and philosophy of the labor movement of my time—the labor movement which stands 
for justice now and is the guiding star of hope for the future. 

To live to be of service to one’s fellows, to aid in the effort to make this ‘ and the 
days to come better than the day that has passed is an inspiration and a reward that exalts 
beyond the conception of our ignorant or sordid opponents. 

To be regarded as one who, even in a moderate degree, may be looked upon as an 
exemplar of that faith and hope is my highest ambition. To the fullest attainment of the 
principles and purposes for which our movement stands, I hope to live only that I may serve 
and aid. 

Fraternall ours, 
ia SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of Labor. 
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SECRETARY MORRISON’S REPORT. 





To the Officers and Members of the Twenty-seventh Annual Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor: 


FELLOW-WORKMEN~—I have the honor to submit a report to you of the receipts and expendi-+ 
tures for the past twelve (12) months, beginning October 1, 1906, and ending September 30, 1907. 

It is with pardonable pride that I report at the close of this fiscal year $127,910.02in the treas- 
ury; the high-water mark in the history of the Federation. Of the amount on hand $103,078.89 isin the 
Defense Fund and can only be used for strike benefits in the case of a strike or a lockout of the 
members of the local trade and federal labor unions. The balance, $24,831.13, isin the General Fund 
and is available for general expenses of the American Federation of Labor. The total receipts from 
all sources are $174,330.26; the total expenses are $159,960.84; leaving a balance of receipts over ex- 
penses of $14,369.42. 

The following is a summary of the receipts and expenses for twelve (12) months, ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1907: 













































































RECEIPTS. 
. | Federa- L F.C. Textile Defense Pre- 
MONTHS. Tax. tionist. | Assess’t. | Assess’t. Fund. miums. 
| a ar ae - — 
1906. | 
I vaiivvatentisastnccccscs $10,123 30 | $714 75 $1,500 66 $1,250 89 $337 91 $1,674 10 $81 25. 
November.... x 6,798 12 767 01 2,295 69 386 68 3 30 1,227 95 17 50 
December . 9,146 45 1,109 05 2,169 24 162 35 9 60 1,400 90 15 05 
1907. 
ETE Re 7,933 39 1,319 7 2, 252 20 1,318 35 116 00 
February. sa 7,127 O1 1,034 62 iy 96 88 1,234 05 108 50 
March... 9,725 24 1,066 34 1,8 98 34 1,739 50 94 75 
April 10,072 50 989 27 1,6 63 65 1,450 80 106 75 
May 9,008 47 1,287 35 2, TROP Wcccicinapecmeness 1,367 85 2 2 
June 9,428 19 649 49 3, 22 | 21 1,335 85 131 50 
July .. 10,501 06 744 38 1, 4 44 90 1,439 55 146 75 
August.. is 7,631 08 837 82 WANE MIG Bi dus <cduniadcinghas Mtnacenaecaueds 1,426 80 90 75 
September. hs scaneacnnee Sitaden 14,743 25 *5,262 15 5, 80 60 1,527 95 127 74 
RE $112,238 06 *15,782 O1 25,310 56 2,338 25 388 94 17,143 65 1,128 79 
*Of this amount $2,874.42 is interest on A. F. of L. funds. 
EXPENSES. 
iii 4 ‘ Federa- Lew, Defense Pre- 
‘MONTHS, General. tionist. Assess’t. Fund. miums, 
—__—__—_— AS ea ee 
1906. 
MRI oss ics cotsitena <sdasaleinsuaipeniaasdebaabedamnszincessuecs $7,460 27 $1,998 52 $1,250 89 | 
November. .-| 10,801 04 1,173 00 386 68 160 00 104 6@ 
December.. 8,425 72 2,398 53 162 35 ig _\ Rees . 
9,989 33 2,241 33 252 20 1,631 00 21 16 
9,807 23 1,316 53 96 88 1,648 00 69 60 
10,657 21 3,327 17 98 34 etasatensace 105 80 
12,147 58 2.215 49 RSE 79 60 
10,331 18 1,444 27 21 80 712 00 69 20 
11,616 23 1 . 

10,402 19 

10,386 51 

10,325 86 

122,350 35 
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RECEIPTS. 


Balance on hand October 1, 1906. $113,540 60 
ee : - 

Supplies.......... 
Federationist.......... 
Assessment, I. T. U.................. 
Assessment, Textile Workers 
Defense Fund... 

Premiums. 










———————._- #7. 6 





$287,870 86 


Assessment, I. T. U. 
Defense Fund......... 








Premiumas...... .. ECE ARIES at al 5 
——————= §«€=6. 5,000 86 
SGD OU TRG, OCU 1 NOs ssiiciccsisdac sis qiskass ancsiarcoeaassnaacsdsaashesiessvonesceats _$127,910 02 
RECAPITULATION 
che cu eaa Loses che nada da sap euiobiv abs Xs pa0edicceoaxaiicdaes wa Labu vuiba se Saiaeen so WeTe bs cbsleun ves 24,831 13 
NII os oo cocac ak 24 cat ca gedes cn deusvahacesdars scans vocstes awe sun cmaeed buen seas Loses esuwisediaaat a anes 103,078 89 








$127,910 02 


The following is the grouping under their several heads of the detailed monthly expenses: 
Appropriations : 












SUNOS GEE TOK CORGTORR- OE COED. oaiiss 5 icicicesissoscinesccecaccovesssscsecassovececsccsesesdecerveneeees 500 00 
National Federation of Post Office Clerks (paid from Defense Fund@)......e00......000..+- 150 00 
Renner INI 1. scstsice wchosenaip tialabed aiesnbnaian aueiaieemibiinRiemnins sib sivas na dans iabids 100 00 
International Union Lobster Fishermen (paid from Defense Fumnd)..............0...cce.cceeeeee 100 00 
Wool Sorters and Graders 9925 San Francisco, Cal. (per capita tax)..........ccccseeecccceeeee 12 50 
Bootblacks No. 10,175 San Francisco, Cal. (per Capita tax)..........ccc0.ccccceeescccsesceeeecceseeee 3 60 
ESL CRORE EY REPENS SESE AMEE AEE Set EPO a S eC TT Ne es Pala EES Seana Ee ay 2,226 00 
Refund of premiums on bonds, supplies returned, excess per Capita tax.............. cceeescceseceeeee 270 60 
Premiums: 
SR RINININT G2, .,-< icavcnnsuensaedeks eoupe conbenpeeeeucdealesneecgsbascehasceckbspecssibanabebevunsuas sees tncedescueiuaeobiocaks 817 7 
SNe NNUIIIIIE TIP TUIIIIIIN co.cc ciainssbieninpinsidiaiounasninedbidtivealintine sis natipaisiedbitanas dbeat sulenbabie siete uamnsucsseedsulinbspnnisconuneinaene 100 00 
See Tt NNN iss nln 3 ae is Bsus Sala pena PRU dpasdnneebaancs ca bay ease veboa aca mpndocuee Nate ree omeMalieaniee 20 00 
NID Soir ascniss s craw avnnuatew sneer pousiase es caknieaNdsoessdudcdeden dun cvakininbsciedeswebhsedbbaisiandebvaseasbsies 55 50 
aN NU isc cans npinh ones amaananoh ie shunuasaxobvacneeoupuinandeayauckaipieebsesboeadekes 51 55 
SeenON: 5. <->. 52 occ Gctivadaaiaip liven usip eh ukdwckbinwikoupaanenSap eWesneogha cnobuswebakaxecvedbancalokeinuacmacmteeeese 1,027 68 
Io. «| cc <cestacehceniianenesbieitadasspenn jcayvetueseptacanleca dane uipidachsni sina oxédaiapiandees costes bs 1,317 79 
Printing bound proceedings.............0 ...c.ceeseeeee 1,029 65 
Telegrams, etc 939 02 


INE i. sic saa catnaecouton vscspenennecnsdeaussunesenekanueisostecessisc ps taabasksysessvouckinoh 3,553 08 
ORES BR ODOO Bs aiscivcinsncsesctcnsscserisciseneriverisesvenncese 1,569 30 
Supplies and printing PER ee ee LM 
Oise Rares. .............005...56. 303 22 


Jamestown exhibit...... 
Expenses of fraterns al delega' ites sto British Trades Union Congress and Canadian Trades 













and Labor Congress............ - 1,418 10 
£xpenses entertaining fratern: al delegates from ¢ Great t Bri itain.. 168 77 
Minneapolis Convention: 

ins catia stntentet acta ctcenckconiioncstccinicstitasantnsbincsececodtneiiaitedas 1,301 05 
Cablegrams, telegrams, telephone, rent ty ypewriter, preparing list of absentees, news- 

WOWOLB, GGC .....cccccsocessovcscsseccssconscstessceccsvccnsescstnssed Discs ccselsacausagessssaoodubaliiacesumisen tea tatedadduna bes 137 34 
ORG RII os css coca rs cscercnisccinentccesinerscestossiscnnpnsesinssancnaceaubiesoannssenesasaensatesassense 322 00 
IN icin sitks sarcs chs Konia h donno WASH as apbassuccmoscbavenndsbdiaSscdsoncenssouesadiinddsnaasineddeoveds 474 65 
ee MN on ii sc sroavisccndanet ious pasecen las uacesncs sesevsvesssuedunednssssunenbeiveatensists ieee sdbsnees 223 60 — 
DEAR HE DUETS DORON wiscnis iscssiins sen snceeiccsesevsscnsnckensseesedansenesshosacevesienens ensseddconses 196 00 
Rent of hall. EA Sure aint ins sapiens tenebaay bona beadaasaedlesagd ried xuavien ga di henwendie nee Seedlcciad 800 00 
Expenses secretary attending ‘Minneapolis IIE sic cosiacis vxapsscc Siig ta denabessovanss vetoes 165 50 
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Salary: 
President 3,000 00 
Secretary 2,500 00 
iain ones iensecansceedn vannvdeemiinieinndanpediallpdinactenaiteesdinvesd tude tbuaans dint deisdadabaleeahecuesédeshadababdannuaian 200 00 
PE III +... 2. cages bthnss au cudendacammudsenieuncanenieousas sata uansatsnas ta tesoduunncsensaaamanaeaees 22,669 83 
I CI NI i asin éccntccsscinestomsvevisnadtanaveniian ialeasdahaiangd esta ebiildnin data Nedaaioiiiasaeieesanailameecedbai 28 00 
Expenses: 
Mee ie CUMMINS SN INOI a cess vaccdeiccaiisuadscccetaduadesugrceccudancndsstaises dacseaacssenseusbnanssdiarunayedoniods 2,453 95 
asics cinta caceisonisencicen san tncébocisiue Santini tick seus izamugandesinnondsstevacedanassdaatatevasiederedasnaeniemned 1,018 10 
IIIs sinsaicn sncisaiantitidbiannececamiarisataiahnegitedndiheninecssanveincueietediaibuaiheban iid eivdaigdaetialaidns meddle 378 10 
Auditing and credential committee. isi 302 30 
III dca Nucla sions td y caviccen denied <alsnla pameddgouinanldianiasdseited piuteachaeside huakeeisnoydsciotunsavponaiueh dues eee 508 00 
Defense fund: Strike benefits. .................0::::sesseeeeee 10,640 78 
Assessment: International Typographical Union eee 2,338 25 
Organizing expenses........ a a at a sea ctivabiaaetadgiiGasaciaieaiaiae 56,737 11 
Printing and publishing THz AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST......... Stpiatcodgibiedacaiiés ee 


I cscs cana cccen ass cncsenetsvsasen<stea nédendacenvesueba ob0v maiWd scala neta sscuvanedeonsdganpadadianduemasasaiu inet $159.960 84 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1907. 
I herewith furnish a table giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 27 years. 











YEAR. Receipts. | Expendi- 
tures. 

$174 00 $154 00 
268 20 252 25 
690 19 352 32 
357 42 543 20 
584 03 

474 11 


1,939 82 

4.512 55 

6.838 40 
23.849 74 
17.702 36 
17,834 51 
20,864 62 
15,346 43 
13,751 75 
16.290 18 
18,639 92 
18,894 15 
36,757 13 
71,125 82 
115,220 89 

















144.498 21 119,086 74 
247.802 96 196.015 57 
220.995 97 203,991 15 
207,417 62 196,170 10 
217,815 18 218.570 04 
174,330 26 159,960 84 
IN sites tiecictnecicncerdetivincsmmaddn nana $1,614,976 42 | $1,487,066 40 














RECAPITULATION, 
$1.614,976 42 


IIE Dias ctiasincsiacegh iisihigec xi dain eon aden causvas nies nacaanesescuaebaddadatussnaeatin cassenuacoudmeisunsecounatanatoe! 
PIN 555 csds: sce sdccrsancusicovsiakotnan stds cehniéssatoxancasadbaiadasth onactdadiviaxessissdessilakekeaeasaacdstese vedobmeiads 1.487.066 40 
ee ee cee ee ee ere et $127,910 08 


CHARTERS. 

During the twelve months ending September 30, 1907, fees have been received for 373 charters 
Issued to National and International, State, Central, Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number three were granted to the following National and International Unions: 

International Brotherhood of Composition Roofers, Damp and Waterproof Workers‘of United 
States and Canada. 

National Federation of Post Office Clerks. 

Lobster Fishermen's International Protective Assoctation. 

One State Branch, as follows: Kansas. 
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Seventy-two City Central Bodies, as follows: 


A‘ 
Sheffield, Florence and Tus- 
cumbia. 
Arizona: 
Tucson. 
Arkansas: 
Johnson County, 
Mena, 
Pine Bluff, 
Pope County. 
California: 
Marin County, 
Petaluma, 
Santa Barbara. 
Colorado: 
Pueblo. 
Connecticut: 
New Haven. 
Florida : 
De Land, 
Palatka. 
Georgia: 
Macon, 
Waycross. 
Idaho: 
Nampa. 
Tlinois : 
Beckemyer, 
Canton, 
Monmouth. 
Indiana : 
Boonville, 
Frankfort, 
Madison 


Indian Territory : 
Sapulpa. 
Kansas: 
Coffeyville, 
Fort Scott, 
Independence, 
Kansas City, 
Pittsburg, 
West Mineral. 
Kentucky : 
Muhlenberg County, 
Owensboro, 
Somerset. 
Louisiana : 
Shreveport. 
Maine: 
Waterville. 
Massachusetts: 
Haverhill, 
South Framingham, 
Michigan: 
Manistee. 
Missouri: 
Joplin, 
Novinger, 
Rich Hill. 
Mississippi : 
Jackson, 
Meridian, 
Vicksburg. 
Montana : 
Livingston, 
New Hampshire: 
Nashua. 
New Jersey : 
Millville. 


New York: 


Hornell, 
Niagara Falls, 


Nevada: 


Goldfield, 
Tonopah, 


Ohio: 


Belmont County, 
Cambridge, 
Columbus, 

Mt. Vernon, 
Nelsonville, 
Piqua, 

Toronto. 


Oklahoma Territory; 


Enid. 


Pennsylvania: 


Forest City, 

Galeton, 

Hazleton, 

Kane, 

Tamaqua and Panther Creek 
Valley. 


Porto Rico: 


Humacao, 


Texas: 


Amarillo, 
Laredo, 


Vermont: 


Lyndonville, 
St. Johnsbury. 


West Virginia: 


Huntington. 


Wisconsin: 


Vausau. 





CHARTERS ISSUED--1897-1907. 















































| In- | | 

" |Cen-| Trade | Federal 

Yuan. | terna-| State. | tra}! Unions. | Unions.| TOt@l 

| tional. 

8 2 18 154 35 217 

9 0 12 129 53 203 

9 1 35 303 101 449 

14 5 484 250 849 

7 4 123 75 207 916 

14 6 127 598 279 1,024 

20 3 171 743 396 1,333 

11 5 99 179 149 443 

3 1 7 143 73 287 

6 4 53 167 87 317 

3 1 72 204 93 373 

104 32 873 3,679 1,723 6,411 
I 7 acces haa cage dan cet ch ass bannansuaksbupoubks sissukdsvusddahsuspseasiaxeusacanies 3 
State............. 1 
fo 72 
Federal Labor Union . 8 
RE RIS MINS csc snusvnacndnscsquxyenscendsssvntsesssforcrbbausuvest0b susdensinsoesndnssinensisnnasansmhoscapaialen 204 
MMs cnccaicdak vaulted occ dutansteiacuappavceacwuks caueass Gaus sihadenstovacsbsas miei nisensass bevnekdys ehaswanenas del weies OTB 


CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED AND DISBANDED. 


NATIONAL ANDINTERNATIONAL UNIONS.—REVOKED: International Unionof Brewery 
Workmen. DISBANDED: International Association of Glass House Employes, and Paper Box, 
Bag and Novelty Workers’ International Union. SUSPENDED: National Mine Managers and 
Assistants’ Mutual Aid Association, and Lake Pilots’ Protective Association of the Great Lakes, 
WITHDRAWN: Machine Textile Printers’ Association of America. 

CENTRAL BODIES: REVOKED: Trades and Labor Assembly, Columbus, Ohio. DISBANDED, 
19. SUSPENDED, 19. 

ADES AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS.—REVOKED: Federal Labor Union No. 10,334, 
Jamestown, N. Y.; Laborers’ Protective Union, No. 12,068, Jamestown, N. Y.; Riggers’ Protective 
Union No. 12,261, Jersey City. N. J.; Iron Chippers’ Protective Union No. 7,543, New York, N. Y. 
SUSPENDED: Loca) Unions, 304. DISBANDED, 65. AFFILIATED WITH INTERNATIONAL UNIONS, 42, 





"XUM. 





XUM 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


MEMBERSHIP. 

To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the mem- 
bership during the past nine years, I have prepared the following table, showing the voting strength 
of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 1899 up to and including 
1907. This table is based upon the average membership reported or paid upon to the American Fed- 


eration of Labor by affiliated organizations: 
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ORGANIZATION. 1899. | 1900. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 
Actors’ National Protective Union...............0000[.......0.] cseeeees 5 11 11 11 11 11 
Allied Metal Mech. Int... 9 22 45 61 113 70 a a a 
American Agents’ Association..........+.... Lg | BES Fras! PSE * * * * 
Bakers and Confectioners Tescunasionea. 31 45 64 102 154 162 120 106 110 
Barbers’ National Union. 40 69 116 160 | 208 | 236] 227] 231 241 
NN as canaries ska tatevisbudesnetuscouvessgecepenaie’ : 14 14 14 
Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of. 5 100 82 93 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders. ........ 134 128 157 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union................. 320 321 320 
Bookbinders, International Brotherhood o 66 68 89 
Bottle Blowers’ Asso. of U. S. and Canada, 70 7 80 
Brewery Workmen, National Union 340 | 360 * 
Brickmakers’ Alliance, National....... 41 64 43 
Broommakers’ Union, International. 10 10 9 
Brushmakers’ International Union....... 7 5 5 
Building Employes of America, Int. Union of.. * * * 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated... «a 48 43 58 
Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of,. 1432 | 1637 1929 
Carriage and Wagon Workers............. 32 31 31 
Carvers’ Union, International Wood... 16 16 16 
Car Workers, International Association of. 50 49 50 
COMES WE OP OI cscs iovncs sesescacesececscenconcesese 36 42 58 
Chainmakers’ National Union.... 4 6 6 8 
Cigarmakers’ International Union.. ui ¢ 5 414 391 399 
Clerks, Ordler Of BRallWAay. ..... 0000cecscccccccssesce..cccces 5 € + + + + 
Clerks International Protective Asso., Retail.. 75 | 200] 250; 300] 500; 500| 500/] 500! 500 
ee eI: NN i icc ncivtesionsostosvess Pane veneca[fessousoealenseaasealbicneveenebrecsucuie : ii eel 9 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United 20} 25) 29] 26] “ar | 23 
Clothingmakers, Special Order Of..................:002-[ecceeeees[ecseeeees [eeeeeeees 60 * * * + * 
Commercial Telegraphers..................::scceccesseeeee § ? 10 20 20 20 35 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, International].........) 0.00.0...) ........[occcccce feseeeeees 12 12 13 13 
‘Coopers’ International Union......................00 7 38 49 57 72 71 56 55 53 
Coremakers’ International Union............ 10 12 12 | | b b db b 
Curtain Operatives, Amalgamated Lace... 3 4 4 5 5 6 7 8 8 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers’ Int’ 1 Union..... |........ Sead eae lene 3 3 3 
Electrical Workers, International Bro........: 20 48 73 115} 183} 210} 210] 210 302 
BO VONOT COMMAPUG GO PB. 555 oc. scancnessesosssevecseseeseoeesccssase rem aes i 21 22 22 22 23 
Engineers, National Union of Steam... 18 27 48 65 142 17 175 175 175 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of. 18 18 18 19 * * * * * 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting........ 5 7 10 8 * * * « 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary... ll 24 41 62 143 180 122 123 125 
Fishermen’s National Protec. Ass'n, Lobster...|.........)........-Jecc... ere RE aes! Eee 6 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen............... f 48 33 34 32 63 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes....... .. . 21 21 9 7 7 
Foundry Employes, International Bro. 0 RAR aaa es semen Ga ieide| sleened Soa 10 Fr 10 10 10 
Fur Workers, International Association Of...) ..0..cc.)...00000-Jecceeeeee[ ccceeeee fe ceceees 3 4 4 4 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of America... 15 15 15 tt tt 
Garment Workers of America, United..... 457 | 457] 319] 240 334 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint... ap + ** ** ee + 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A.» Window...) 6406 leccececcclecececceclccoceceee t t t t 
Glass Cutters’ League of America, Window.) 8 |eecee.| t t t t 
Glass Workers’ International Asso. Amal......... 17 16 14 
Glass Workers of America, Amal. WindoOW......|...00000.]....cccc-|ecccscees[ocecccsesl cooccesesPeccocccecleceeee ; 58 61 
Glass House Employes’ International Asso. 2 2 tt 
Glass Snappers, Window. ..............cceseseeeeee 12 10 6 
ON ERE EEE 11 8 | 8 
Gold Beaters’ Protective Union, National 3 3 | 5 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife........ 3 3 | 3 
Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife Blade.. 2 3 | 3 
Granite Cutters’ National Union 5 113 126 
Hatters of North America, United......... 85 | 85 
Heat, Frost, General Insulators, and Asbestos. 5 | 5 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.................. 50 97 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada. 41 44 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes.................... 845 363 
Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers’ Amal. Asso..... 100 100 
Iron Workers, Bridge and Struc., Intl. Asso.. 100 100 
Jewelry Workers’ International 4 6 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, International. 13 23 
Lathers, Intl. Union of W, W. and Metal.. 40 40 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods......... 40 40 
Leather Workers of America, Amal. 10 10 
Lithographers’ Intl. P. and B. Assn............. ae 30 23 
Longshoremen’s Associatien, International..... 340 320 
Machinists’ Union of America, International ... 500 560 
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ORGANIZATION. 1899. | 1900. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers..................+ 5 
Maiutenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro. of.... 182 
Marble Workers, International Association of.. 20 
Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers....... iania 4+ 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen... * 53 
Metal Workers’ Intl. Asso. Amal. Sheet.. 153 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Platers, ete.......... 100 
Metal Workers’ Interhational Union, United,... t 


0 1 é 5 + + 
Mine Workers of America, United... ........ 2549 
Mine Mgrs. and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso. q 4 4 4 t 
Mineral Mine a a 
Moulders’ Union of N. A.., Iron...... 


Musicians, American Federation of.. 81 97} 140] 220] 308] 354 875 
Oil and Gas Well Workers’ Union, Inti.. 5 4 4 tt tt 
Painters of America, Brotherhood of......... 280 | 348) 536| 607] 542] 555 624 
Paper Box Workers, International Union Of.....}.........)....c000.|ccsseceec[eceseeees| eeeveees 12 7 t 
Papermakers, United Brotherhood of............... 18 41 107 88 50 35 31 


Patternmakers’ National League........... 

























Pavers and Rammermen, Intl. Union of.. pli vacobul vorkdckoubiusSceunekcens bois icsucaiuateaette 10 12 15 
Paving Cutters’ Union of U.S. A.... ..... 13 15 18 
Phvto-Engravers’ Union of N. A, Intl. ; 22 22 28 
Piano and Organ Workers’ Union.. 90 80 50 
BUOGS ASBOCIBTIOD 1 05..50005 06520000esrrsse08. * * * 
Pilots’ Association of the Great Lakes. SghReunuhebevvaniessea ben phanridisbag sean seasueigd Ueda baccgal ddatans 10 - 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, etc....... 40 45 87 128 152 165 150 150 160 
PPOCCOTS, SOMOS WALES .2.c0scccsseccs.cecceccccsscvssveees Rie 1 DT cccpsnpapianetaag tt \ tt tt tt 
Powder and High Explosive Workerg................|.:cssc:.[ecscseces|eeeesees 4 T a 5 6 5 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative... 13 22 29 49 61 58 56 56 58 
Potters’ National Union of America..................|....0 rein Rerroanen Eigen SPACE ae ¢ c c c 
Printing Pressmen, International........ case 72 91 100 119 144 160 170 166 166 
Printers, Plate of U. S. A., National... a. 4 vi = 3 9 10 11 12 12 
By CIID vis cnisnncasccenn stescosesesndussonsicess silo vicnentind 3 3 4 4 4 
Printers, Machine Textile me, % 4 4 4 7 
Quarrymen’s National Union. eictiats EE, Se tt tt tt tt ++ 
Quarry workers’ [International Si vadiciinacsse a aaa sctawiews lsd 12 26 36 88 41 
"essere Cas 8 sai 13 6 tt tt tt 
Railway Employes’ Amal. Asso.. Street... me 30 43 98 | 256] 300] 3800] 3800 320 
PEO ININ MNO TE oss censsscessncessscsercasesesenscoses | --eeecees[oneeeones 14 3 tt tt 

Rovfers, Comp. Damp and ‘Waterproof il RRR emma RR: Hikes Rea "rice Re ae 10 
NT II i ceiccetncsiw casenaecaesiscsesnconansseennavese : 10 2 1 t t 
Saw Smiths’ Union of America.. ae. 3 3 3 3 3 
Seamen's Union of America, Intl... : 139 | 201 195 | 194 248 
MDD WU OOPOEB cscs ccsssssernsscceosesersess plnsoninosdl andaiseacanaiessdiniovanecs 13 14 16 17 18 
Shipwrivhts, Joiners, and Calkers.......... i ER CEE Oe IS 26 34 24 20 19 
Shirt. Waist, and Laundry Workers...................]....+- a: EE : 21 42 80 65 46 55 31 
Slate and Tile Roofers... ee PERE 5 MNRS, FRPP RS eres erecta 5 7 6 5 6 
I I ogi a cieiarpdcendsene naucncmevsienas scored URES SEE nee 8 8 9 18 30 
III MUIENEIINND oo, cc canssesnassnsnsnnscatecesonened 21 24 27 26 25 25 22 22 22 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers. ‘i 20 18 15 15 * * 54 55 
Steel Piate Transferrers’ Asso, of America.. aie aete eee. SER ene Cseereny Sires oe 1 1 
Stereotypers and Electroty pers’ Unionof N.A. : 18 21 24 28 28 29 
Stone Cutters’ Association Journeymen......... i REE CEES RE ere BA, SEI eee, ee 85 
Stove Mounters’ International Union....... i 13 16 16 17 15 15 15 
Ee WEPCUION S UNION OF TROFGN AMIOTIOS ssece..es.:|ssevssces|soessocse] cxoscosesfosesscoost ssvesvassl teoses : 81 92 
IE ts Di aes en eee eee, Bee, 1 2 2 tt tt 
Tailors’ Union of America, Journeymen.. 50 73 93 109 | 138] 159 160 | 166 167 


Teamsters. International Brotherhood of.. 
Telegraphers, Order of Railroad.. : ss 
Textile Workers of America. United... 
















Theatrical Stage Employes, National.. of 

Tile Lavers and Helpers. Intl, Union...... 3 4 7 ll 14 17 14 19 21 
Tin Plate Workers, Intl. Protective. pet 17 21 20 21 18 16 14 14 14 
aE eae Nan aoe SRNR enee Weasahi 2 2 2 2 1 
Tobacco Workers’ Union of America.............. 41 60 43 41 52 56 54 55 51 
Travelers’'Goods and Leather Novelty, Intl... DR aciedil 3 3 5 16 15 13 9 , 
Tube Workers of United States and Canada....|........ Tet: ee ; 5 15 15 +t tt tt 
Typographical] Union, International............0++ 310 | 329| 365] 393] 435 | 467 | 467] 438 428 
Upholsterers. International Union Of............0+2|-.:0 13 13 13 25 30 28 26 26 
Watch Case Engravers. snbersetenel invee 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 
Watch Case Makers, International ....................]eseeeeee-[eeeeees Bee, Ayers ; . : ¢ . 


Weavers, Elastic Goring................ 
Wire Weavers’ Protective, American...... 
Wire Drawers of America. Fed. Asso. of. 
Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers......... 






































Wood Workers, Amalgamated....... 151 184 | 273 | 283| 200] 150 93 
|, EARNEST 324 | 425) 549] 569) 601 538 7: 
Locals....... 469 678 828 553 | 1046 759 713 
State Branches .........cccccceee. 21 27 29 32 34 36 37 

Total vote of Unions....................- 3632 | 5737 | 8240 |10705 [15238 |17363 [16338 | 15621| i6428 


*Charter revoked. t+ Suspended for non-payment of per capita tax. tt Disbanded. 
a@Merged with Machinists. '***Withdrew. 
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BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DURING 
THE PAST YEAR. 
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VOTING STRENGTH OF FEDERATION, 1897-1907. 





Year. No. votes. 




















INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Actors.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 4. 1lockout,lost. Number of personsinvolved, 180. Aver- 
age gain in wages of 33% per cent. Death benefits, $500; sick benefits, $300. Donationsto other 
unions, $4,000. 

Asbestos Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 4. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number of 
persons involved, 65; benefited, 65. A gain of fifty cents per day in wages. Gains in other 
respects: union shops. Better wages, shorter hours and more time for recreation are among 
adyantages gained through organization. 

Bakers and Confectioners.—Charters issued, 18; six locals reorganized ; surrendered, 24. Number of 
strikes, 23; won, 8; compromised, 1; 14 lost and pending. Number of persons involved, 296; 
benefited, 33; not benefited, 263. Abolished board and lodging system, hours reduced from 
14 to 10 per day and increased wages for all bakery workers are results of the organization. 
Death benefits, #850; death benefits, members’ wives, $300; sick benefits, $2,950.20. Donations 
to other unions, $1,618.20. 

Barbers.—Charters issued, 35; surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 1,623. Number of strikes, 2; 
won, 2. Number of persons involved, 466; benefited, 466. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Death benefits, $12,335; sick benefits, $36,461.43. 

Bill Posters and Billers.—Number of charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1, now 
pending. Number of persons involved, 12; resisting reduction in wages. Cost of strike thus 
far, $200. In several cities wages have been increased averaging $1 per week, and in some 
cities reduction ir hours of labor has been secured. Great improvements have been effected 
in the matter of the recognition of the union, reduction in hours and increase in wages. 

Blacksmiths.—Charters issued, 100; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 2,500. Number of strikes, 
80; won, 26; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 1,400; benefited, 1,200; not benefited, 200, 
Cost of strikes, $12,000. Ten per cent gain in wages, and hours reduced two per day. Gainsin 
other respects: better working conditions and better shop rules. Attempts to reduce wages 
have been successfully resisted. Better working conditions, shorter hours, and an increase in 
wages of $1.25 are among results secured by the organization. - 

Boiler Makers ané&Iron Ship Builders.—Charters issued, 124; surrendered, 31. Gain in membership, 
4.703. Number of strikes, 131; 28now pending ; won, 75; compromised, 12; lost, 16. Number of 
persons involved, 4,949; benefited, 2,603; not benefited, 1,605; 741 in strikes, now pending. Several 
strikes on railroad systems for nine hour day. Cost of strikes, $34,921.24. Average gain in 

wages of 36 cents per day. Gains in other respects: full attention given to all committees 
and willingness to make contracts. No attempts to reduce wagesinthe past year. Aver- 
age gain in wages of $1.40 per day, better education in the movement, less opposition by 
employers and higher social standing for the members are among the advantages realized as a 
result of the organization. 

Bookbinders.—Death benefits, $4,500. 

Bovt and Shoe Workers.—Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 20. Gain in membership, 943. Number 
of strikes, 12; won, 9; one pending; lost,2. Number of persons involved. 540; benefited. 357; 
not benefited, 183. Cost of strikes, $37,072.68. Advantages gained without strike, increased 
wages, better conditions and steady employment in union factories. Attempts to reduce 
wages have been successfully resisted. Increase of from $1 to $5 per week in union factories, 
and hours reduced in 50 per cent of the uniun factories secured in the past ten years. Death 
benefits, $14,525; sick benefits, $81,824.99; traveling benefits, $800. Donations to other unions, 


$15,000. 
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Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 24, Number of strikes, 8; 
won, 5; compromised, 1; two pending. Number of persons involved, 1,198, benefited, 798 ; 400 
in strikes pending. Cost of strikes, $4,571.20. About ten per cent average gain in wages; in 
several districts a gain of 5 per cent secured without strike. Hours reduced from 10 to 9 per 
day. Gainin other respects: recognition of union. Attempts to reduce wages were suecess- 
fully resisted. Adopted a death benefit to go into effect April 1, 1908. 


Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 10. Hours of labor reduced 
two per day and 75 per cent increase in wages are among advantages secured as a result 
of the organization. Death benefits, $13,200. 


Broom Makers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 5; won, 2; lost, 2; 1 pend- 
ing. Number of persons involved, 225; benefited, 175; not benefited, 50. Cost of strikes, $687.78. 
Advantages gained without strike: new wage scales with increase in 11 cities. The organiza- 
tion has improved conditions, and increased wages 40 per cent. 

Brushmakers.—No gain. 


Carpenters, Brotherhood.—Charters issued, 276; surrendered, 142. Gain in membership, 27,520. Num- 
ber of strikes, 325; won, 315; compromised, 4; 6 pending. Cost of strikes, $82,128. Reductionina 
wages suffered in some instances; other attempts were successfully resisted. Shorter working 
hours with increased pay are among advantages secured through the efforts of the organiza- 
tion. Death benefits, $251,574.79; death benefits, members’ wives, $35,450; sick benefits, $100,000. 
Donations to other unions, $10,000. 


Carpenters, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 12; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 2,921. Gen- 
eral increase in wages. Cost of strikes, $2,710.46. Death benefits, $1,775.50; sick benefits, 
$6,843.14; accident benefits, $950; unemployed benefits, $11,326.29; superannuation benefits, 
$6,879.66; grants to members in distress, $1,520. 

Car Workers.—Charters issued, 33; surrendered, 18. Number of strikes, 7; won, 3. Number of per- 
sons linvolved, 1,000; benefited, 600. Cost of strikes, $3,719. Average gainin wages of about 20 
cents per day. Increased wages and better working conditions on several railroad systems 
secured without strike. Gainin other respects: abolition of piece work in one case. Fairly 
satisfactory improvement in the conditions of the membersin the six years’ existence of the 
organization. Strikes now pending are in one instance for increased wages and abolishment of 
piece work and three other cases against discrimination. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.—Charters issued, 10. Gain in membership, 1,800. Number of strikes, 
1; won. Number of persons involved, 165; benefited, 165. Increase of 20 per cent for 800 men 
secured without strike. In some localities conditions have improved wonderfully. 

Carvers, Wood.—Number of strikes, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 96; not benefited, 96 
Cost of strikes, $4,539.35. No reductionsin wagesin the past year. Advantages gained with- 
out strike: new wage-rating in New York city. «Death benefits, $3,348. Tool insurance, $750.90. 

Cement Workers.—Charters issued, 34; surrendered, 14. Guin in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 
1; lost. Number involved, 60. The organization has secured improved conditions regarding 
home, wages and system of working. 

Chain Makers.—10 per cent average gain in wages. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Traveling benefits, $1,200; unemployed benefits, $278. Donations to other unions, $52. 

Cigar Makers.—Charters issued, 16; surrendered,11. Numberof strikes, 116; won?106; compromised, 
2; lost, 8. Number of persons involved, 8,511—7,137 unionists and 1,374 non-unionists ; benefited, 
7,937; not benefited,574. Increasesin wages gained without strike. Attempts to reduce wages 
were successfully resisted, except in two cases in Porto Rico, affecting 92 members. Death 
benefits, $209,148.41; sick benefits, $174,337.90; uhemployed benefits, $15,005.50. Donations to other 
unions, $23,860.02. 

Clerks, Retail.—Very satisfactory improvement in the conditions of the members through the efforts 
of the organization. Death benefits, $5,375; sick benefits, $14,050, 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 500. Number 
of strikes, 30; won, 20; compromised, 2; lost,& Number of persons involved, 725; benefited, 
489; not benefited, 236. Costof strikes, $17,958.50. Ten per cent average gain in wages per day. 
Reduction of half an hour per day in the hours of labor. Advantages gained without strike: 
free thread for operators’ branch. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted, 
Among improvements secured by the organization are reduction of half an hour per day for 
week-working branches; free thread and a 50 per cent reduction of the' cost of power for 
machine operators—piece workers. 

Compressed Air Workers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership. 50. Very satis 
factory improvement in the conditions of the members through the organization. Death ben- 
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efits, $1,348.75; sick benefits, $400; traveling benefits, $810; unemployed benefits, $290. Donations 
to other unions, $151.50. 

Coopers.—Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 11. Number of strikes, 7; won, 5; compromised, 1; lost, 
1. Number of persons involved, 318; benefited, 280; not benefited, 38. Cost of strikes, $600. An 
average gainin wages of 8 percent per member per day. Attempts to reduce wages have 
been successfully resisted. Asa result of the organization wages have been increased about 
40 per cent and 1 hour reduction per day. 

Curtain Operatives, Lace.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 13. Hours reduced, 1 per 
day. Average gain in wages of 5 per cent per member per day and 9-hour shifts secured with- 
out strike. No reductions in wages in the past year. 

Cutting Die and Cutter Makers.—Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons involved, 50; ben- 
efited, 50. Shorter hours have been secured as a result of the organization. Death benefits, 
$50. Donations to other unions, $10. 

Electrical Workers.—Charters issued, 80; surrendered, 15. Gain in membership, 15,000. Number of 
strikes, 20; won, 18; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 15,000; benefited, 
14,500; not benefited, 500. Costof strikes, $30,000. An average gainof 30 cents per day in wages. 
No reductions in wagesin the past year. Death benefits, $10,700; sick benefits, $30,000, Dona- 
tions to other unions, $18,000. 

Elevator Constructors.—Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 228. Number of strikes, 6; won, 13 
compromised, 5, Number of persons involved, 359; benefited, 359. An average gainin wages 
of 25 cents per member per day. Gainsin other respects: reducing the number of helpers to 
equal number of mechanics. As a result of the organization, the members are working two 
hours less per day, with 25 and 35 per cent increase in wages. Donations to other unions, $50. 

Engineers, Steam.—Number of charters issued, 29—4 reinstated; surrendered, 9. Gain in member- 
ship, 1,567. 

Engravers, Watch Case.—Wages increased about 10 per cent without strike. In the past 10 years 
there has been a fair improvement in the conditions of the members and an increase in wages 
of about 33's per cent. Death benefits, $100; sick benefits, $89; traveling benefits, $32. Dona- 
tions to other unions, $115. 

Firemen, Stationary.—Charters issued, 24; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 7,496. Number of 
strikes,5; won, 4; 1 pending. Number of persons involved. 1,223; benefited, 1,110. Cost of 
strikes, $4,926. Average gainin wages of 17 per cent. Secured reduction in hours from 12 to8 
for 2,940 members without strike. Gains in other respects: more help given in boiler room. 
Offers to reduce wages were successfully resisted. 85 per cent of the members receive 50 cents 
more per day for eight hours than they received for 12 hours, ten years ago. Donations to 
other unions, $4,500. 

Fitters and Helpers, Steam.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 300. Number 
of strikes, 4; won, 3; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 300; benefited. 275; not benefited, 25. 
Gain in wages of 25 cents per member per day. Noreductionin wages in the past year. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes.—Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 250. Number of strikes, 
2; won, 2. Number of persons involved, 68; benefited, 68. Cost of strikes, $150. Average gain 
in wages of 16 percent per member per day. Attempts to reduce wages have been success- 
fully resisted. The eight-hour day has been established in forty of the largest flour mills of the 
country. 

Foundry Employes.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 9. Number of strikes, 2; won, 2. Number of 
persons involved, 167; benefited, 167. Cost of strikes, $580. Gainin wages of 15 cents per mem- 
ber perday. Noreductionin wagesin the past year. Death benefits, $650. Donationsto other 
unions, $255. 

Freight Handlers.—Charters issued, 37; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 4,200. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 3; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 500; benefited, 458; not benefited, 42. 
Cost of strikes, $200. Gainin wages of 25 cents per day; 30 minutes’ reduction per day in the 
hours of labor ; 95 per cent of the membership had their wagesincreased 10 per cent this year. 
Death benefits, $3,000; sick benefits, $1,500; traveling benefits, $800; toolinsurance, $24. 

Fur Workers.—Charters surrendered, 1. Guin in membership, 100. Average of 10 per cent increase 
in wages secured without strike. Death benefits, $200; traveling benefits, $43. Donations to 
other unions, $47. 

Garment Workers, United.—Charters issued, 35 ; surrendered, 23. Gain in membership, 22,649. Num- 
ber of strikes, 7; won, 5; compromised, 1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 22,000; 
benefited, 15,000; not benefited, 6,000. Cost of strikes, $10,000. Overall workers secured 8 hour 
day without strike. No reductions in wages in the past year. Eight hour day for overall 
workers, vest, pant makers and cutters, 10 per cent increase in wages are results of the 
erganization. 
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Garment Workers, Ladies.—Charters issued, 21; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 2,000. 

Glass Bottle Blowers.—Charters issued, 6; 4 branches reorganized. Offers of reduction in wageshave 
been successfully resisted. Death benefits, $54,000. Donations to other unions, $2,360. 

Glass Snappers.—Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons involved, 48; benefited, 48. 

Glass Workers, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 160. Nume 
ber of strikes, 3; lost, 3. Number of persons involved, 496; benefited, about 50; not benefited, 
446. Cost of strikes, $19,101.42. Average reduction of one hour per day in the hours of labor, 
Secured &hour day in two cities without strike. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Among advantages secured through the organization are an increase of 15 per cent in wages 
and hours reduced from 60 to 53 a week. Death benefits, $501.45. 

Glass Workers, Window.—Gain in membership, 1,056. Offers of reductions in wages have been suc- 
cessfully resisted. Death benefits, $20,900. 

Glove Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 80. Number of strikes, 2; 
won,1; 1 pending. Number of persons involved, 60; benefited, 40; 20involved in strikes pend- 
ing. Cost of strikes. $275. Gainin wages of from 5 to 10 per cent per member per day. Gainin 
other respects: secured good working agreement. Advantages gained without strike: agree- 
ments signedin7shops. No reductions in wages in the past year. From 5 to 25 per cent in- 
crease in wages and Saturday half holiday during the summer months are among improvements 
secured through the organization. Death benefits, $100. 

Granite Cutters.—Charters issued, 17; surrerdered, 6 (due to finish of jobs). Gain in membership, 
657. Number of strikes, 14; won, 13; 1 pending. Number of persons involved, 1,825; benefited, 
1,825. Cost of strikes, $18,721.10. Secured 7 per cent increase in wages, where new agreements 
were made, owing tothe expiration of oldones. Gains inotherrespects: Saturday half-holiday 
in many instances; better regulation of pay days; successful contentions against overbearing 
foremen, and better regulation of machines. Adjustments secured by conference in some 
instances, without recourse to strike. No reductions in wages. Through the efforts of the 
organization weekly and two weekly pay days have been secured, reduction in working hours 
from 9 to 8; wage increase of 23 per cent. Anage benefit has been established. Death benefits, 
$19,727.08. 

Grinders, Pocket Knife Blade.—Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 20. Number of strikes, 1; 
won, 1. Number of persons involved, 26; benefited, 26. Cost of strikes, $1,062.79. Gain in 
wages of 30 cents per day. Hours reduced, one per day. Many advantages gained without 
strike. No reductionsin wagesin the past year. Conditions of the members have steadily 
improved with growth of organization. Sick benefits, $275. Donations to other unions, $54. 

Grinders, Table Knife.—Charters issued,1. Number of strikes, 1; pending. Number of persons 
involved, 32. Cost of strikes, $5,500. Shorter hours and higher wages have been secured 
through the efforts of the organization. Death benefits. $300. 

Hatters.—Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Wages have beenincreased 
50 per cent as a result of the organization. Death benefits, $30,000. Donations to other unions, 
$8,500. Cost of strikes, $15.000. 

Hod Carriers and Building Laborers.—Charters issued, 94. Gain in membership, 5,581. Number of 
strikes, 4; won,4. Number of persons involved, 1,400; benefited, 1,400. Cost of strikes, $2,500, 
From 25 to 37% cents gain in wages per day. Hours of labor reduced from9to 8. Gainin other 
respects: recognition of the union. Shorter work day and increased wages are results of the 
organization. Death benefits, $2,475. Donations to other unions, $2,500. 

Horse Shoers.—Charters issued. 10. Gain in membership, 2,250. Number of strikes, 8; won, 8. Num- 
ber of persons involved, 200; benefited, 200. Cost of strikes. $500. A gainin wages of 50 cents 
per day. Increase of wages for 22 locals secured without strike. A gain of about 35 per cent 
in wages and hours shortened from 12, 11 and 10 to 9 for about 90 per cent of the membership are 
results of the organization. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes.—Charters issued, 90; surrendered, 36. Gain in membership, 2,583. 
Number of strikes,7; won, 6; 1 pending. Number of persons involved, 1,052; benefited, 800, 
Cost of strikes, $4,002.12. A gain of 5per centin wages. An average reduction of one hour in 
the hours of labor. Gains in other respects: ‘improved sanitary arrangements. Advantages 
gained without strike: agreements and recognition. Offers of reductionsin wages were suc- 
cessfully resisted. Steady uplift, social advancement, better citizenship are results of the 
organization. Death benefits, $21,450; sick benefits, $19,234. Donations to other unions, $1,452.24, 

Iron and Steel Workers.—Charters issued, 13; surrendered, 15. Number of strikes, 14; won, 12; lost, 
2. Costof strikes, $34,039. A 5 per cent increase for 6.000 men gained without strike. No reduce 
tions in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $4,700. Donations to other unions, $300. 
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Jeweiry Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 2; lost, 1; 1 pending. 
Number of persons involved, 233. Cost of strikes, $854. Hours reduced from 10 to 9 and better 
treatment by employers are results of organization. Death benefits, $100; sick benefits, $262; 
unemployed benefits, $49.50. Donations to other unions, $350. 


Lathers.—Charters issued, 35; surrendered, 20. Number of strikes, 11. Number of persons involved. 
900; benefited, 900. A general increase of about ten per cent per day over last year. The 
present conditions under which the members work are so much improved over those existing 
ten years ago as to make comparison impossible. Death benefits, $5,100.35. 

Laundry Workers.—Charters issued, 24, surrendered, 26. Number of strikes, 9; won, 2; compro- 
mised, 3; lost. 3; 1 pending. Number of persons involved, 2.240: benefited, 1,650; not benefited, 
770. Cost of strikes. $4,098.50. Hours reduced one-half hour per day. Advantages gained 
without strike ; abolishing machine charges and fines; charging for needlesand thread. Reduc- 
tions in wages were offered in three instances, one being successfully resisted, and in other two 
compromises were effected by modifying the reductions one-half. Where locals have been 
maintained wages have increased 30 per cent and hours reduced one to three per day. 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1; com- 
promised, 1. Number of persons involved, 26; benefitted, 26. Cost of strikes, $1,000. Average 
gain in wages of $1 per week. No reductions in wagesin the past year. Reductionof working 
hours from 10 to 9 per day, with Saturday half holiday for June, July, and August. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 7; won, 
2; compromised, 1; lost, 2; 1 pending. Number of persons involved. 310; benefited, 150; not 
benefited, 160. Cost of strikes $54,820. Ten cents average gainin wages per day. Hours of 
labor reduced in one city. 1,323 membersgained an increase of about 5 per cent without strike. 
No reductions in wagesinthe'past year. Working conditions generally improved; higher wages 
and shorter hours are results of the organization. Death benefits, $2,825; sick benefits, $11,095. 
Donations to other unions, $900. . 

Lithographers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. A general strike, involving 2,118 members for the 
8-hour day. Cost of strikes, $108,167.17. Hours reduced from 59 and 60 to prospective 48-hour 
week to go intoeffect July 1, 1908, in 198 establishments. Death benefits, $17,500. 

Lobster Fishermen.—Charters issued, 20. Gain in membership, 800. Two settlements effected with- 
out strike. 

Longshoremen.—Chartersissued, 37; surrendered,15. Gain in membership, 1,816. Number of strikes, 
43 won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of personsinvolved, 1.000. <A five per cent gain in 
wages per day. Noreductionsin wagesin the past year. An advance of 45 per cent in wages, 
reduction of 25 per cent in hours and recognition of union and trade agreements are results of 
the organization. Donations to other unions, $1,000. 

Machine Printers and Color Mixers.—Charters issued, 1. 

Machinists,—Charters issued, 70; surrendered, 21. Gain in membership, 20,000. Number of strikes, 
140; won, 120; compromised, 6; 14 pending. Number of persons involved, 15,000; benefited, 
12,000. Cost of st_ikes, $193,411. Ten percent per day gainin wages, 20,000 secured one hour 
reductionin the working hours. Noreductionsin wages. Shorter hours, increased wages and 
general improvement in employment are results of the organization, Death benefits, $39,800; 
sick benefits, $22,855.96. Donations to other unions, $54,781. - 

Marble Workers.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 300. Number of strikes, 
3; won, 1; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 300; benefited, 250; not ben- 
efited, 50. Cost of strikes, $300. Average gain in wages of 25 cents per day. Gains in other 
respects: recognition of unionin localities heretofore unorganized. No reductions in wages in 
the past year. Shorter hours and increased wages are results of the organization. Donations 
to other unions, $2,500. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen.—Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 4. Gainin membership. 1,200, 
Number of strikes, 3; won, 3. Number of persons involved, 600; benefited, 600. Costof strikes, 
$300. A gainin wages of 10 to 40 cents per day for 600 men. No reductionsin wages in the pas 
year. Death benefits, $1,700. 

Mine Workers.—Charters issued, 213; surrendered, 201. Gain in membership, 4,675. Cost of strikes, 
$108,712.96. 

Metal Polishers.—Chartersissued, 30; surrendered, 15. Gain in membership, 2,000. Number of strikes, 
20; won, 19; compromised, 8; lost, 3. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 800; not 
benefited. 200. Cost of jstrikes, $20,334.50. Gains in wages of 25 to 50 cents perday. Increased 
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per centage of members working nine hour day; small per cent secured eight hour day, 
Gains in otherrespects: better sanitary conditions. No reductions in wages in the past year, 
Death benefits, $4,050. Donations to other unions, $4,000. 


Metal Workers, Sheet.—Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 18, Gain in membership, 2,000, Number 
of strikes, 27; won, 24; compromised, 2; lost, 1; 1 pending. Number of personsinvolved, 2,000; 
benefited, 1,900; not benefited, 100. Costof strikes, $15,000. A 10 per centgainin wages, Marked 
improvement in the conditions of the members as a result of the organization. Death benefits, 
$10,000. Donations to other unions, $100. 

Molders, Iron.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 5,000. Number of strikes, 
46; won, 12; compromised, 4; lost, 9; rest pending. Number of persons involved, 2,034. Cost of 
strikes, $487,425.94. 25 cents gainin wages perday. Hours reduced, one perday. Gains in other 
respects: improved shop conditions. Death benefits, $68,316.30; sick benefits, $185,865.50, 

Musicians.—Charters issued, 65; surrendered, 21. Splendid improvement in conditions as result of 
organization. 

senareayrennn —Charters issued, 188 ; surrendered, 107, Gain in membership, 7,890. Number of strikes, 1203; 
won, 95; compromised, 20; lost, 5. Number of persons involved, 12,000; benefited, 11,000; not 
benefited, 1,000. Average gain of about 334% cents per day, and about one-half hour reduction 
in hours of labor. No reductionsin wages in the past year. 25 per cent increase in wages and 
shorter hours are results of organization. Death benefits, $50,750; death benefits, members’ 
wives, $6,025. 

Paper Makers.—Charters issued, 22; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 2, 
Number of persons involved, 1,800; benefited, 300; not benefited, 1,500. Increased wages, and 
hours reduced from 12 to 8 per day arc results of the organization. 


Pattern Makers.—Charters issued, 19. Gain in membership, 1,800. Number of strikes, 17; won, 163 
compromised, 1. All persons involved benefited. Cost of strikes, $5,509.38. About 7 per cent 
average gainin wages. Some secured one hour per day reduction in the hours of labor ; others 
four hours off on Saturday. Death benefits, $1,275; sick benefits, $6,908.99. Tool insurance, 
$2,895.35. 

Pavers and Rammermen.—5 per ‘cent increase in wages secured in New York city without strike, 
Hours reduced in New York city. No reductionsin wages in the past year. Satisfactory im- 
provement in the conditions of the members through the work of the organization. 

Paving Cutters.—Charters issued, 8. Gain in membership, 400, Number of strikes, 4; won, 3; 1 pend- 
ing. Number of persons involved, 39. 10 per cent gain in wages and shorter hours are results 
of the organization. Death benefits, $1,475. Cost of strikes, $263. 

Photo-Engravers.—Gain in membership, 372. Number of strikes, 4; won, 2; pending,2. Number of 
persons involved, 50. Cost of strikes, $4.112.88. Advantages gained without strikes: agree- 
ments signed in sixteen cities. Other gains: eight hours, better pay and conditions. Death 
benefits, $1,650. 

Piano and Organ Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 9. Number of strikes, 3; compromised, 
1; lost, 1; 1 pending, Number of persons involved, 1,100; benefited, 200; not benefited, 900, 
Cost of strikes, $51,626.40. 200members gained 10 per cent increase in wages. 250 members 
secured reduction in hours. Gainsin other respects: betterfactory conditions. Death benefits, 
$4,420; death benefits members’ wives, 400; sick benefits, $7,268.66. Donations to other unions, 
$1,673.50. 

Plate Printers.—Gain in membership, 50. Shorter hours, increased wages and steadier employment 
are the results of the organization, 

Plumbers.—Charters issued, 76; surrendered, 12, 

Post Office Clerks.—Charters issued, 4. Adjustment of salary through Classification Bill. 

Potters.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 146. Advantages gained without 
strike: new agreement signed for two years, which calls for slight increase in the wage scale 
on certain lines of ware. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 43. 
Number of strikes, 1; lost. Number of persons involved, 68; not benefited, 68. Cost of strikes, 
$575. 200 men secured 10 per cent increase in wages and nine hour day. Steady improvement 
in wages, hours and conditions. Donations to other unions, $18.40. 

Print Cutters.—Hours decreased and tenement house work abolished are results of the organization, 
Death benefits, $600; unemployed benefits, $35, Donations to other unions, $640. 

Printing Pressmen,—Charters issued, 19: surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 1,650. Number of 
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strikes, 10; won, 4; compromised, 2; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 88. Cost of strikes, 
$8,047. 10 per cent increase in wages gained without strike. 40 percent improvement in the 
conditions of the members as a result of the organization. Death benefits, $12,145. 

Quarry Workers.—Charters issued, 20; surrendered, 7. Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 
7; won, 5; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 480; benefited, 420; not ben- 
efited, 60. Cost of strikes, $3,000. 10 per cent gain in wages. Hours reduced one per day. 
Gains in other respects: better working conditions. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Shorter hours, increased wages, union jobs, arbitration clauses and signed agreements of from 
1 to 4 years are results of the organization. Death benefits, $2,725. Donations to other 
unions, $500. 

Railroad Telegraphers.—Charters issued, 14. No reduction in wages in the past year. Death benefits, 
$65,800. Donations to other unions, $35,000. 

Railway Employes, Street.—Charters issued, 45; 3 lodges revived; surrendered, 21. Gain in member- 
ship, 2,000. Number of strikes, 18; won, 7; compromised. 3; lost, 4; 4 pending. Number of per- 
sons involved, 4,440; benefited, 1,588; 2,374 in pending contests. Cost of strikes, $80,117. No 
reductions in wages in the past year. Average of over 7 cents an hour to entire membership 
and reduction of hours on an average of 2 hours per day to entire membership are results of 
the organization. Death benefits, $17,600. 

Roofers, Composition.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 3; won, 2; compro- 
mised, 1. Number of persons involved, 270; benefited, 270. Average gain in wages, 25 to 40 
cents. 

Saw Smiths.—Gain in membership, 8. Number of strikes, 1, pending. Number of persons involved, 
70. Cost of strikes, $3,500. Slight increase in wages gained without strike. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Wages have beenincreased about 15 per cent asa result of the organi- 
zation. Death benefits, $1,200. 

Seamen.—Gain in membership, 3,780. Charters issued, 2. Advantages gained without strike: 
increased wages on Lakes and Atlantic. Noretuctionsin wagesin the past year. Offers of 
reductions in wages were made, but successfully resisted. Better legislation, better accom- 
modations on shipboard and better wages are results of the organization. 

Shingle Weavers.—Charters issued, 4; 2 unions reorganized; surrendered, 3. *Gain in membership, 
378. Numberof strikes,2; won,1. Numberof persons involved, 72; benefited. 48; not benefited, 
24. Cost of strikes, $400. 50cents average gain in wages per day for 1,600 men secured without 
strike. No reductionsin wagesin the past year. Death benefits, $525.25. 

Shipwrights.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 11; won, 6; lost, 2. Numberof 
persons involved, 800; benefited, 594; not benefited, 206. 22% cents average gainin wages per 
member per day. Hours reduced 1 per day. Gains in other respects: recognition of union. 
Death benefits, $1,800. 

Slate and Tile Roofers.—Charters issued, 9. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 12; won, 
10; 2pending. Number of persons involved, 300; benefited, 200; not benefited, 100. 200secured 
an increase of about 50 cents per day. Alllocals but one have eight hour day. This local 
reduced hours from 10 to 9 per day. Noreductionsin wages in the past year. Death benefits, 
$700. 

Slate Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 2; both pending. Number 
of persons involved, 1.500. Cost of strikes, $5,000. Slight increase in wages secured in Pennsyl« 
vania district. Death benefits, $400; death benefits members’ wives, $150. Donations to other 
unions, $1,000, ’ 

Spinners,—Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 300. Number of strikes. 2; won,2. Number of 
persons involved, 60; benefited, 60. 25 per cent advance in wages. 58 hour week law in Con- 
necticut. Death benefits, $3,000; death benefits members’ wives, $250. Donations to other 
unions, $2,000. ‘ 

Stage Employes, Theatrical.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 4; won, 2; 
compromised,1; 1 pending. Number of personsinvolved, 600; benefited,500. Cost of strikes, 
$6,750. Wages increased in 20 cities without strike. No reductionsin wages in tke past year. 
One attempt was made to reduce wages, but itwas successfully resisted. The organization has 
secured wages where none were paid in some 40 cities, and from 50 to 200 per cent increases in 
others. 

Steel Plate Transferers.—Gain in membership, 2. The organization has succeeded in improving con- 
ditions of members in every particular. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.—Charters issued,7; surrendered, 1. Gaininmembership,39. Num- 
ber of strikes, 3; pending. Cost of strikes (to International alone), $7,213.56. Death benefits, 
$2,400. 
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Stone Cutters.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 1.974. Number of strikes, 
1L; won, 4; compromised, 4; lost, 3. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 750. Cost 
of strikes, $9,500. Gainin wages of 50 cents per duy, Advantages gained without strike in 26 
cases. Eight hour day for every member, and 63 per cent increase in wages are results of 
organization. Death benefits, $10,000. Donations to other unions, $2,500. 

Stove Mounters.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered,2 Gain in membership, 43. Number of strikes, 
4; compromised, 1; 3 pending. Number of persons involved, 65. Cost of strikes, $2,130. No 
reductions in wages in the past year. Higher wages and helper system abolished are results of 
organization. Death benefits, $1,600 

Switehmen.—40 to 70 cents gain in wages secured without strike. P 

Tailors.—Charters issued, 30; surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 500. Number of strikes, 22; won, 
17; compromised, 2; lost, 3. Number of persons involved. 1,810; benefited, 1,400; not benefited, 
410. Cost of strikes, $21,275. Increased wages for 5.700 members secured without strike. 
Offers to reduce wages were successfully resisted, except in three cases. Asaresult of the 
organization wages have been generally increased, increase of free shops, increased temper- 
ance and general intelligence of members. Death benefits, $12.244.25. 

Teamsters.--Charters issued, 112; surrendered, 142. Number of strikes, 22; won, 17; compromised, 4; 
lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 4,000; benefited, 3,800; not benefited, 200. Cost of strikes, 
$39,000. 25 cents per day increase in wages. One-half an hour per day reduction in the hours 
of labor. No reductions in wagesin the past year, Hours of labor have been reduced and 
wages increased 70 per cent as a result of the organization. 

Tile Layers.—Charters issued, 4. Gain in membership, 187. Number of strikes, 5; won, 2; compro- 
mised, !; lost, 1; | pending. Number of persons involved, 270; benefited, 110; not benefited, 
100. Cost of strikes, $1,500. 25 cents increase in wages. Gain in other respects: union shop, 

and abolition of piece work in one instance. The organization has secured marked improve- 
ments in conditions of the members. 

Tin Plate Workers.—Number of strikes, 1; pending. 75involved., Cost of strike, $800. 8 per cent 
advance in wages for 80 per cent of the members secured without strike. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Through the efforts of the organization hours of labor reduced from 
12 to tl, 10 and 8; 90 per cent of the men work 8 hours, improved working conditions, 
advances in wages and successful resistance of general reduction. In 1904 a 10 per cent reduce 
tion was accepted on a special device affecting 100 men. but it was recovered in 1906. 

Tip Printers.—Material improvementin the conditions of the members through the organization. 
Donations to other unions, $25.00. 

Tobacco Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 9. 6 to 8 per cent advance in wages. The 
greatest gain is the increased demand for the- Bive- Label. Reduction of hours from 1!2-and 10 
to 10,9 and 8, and. an imcreasein pay of from 8 to 12 per cent are results of the organization. 
Death benefits; $1,900; sick benefits, $8,127. 

‘reaveiers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 8. Number of 
strikes, 7 womel; compromised, 2; lost. 4. Number of persons involved, 896; benefited, 246 ; 
not benefited, 650. Cost of strikes, $1,785.85. Amaverage of 5 percent gainin wages. Hours 
of labor reduced from 10 and 9% per day to 9 per day and 55 per week. Noreductions in wages 
in the past year. Death benefits, $180; sick benefits, $320. Donations to other unions, $68, 

ypographical Union (From May 31, 1906,te May 31, 1907).—Charters issued 28; surrendered, 37. Gens 
eral scale increase in 16 cities, in newspver scale in 51 cities, in book and job scale in 26 cities, 
Arbitration agreements are in force in 79 cities. Cost of strikes, $1,468,841.52. The organization 
has expended approximateiy, $4,000,000 to date in establishing the 8-hour day for its members. 
Death benefits, $39,279. 

Uphoisterers.—Charters issued, 6. Gain in membership, 300. Number 0: strikes, 7; won, 5; compro- 
mised, 2, Number of persons involved, 400; benefited, 400. Cost of strikes, $5,020. Ten to 15 
per cent gainin wages per member per day. Hours of labor reduced 1 and 2.per day. 

Weavers, Goring.—Gain in membership, 7. Death benefits, $100. Donations to other unions, $10. 

Wire Weavers.—Gain in membership, 12, Number of strikes, 1; pending. Cost of strike, $2,393.29, 
Death benefits, $425; sick benefits, $1,067.25. Donations to other unions, $43. 

Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 3. Numberof strikes,1. Nume- 
ber of persons involved, 2,500 to 3,000. Cost of strikes, $2,081.90. Strike was lost, but secured a 
gain in wages averaging from 5 to 35 cents perday. In some camps_ hours were reduced one- 
half hour per day. 

Woodworkers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 4; won, 4; number of per+ 
sons involved, 300; benefited, 300, Cost of strikes, $2,000. From two to ten per cent gainin 
wages. Noreductionsin wagesin the past year. Hoursof labor reduced and wages increased 
about 40 per cent, are results of the organization. Death benefits, $4,900. 
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ORGANIZERS. 

The following list of organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from the 
American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work during the 
past twelve months $56,737.11. Of this amount $2,562.47 was paid to district or volunteer organizers in 
sums ranging from $5 to $50 for organizing local trade or federal labor unions, and adjusting strikes 
and grievances of local unions affiliated directly or indirectly withthe American Federation of Labor. 

» OF ANTS j mare Wineere W — _ | Amount 
NAME OF ORGANIZER. | STATE WHEREIN WORK WaAs DONE. | received 
| 
} 
1. M. G. Hamilton............ | Maine, Colorado, Montana, Utah, Nevada, Oregon, Wash’n Fal $3.050 00 
2. J. D. Pierce | Illinois, Ohio... | 2.805 00 
3. H. Robinson | New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Vermont, Conne cticut.| 2,750 00 
4. Jacob Tazelaar | New York. New Jersey. Massachusetts, Delaware, Maryland, 
Ohio. West Virginia, Indiana, New Hampshire.................... é | 2,750 00 
5. James Leonard............ Ohio, Kentucky, Louisiana, Texas, Alabama......... | 2,700 00 
ee Se Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, New York, Delaware, | 
New Jersey ..............,... ; 2.575 00 
7. Stuart Reid.................. Pennsylvania, “Ohio, Massachusetts. Connectic ut. Rhode | 2,570 00 
Island, Maine................ ea sieneeasaces & = | 
8. H. M. Walker ..............) Kansas, Missouri Fs sad chyhasatceds ACERS pe ee TT 2.550 00 
9. C. O. Young..... Washington, Idaho........... aad eta 2.550 00 
10. Cal. Wyatt ..... Pennsylvania, Kentucky, West Virginia, Ohio. New York 2,400 00 
11. John A. Fiett Washington, British Columbia, Northwest Territory, Canada. 
Michigan, New York..... 2,350 00 
12. Wm. E. Terry......... ...| Rhode Island, Connecticut, “Massae husetts, Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Indiana......... 2.150 00 
13. Hugh Frayne vesseee] Pennsylvania......... ‘ sathdipeassalinietisieaiee ea Segue’ 1,975 00 
14. S. Igiesias............ ..-| Porto Rico....... SPRUE Ne SRLS 1.959 50 
| ee eee Illinois, Ohio, West ‘Virginia, Indiana... sRaliccsasdcoulens 7 1,900 06 
16. W. C. Hahn............ Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey. , 1,781 75 
17. B. Braunschweig scauved Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, New York, Mary- 
land, Michigan....... didatuiesidlacivanniadesshadnialat 1,661 20 
18. A. E. Holder................) Ohio, Illinois, Pennsylvania, ‘New York......... " ; 1,150 00 
19. John Fitzpatrick. SUS ; " 1,099 00 
20. John Golden................. Massachusetts, New York. Rhode Island. Delaware, Con- | 
necticut, Pennsylvania, Maine, Tennessee, North Carolina 1,026 55 
, Seog ol. See | eae eee inves danas 1,025 00 
22. Jos. Torrillo..... ..| District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, New York...................-... 994 80 
23. T. E. Zant... California .......... , winuagunaiena 786 75 
24. F. H. McCarthy... Massachusetts .... 718 44 
25. J. J. O'Donnell Virginia . 690 15 
26. L. D. Biddle......... 25h A II Wiesns ee sc cuscakwaencbuseswadanadentdexadeoscaceusmanlbia Glee eaa eats 594 10 
27. Geo. Schackert ...........| Ohio............... Joonntn wialetanonsssdeisieemeskauies scusavaaseredieus 514 00 
98. P.H. Strawhun............| Hlinois.........-.......... sssdcensepeitlnasielcusihintwatigsatecsncinspaenmmaataa 500 00 
9. J. G. BrOw......000.......00 Washington. selidesicsddlaiakysseipebdsieseieladaebgaalaiaerta sok 400 65 
30. H. Grossman... ...| New York, Maryland, Ohio. 307 32 
31. E, R. Wright.. Illinois.. ; 300 00 
32. W. H. Downey........ ..| Alabama . seth aasinek Ra cadcnaaeaeadpiaansioecs ; aneaadeeetie 280 00 
SI, Gi, Bio MI civccncacocssicces ‘Jexas. piesiietsenedeadincdiastiuncmes dees ERIE ae oe 275 00 
34. J. L. Rodier......... ...| Delaware. Pennsylvania... s 247 38 
35. S.A ae ..-| Kansas . : saditeipitaeicata 243 05 
| Sos & ae Kansas ......... Sigitauctsencuddatetahaustantenaseteeed’ aici 231 34 
37. A. H. Garfield. Montana. cddsliitabibes Saiaatacinabaabadiiabagaseimsl wheweeies 202 56 
38. Frank J. Pulver. Colorado ...... Seavcibaiced de ticielcen amcak deaamedecis seg? adeoaueoietes 197 70 
39. Peter Pa. CE ERE REECE SE MOTI e NE ie aS 187 60 
40. Geo. M. Holly... RIE dniinctadsnnannsasuisnientions odaneaaheese snlaihicidhaiaahice seminal ; 179 25 
41. W. B. Cook.. Texas. ; 172 75 
42. W. H. Roberts.. Maine a esebicieNs sie nagae 142 55 ? 
43. P. J. Flannery... Tlinois .. emeueenacsteie oc dainnstentensesi 140 00 
44. 1. W. oo. Idaho 138 95 
45. Geo. Rhode Island.. 129 00 
46. F. Sb aauiess 126 00 
47. B. New TP idnaesicinedisinicidastinnkonessient 104 73 
48 W.L. Hoefgen. a 82 98 
49. Cornelius Ford. New Jersey.. pistneddedisaieteaiea eee 81 40 
50. E. D. Baithrow.. Vermont, New ‘Hampshire... ‘ soneneensacimenitindebusdaininnions 73 85 
51. E. A. Perkins cs aidasuddouvekecudisseudeciunasineneens . : 70 00 
52. P. D. Drain... a ssadnitsunisesueuststcavace surstoredsesudeasunccasasadacueceusciagsieuibcetsancdieaies 68 00 
53. M. Goldsmith.. Ohio. nisiahs heh Ulaaaebad suck decct Smee nadaab onaaicaaeioaes 60 60 
54. M. J. Noonan.. ...| Tennessee...... us Assaentdesessen tease 54 00 
55. Jerome Jones............. PIII xian srdscosvndnpad nabds sesunasinvaienesnisadiedeuseenibientacisanbichbancenaenasiie ; 51 74 
56. L. C. Moss and Thos 
SOMONE ssscdscedecceneeis<os Ee ON aE ee ET eee NT aS Cee RTE RE ee, TEN ee 50 00 
Paid S ‘District Organizers i in amounts less than $50........... Eee 2,562 47 
DON Risk Gisscisinndics Gnnehioienllip eee 56,737 11 
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AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 


The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the fiscal year shows a balance of $1.749.86 to its credit over 
expenses. The receipts from all sources are $25,310.56; the expenses, $23,560.70. 
I herewith submit statement of expenses, itemized and subdivided, for the past twelve months 
RECEIPTS, — 
Rs nnn nIRIUnIn SUNN, III 0.5555 5 sien an piety ccawpuisovs vguctrbensebapuasnnnaceassoupeveupeusabetgouseneaueniall $25,310 56 

















BI iiss cniinacidntiiatintibensiieminiiaindanbaiianiniaveccadcacmnteniinnts $115 74 

Clippings........ ‘ 25 
Commissions... . 12,233 26 
Cuts and proofs.. 105 50 
RRS 26 80 
Printing FEDERATIONIST 7,662 48 
Printing Bulletins......... 60 80 
Postage and stamps 1,019 92 
Salaries................ 1,918 90 
I is oas ceasiceisy iain bnashsncasabibiensvaré 175 00 
Printing and envelopes for FEDERATIONIST.. 142 30 
Subscription to R. G. Dunn & Coa.......00..csccccccrsscrcreseee wine 75 00 
$23,560 70 

RECAPITULATION. 

SUMMIIIIE cin. sacs ona sicbicwnmn up aneuiobnebnss vensgueceduanseavescaiskdaptin so sesantuseibied usnadsssvucands sonsbasuned teacuscabuia assesiee $25,310 56 
IIIS osc lticc scl ikki caiak rapa laa eublesii pion soapba ep eubals sea Bksibe mk osemiesdpioben doddltsmmeuedn ud vase vein ca phbaneindeseelsueeae 23.560 70 
Excess of receipts................ sa clas acaba bese cates spe ca in ucts eananie bisaldcas whtaibicinabeatenae tee $1,749 86 


The following is the receipts and expenses of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST since it was first 
issued. 





Year. Receipts. | Expenses.| Surplus. Deficit. 








$2,418 30 | $2,684 66 
3,184 21 2,675 98 
1,917 61 2,100 08 
3,408 39 2,094 87 
2,287 83 2,541 75 
3,171 00 4,033 19 |... 
4,162 03 4,466 91 |... 
10,498 22 10,900 54 |.... 
17,170 70 | 25,406 46 |... 

27.718 43 42,883 68 

32.639 89 30.699 92 

25,726 57 24,929 86 

25,912 87 26,868 12 

25,310 56 23,560 7 




















LOCAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 


The Local Trude and Federal Labor Unions‘are in a healthy condition. The per capita tax 
shows an average increase over last year of 4,400 members. A number of our Local Unions have not 
been paying upon theirfull membership. During the past number of monthsour organizers have been 
instructed to examine their books and report upon their membership. This general investigation has 
brought forth good results. During the next year the Federation will be able to have its Local 
Unions educated to pay upon their full membership, and thus enable their members, in case of strike 
or lockout, to receive benefits from the Defense Fund. Last year percapita tax was received upon 
24,500 members divided among 759unions. This year per capita tax was received upon 28,900 members 
divided among 661 Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions; a smaller numberof unions, but a greater 
membership. 

DEFENSE FUND. 

The Defense Fund of the Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions is in a healthy condition. 
During last year there was received into the Defense Fund $17,143.65, and paid out of the fund 
$10,893.78, less $104.00 returned by the Laredo, Texas, Federal Labor Union No. 11,953, leaving a net 
gain for the twelve months, in favor of the Defense Fund, of $6,249.87. This added to the balance on 
October 1, of last year, brings up the grand total to $103,078.89, 
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The benefit of our Defense Fund is clearly demonstrated in the success achieved by the 
unions that demanded improved conditions. The number of strikes reported to this office were 
twenty-seven. Numberof strikes won, fifteen. None compromised. Eight lost. The number of per- 
sonsinvolved in the strikes was 1,919. The number of persons benefited, 1,819. Number of persons 
that were not benefited, 399. Six unlons gained increase in wages and reduction in hours of labor, 
and in ten of the strikes the hours of labor were reduced, recognition of union and improved work- 
ing conditions. The total cost of the strikes was $10,893.78, less $104.00 that was returned Federal 
Labor Union No. 11,953. 

The following is an itemized statement of amount received from and paid to our Local Unions, 
giving average membership, number of weeks’ benefit, and the amount received by each organiza- 
tion: 

















RECEIPTS. 
Ie csicka a Zensiesteidasuncadhsensabaasuniewpeeonins stuuduceaasceeduamesmaaaastlaanitdae Acca ater aaspaanttamon dew eatcaen . $17,143 65 
EXPENSES. 
Average ° 
membership Weeks. Amount. 
*Federal Labor Union No. 11953. Laredo, oe peapaseuss rstadvataunuesnecioes 202+ 6 $4,852 00 
J. & S. Case Makers No. 10448, N. Y., N. ~ 79+ 10 3.168 00 
Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers No. 186, ‘Boston... 304 1 1.216 00 
Suspender Makers No. 9560, N. Y. City...........0......0..... 30+ 7 844 00 
Steel Case Makers No. 11842, Defiance, O. 25+ 15-6 192 7 
Appropriation cow Federation of P. O. Clerks . 150 00 
Pile Drivers No. 9601, New Orleans, La......... 26 1 104 00 
Appropriation International Association of Lobster Fishermen... 100 00 
Federal Labor Union No. 7087, Belleville, O....................cccceeeeeeeees 10 1 80 00 
Federal Labor Union No. 11423, Blue Level. Ky selenibavies 10 1 80 00 
Federal Labor Union No. 11879, Wilmington, Cal.......................... ‘. 3 6 72 00 
Paste Makers No. 10567, San Francisco. Cal 8 1 32 00 
Refund of per cent tz Ux Hard Lime Bridge & C urbstone Cutters: 
& Setters No. 12267, Louisville, Ky .................. 3 00 
Total... PE ee A SOT IN OES IRI LO ea R RE RTE RT AORN EI 7 AMEND TURIN LD Do EN $10,893 78 
*Of this amount $104, 00 v was returned and receipted for. 
RECAPITULATION,. 
Balance on hand in Defense Fund October 1, 1906.................c0c.cccececeeeeeeecceeeesceueees $96,829 02 
ee a I II visa cas oni svnccens dande'cosccncvevietee suntbubint ssndvéeausiavcapunenadess taaeehainion 17,143 65 
— $113,972 67 
Ie CC: CE NIN IO oi ais sess as Sasa kc dces Gace Locacuesalaavne ves seswaawedsscucnacig maUlepeuddecdkacwcanduaeedioweaes 10,893 78 


Balance in Defense Fund October 1, 1907 


UNION LABELS. 


$103,078 89 


There are now 55 labels and ten cards issued by the following organizations, which have been 
indorsed by the American Federation of Labor: 


American Federation of Labor 
Bakers and Confectioners. 
Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Workers. 
Brickmakers. 

Broommakers. 

Brushmakers. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. 
Carvers, Wood 

Cigarmakers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. 
Coopers. 

Engravers, Watch Cas 


Flour and Cereal Mill Empiovece. 


Fur Workers. 

Garment Workers, United. 
Garment Workers, Ladies. 
Glass Workers. 

Glove Workers. 

‘Gold Beaters. 


Actors. 

Barbers. 

Clerks. 

Engineers, Steam. ‘ 


ORGANIZATIONS USING LABELS. 


Grinders’ and Finishers’ Pocket 
Knife Blade. 

Hatters. 

Horseshoers. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Workers. 

Leather Workers on Horse 
Goods. 

Machine Printers 
Mixers. 

Machinists. 

Marble Workers. 

Metal Polishers. 

Metal Workers, Sheet. 

Moulders. 

Painters. 

Papermakers. 

Piano and Organ Workers. 

Plate Printers. 


and Color 


ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 


Firemen. Stationary. 

Hotel & Restaurant Employes. 

Meat Cutters and Butcher 
Workmen. 


Powder Workers. 

Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters. 

Sawsmiths. 

Shingle Weavers. 

Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers. 

Stove Mounters. 

Tailors. 

Textile Workers. 

Tip Printers. 

Tobacco Workers, 

Travelers’ Goods and Leath- 
er Novelty Workers. 

Typographical. 

Upholsterers. 

Weavers, Wire. 

Wood Workers. 

Woodsmen and Sawmill 
Workers. 


Musicians. 
Stage Employes, Theatrical. 
Teamsters. 
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The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: Badge 
and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Bottlers (Soda ani Mineral Water), Coffee, Spice and Baking 
Powder Workers, Cigarmakers’ Tools, Nail (Horseshoe) Workers, Neckwear Cutters and Makers, 
Soap Workers. Suspender Makers, Garter, Arm Band and Hose Supporter Makers. 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 

The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending September 30, 1907, there 
has been issued from neadquarters an average of 895 letters, circular letters and packages per day, 
as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by Express and Post .......0.0... occ. cccccecececeuee shadusind dasmiabei 3,791 





Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers and others......... 31,362 
Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes... 0... oo. ceceeceee ccc cece eeees . 80.004 
Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes. ‘ jssidonehaiden Vobaiubeicecusaneusaanaeiaduaban 158,520 


EIGHT HOUR DAY. 

The last convention instructed the Secretary of the American Federation of Labor to secure: 
from affiliated unions, data on the subject of the universal enforcement of the eight hour day, in 
order that the matter may receive the further practical attention of this convention. In pursuance 
thereof, a communication was sent out to the secretaries of the international organizations, asking 
for such information as the conditions in their respective trades suggested. The replies to these 
questions were furnished by the international officers, and,in but few instances, are decisions of 
their conventions or general membership, hence the informationregarding the attitude of the organ- 
izations on this question can not be regarded as final, but rather as anticipating the opinion of the 
membership on the feasibility of the proposition from the standpoint of the conditions prevailing in 
the different trades. The complete data willbe placed in the hands of the committee appointed to 
give special consideration to this question. In my opinion the report of the Special Committee on 

‘ight Hours, adopted by the !ast convention, will commend itself very favorably to those who are 
anxious to see the eight hour day successfully inaugurated in all trades. 


PAID MEMBERSHIP. 

A resume at the progress made numerically by the American Federation of Labor during the 
past eleven years, can not but encourage the trade unionists to redouble their efforts to educate, 
organize, and federate the wage workers of the world. The growth of the American Federation of 
Labor from 1897 to 1904 was phenomenal. The membership jumped from 264,825 in 1897 to 1,676,200in 
1904, This marked increase in membership caused me to say, in my report to the Boston Convention, 
that where organizations are formed rapidly within a short period, it must be expected that in 
adjusting the members into unions the membership must decrease somewhat from the high-water 
mark which it reached during the time the organization wave held sway. There was a decrease in 
membership in 1905 from the high-water mark of 1904. This decrease was almost entirely caused by 
internal strife, which led to secession and a number of ill-advised and unsuccessful strikes of a few 
international organizations. Since that time, with but two exceptions, these organizations have 
recovered their membership. The two unions referred to give ample evidence that during the 
coming year they will entirely recover from the effects of the secession movement and the 
disastrous strike. A careful tabulation of the membership of the affiliated unions of the American. 
Federation of Labor shows that there was 1,683,424 members paid or reported upon for the 
last month of this fiscal year , anincreaseof 7,224 members over the high-water average membership. 
of 19064. If we udd to that number the 40,000 membership of the United Brewery Workers, whose 
charter was revoked in June of this fiscal year, it would give a total membership of 1,723,424 for the 
month of September. A remarkable increase in,membership for the past eleven years, when you 
take into consideration the number of strikes that have taken place and the organized, determined 
efforts of the employers to retard organization and disrupt the unions now in existence. 

Following is the average membership paid upon during the past eleven years: 
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When the trade unionist considers the vantage position occupied by the Federation, numeri- 
cally and financially, at the present time, he need not feel alarmed over the idle threats and vain 
efforts of organized bodies of employers to stay the growth of the trade uolon movement, or to 
paralyze the efforts of the Federation to continue in the work of organization, and in that way estab- 
lish through the numerical! and financial strength of the unions the shorter work-day and such otber 
conditions as the members may in their wisdom decide they should enjoy. 

THE LABOR PRESS. 

While the secretary's report is intended to be confined entirely to financial matters, I will 
digress to the extent of taking this opportunity of expressing my earnest appreciation of 
the splendid and efficient work which has, and is now, being accomplished by the Labor Press of 
America. The editors of these papers are certainly entitled to, and should receive, the most friendly 
and generous consideration in every way from the officers and members of every Single union under 
the jurisdiction of the American Federation of Labor. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my appreciation of the successful efforts put forth by the 
salaried and district organizers, and the assistance and encouragement received from the officers 
of the international organizations, and from my colleagues on the Executive Counci:, during the 


period that I have served as secretary of the American Federation of Labor 
Respectfully submitted, 





FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretaru, Am« “ederation of Laber. 
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TREASURER LENNON’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-seventh Convention of the American Federation of Labor— 

GREETING: It is with particular pleasure that I submit this my seventeenth annual report to 
you as Treasurer. The yéar has had its trials and disappointments, in so far as our organizations are 
concerned; but, in spite of all obstacles and reverses, real progress has been made by the Fea- 
eration and its affiliated unions, financially, numerically, and in the solidarity of our movement. 
Our hopes and aspirations for the future have been strengthened, and the wail of the pessimist is 
less often heard in our ranks than was the case in years gone by. The wage-workers are turning to 
the trade union for industrial protection in increasing numbers and manifesting their adherence 
to our cause as never before. Our difficulties, as well as our successes are proving to be educators 
of the masses. Mr. Parry, Mr. Post, and Mr. Van Cleve are, as usual pointing the road on which we 
should travel and the trade unionists are going in the opposite direction, having discovered that as 
lighthouses to guide the mariner on the industrial seas they are a failure. We are taking counsel 
of ourselves and of our proven friends, and our enemies are looking on at our development and 
progress with dismay and consternation. Injunctions do not scare us, for we are law-abiding citizens 
The “ Bucks”’ stove is not calculated to warm the cockles of the heart of any trade unionist—no, nor 
of any inan or woman that stands for a square deal. Ido not mean a square deal in name only, but 
I mean a square deal as the carrying out of the Golden Rule in our industrial life. We propose to 
keep warm without the use of any Buck stoves, injunctions to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Be cheerful. The masses are awakening. The spirit of a true democracy is manifest all over 
the world. This is the day for hopefulness and for hard work. Remember that the Lord only helps 
those who help themselves. Stand pat for the trade union. Improve wherever possible, both as to 
principles and methods. Be not dismayed at any obstacle. Remember what has been done in the 
past, and go forward with confidence as to the future. 








INCOME. EXPENSES. 
1906. Paid Warrants: 
October 1.......... Balance in hand........... £111,540 60 1906. 
Received of Secretary Morrison: IIE 5. cssoussccscrniuedtncuvencnaenepiunsronsiahs $10.733 68 
October 31. a November 30. 12,625 32 








December ESR Bias Spe Sees ads ae Ge 


November 30. ' il 5 12,929 38 
POE BS oss ccscevescevsvesvesene sebiyppnupoanseves ,012 6 1097. 
7, gt en sa 135 02 






1907. 
January 31........ ... 13.211 57| February 28.. 
February 28. 11.531 86 | March 31.... 


























March 31... 14.659 41 | April 30... 
April 30.. 14 310 95 | May 31..... 
May 31.... 13,802 57 | June 30.. 
June 30. 13.301 57 | July 31........... 
July 31.... 13,932 65 | August 31....... = 
August 31...... BED OP | ORORMRUOE OD. ..esccccccsoscoescensscensccassrsesesess 
September 30... : 26.749 90 
—_—_——— Total expenses... 

RE IN 5, css eassacunsvadsapakesseave $285,870 86 
MIN Foe os a standin pupaalane’ Upakb ani usnivicoaniremelekndpeusens ca vburbuncnssubaensieassaumssemuweedeensens $285,870 86 
Deduct total expenses : 159,960 84 
NN 2s, cucu evabodiunVaklos mxicctaedscghoauatiiressineaucaske Uabpecuasavesattacisoouees $125,910 02 


Certificates of deposit in hands of President Gompers: 
Six certificates, McLean County Bank, Bloomington, 





Five Third National Bank, 
Five - State National Bank, si 
Two 7" German-American Bank, a 
Two <i Corn Belt Bank, 
one dic saccnabawakbeauonutuesnkejernscobareassoudussebbensawe eseseeee. $100,000 00 
es as ssc encssisnsesscesccsaensrsactvenssconsdderevdceansasusseseerigconess 25.910 02 
A a ee I aia iss sciscsiscksises sevens Kevessaavevensgosescoess sesesesseecsees $125,910 08 
Re IN RI osc cssicaretsnscusnedetsssocvacesstcensebscdsonsacnosabesssences wiksaaeaan 2,000 00 
a Aa cabanas ah dp aap NOs Ga Ga Vea libded ua ébdesT Tabaaneo tabs Me AAR $127,910 02 
During the seventeen years I have been Treasurer I have handled funds of the Federation te 
the amount of $1,575,287.96. JOHN B. LENNON, 
Bloomington, Ill., October 1, 1907. Treasurer. 
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SECOND DAY—Morning Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m. in Armory Hall, Norfolk, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—Kennedy Kline Mock- 
ler, McKinlay, Gengenback, Malloy, 
Barnes (J. M.). Conway, Bechtold, 
Rickert, Larger, Winters, Newton, 
Sullivan (W. @Q.), Wallace, Liebig 
Wilson (J. T.), Call, Carroll, O'Neill, 
Miller, Lucas, Sheret, Scinwarz, Starr, 
Alpine, Calhoun, Sands, Noble, Freel, 
Powell, McAndrew, Entenza, Peete, 
Park, Koonce, Langstone, Lee, John- 
son, Mahoney (M.), Frank, McDonald, 
Leighton, Richards, Seaver, Zihlman, 
Edwards, McCullougn, Jennings, 
Quick (G. F.), Young, Armstrong, 
Humphrey, Leary, Minor, Piggott, 
Bowerman, Keyes, Bogasse, Clinton, 
Hansen, Vaughan, McGarvy, 
Conroy, Justice, _Ramsdell, 
Roe, Voll, Canty, Becerill, Woodman- 
sie, Thompson, Edwards, Beatty, 
Grant, Freedman, Conley. 


The reading of the minutes of the 
previous day’s session was dispensed 
with. 


President Gompers announced the 
appointment of the following com- 
mittees: 


Committee—Rules and Order of 
Business—Frank Robinson, U. 
Lee, Robert Byron, Jr., John C. John- 
ston, Daniel Sullivan ‘H. T. Behrens, 
Gustav. Dihle, Anthony McAndrews, 

. Peete, William Schwab, P. 
Malloy, J. J. Flynn, James ‘Dardis, 
James Lucas, J.. J. Callahan. 


Committee on President’s Report— 
Andrew Furuseth, Wm. B. Wilson, 
James J. Creamer, James A. Cable, 
Thos. F. Tracy, Robert Glockling, D. 
A. Carey. Chas. L. Baine, ae s 
Creager, Wm. McFarlane J. W. Kline, 
P. J. McArdle, Conway, J. C. 


Shanessy, J. L. Rod 


Committee on Secretary’s Report— 
John J. Barry, A. J. Kennedy, A. E. 
Starr, Chas. Calhoun, J. L. Langston, 
John R. Dunne, Sarah Hagan, Ernest 
oo Wm. M. Shickel, T. J. Feeley, 

A. Bowerman, A. C. Kugel, E. 
MoGinn, M. E. Kane, Santiago Igles- 


Committee on Treasurer’s Report— 
John J. Powell, A C. Snyder W. F. 
Costello, — Young, F. N. Zihlman, 
Wm. M. Hatch, M. M. Holzsager, 
Thos. Badgley. Geo. Powell. Edward 


Anderson, J. has Brown, H. G. Noble, 
Thos. Clark, E. B. Goltra, John 
Sheret. 


Committee on Resolutions—James 
Duncan, W. D. Ryan, D. D. Mulcahy, 
T. M. Guerin, W. L. A. Johnson, Edw. 
Hirsch, George R. French, John 
O’Neil, T. V. O’Connor, J. T. Wilson, 
Edward Cohen, Edw. W. Potter, Je- 
rome Jones, Lee M. Hart, John Gor- 
man. 


Committee on Laws—John B. Len- 
non, Owen Miller, J. C. Skemp, C. L. 
Shamp, David J. Davis, Wm. J. Dun- 
lap, Herbert Crampton, A. E. Ireland, 
John Newton, Wm. J. Dougherty, 
Stephen J. Fay, J. P. Murphy, Hugh 
Frayne, T. S. Farrell, Daniel Winters. 


Committee on Organization—Max 
Morris, L. W. Quick, Arthur Huddel, 
A. B. Grout, Edgar A. Perkins, C. O 
Young, George Bechtold, James F. 
Scott, W. J. Justice, J. E. Dwyer. W. 
E. Myers, D. D. Driscoll, G. W. Sav- 
age, Santiago Iglesias, M. J. McDonald. 


Committee on Labels—John A. 
Moffitt, Walter MacArthur, T. A. Rick- 
ert, J. M. Barnes, George Allen, John 
Weber, Homer D. Call, Jacob Fischer, 
Henry Fisher, John D. Dullea, B. 
Loebenberg, John J. Manning, Max 
S. Hayes, Chas. F. Gebelein, T. L. 
Lantz. 


Adjustment Committee — James 
O’Connell, T. L. Lewis, John F. Tobin, 
F. J. McNulty. Wm. Klapetsky, John 
Golden, B. A. Larger, Joseph Ger- 
vais, Joseph N. Weber, Hugh Rob- 
inson, C. O. Pratt, H. J. Wendelken, 
James A. Welch, T. J. Sullivan, Her- 
man Robinson. 


Committee on Educatton—Joseph 
Valentine, Elias Breidenbach, Ww. 
Woodman, J. F. Winkler, A. M. 
Swartz, Daniel L. Russell, ie 
Stevenson, Chas. W. Petry, J. J. Mc- 
Cafferty. J. J. Mockler, George F. 
Dunn, Walter West, John H. Wallace, 
P. F. Holton, J. L. Gernon. 


Committee on State Organizations— 
D. J. Keefe, W. McEwen, a & 
McSorley, P. C. Winn, J. W. Morton, 

Rosenberg, W. Q. Sullivan, John 
J. Jaeckle, James A. Carroll, J. E. 
Potts, Frank Butterworth, D. F. 
Dwyer, James P. Maher, John J. 
Pfeiffer, Walter V. Price. 


Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies—P. F. Duffy. Bradley, 
D. F. Manning, Chas. Dold, T. C. 
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Humphrey, J. P. Holland, T. A. Rear- 
don, . X&. Noschang, Thos, Flynn, 
John T. Butler, C. A. Nelson, -M. A. 
McMahon, P. J. Flannery, A. F. Lej- 
big. J. T. Carey. 


Committee on _ Building Trades— 
William Huber, John R. Alpine, Jo- 
seph C. Balhorn, Alex. Cruickshank, 
M. O’Sullivan, E. Kennedy, Jo- 
seph Evans, F. M. Ryan, H. A. Stem- 
burgh, John Mangan, Mat. Comerford, 
Frank Feeney. Benjamin Russell, 
Chas. H. Leps, Henry Sands. 


Committee on Boycotts—James_M. 
Lynch, James B. Conroy, R.. A. Mc- 
Kee, W. A. Engle, Thomas J. Duffy, 
William Tateman, A. Bablitz, Timo- 
thy Healy. John H. Mahoney, Frank 
W. Cotterill, John Bradley, Michael 
Muldoon, A. A. Myrup, F. C. Gengen- 
bach, George G. Griffin. 

First Vice-President Duncan, for 
the Executive Council, read the fol- 
lowing report: 


REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL, WORFOLK, VA., 
NOVEMBER 12, 1907. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 





of the American Federation of 
Labor: 
GREETING:—As is customary and 


our duty, the Executive Council sub- 
mits to you herewith report upon the 
most important matters which have 
received attention at our hands dur- 
ing the year and which requires still 
further attention from you. 


The Executive Council has held 
four meetings during the year. The 
first meeting was held at Minneapolis 
after the adjuornment of the conven- 
tion. The next one, at headquarters 
in Washington. The first three days 
of the third meeting were held at 
headquarters in Washington, the re- 
mainder in this city, and the last 
meetings were held in Washington 
just prior to our coming to this city 
to attend the convention and last 
Sunday in Norfolk. We shall hold 
additional meetings during the time 
of the convention, but we would pre- 
fer that unless there are matters of 
a very urgent and pressing nature 
requiring our immediate attention, 
that they should be deferred until 
our meeting which will be held here 


PROCEEDINGS 


immediately after the adjournment of 
the convention. 

During the year the Executive 
Council ‘has voted by letter or tele- 
gram upon 125 subjects sub\itted by 
President Gompers, 


CHARTERS GRANTED. 


During the year we issued charters 
to three international unionr as fol- 
lows: 


International Brotherhood of Com- 
position Roofers, Damp and Water- 
proof Workers of United States and 
Canada. 

National Federation of Postoffice 
Clerks. 

Lobster Fishermen’s Internationa} 
Protective Association. 

We also issued charters to one State 
Federation of Labor; seventy-two 
Central Labor unions; two hundred 
and four local trade unions of which 
there are no international or national 
unions of that trade, and ninety- 
three Federal Labor Unions, making 
a total of three hundred and seventy- 
three charters issued. 

We also desire to report th®? some 
applications for charter hav been 
denied, others are being held } abey- 
ance, pending adjustment o  juris- 
diction with other organizations. We 
are sure you will be pleased, how- 
ever, with the growth and progress 
made during the past year, not only 
as indicated by the number of char- 
ters issued, but by new _ unions 
formed and attached to their respect- 
ive internationals, as well as the in- 
creased membership in existing local 
‘unions. 


LOCAL STRIKES. 

During the year a number pf ap- 
plications have been made by directly 
affiliated local unions for assistance 
in cases of strikes and _lockouts. 
Whenever such organizations have 
been entitled to financial assistance, 
under the provisions of Article XIIT 
of the Constitution, it has been 
promptly extended to them. in many 
cases the officers of these local un- 
ions have totally misunderstood the 
provisions of Article XIII, and have, 
therefore, felt aggrieved when ‘they 
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were advised that the members in 
their organizations would not be en- 
titled to any benefits from the de- 
fense fund. So as to help, as far as 
possible, in avoiding any such mis- 
apprehension and  wmisinterpretation 
of the laws of the Federation, a cir- 
cular letter was issued, embodying 
Article XIII and calling special atten- 
tion to its provisions. This letter was 
sent to the secretary of every directly 
affiliated local union. Tne Executive 
Council is always desirous of dealing 
with the directly affiliated local un- 
ions as generously as permissible un- 
der the law as laid down in Article 
XIII. 

Benefits from the defense fund to 
directly affiliated local unions were 
paid to the sum of $10,789.78. 

For the information of the unin- 
formed only, we desire to state that 
these amounts are wholly apart from 
payments by assessments; payments 
of benefits by internationals or from 
the proceeds of appeals for voluntary 
contributions to aid workmen en- 
gaged in trade disputes. 


ORGANIZATION. 


The Minneapolis Convention recom- 
mended the appointment of a number 
of special organizers. To the fullest 
limit of our financial resources we 
carried out those recommendations, 
keeping as many special organizers 
at work as the funds of the Federa- 
tion would warrant. The Federa- 
tion organizers have rendered effi- 
cient and effective service. 

From the reports which have al- 
ready been submitted to yuu by your 
president, secretary and treasurer, it 
has been made known to you that 
considerable progress has been made 
since our last convention. While we 
are pleased with the progress made, 
yet we realize the necessity for per- 
sistent and continued effort, and 
would, therefore, recommend the con- 
tinuation of the work to organize the 
yet unorganized and to bring about 
the affiliation of the yet unaffiliated 
organizations. We authorized Presi- 
dent Gompers to communicate with 
the officers of the Western Federation 
of Miners, at an opportune time with 
the view of the re-affiliation of that 
organization to the A. F. of L. 


APPEALS FOR FINANCIAL AS- 
SISTANCE. 


The Minneapolis Convention  re- 
ferred to us the application of several 
organizations for financial assistance, 
and particularly for the levying of as- 
sessments upon the membership of 
the several affiliated organizations. 
We found ourselves in the position in 
having these applications for assess- 
ments referred to us, and with the 
knowledge that there were a number 
of our affiliated international unions 
in the position in which they would 
be unable to meet them. We realized 
how necessary was the financial as- 
sistance to the organizations referred 
to, but despite our desire to aid them 
in this particular, a sense of duty im- 
pelled us not to levy the assessments. 
We believed that we should be doing 
an injustice to the organizations 
which themselves were engaged in 
extensive trade disputes, and to oth- 
ers who for other reasons were 
equally unable at the time to meet 
such assessments. 

In addition to these applications 
which were referred to us, applica- 
tions were made direct to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for the levying of as- 
sessments in the interest of organ- 
izations engaged in trade disputes. 
Of course, we were compelled to pur- 
sue a similar course in regard to 
these. However, we endorsed a num- 
ber of appeals for voluntary financial 
assistance, and in some _ instances 
printed and bore the expense of their 
issuance. These have resulted in fair 
returns to the organizations making 
the applications. 

In connection with the general sub- 
ject matter of appeals for financial 
assistance, we desire to repeat that 
part of our report to the Minneapolis 
Convention bearing upon this subject. 
It is as follows: 

We cannot too strongly urge upon 
our organizations not only ,the advis- 
ability but the necessity of providing 
and building up in time of peace a 
strong treasury which can be drawn 
upon by their members during the 
period of trade disputes and disturb- 
ances. It has been repeatedly de- 
monstrated that not only strikes and 
lockouts have been lost by reason of 
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the absence of a strong treasury, but 
that such trade conrtoversies and dis- 
turbances could have and would have 
undoubtedly been averted, had _ the 
employers known in advance that 
there was a strong treasury back of 
the men to support them when out 
of employment. 

We want to again strongly recom- 
mend to our international unions that 
the dues of the membership of their 
local unions should not be less than 
$1.00 per month. The funds of the 
unions are under their own control 
and direction to be used exclusively 
to protect and promote the interests 
of their respective memberships. 
BUILDING TRADES ORGANIZA- 
TIONS. 


Resolution 107 of the last conven- 
tion directed President Gompers to 
communicate with the national offi- 
cers of the Building Trades Unions 
as to the advisability of holding a 
conference of representatives of these 
organizations, for the purpose of pro- 
moting the interests of all. Pursuing 
that course and nearly all of the 
Building Trades Unions responding 
affirmatively, a conference was held 
in the early part of the year at In- 
dianapolis, Ind. preliminary practi- 
cal action was taken and it was de- 
cided to hold another conference at 
Pittsburg, Pa., a few months later.e 
That conference was also held, re- 
sulting in placing a number of organ- 
izers in the city and vicinity and the 
concentration of the effort to extend 
and build up the organizations in the 
Building Trades. Much good has re- 
sulted therefrom. 

A further dispute arose among the 
Building Trades unions, and the em- 
ploying builders in Washington, and 
for several months a contest has been 
in progress for the maintenance of 
union conditions and union shops. 
With almost unanimity the Building 
Trades unions maintained a solid 
front, the result of which has been 
that in nearly every instance success 
has attended the trade union effort, 
new agreements with employers oc- 
curring frequently, employers who 
were antagonistic to the Building 
Trades unions. Your officers have 


rendered every aid possible to achieve 
this success. 

At our August meeting representa- 
tives of the Structural Building Trades 
Alliance were present and expressed 
a desire for some better understand- 
ing between that Alliance and the 
American Federation of Labor, the 
City Central bodies and building 
trades sections connected with them. 
The matter was thoroughly discussed 
and it was decided that a committee 
of three of the Executive Council 
should meet a like committee of the 
Structural Building Trades Alliance 
for the purpose of considering these 
subjects further. President Gompers, 
Vice-Presidents Duncan and Huber 
were appointed as the committee to 
represent us, and they met Messrs. 
Kirby, Hannahan and Spencer in New 
York on October 26th. 


The meeting resolved itself into a 
conference of general consultation in 
which opinions were freely exchanged. 
Several suggestions were made for the 
solution of existing differences, but 
each seemed to meet with some ob- 
stacle. 


Without making any other recom- 
mendation upon the matter, we sug- 
gest that the entire subject matter be 
considered by the committee on 
Building Trades in consultation with 
the Executive Council, and that re- 
port be made thereon to this con- 
vention. 


FORMATION STATE FEDERATION 
—KANSAS. 


For some years an unsatisfactory 
condition prevailed in the labor move- 


.ment of Kansas, in so far as the gen- 


eral policy of the state organization 
was concerned. In a way it tended 
to thwart the real interests of the 
bona fide labor organizations of the 
state, weakened many, and others fell 
by the way. It is the negative policy 
which was pursured that took the 
spirit and enthusiasm out of the many 
men in the labor movement of the 
state. 


For a considerable period of time 
complaints of this situation were re- 
ceived. which increased as time went 
on. They urged the formation of a 
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bona fide State Federation of Labor 
attached to the American Federation 
of Labor, as the only means to revive 
the labor movement, to instill cour- 
age and enthusiasm among the men 
of labor of the state, to quicken and 
give confidence to the organized and 
unorganized, and be of great advan- 
tage to the wage earners of Kansas. 
Consequently, by reason of all which 
a convention was called, which was 
attended by a large number of rep- 
resentatives of the bona nae trade 
unions in the State. A State Feder- 
ation was formed. and words ot cum- 
mendation have been received by us 
in regard to the assistance we nuve 
rendered to accomplish that result. 
The American Federation of Labor 
shall continue to give the fullest pos- 
sible support in the widest extension 
and success of the Kansas State Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


FLINT GLASS WORKERS’ APPLI- 
CATION FOR CHARTER. 


Application for charter was re- 
ceived from the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union. At Minneapolis dur- 
ing the convention last year we gave 
several hearings to the representatives 
of that organization. The matter was 
gone into thoroughly and the follow- 
ing conclusion reached: 

“On the application of the Ameri- 
can Flint Glass Workers’ or america. 
for a charter. it was decided that 
charter be issued upon the condition 
that they refrain from making bottles 
and fruit jars, which constitute a 
class of work performed by the Glass 
Bottle Blowers Association. now affil- 
iated with the American Federation 
of Labor.” 

Copy of this was furnished to the 
representatives of the organization in 
question. and the following answer 
received: 

“Minneapolis, Minn, Nov. 22, 1906. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 
Secretary American Federation of 
Labor. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

We have decided to accept and 
hereby apply for said charter in ac- 
cordance with the terms of your let- 
ter of the 19th instant, and, accord- 
tingly, we hereby request that we be 


seated as delegates to the A. F. of L. 

convention now in session. 
Fraternally yours, 

T. W. ROWE, 

JNO. F. TOBIN, 

T. J. CONBOY.” 


(Signed.) 


Of course, it was out of the ques- 
tion to comply with the request to 
seat the delegates in the Minneapolis 
convention, for the constitution of the 
Federation provides that for an or- 
ganization to be entitled to represen- 
tation it must have held its charter 
thirty days prior to the convention. 

In regard to the acceptance of the 
conditions upon which ‘he charter 
should be issued, we decided that a 
conference should be held at Wash- 
ington, D. C., on or before January 
15th between the representatives of 
the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association 
and the representatives of the Amer- 
ican Flint Glass Workers’ U:.ion for 
the purpose of perfecting an agree- 
ment in accordance with the decis- 
ion. Considerable difficulty was ex- 
perienced in securing the consent of 
the representatives of the Flint Glass 
Workers to attend a conference? for 
the purpose of carrying into effect 
the agreement they hai declared they 
were ready to accept. Finally, the 
latter part of April the conference 
was held at headquarters in which 
President Gomners participated, but 
no agreement was reached, the rep- 
resentatives vf the Flint Glass Work- 
ers refusing to comply with the con- 
ditions set forth in our decision g:ven 
at Minneapolis, and which we repeat 
were accepted by them in their letter 
already quoted. As a °onsequence 
of the action to which we have re- 
ferred, we declined to issue the char- 
ter. 

The application for charter was 
renewed later. We directed that the 
matter could not be considered unless 
the decision was complied with, that 
is, that the American Flint Glass 
Workers turn over the bottle and 
fruit jar factories which rightfully 
come under the jurisdiction of the 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 


CITY CENTRAL BODIES. 


Central Federated Union, New York. 
As per the instructions of the last 
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convention communication was had 
with the Central Federatedc Union of 
New York, with a view of having that 
magnificent central body conform to 
the general policy and best interests 
of the international trade urivom 
movement; at the same time build- 
ing up the best spirit of unity and 
solidarity in the local movement. 

We beg to report that after con- 
siderable correspondence vy Presli- 
dent Gompers, it was finally agreed 
that a committee of the Execcutive 
Council meet a committee of the New 
York Central Federated Union wilh 
such local, isolated or international 
unions ag were affected, for the pur- 
pose of endeavoring to bring about 
the best results to the local and gen- 
eral movement. Vice-Presidents )un- 
can and .O’Connell and Secretary Mor- 
rison represented the A. F. of L. 

The conference lasted three days. 
Some agreements were reached and 
several decisions rendered, and all 
agred to by the representatives of the 
A. F. of L., the C. F. U. ana the cther 
organizations interested. The full re- 
port thereof was published on pages 
349-350 of the May issue of the 
American Federationist. These agree- 
ments and decisions were approved 
and endorsed by the entire Executive 
Council. As a result thereof a better 
and more fraternal spirit permeates 
the rank and file of the Central Fed- 
eration Union of New York, and we 
look forward to a still further un- 
ification of all the forces of organ- 
ized labor of that metropolis to the 
attainment of which every assistance 
should be rendered. 

In connection with the city central 
bodies we can report that there is 
now ‘a greater common polity and 
policy pursued among our 
workers throughout the continent. All 
are realizing better now than ever be- 
fore that the sole aim and purpose 
of the American Federation of Labor 
and its Executive Council tn. their 
course toward the central bodies is to 
be helpful to them in every way with- 
in our power. 

We aim to give the central bodies 
the largest possible latitude for the 
determination of their local affairs, 
but in order to obtain the greatest 
amount of efficiency in safeguarding 


fellow ¢ 
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and promoting the interests of labor 
in the several localities, some uniform 
course must be pursued, particularly 
in so far as the general principles and 
interests of labor and the labor move- 
ment are concerned. 

City Central—Columbus, O. 

For some time past a spirit mani- 
fested itself in the Columbus Trades 
and Labor Assembly to antagonize 
any essential feature for which the 
American Federation of Labor de- 
clared. No interference was attempt- 
ed or contemplated with its course 
until there was a direct, flagrant vio- 
lation of the American Federation 
of Labor decision. the constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor 
and the decision of the last conven- 
tion. 

Complaint wags made that the Co- 
lumbus central body had seated a 
dual and rival union composed of 
engineers and firemen working in the 
breweries, dual and rival to the bona 
fide unions of engineers and firemen 
chartered by the international unions 
of their respective trades. These com- 
plaints were brought to the attention 
of the Trades and Labor Assembly 
with a view to their rectification. In- 
stead of complying with the law and 
decision as requested, the entire sub- 
ject was peremptorily “lala upon the 
table.” The central body was again 
advised that compliance was request- 
ed and that for a failure to so com- 
ply, its charter would be revoked. 
This, too, was treated in a similar 
manner. 

We desire to call your attention to 
the decision of the last convention, 
and which formed the basis of in- 
structions to your Executive Council. 
They are as follows: 

“It shall be the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Federation and 
all national, international, state, city 
central and local unions affiilated to 
the American Federation of Labor to 
‘exert every influence and power at 
their command to make the above 
decision operative and effective.” 

The law upon the subject is found 
in Article II, Section 1, which reads 
as follows: 

“No Central Labor Union, or any 
other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain in their councils 
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delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, national or international, hos- 
tile to any affiliated organization or 
that has been suspended or expelled 
by, or not conected with, a national 
or international organization of their 
trade herein affiliated, under penalty 
of having their charter revoked for 
violation of their charter, subject to 
appeal to the next convention.” 


We desire to quote further the fur- 
ther instructions of the last conven- 
tion: 

“The Executive Council is instruct- 
ed to rigidly enforce the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor, gov- 
erning the action of central poales 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Any central body fail- 
ing to comply with the laws shall 
have its charter revoked.” 


Finding the Columbs Trades and 
Labor Assembly in no n.cvd to in any 
way conform to the laws or the de- 
clsions of the American Federation 
of Labor, we could find no alterna- 
tive but to apply the penalty the 
American Federation of Labor pro- 
vided, and whose purpose you in- 
structed the Executive Council to en- 
force. The charter of the Columbus, 
O., Trades and Labor Assembly was 
therefore, revoked and a new central 
body formed under the name and 
title of “‘The Columbus Federation of 
Labor.”” The Columbus Federation of 
Labor is composed of a number of 
unions formerly part of the old Trades 
and Labor Assembly, and a number 
of other untons which formally refused 
to become part of that body for sev- 
eral reasons, among which are some 
of the causes enumerated above. . 


We were quite convinced that no 
other course than the one we pursued 
in the premises was at all possible, 
consistent with the best interests of 
labor of Columbus, and of the entire 
country. 


NEW ORLEANS SITUATION. 

In New Orleans, the officers of the 
Brewery Workers deliberately under- 
took to run directly counter to the 
spirit and purpose of the Minneapolis 
decision. The brewery proprietors, 
had agreements with the unions of 


engineers, firemen and teamsters be- 
longing to the International Unions 
of their respective trades. The Brew- 
ery Workers’ Union’s representatives 
endeavored to have employers break 
their existing agreements and to enter 
into agreements with the Brewery 
Workers’ Union, covering engineers, 
firemen, and teamsters whom they 
claimed were members of their un-- 
ions. Upon the employing brewers 
refusing to break their agreements, 
officers of the Brewery Workers’ Un- 
ion called their brewery workers 
proper out on strike, to enforce this 
position. Seeing the injustice of this 
position, the largest portion of the 
brewery workers proper declined to 
respond, and these, together with 
other brewery workmen formed a un- 
ion and applied to us for a charter. 
No action upon this application has 
thus far been taken. 

These facts are recited to dissipate 
any notion that either the Executive 
Council, organizers, or other organi- 
zations or representatives of the 
American Federation of Labor acted 
other than upon the decisions of the 
American Federation of Labor, or 
other than upon the principles o1 the 
best interests of labor. 

During the entire procedure, the 
New Orleans Central Trades and La- 
bor Council aided to the fullest extent 
in carrying out the decision rendered 
by the American Federation of Labor, 
in the controversy between tne Inter- 
national Unions of Engineers, Firemen 
Teamsters and Brewery -Workers. 


BREWERY WORKERS’ 
CHARTER REVOKED. 


UNION 


The Minneapolis convention had un- 
der consideration the controversy be- 
tween the International Unien of 
Steam Engineers, the International 
Brotherhood of Stationary ‘tiremen, 
the International 3rotherhood of 
Teamsters, and the International Un- 
ion of United Brewery Workmen. 
Mere mention of the contest was made 
in the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil. That, together with resolution 
No. 33 by Delegate Gustave Dihle of 
the Detroit Federation of Labor Res- 
olution No. 40 by Delegate Charles 
Muendlin of the Belleville Trades and 
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Labor Assembly, and Resolution No. 
127 by the delegations from the Team- 
sters, Engineers and Firemen’s In- 
ternational Unions, were all referred 
to the grievance committee of that 
convention, which gave the subject 
matter of the controversy its fullest 
consideration and subsequently sub- 
mitted the following report: 

“Your committee endeavored to 
have the representatives of the above 
organizations try and agree among 
themselves on a settlement of their 
differences, We believe that the hest 
interests of the rank and file of those 
organizations would be protected and 
promoted, if the Engineers, Firemen 
and Brewery Workers could mutually 
agree on a reasonable basis of a set- 
tlement of their differences. ‘he rep- 
resentatives of these organizations 
failing to reach an agreement, vour 
committee recommends the _ follow- 
ing. 

1. All brewery employes now mem- 
bers of the United Brewery Work- 
men’s Union may remain such pro- 
vided that such members of said 
United Brewery Workmen’s Union as 
are now employed as engineers, fire- 
men and teamsters may withdraw 
from that organization ana Join their 
respective unions, representing these 
crafts, without prejudice or discrim- 
ination on the part of their former 
associates. 

2. Hereafter the Untre¢ Brewery 
Workmen’s Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all appli- 
cants, members of thees trades, to the 
respective organizations of these 
trades, now affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. where such 
organizations exist. 

3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regula- 
tions made by that organization of 
which the majority of the members 
of the respective crafts employed in 
each brewery are members. 

4. Whenever a majority 6f men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, 
the organization or organizationg rep- 
resenting such majority shall appoint 
a committee to act cojointly with the 


- 


United Brewery Workmen's Union in 
any negotiations which may arise 
with the employers, provided that the 
United Brewery Workmen shall have 
equal representation with all the other 
organizations in joint conference. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Federation and 
all Nationa’, Irternational, State, City 
Central and Local Unions affiliated 
With the Amcrican Federatioa of La- 
bor to exert every influence and power 
at their command to make the above 
decision operative and effective. 

6. Any of the organizations inter- 
ested in this controversy violating the 
provisions of this report, the Hxecu- 
tive Council is instructed to imme- 
diately revoke the charter or charters 
of the organization or organizations 
violating this decision.” 


It will be observed that the first 
recommendation of the committee 
provided that “all employes now 


members of the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union may remain such.” 
That distinctly provided that all en- 
gineers, firemen and teamsters who 
were members of the United Brewery 
workmen at that time could, if they so 
desired, remain members thereof. We 
make mention of this provision of the 
report because we have reason to be- 
lieve this provision of the decision 
has never been properly or fully been 
presented to the consideration of the 
members of the United Brewery 
Workmen’s International Union. 
Within a short period after the 
close of the convention charges were 
made by the International Union of 
Steam Engineers and the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary fire- 


‘men that the United Brewery Work- 


men had flagrantly violated the de- 
cision of previous conventions and 
particularly that of the Minneapolis 
convention. All parties were advised 
that the subject matter would come 
up for a hearing at the meeting of 
the Executive Council at the head- 
quarters of the American Federation 
of Labor at Washington, D. C., on 
March 18th. Several days were con- 
sumed in taking testimony and hear- 
ing arguments. 

It was clearly proven, and not de- 
nied, that the decision of the con 
vention had been violated, and on the 
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part of the _ representatives of the 
Brewery Workmen it was declared 
that that organization would not abide 
by the decision. 

We endeavored to effect some har- 
monious agreement between the con- 
tending parties but failed, and in view 
of the convention’s instructions, as 
follows: “Any of the organizations 
interested in this controversy violat- 
ing the provisions of this report, the 
Executive Council is instructed to im- 
mediately revoke the charter or char- 
ters of the organization or organiza- 
tions violating this decision,” we 


- adopted the following preamble and 


resolutions: 

“Whereas, The testimony presented 
to the Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. in the contention over jurisdic- 
tion of employment in breweries shows 
conclusively that the Brewery Work- 
ers have violated the decision of the 
Minneapolis A. F. of L. Convention, 
but that said violation in some part 
was performed because of an alleged 
conception of said decision by the 
Brewery Workers which neither the 
action nor intention of the Minneapo- 
lis convention, or the language of said 
decision if fairly interpreted warrants, 
therefore, 

“Resolved, That giving an old affil- 
iated body the benefit of the doubt 
the Brewery Workers be informed it is 
the decision of the Executive Council 
that their actions violative of the 
Minneapolis decision would ordinarily 
merit immediate enforcement of the 
penalty in Section 6, of said decision 
but in order to prevent dismember-- 
ment if possible and because of the 
vestige of doubt above referred to the 
Brewery Workers are informed that 
the Minneapolis decision provides that 
in localities where there are locals 
of engineers, firemen or teamsters the 
Brewery Workers are forbidden to ac- 
cept application for membership from 
men following the three occupations 
named, but shall refer same to the 
respective local of these trades, and 
that this applies to new as well as 
to old breweries. 

“Resolved, That the Brewery Work- 
ers through their Executive Board be 
ealled upon to inform the President 
of the A. F. of L. by May 1, 1907, of 
their adherence to the decision of the 


Minneapolis Convention as herewith 
contained and explained, including 
transference of such members as they 
may have accepted in violation of 
same since adjournment of that con- 
vention, to their respective organiza- 
tions; and for failure to do so, said 
Brewery Workers be and are hereby 
informed their charter stands revoked 
June 1, 1907, as per Section 6 of said 
decision, and that said Brewery Work- 
ers be and are hereby informed that 
their failure to so comply has by their 
own action worked the revocation of 
their charter.” 

It will be observed that we gave 
ample time for the Brewery Wori- 
men’s officers to consult the member- 
ship by a referendum vote, and thus 
afford the fullest opportunity for 
compliance with the decision of the 
Minneapolis. convention. We repeat 
that we are authentically advised that 
the members of the Brewery Workmen 
did not have submitted to them the 
question of the intent and purpose 
of the Minneapolis decision which 
provides that the engineers, firemen 
and teamsters now members of the 
Brewery Workmen’s organization 
might if they so desired, retain their 
membership therein, but that the sub- 
ject submitted was substantially, 
“shall the Brewery Workmen surren- 
der the engineers, firemen and team- 
sters?”’ 

On May Ist a telegram was re- 
ceived by President Gompers from 
Secretary Kemper of the Brewery 
Workers stating that definite answer 
could not then be made for the rea- 
son that the membership had not yet 
concluded the vote upon the subject. 
In a letter dated May 29, received 
May 30, Secretary Kemper notified 
President Gompers that the Brewery 
Workers’ Union had decided not to 
abide by the decision. Therefore, and 
in compliance with the decision of 
the Mennapolis convention and the 
time set for the enforcement thereof, 
the charter held by the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen 
was revoked. 

In the latter of May 29, already 
referred to, protest was made against 
the revocation of the charter. 
CARPENTERS—WOOD WORKERS. 

The agreement reached between the 
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representatives of the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union 
and the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America at 
Minneapolis, and ratified by the con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of ..Labor, had for its purpose amal- 
gamation. The officers submitted the 
agreement to a referendum vote of 
the membership of«each'of their re- 
spective organizations. We have been 
officiatly informed by the U. B. of 
Carpenters that the membership rati- 
fied the agreement. and also have 
been informed that the membership 
of the Wood Workers have rejected it. 

In connection with this matter, 
your attention should be called to the 
fact that we have received a number 
of communications from an Employ- 
ers’ Association in behalf of a com- 
pany conducting a wood working es- 
tablishment and also from several 
different wood-working concerns in- 
sisting upon some definite course in 
order that they may conform thereto, 
be safeguarded from the results of 
contests by reason of the rival claims 
of each organization and conduct 
union establishments. This matter is 
reported to you and should receive 
your very serious and careful consid- 
eration and action. 


METAL LATHERS—BRIDGE AND 
STRUCTURAL IRON WORK- 
ERS. 





In considering Resolution No. 21 of 
the Minneapolis convention, we sus- 
tained ‘the’ claim of jurisdiction made 
by the Wood, Wire and Metal Lath- 
ers’ International Union. Further the 
attention of the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers’ International Associa- 
tion was called to the change made 
in the constitution of that organiza- 
tion, by which its jurisdiction was 
extended over ‘all wire work,” with- 
out notice of its intention being 
lodged with the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. Repre- 
sentatives of the two organizations 
have corresponded with Vice-Presi- 
dent O’Connell and met in confer- 
ence. It is hoped and believed that 
a mutually satisfactory understand- 
ing, if not already, will speedily be 
reached, 


PROCEEDINGS 


PAPER MAKERS—PULP AND SUL- 
PHITE WORKERS. 


Pursuant to the instructions given 
by the Minneapolis convention, the 
application for charter by the Pulp 
and Sulphite Workers’ organization 
was not granted, but during the en- 
tire year we continued our efforts to 
bring about a better understanding, 
amalgamation or argreement between 


that organization and the United 
Brotherhood of Paper Makers of 
America. 


Secretary Morrison was appointed 
to attend the 
organizations, which were held at 
Northampton, Mass., on June 24, and 
although he succeeded in having the 
committees of the two organizations 
meet in conference, yet no_ results 
for harmony or amalgamation were 
achieved. 


CEMENT WORKERS—HOD CAR- 
RIERS AND BUILDING LA- 
BORERS. 


At the last convention, the delegates 
from the Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers made complaint against the 


Hod Carriers and Building Laborers | 


International Union. The convention 
directed that conference should be 
held between the representatives of 
the two organizations and a repre- 
sentative of the American Federation 
of Labor for the purpose of reaching 
some basis of agreement. After re- 
peated efforts, a conference was fin- 
ally secured but no agreement or 
understanding was reached except 
that the contending parties would 
bring the subject matter of conten- 
tion to this convention. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS—AMERI- 
CAN TELEPHONE AND TEL- 
EGRAPH COMPANY. 


In pursuance to instrucctions given 
by the Minneapolis convention, Reso- 
lution 149, we authorized President 
Gompers' to confer with President 
McNulty of the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers with a view of reme- 
dying the grievances about which 
complaint was made; that is, the dis- 
crimination and unfair treatment 
shown by the American Telephone 


conventions of both - 
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and Telegraph Company. Consider- 
able correspondence was had with 
former President Fish of this com- 
pany. He resigned from that posi- 
tion, however, and when his succes- 
sor took charge, the correspondence 
with additional letters was brought 
to his attention. Finally an inter- 
view was held in Boston in which 
Mr. Gompers, Mr. McNulty and Mr. 
Laughlin, of the Electrical Workers’ 
Executive Board participated with 
Mr. Vail, the successor to Mr. Fish. 


The whole matter was fully dis- 
cussed and Mr. Vail agreed to make 
an investigation of the matter, and 
so far as he could, remedy any justi- 
fiable complaint, provided the com- 
plaints were set forth in writing and 
placed before him. This was done. 
However, considerable time elapsed 
before a reply was received from Mr. 
Vail. Another letter was addressed 
to him asking him to give this mat- 
ter his attention. He replied that he 
had given it his consideration, and 
that he found no discrimination; that 
the treatment accorded the electrical 
workers did not depend upon their 
membership or non-membership in a 
union. Since then, however, the dis- 
crimination by several of the sub 
companies has been repeated, and in 
one instance, particularly at Newark, 
N. J., accentuated, a number of the 
men being peremptorily informed that 
unless they within a few days severed 
their connection -with the organization 
they would be discharged. 


This matter was communicated to 
President Vail, and a reply has been 
received from him in which he says 
that the complaint made as to the 
treatment accorded the men at New- 
ark, N. J., is a local matter, and one 
for the atention of the New York 
and New Jersey Telephone Company, 
but for his own satisfaction he will 
make an investigation. It is the in- 
tention, however, of the officers of the 
Electrical Workers to insist upon the 
right of the men in the electrical 
trade to organize for their common 
protection, and this without let or. 
hindrance of employers, and in this 
purpose it is our aim to render them 
every assistance within our power. ‘ 


ADVERTISING UNION LABEL 


PRODUCTS. 


The Minneapolis convention, by 
Resolution No. 6, directed the Execu- 
tive Council to arrange a systematic 
campaign of advertising among its 
affiliated organizations, suggestions 
that will tend to indirectly encourage 
the demand for the union label pro- 
ducts that are not directly used or 
consumed by members of organized 
labor. We referred this matter to 
President Gompers at our August 
meeting. He made the following re- 
port upon the entire subject, which 
we decided should be made part of 
our report to this convention. It is 
as follows: 

“The scope involved in these instruc- 
tions is extremely broad, and really 
embraces two separate and distinct 
propositions. The first directs the 
Council ‘to arrange a systematic cam- 
paign of advertising, etc.,”’ without 
specifically authorizing the Council to 
incur the necessary expense, or mak- 
ing suitable provision for the use of 
funds to enable us to intelligently 
finance such an expense that a cam- 
paign of that character would require. 
Therefore, we have not taken any 
definite steps to incur additional ex- 
pense in this direction, but we have 
urged our general and local organ- 


‘ izers to greater endeavors in stimulat- 


ing patronage of all union label pro- 
ducts. 

The second part of -the resolution 
ealls for “suggestions that will tend 
to indirectly encourage the demand 
for union label products that are not 
directly used or consumed by mem- 
bers of organized labor.” 

In line with that thought we have 
been governed by three important 
principles, viz: efficiency, economy, 
and the application of more thorough 
and up-to-date methods among those 
members of organized labor who are 
active in the field as salaried organ- 
izers, and those who are responsible in 
local affairs as volunteer local organ- 
izers, secretaries and business agents 
of city central bodies, coupled with 
a due measure of adequate compensa- 
tion for the’ services of the latter 
while engaged in duties of the char- 
acter required. 
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In order to properly understand the 
magnitude of this proposition it is 
essential to first remember that, ‘“ad- 
vertising campaigns’ cost money and 
a great deal of it; business on a large 
scale becomes successfully established 
only when it is liberally advertised. 
Second, successful advertising is an 
art which requires study, and adver- 


tising solicitors, capable of netting 
satisfactory returns command high 
salaries. Third, in order to obtain 


the best results advertising must be 
persistently maintained, and the field 
of operations constantly extended un- 
til the thing or even the idea adver- 


tised becomes a familiar household 
topic, and even then it still requires 
regular public notice, and personal 


urging, to increase or retain the vol- 
ume of its patronage. 

These observations are made not 
to create doubt or fear as to the feas- 


ibility of the practical value of the 
resolution, but for the purpose of 
stimulating the talents and acumen 


of the rank and file in our movement, 

I, therefore, offer a series of sugges- 
tions, which, after deliberate consid- 
eration, appear to me as the most’ 
practical with which to commence 
operations. 

In order ‘‘to arrange a systematic 
campaign of advertising,’’ more con- 
centration of energy and a greater 
devotion to purpose is necessary on 
the part of the organizations owning 
union labels, and each organization 
so interested should adopt ways and 
means to provide a special Union 
Label Advertising Fund ample _ to 
meet all contingencies. This they can 
do either by a system of regular label 
assessments, or by methodically set-- 


ting aside a stipulated percentage of ' 


the payments by the locals to the na- 
tional or international office. 

In some occupations where it could 
be satisfactorily and prudently § ar- 
ranged without inviting the possibil- 
ity of presumed discrimination in 
favor of one employer as against an- 
other, the employers might co-oper- 
ate in the maintenance of some spe- 
cial Union’ Label Advertising Funds. 

The national or international offi- 
cers could establish a rigid and meth- 
odical system of bookkeeping for this 
special fund, so as to be able at any 


time to accurately account for the 
income and expense. In addition to 
this they could maintain a detailed 
record that will enable them to as-- 
certain what intrinsic benefits are be- 
ing obtained as it relates to the 
growth and stability of the organiza- 
tion. They could be especially watch- 
ful of the markets and note with pre- 
cision the number of labels issued, so 
they could furnish reliable statstical 
data, and prove to their own satisfac- 
tion and the general enlightenment 
of the organized labor movement 
whether the money so expended was 
a profitable investment. 

The funds for this work on the 
plan outlined to commence with, 
would naturally be limited, as it is 
anticipated some organizations might 
not agree with the propositions, and 
others would be handicapped in va- 
rious ways and unable to make the 
necessary financial arrangements; but 
as time and experience proved the 
value of the efforts the funds among 
each would increase from the natural 
force of circumstances and examples 
wf sucess, gained by other organiza- 
tions. 

As to the methods of using tivese 
funds to the best advantage, the most 
successful and business-like wouid be 
to engage an expert advertising man- 
ager, furnish him with technical in- 
formation so that he could become 
familiar with the details of the merits 
of the articles manufactured under 
union conditions; and thus’ enable 
him to prepare his advertisements tn 
the most artistic and scientific man- 
ner. 

Each of the general and volunteer 
organizers could be directed to report 
to him on all label matters and carry 
out his instructions. He could be 
privileged to arrange such salaries or 
commissions with the local organi- 
zers as he and they would agree pon, 
subject to approval of the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. The gen- 
eral organizers drawing a salary from 
the A. F. of L., or their respective 
organizations would be no additional 
expense at first, but in proportion as 
their services became more valuable 
their compensation could be adjusted 
by the organizations employing them. 

To obtain the services of such an 
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expert it would be necessary to Lay 
him well, but the instructions he 
would impart and the daiscipline he 
would establish among the general 
and local organizers might be the 
most protitable investment in the end, 
because the organizers would become 
more expert and more enthusiastic 
as they met with success; and the sys- 
tem would become- general, more 
readily adaptable and finally self- 
sustaining. 

In the event that this proposition 
is not acceptable then another plan 
is submitted. Groups of label occu- 
pations that are the most nearly re- 
lated industrially could merge their 
special funds for the increased sale 
of their label products, and select a 
label agent from their own ranks or 
from the commercial world and con- 
duct the work in the most practical 
way suitable to their means and in- 
clinations. This group method would 
be productive of a variety of plans, 
specialized according to economic 
needs, and the best results could be 
communicated to the other groups so 
that a rivalry would be possible and 
constant improvement and advance- 
ment would result. But this plan 
would be expensive, slow and tedious, 
but it would generate ingenuity, re- 
sorcefulness, self-reliance and _ busi- 
ness capacity among trade unionists, 
that would eventually be of tremen- 
dous and significant value to organ- 
ized labor. 

There is still one other method 
open, practically a resort to first prin- 
ciples, the first cost of which would 
be smaller and in due course of time 
if persisted in would finally develop 
into a valuable system. It would be 
slow, much slower than either of the 
other plans previously submitted. If 
neither plan be acceptable, I submit 
to your consideration the following 
as an experiment; that is, that the 
President and the Executive Council 
be directed to select a union label 
agent, to be located at the A. F. of 
L. headquarters to conduct the busi- 
ness as it develops, and the union 
label organizations to furnish all the 
necessary expense, literature and in- 
structions to the men in the field and 
bear the expense of adequate com- 
pensation for results obtained by the 


field workers. In the last analysis 
the general organizers of the A, F. of 
L., the volunteer local organizers, the 
secretaries, the business agents, and 
the organization committees or tine 
central labor unions must be the men 
depended upon to carry on the work 
and maintain the enthusiasm. Under 
this system the national officers and , 
the special organizers of each label 
organization would be expected to be 
chiefly responsible for the wisest di- 
rection of their own trade interests, 

“There is no question but that if the 
active workers in each locality were 
intelligently trained and prompted, 
furnished with suitable and sufficient 
literature, urged from a central point 
at regular intervals, and financially 
encouraged for actual results by the 
label trades benefitted, that the situa- 
tion would improve and the returns 
prove encouraging. Merchants who 
now are totally ignorant of the trade 
union movement would become en- 
lightened, and be persuaded to carry 
stocks of union label products. wher 
properly directed how and where to 
obtain them by the local label agents 
making regular calls, discussing the 
subject, leaving names of manufac- 
turers, soliciting orders, demanding 
products, posting display notices 
where the public could see them, 
holding special union label meetings 
and exerting themselves in every hon- 
orable business way to bring the no- 
tice of the general public to the 
great fact that a wholesome patron- 
age of union label products means 
proficiency and protection to all 
American homes.” 


UNION LABEL LAW DIGEST. 

We desire to report that during the 
year we have given’ considerable 
thouught and discussion to the matter 
of having a compilation made of the 
label laws of the various __ states 
throughout the union; that is, a union 
label law digest containing a copy of 
every label law in the various states, 
an outline of the proper mode of pro- 
cedure in instituting cases of prose- 
cution for counterfeiting of the label, 
use of imitations, ete., and a digest 
of all favorable decisions in label 
cases. 

Sixty-five of the international un- 
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ions affiliated to the American Feder- 
ation of Labor use labels, cards or 
emblems of some character distinc- 
tive of their trade which have been 
endorsed by the A. F, of L. 

The matter was taken up by cor- 
respondence with these organizations 
so as to ascertain whether they ap- 
proved the plan suggested, and if so, 
whether they would be willing to 
share their pro rata of the expense 
incurred in getting out such a com- 
pilation. 

While not all of these organizations 
have expressed themselves upon the 
subject, yet a number have advised 
us that they favor the proposition; 
others that the matter will have to 
be taken up by their Executive Boards 
or their annual conventions, and still 
others who do not favor the plan. 
This entire correspondence will be 
placed in the hands of the appropriate 
committee to which this matter will 
be referred. This entire matter is 
submitted to you for your advice as 
to the action you desire. 


UNION LABEL DIRECTORIES. 

The last convention recom- 
mended that the suggestion should 
be made to all affiliated central labor 
unions that they should obtain a list 
of all union-labeled articles handled 
by merchants in their respective local- 
ities, this to be published from time 
to time in a pocket-size union label 
bulletin. It is gratifying to report 
that a number of central bodies have 
carried this recommendation into ef- 
fect, and many others have signified 
their intention of so doing. 


UNIFORM DESIGN OF ALL UNION 
LABELS. 

We reported to the Minneapolis 
Convention that very few of the in- 
ternational unions using union labels 
favored abandoning their own labels 
for the purpose of adopting a uni- 
versal label and that upon the prop- 
osition to use some universal design, 
the seal or label of the A. F. of L. 
upon the labels of international 
unions, 33 of the 66 union label or- 
ganizations made replies: 

In favor, 11. 

Opposed, 11. 

Undecided, 11. 

The entire subject was further con- 


sidered at the conference of the rep- 
resentatives of the union label or- 
ganizations, during the Minneapolis 
Convention. The representatives of 
that conference adopted a motion ex- 
pressing the belief that the subject 
is worthy of further attention and 
recommending that it receive careful 
consideration for another year and 
that it be again taken up at this 
convention, 

We, therefore, recommend that 
Treasurer Lennon and Vice-President 
Valentine arrange for another confer- 
ence of the delegates of all interna- 
tional unions issuing union labels and 
final report upon the subject to be 
made to this convention at the earliest 
date possible. 


LABOR’S MEMORIAL DAY. 


We have long considered and gave ._ 


more serious attention in the past 
year, to the matter of establishing a 
Labor’s Memorial Day; a day upon 
which the men and women of labor 
in every section of the country, might 
meet, and by appropriate ceremonies, 
pay the tribute of honor and respect 
to those who served their fellows in 
the great humane work of the labor 
movement. but who have gone to the 
great beyond. 

Apart from a national general Mem- 
orial Day, there are a number of as- 
sociations and fraternities which have 
designated special memorial days in 
honor of their departed associates, 
We believe that there is no cause so 
far-reaching in its benign influences 
and its beneficent results, not only to 
labor, but to the human family, as the 
labor movement of our country and 
our time. Surely then it is but mete 


‘that the men and women who have 


done so much in the interest of the 
people should linger with us in fond 
remembrance, that we may not only 
pay appropriate tribute to our honored 
‘dead, but also that it may prove an 
inspiration to the living now and for 
the future. 

There are a number of organiza- 
tions which observe a memorial day, 
some celebrating it the second Mon- 
day in May of each year, and others 
the first Sunday in Decemper. De- 
sirous of obtaining a consensus of 
opinion, we authorized President 
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Gompers to correspond with a num- 
ber of internatoinal unions. The ma- 
jority of them express themselves fa- 
vorable to the observance of a Labor’s 
Memorial Day, though indicating no 
special time. 

We, therefore, recommend to this 
Convention that it declare in favor of 
the general annual observance of La- 
bor’s Memorial Day, and we further 
recommend that this Convention 
designate the day to be so observed. 


A. F. OF L. EXHIBIT AT JAMES- 
TOWN EXPOSITION. 


The Minneapolis Convention direct- 
ed that the American Federation of 
Labor should make an exhibit at the 
Jamestown Exposition including an 
exhibit of union-made and union-la- 
beled products. As you are aware 
these instructions were carried out 
and our exhibit has elicited commend- 
ation and praise from all quarters. 
The matter is covered in detail in the 
President’s report to this Convention. 


LINCOLN’S MEMORIAL FARM AS- 
SOCIATION. 


The life work of Lincoln, the les- 
sons of his lifework furnish not only 
the highest justification of the great 
purposes of the labor movement, but 
they are also an inspiration to all 
mankind w.o love their fellows and 
aim to serve them. 

An association was formed some 
time ago which acquired by purchase, 
the home and farm where the great 
Lincoln was born. The farm is to be 
transformed into a park as a perpet- 
ual monument to the great com- 
moner, Abraham Lincoln. This as- 
sociation will obtain as many as pos- 
sible of the works and relics of Lin- 
coln and these will be retained in the 
Lincoln Home for the stuay and ob- 
servation of all who may visit there. 
The Lincoln Farm Memorial Associa- 
tion is organized to erect a perpetual 
monument to the memory of the great 
Lincoln; a monument in keeping with 
the characteristics of the man who 
stood foremost in defense of the rights 
and liberties of the people. 

The representatives of the associa- 
tion have been offered by a few men 
of wealth sufficient funds, but they 


prefer that the Lincoln Farm Mem- 
orial shall be the gift of all the peo- 
ple of the country. They have ap- 
pealed with considerable success to 
several organizations, and have asked 
the co-operation of the American 
Federation of Labor. The purpose 
impressed us as being so worthy that 
we endorsed the project and recom- 
mend its approval to this Convention. 


PLEDGED TO RUSSIAN FREEDOM. 


We desire to report that at our 
meeting last March the official repre- 
sentatives of the movement for the 
freedom of Russia’s workmen were 
present, Messrs. Aladyn and Tchykov- 
sky and requested the active as- 
sistance of the organized workmen of 
America in their efforts to secure re- 
forms in the land of the Czar. What 
they particularly desire and aim to 
secure are political amnesty, revision 
of all exceptional laws, a responsible 
ministry, and the introduction of ele- 
mentary constitutional government. 

These matters were discussed at 
length, and the preambles and reso- 
lutions adopted were published in the 
May, 1907, issue of the “American 
Federationist.”’ 

We urge the approval of this Con- 
vention of the action we took in this 
matter. 


CONSTITUTIONS OF NATIONAL 
UNIONS PRINTED IN SPANISH. 


The last convention adopted a res- 
olution requesting that all national 
unions whose trades are represented 
in Porto Rico should have their con- 
stitutions printed in the Spanish lkan- 
guage so as to facilitate the work of 
organizing the wage-earners of that 
island. This matter was given prompt 
attention, and we are gratified to re- 
port that a number of national unions 
signified their intention of acting in 
conformity with the recommendation. 
We would again recommend to those 
national unions whose trades are rep- 
resented in Porto Rico and which 
have thus far not had their constitu- 
tions printed in the Spanish language 
that they do so at the earliest time 
possible. 

LEGISLATION. 


The Legislative interests of our fel- 











88s REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


low workers were looked after by 
Thomas F. Tracy and Arthur E. 
Holder. Several of the members of 
- the Executive Council also aided in 
this work. The report of the Legisla- 
tive Committee was published in the 
April issue of the “American Fed- 
erationist.”’ We succeeded in de- 
feating the Anti-Compulsory Pilotage 
Bill, advocatecé by Mr. Littlefield of 
Maine and also the Ship Subsidy Bill. 

Resolution No. 98 of the last Con- 
vention called for a federal investi- 
gation of the industrial conditions of 
women and child workers in the 
United States. A measure was passed 
by Congress, whereby the investiga- 
tion will be conducted under the su- 
pervision of the Commissioner of La- 
bor. 

Resolutions Nos. 67 and 101 of the 
last Convention dealt with the wages 
and working conditions of the Post 
Office Clerks and others employed in 
the mail service. The following classi- 
fication of clerks and carriers was 
finally enacted into law: 

That after June 30, 1907, clerks in 
offices of the first and second class, 
and carriers in the city delivery ser- 
vice, shall be divided into six grades, 
as follows: First grade, salary $600 
per annum; second grade, $800° 


third grade, $900; fourth’ grade, 
$1,000. fifth grade, $1,100; sixth 
grade, $1,200. Clerks and carriers at 
first-class offices shall be promoted 


successively to the fifth grade, and 
clerks and carriers of second-class of- 
fices shall be promoted successively to 
the fourth grade. That after June 
30, 1907, all promotions of both clerks 
and carriers, shall be made at the be- 
ginning of the quarter following the 
expiration of a year’s service in the 
next lower grade. 

During the closing hours of Con- 
gress, a law was enacted, limiting the 
hours of labor of railroad employes 
not. to exceed sixteen consecutive 
hours, such employes not required or 
permitted to again go on duty until 
he has had at least ten consecutive 
hours off duty. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor Legislative Commit- 
tee co-operated with the legislative 
representative of the Railroad Proth- 
erhoods in securing the enactment of 
this measure, and while it is not all 


that might be asked for, it is a begin- 
ning in the right direction. 

The legislative matters are reported 
in greater detail in the President’s 
report to this Convention. -We strong- 
ly advise that these matters receive 
your thoughtful consideration and ac- 
tion. If a greater degree of success is 
to be achieved you must plainly man- 
ifest your purpose. This will tend to 
silence the malicious tongues of la- 
bor’s opponents, and demonstrate 
clearly that it is your inverests, dec- 
larations and purposes which it is the 
duty of your officers to endeavor to 
have enacted into law. 

On last Saturday we had a confer- 
ence with President Roosevelt for 
over an hour. We brought to his at- 
tention some of the principal subjects 
matter of legislation in which labor 
is primarily interested. These sub- 
jects were fully discussed and we 
urged favorable mention and recom- 
mendation thereon by him in _ his 
forthcoming message to the first ses- 
sion of the sixtieth Congress.. 


We can not refrain from express- 
ing our astonishment at the opinion 
rendered by the Attorney-General in 
regard to alien contract laborers be- 
ing permitted to come to the United 
States upon the theory that when 
workmen in the United States are en- 
gaged in a lockout or in a strike, that 
therefore there are no workmen of 
like kind unemployed in the United 
States and that because of that fact 
contracts may be made with foreign 
workmen. 


CO-OPERATION WITH RATLROAD 
MEN’S ORGANIZATIONS. 


In conformity with your instruc- 
tions, a conference was held between 
the representatives of the Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the  w#xecutive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, to arrange for a plan of co- 
operation between these Brotherhoods 
and our Federation, so that united 
action may be taken to secure favor- 
able legislation for labor of the entire 
country. 


The conference discussed the essen- 
tial features of legislation upon which 
we could agree and adopted the fol- 
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lowing resolutions: 


“Resolved, That it is the sense of 
this conference that a bill be intro- 
duced in the next Congress providjng 
that federal courts inferior to the Su- 
preme Court shall not have power to 
declare any act of Congress unconsti- 
tutional. 

“Resolved, That when a joint com- 
mittee (of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor 
and of the Railroad Brotherhoods) 
meet in conference, they outline a 
plan whereby the Railroad Brother- 
hoods unaffiliated to the American 
Federation of Labor may continue to 
act in conjunction with the Federa- 
tion. for the purpose of securing legis- 
lation favorable to the wage-earners 
of our country.” 


Later another conference was held 
of representatives from three of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods; P. H. Mor- 
rissy representing the Railroad Train- 
men, H. R. Fuller, Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Firemen, and A. B. Garrot- 
son the Order of Railway Conductors, 
with a committee representing the 
American Federation of Labor com- 
posed of Samuel Gompers, James 
O’Connell, W. D. Huber, Frank Mor- 
rison and J. H. Brinkman. 


At this conference the entire mat- 
ter affecting labor’s interests legisla- 
tively considered was gone into, and 
it was decided that a later conference 
should be held at which the Railroad 
Brotherhoods should be represented 
by one man and the Executive Coun- 
cil by one man. H. R. Fuller and 
President Gompers were selected as 
the respective representatives. 


This conference authorized and we 
endorsed the issuance of a circular, 
simultaneously by the Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the Federation, to 
all bodies affiliated with the Brother- 
hoods and with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. It is not necessary 
here to go into the subject matter of 
that circular, as copies have already 
been furnished you. However, we de- 
sire to state that the conference 
agreed that the representatives of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods and of the 
Federation should unite in every way 
that was agreeable to both bodies to 
secure such legislation as will ensure 
justice and a “square deal’’ for labor. 
Your further advice and instructions 
in regard to this matter are necessary. 


UNIFORM - LAWS TO PROTECT 


HUMAN LIFE. 


The last convention directed that we 
make an investigation relative to eva- 
sion and disregard of the laws of the 
States and city ordinances relative to 
the protection of human life, of men 
engaged in constructive works on 
buildings, and to have prepared a bill 
in statutory form to cover all States 
and Territories with a view to obtain 
simultaneous enactment of a law in 
every State, Territory, possession or 
dependency of the United States, for 
the protection of human life and 
limb; and that a further investiga- 
tion be made regarding the so-called 
“Casualty Companies,” whether these 
companies are engaged in such opera- 
tions “which tend to defeat the ends 
of justice and proper protection of 
human life.” 


In conformity with your instruc- 
tions, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source, informa- 
tion relative to these matters. We 
have secured considerable interesting 
and valuable data, but it is incom-- 
plete. The Executive Council should 
continue making further investigation 
so as to be in a position whereby your 
instructions and purpose may be car- 
ried into effect. 


DEPARTMENTAL INVESTIGATION 
OF HOURS OF LABOR. 


A resolution passed at the last con- 
vention recited that & number of 
workmen still toil long hours each 
day and more than six days in a 
week; that this results to the work- 
ers’ physical and moral detriment and 
insisting that the State Legislatures 
should enact laws requiring manu- 
facturers to give to the Department 
of Commerce and Labor and to the 
Labor Departments of their respec- 
tive States, all data pertaining to the 
hours of labor, wages and other labor 
conditions which these Departments 
may deem necessary in the execution 
of their duties, experience having 
shown that the present laws in this 
direction are not sufficiently stringent. 

This matter was taken up by Pres- 
ident Gompers through correspond- 
ence with the various State branches 
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affiliated to the American Federation 
of Labor. The executive officers of 
the greater number of these bodies 
replied by indicating their full ap- 
proval of your recommendations and 
their desire and intention to do every- 
thing possible to carry them into ef- 
fect. 
VAN CLEAVE’S BUCK STOVE 
SUIT AGAINST A. F. OF L, 


You have already been made ac- 
quainted with the fact that the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company has 
brought suit against the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor and officers of other affiliated 
organizations both in their official and 
individual capacity. The president of 
the company is Mr. Van Cleave, who 
is also president of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, and vice- 
president of the so-called Citizens’ 
Alliance and other organizations 
whose main mission seems to be the 
effort to crush out the only defensive 
organization of the working people, 
the trade unions, local, national and 
international and federated into the 
A. F. of L. In connection with the 
suit Mr. Van Cleave for his company 
has secured an order from Jusfice 
Clabaugh of the supreme court of the 
District of Columbia for us to show 
cause why an injunction should not be 
issued restraining us from publishing 
the Buck’s Stove and Range Com- 
pany upon the ‘We Don’t Patronize”’ 
list of the American Federation of La- 
bor and to enjoin all labor organiza- 
tions or labor men from doing any- 
thing or saying anything whether 


orally or in print in furtherance of, 


the purpose to secure better recogni- 
tion by the company referred to for a 
satisfactory adjustment of existing 
disputes between the union partic- 
ularly in interest and the company. 


Owing to the fact that the officers, ° 


party to the suit, have been so much 
engrossed with their ordinary official 
duty, as well as their work in prep- 
aration for this Convention, and the 
Convention itself, our counsel on last 
Friday asked for a continuance, that 
is, a postponement on the hearing 
upon the proceedings to show cause 
why an injunction should not be is- 


sued until the close of the Convention. 
The case was formerly before Chief 
Justice Clabaugh of the Supreme 


Court of the District of Columbia. It 


Justice Gould of 
that court. The latter granted a con- 
tinuance, but only until Thursday 
morning, November 14th. 

The National Association of Manu- 
facturers at its last convention created 
a War Fund of a million and a half 
dollars to carry on a campaign of de- 
struction of the organizations of la- 
bor. It has hired Pinkerton and 
other agencies and formeu auxiliary 
associations, the purposes of which 
are not only to harass the men of la- 
bor in litigation but also to create 
suspicion of wrong-doing. It is the 
apparent purpose to assassinate the 
character of the men who have the 
confidence and respect of the great 
rank and file of labor, not only of la- 
bor but of the great masses of our 
people. Until recently the Pinkertons 
were exclusively engaged in prying 
upon the men in the local organiza- 
tions. To create discord, to provoke 
premature contest in order to render 
themselves of some apparent value to 
their employers, the Van Cleaves, 
Posts and others, they had no hes- 
itancy in making false reports as to 
the doings of the members of local 
organized labor. 

The attacks upon the local men and 
upon the local organizations having 
proven fruitless, they now turn their 
attention to the men at the head of 
the labor organizations of the coun- 
try. In the effort to crush out or- 
ganized labor, the Van Cleaves have 
found the spirit of unionism and sol- 
idarity is too deep-seated in the hearts 
and minds of the trade unionists of 
America for them to succeed. They 
know that the men entrusted with 
the leadership of the labor movement 
throughout our country have aided 
materially in guiding aright the or- 
ganized wage-earners. They now think 
that if they can destroy the confi- 
dence of the great rank and file of 
our movement, in the men at the head 
of that movement that the organiza- 
tions of labor will thereby be weak- 
ened and become destroyed. They are 
evidently laughing in anticipated glee 
that the working men of our country 


is now before 
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will then be at the tender mercies of 
the worst and most greedy elements 
of the entire capitalist class. 

We have during our whole lives as 
have a very large number of the other 
active men in the labor movement, 
conscientiously endeavored to the very 
best of our ability and with single- 
minded purpose to aid our fellow 
workers to protct and promote their 
interests. - Honesty and honor have 
been our guides in dealing not only 
with the affairs of labor but with all 
matters of our work-a-day lives. We 
assert without equivocation that there 
is not one scintilla of truth in any- 
thing which may be either charged 
or insinuated that reflects discredit, 
dishonor or dishonesty upon the mem- 
bers and the officers of our great labor 
movement and that as our well- 
known bitter antagonists have failed 
in their attacks upon our local labor 
movement, their purpose to. dis- 
credit and destroy the more con- 
spicuous men of our movement will 
be equally abortive. You know the 
animus and the purpose of these at- 
tacks and you will, we are confident, 
treat them with the contempt they so 
richly deserve. 

The suit by Mr. Van Cieave of the 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company 
against our movement is to deprive us 
of the rights to which we are entitled, 
the right of free association, free 
speech, and the freedom of the press, 
and with all the power which wealth 
gives our opponents, the exercise of 
all that power to antagonize our laud- 
able movement and its purposes, they 
would invoke the aid of the courts 
and: seek to persuade the perversion 
of law to render futile the lawful and 
proper means to protect the working 
people of our country from tyranny, 
greed and injustices. The full state- 
ment of the case and the principles 
and results involved in this suit of Mr. 
Van Cleave of the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Company are fully covered in 
the report of President Gompers to 
this Convention. 

Attention has frequently been called 
to the efforts made by labor’s oppo- 
nents to entangle us in interminable 
litigation with the two-fold purpose 
of diverting our attention from the 
necessary work which the officers in 





the labor movement are required to 
perform, and also to compel us to 
large expenditures in defense. 

The revenue of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is exceedingly meagre 
accruing from a per capita tax of 
one-half of a cent per member per 
month; in other words, six cents per 
year. With all the organizing and 
other educational and effective work, 
there are no funds at our disposal for 
proper defense, and we, tnerefore, 
recommend that this Convention pro- 
vide the ways and means by which 
such funds may be created as are 
necessary and essential, in the defense 
of this suit. 

We also recommend that this sub- 
ject matter referred to a special com- 
mittee to report to this Convention at 
the earliest possible date. 


“WE DON’T PATRONIZE” LIST. 

Applications to endorse the placing 
of the following firms upon the un- 
fair list of the American Federation 
of Labor have been made to and ap- 
proved by the Executive Council from 
October 1, 1906, to October 1, 1907: 


Buck’s Stove & Range Co., St. Louis, 
Mo. (International Brotherhood 
of Foundry Employes). 

Carbondale Machine Co., Carbondale, 
Pa. (Federal Labor Union No. 
11837). 

Home Stove Works, Indianapolis, Ind. 
(Stove Mounters’ International 
Union). din 

Indurated Fibre Ware Co., Lockport, 
N. Y. (Fibre Pressmen’s Union, 

J. J. Kelley, New York City. (Cold 


No. 9331). 

J. J. Kelly, New York City. (Gold 
Beaters’ National Protective 
Union). 


B. Kuppenheimer & Co., Chicago, III. 
(United Garment Workers of 
America). 

Manitowoc Dry Dock Co., Manitowoc, 
Wis. (Shipwrights, Joiners and 
Caulkers of America, Internation- 
al Union of). 

New York Bill Posting Co., New York 
City. (Bill Posters’ and Billers’ 
National Alliance). 

Henry H. Roelofs & Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa. (United Hatters of North 
America). 
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F. W. Rauskolb, Boston, Mass. (Gold 
Beaters’ National Protective 
Union). 


Standard Sewing Machine Co., Cleve- 
land, O. (Metal Polishers, Buff- 
ers, Platers and Brass Workers’ 
International Union of North 
America). 

United States Heater Co., Detroit, 
Mich.’ (Stove Mounters and Steel 
Range Workers’ International 
Union). 

A. Van Buren Co., New York City. 
(Bill Posters’ and Billers’ Nation- 
al Alliance). 

Kimball Piano Co. Chicago, (Piano 
and Organ Workers’ International 
Union). 

FAIR LIST. 


Kern Barber Supply Co., St. Louis, 
Mo. 
J. N. Mockett, Toledo, Ohio. 


CONCLUSION. 

In the limits of a report such as 
this, it is impossible for us to deal 
with all of the matters which have 
come under our consideration during 
the year. We desire to say, however, 
that in every case which has been 
submitted to us, we have endeavored 
to give the very best thought and con- 
sideration of which We are capable 
and whatever action has been taken 
was either in compliance with the 
Federation’s instructions or the re- 
sult of our best judgment and with 
the best interests of the entire labor 
movement in view. 

Fraternally submitted, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

JAMES DUNCAN, 

JOHN MITCHELL, 

JAMES O’CONNELL, 

MAX MORRIS, 

D. A. HAYES, 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, 

WM. D. HUBER, 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE, 

JOHN B. LENNON, 

FRANK MORRISON, 
Executive Council American Federa- 

tion of Labor. 


President Gompers—The chair de- 
sires to state that there ure two or 
three matters upon which the Execu- 
tive Council will submit a _ supple- 
mental report later. In the report 


submitted by the Executive Council 
and by the President there were rec- 
ommendations for the appointment of 
special committees, one upon the suit 
of the Van Cleave Buck Stove & 
Range Co.; another upon the move- 
ment for the establishment of the 
universal eight-hour day, and another 
upon ways and means of extending 
the circulation of the “American Fed- 
erationist.”” The chair asks what is 
the pleasure of the Convention upon 
these recommendations? 

Delegate Hart—I move that the 
recommendantions be concurred in 
and the cornmittees appointed. 

The motion was seconded by Dele- 
gate Guerin, and carried. 

Treasurer Lennon—lIn the report of 
the Executive Council it is recom- 
mended that Vice-President Valen- 
tine and myself call a meeting of the 
label delegates. We have taiked the 
matter over, and believe it is best that 
the entire matter go to the Commit- 
tee on Labels. After they have 
handled the matter to some extent, 
if they believe a general conference 
advisable, the matter of calling it can 
be referred to that committee, so 
there will be continuity of action upon 
this question. I move that it be so re- 
ferred. (Seconded and carried). 

Delegate DeVeaux—I would like to 
know whether the reading of that re- 
port today is the final disposition of 
the protests, or whether they will 
come up later. 

President Gompers—If there be any 
matter in which the delegate is inter- 
ested that is not referred or is not 
discussed, it is his privilege to offer a 
resolution upon that subject. 

Secretary Morrison read the fol- 
lowing telegram: 

“La Salle, Ill. Nov. 11, 1907. 
“Mr. Frank Morrison, 
“Secretary of American Federa- 
tion of Labor, 
“Norfolk, Va. 

“Please extend to representatives of 
labor my best wishes for a successful 
and harmonious convention. 

“JOHN MITCHELL.” 

President Gompers—I am sure Il 
reflect the wishes of the delegates 
when I say that the telegram will be 
made part of the proceedings of the 
Convention, 
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Delegate Brinkman, for the Com- 
mittee on Credentials made the fol- 
lowing supplemental report: 


To the Twenty-seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Gentlemen: 


_1. Your Committee on_ Creden- 
tials recommends that John G. 


Miller be seated as a delegate from 
the Central Labor Council of Cin- 
cinnati, with one vote; that Max S. 
Hayes, be seated as a delegate from 
the United Trades and Labor Council 
of Columbus, Ohio, with one vote. 

2. We further recommend that 
Morris L. Holzsager, delegate from 
the United Cloth Hat and Cap Makers 
be seated and that their request for 
time in which to cancel their indebt- 
edness be granted. 

3. We recommend that Charles E. 
Dold and A. E. Starr, Celegates from 
the Piano and Organ Workers’ Inter- 
national Union be seated, with fifty 
votes. 

4. Your Committee on Credentials 
having investigated the protest filed 
by the International Seamen’s Umion 
beg to report as follows: 

That the Convention seat D. J. 
Keefe, T. V. O’Connor, Thomas Har- 
rison, J. G. Noyes and J. E. Dwyer, 
with 320 votes, as delegates from the 
International Longshoremen’s 9 Asso- 
ciation. 

5. We further beg to report that 
the protest filed by Local Union No. 
848, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America, has been duly considered, 
and we find that James P. Archibald 
has been cesctified as a delegate from 
the. Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers of America in 
violation of the constitution of the 
Brotherhood, and we recommend that 
he be not seated. 

6. We further report that we have 
examined the protest of the United 
Srotherhood of Czerpenters and Join- 
ers against the delegate from the Buf- 
falo, N. Y., Central Labor Union, J. ©. 
Johnston, and make the following 
recommendation: 

That the delegate be seated and the 
Executive Council directed to revoke 
the charter of the Buffalo Central La- 
bor Union in the event they refuse to 


cease recognizing the alleged Mill- 
wrights’ Union of Buffalo, N. Y., who 
are operating without the pale of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners, to which organization they 
rightfully belong. 

7. Your Committee having inves- 
tigated the protest filed by the Inter- 
national Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers’ Union, against the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, beg 
to report as follows: 

We are of opinion this is a case 
that should go to the Adjustment 
Committee for investigation and re- 
port in the event the aggrieved or- 
ganization brings the matter properly 
before the Convention. We, there- 
fore, recommend that F. C. Gengen- 
back and P. H. Malloy be seated as 
delegates from the American Brother- 
hood of Cement Workers, with fifty- 
eight votes. 

JOHN H. BRINKMAN, 
Chairman. 

P. F. LAFFERTY. 

A. E. KELLINGTON. 

Delegate Bahlhorn asked that the 
report in regard to the unseating of 
James P. Archibald be referred again 
to the Committee on Credentials in 
order that he might appear before 
the Committee and make an explan- 
ation. 

President Gompers—It is evident 
that there exists objections to the re- 
port of the Committee. We will, 
therefore, consider the reports sepa- 
rately. *y 

Secretary Morrison read the report 
by sections, which were acted upon 
as follows: 

“1. Your Committee on Creden- 
tials recommends that John G. Miller 
be seated as a delegate from the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of Cincinnati, with 
one vote.” 

The report of the Committee was 
eoncurred in. 

“2. We further recommend that 
Morris L. Holzsager, delegate from 
the United Cloth Hat and Cap Mak- 
ers, be seated and that tfteir request 
for time in which to cancel their in- 
debtedness be granted.” 

The report of the Committee was 
eoncurred in. 

“3. We recommend that Charles 
E. Dold and A. E. Starr. delegates 
from the Piano and Organ Workers’ 
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International Union be seated, with 
fifty votes.’ 


The report of the Committee was 
concurred in. 


“4. Your Committee on Creden- 
tials, having investigated the protest 
filed by the International Seamen’s 
Union, beg to report as follows: 


“That the convention seat D. J. 
Keefe, T. V. O’Connor, Thomas Har- 
rison, J. G. Noyes, and J. E. Dwyer, 
with 320 votes as delegates from the 
International Longshoremen’s' Asso- 
ciation.’ 


The report of the Committee was 
concurred in. 

" We further beg to report that 
the protest filed by Local Union No. 
848, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers’) of 
America, has been duly considered, 
and we find that James P. Archibald 
has been certified as a delegate from 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 
rators and Paperhangers of America 
in violation of the constitution of the 
Brotherhood, and we recommend that 
he be not seated.” 


Delegate Bahlhorn—I move _ that 
the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee be referred back to the Committee 
for further consideration. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


“6. We further report that we 
have examined the protest of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners against the delegate from the 
Buffalo, N. Y., Central Labor Union, 
J. C. Johnston, and make the follow- 
ing recommendation: 


“That the delegate be seated and 
the Executive Council directed to re- 
voke the charter of the Buffalo Cen- 
tral Labor Union in the event they re- 
fuse to cease recognizing the alleged 
Millwrights’ Union of Buffalo, a 
who are operating without the ‘pale 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 


ters and Joiners to which organi-: 


zation they rightfully belong.” 


Delegate Frank Duffy—We are per- 
fectly satisfied with the report of the 
Committee. 


The report of the Committee was - 


concurred in. 


Your Comunttios having inves- 
tigated the protest filed by the Inter- 


national Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers’ Union against the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, beg 
to report as follows: 


“We are of opinion this is a case 
that should go to the Adjustment 
Committee for investigation and re- 
port in the event the aggrieved or- 
ganization brings the matter properly 
before the Convention. We, therefore, 
recommend that F. C. Gengenback and 
Pr Malloy be seated as delegates 
from the American Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers, with fifty-eight 
votes.”’ 

The report of the Committee was 
concurred in. 

On motion the report of the Com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
concurred in. 

Delegate Brinkman made a fur- 
ther partial report for the Committee 
on Credentials 0n a number of State 
and City Federated Bodies that were 
in arrears for assessment. After a 
short discussion the report was re- 
ferred back to the Committee for 
further consideration, as the delegates 
of several of the bodies announced 
their intention of ‘settling the ar- 
rearages. 

President Gompers announced that 
arrangements had been made for ad- 
dresses to be made to the Convention 
by a representative of the Society for 
the Promotion of Industrial Educa- 
tion, and on the subject of the distri- 
bution of immigrants lawfully coming 
to the United States. 

President Gompers introduced to 
the convention Mr. C. R. Richards, 
secretary of the National Society for 
the Promotion of Industrial Educa- 
tion. 


Mr. Richards spoke at some tength 
of the aims and plans of the Society, 
and at the conclusion of this address, 
on motion of Treasurer Lennon, the 
entire subject matter was referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

There being no further business to 
come before the Convention, the rules 
were suspended and an adjournment 
taken until 2 p. m., 
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SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., Tuesday, November 12th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—Myrup Noshang, Kline 
Mockler, Manning, Cable, Winn, 
Bechtold, b non Newton, O’Connor, 


Harrison, Noy Dwyer, Wilson (J. 
T.), O'Neill, Carroll, Lucas, Carey, 
Schwarz, Kennedy, Alpine. Calhoun, 


Quick (L. W.), Perham, Noble, 
tenza, Koonce, Lee, Johnson, 
(Thos.), Mahoney, Frank, Leighton, 
Richards, Jennings, Armstrong, 
Dougherty (P. J.), Lyon, Piggott, Bo- 
gasse, Bradley (John), Clinton, Hau- 
sen, Vaughan, Rizzie, Justice, Dunn 
J. J.), Ramsdell, Naucarrow,. Roe, 
Canty, Hunter. Woodmansie, Edwards, 
Stevens, Beatty. Booth, Myers, Grant, 
Freedman, Conley. 


En- 
Bradley, 


Vice-President Duncan—There is 
another vacant chair in this conven- 
tion, in connection with which I de- 
sire to submit the following, and hope 
to get the unanimous vote of the con- 
vention to it: 


Resolution No. 2— 


RESOLVED, That owing to his en- 
forced absence from this convention, 
through illness, brought on by earn- 
est and excellent achievement in the 
interests of organized labor, the 27th 
annual convention of the A: F. of L.. 
through the Secretary, telegraph to 
Frank K. Foster, of Boston, its regret 
at his continued illness since his phy- 
sical break-down last January in To- 
ledo, and wishing him speedy and per- 
manent recovery, including .contin- 
uance of his individuality of thought, 
classic writings and brilliant- oratory 
on behalff of labor, liberty and hu- 
man happiness. 


Vice-President Duncan moved the 
adoption of the resolution, which was 
seconded by Delegate W. B. Wilson. 
and carried by a unanimous rising 
vote. 


Delegate Brinkman, for the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, made the fol- 
lowing supplemental report: 


We recommend the seating of Max 
S. Hayes as delegate from Cleveland, 
O., United Trades and Labor Council. 

The following delegates r2present 
organizations that have not complied 
with Section II, Article 11, of the con- 





stitution, and we recommend that they 
be not seated until such time as their 
organizations shall have been placed 
in good standing in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

Dallas, 
George C. 


Texas, Trades Assembly— 
Edwards. 

Ennis, Texas, Trades Assembly- -R 
A. McCullough. 


Norwich, N. Y., Trades Assembly— 


W. E. Minor. 

Passadena, Cal., Central Labor 
Council—G. C. Keys. 

Trenton, N. J., Central Labor Un- 
ion—Frank L. Kresge. 

Jacksonville, Fla., Central Trades 


and Labor Council—John C. Privett. 


The credential does not bear sig- 
nature of President or seal of the 
organization. 

On motion of Delegate Dold the re- 
port of the committee was concur- 
red in. 


Delegate Brinkman—The Committee 
on Credentials wishes to announce that 
a meeting of the committee will be 
held this evening to consider the seat- 
ing of Delegate Archibald, from the 
Painters, Paperhangers and Decora- 
tors organization, and wishes Dele- 
gate Bahlhorn, and the other mem- 
bers interested to be present at that 
time. 

President Gompers announced the 
appointment of the following commit- 
tees authorized by motion adopted at 
the morning session: 


Special Committee on American 
Federationist Extension—H. B. Per- 
ham, S. M. Moore, L. A. Schwarz. P. 
F. McCarty A. S. Scott, John A. Voll, 
James Whitehead, Llewellyn Lewis, J. 
J. Nugent, J. C. Colgan, M. J. Shee- 
han, D. J. Fosdick, John C. Previtt, 
Martin Lawler, J. J. Freel. 


Special Committee on ‘Buck Stove 
and Range Company “a against A. 
F. of L.—Frank Duffy, Mahon. 
John ry. Pre D Gg. Waiade. Jqhn 
Fitzpatrick. R. S. Maloney, John T. 
Dempsey, Jere L. Sullivan, George 
Finger, Con J. Harrington, John_ T. 
Smith, S. L. Landers, John A. Moffitt, 
J. 'G. Noyes, Emmet T. Flood. 
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Special Committee on Eight Hours 
A. Hayes, James Wilson, C. D. 
Wheeier, JI. D. _McKuinlay, Isaac 
Coombe, James A. Reynolds James P. 
Archibald, Michael Colbert, John M. 
Walker, George _L. Berry. Herman 
Lillien, Richard Braunschweig, Frank 
Kennedy, Harry Bosworth, James H. 
Hatch 


Upon the suggestion of President 
Gompers the addresses of the frater- 
nal delegates from the British Trades 
Union Congress, and the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress, was made 
a special order of business for Thurs- 
day morning. 

Delegate Kellington, for the Audi- 
tors, read the annual report of the 
Committee on Audit. 

On motion of Delegate Frank Duffy, 
the report was referred back to the 
committee for a change in phrase- 
ology, with instructions to report at 
a later date. 

Delegate Maloney, our fraternal del- 
egate to the Canadian Trades and La- 
bor Congress, made the following re- 
port: 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Ladies and Gentlemen—I greet you 
with most cordial thanks for the 
honor given me as a fraternal dele- 
gate to the Canadian Trades and La- 
bor Congress, held in the City of Win- 
nipeg, Man. in September of this 
year. 

It was not only a great personal 
pleasure, but one of instruction as 
well. This great labor convention 
lasted six days, and was character- 
ized by the utmost fraternal feeling 
and good will. 


Its work was well done; the de-' 


bates were of a high order; the 
breadth and scope of the movement 
is wonderful, and it is not too much 
to say that it made more history than 
any other labor convention of the past 
held in Canada. 

The most important matter debated 
was the world-wide issue of Oriental 
immigration. The Congress went on 
record in no uncertain sound on this 
matter. It declared that Canada must 
be preserved for Canadians. it as- 
serted that their nation must be a 
white man’s country. And in order 


‘of delegates only 
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to enforce these demands the Con- 
gress decided to remain in the polit- 
ical field. This question is essentially 
an economic one, and still it will be- 
come ,the most important political 
question in the Dominion. Then again, 
the question is an international one. 
The British Empire is in close alll- 
ance with Japan, and it will be most 
difficult to prevent Oriental immigra- 
tion. Indeed, it is hardly possible to 
see anything but the most compli- 
cated situation. Western Canada as 
a whole, will never consent to unre- 
stricted Asiatic immigration, and it is 
probable that the British government 
will not consent to take such action 
as will, or would be construed as an 
insult to Japan. The working people 
of Canada, are extremely insistent on 
this question, and the outlook, to my 
mind, is that labor there will succeed 
in this contention. 

It is possible that our own labor 
movement mey in a way aia the set- 
tlement of this tremendous problem, 
for it can be clearly seen that with 
our growing influence in governmen- 
tal affairs we «ould and might exert 
a great influen’e even with the Brit- 
ish government 

It is not my desire to go into any 
extended detail as to the difference 
in race or econ>mic conditions, but 
I may say this, that thousands of these 
Japanese and other Asiatic immigrants 
are working for $15 to $20 per month. 
In a word, their economic status is 
far below that of .ur people. I have 
thus expressed myself at this length 
because of the immense importance 
of this question. 

The Congress has “nioved a healthy 
growth, and now has 33.000 members, 
representing 515 local unions, with an 
income of over $5,000 a year. 

In addition to this they have 42 
Trade and Labor Councils chartered 
upon which the tax on the number 
is paid. Tkesé 
councils represent, approximarely 
150,000 members. 

It is the utmost desire of our can- 
adian Brethren that the local unions 
in Canad affiliate with the Congress 
through their International Unions. 

In my opinion the Executive Coun- 
cil should use its utmost influence to 
influence the growth of the Congress. 
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The Socialist resolution was de- 
feated. The sentiment for indepen- 
dent political action is growing rap- 
idly. 

In this connection it gives me pleas- 
ure to tell you that Delegate Jaxon, 
a Socialist, paid a glowing tribute to 
President Gompers, such action being 
so rare, for a Socialist, that I feel it 
my duty to record it. 

The officers elected were as fol- 
lows: 


Alphonse Verbille, M. P. of Mon- 
treal, President. 

James Simpson of Toronto, Vice- 
President. 

Patrick Draper of Ottawa, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. 

Fraternal Delegate to A. F. of L., 
W. R. Trotter, of Winnipeg, Man. 


In a convention lasting six days it 
is not possible to go into much detail, 
moreover, Fraternal Delegate Trotter, 
will handle the details in a more com- 
prehensive way than would be pos- 
sibble for me. 

I shall always hold dear the splen- 
did reception and fraternal greetings 
accorded your delegate, and I can only 
end this report by saying that I bring 
you the best wishes of our Canadian 
brothers. We are brothers in the 
great cause of labor’s emancipation. 

We are united in the great cause 
that makes for human uplift. Broth- 
ers we are in the cause that increases 
the havpiness of the wide, wide world; 
soldiers we are in the cause that 
makes for real progress. And in con- 
clusion let me repeat what I said to 
our Canadian Trades Unionists. 


“We are proud to battle for free- 
dom, for our complete emancipation. 
The trade union cause is the world- 
wide movement of. by, and for the 
workers of the wide, wide world. It 
is growing, rapidly growing, and to- 
day we can almost see the glad sun- 
shine of a brighter. day—a day that 
shall usher in the new time when 
child labor shall be no more, when 
the million shall sit by their own fire 
side, surrounded by a free family. 
Then shall ignorance disappéar from 
the land. Then the Nation will not 
be great in the fortunes of its mill- 
ionaires, but in the health and hap- 
piness of the men and women who 


are its bone and sinew. Then, when 
labor has been crowned King may we 
shout in glad refrain that old Eastern 
salutation, ‘O, King, Live Forever.’ ” 
Fraternally yours, 
ROBERT S. MALONEY, 
Fraternal Delegate, 1907. 

Delegate Anderson moved that the 
report be received and made part of 
the proceedings of the convention. 
The motion was seconded by Vice- 
President O’Connell, and carried. 

Secretary Morrison read a commu- 
nication from the Central Labor Coun- 
cil of Seattle, Wash., and vicinity, and 
a committee of the Iron Trades Sec- 
tion, asking that the delegates be 
informed that the reports of a short- 
age of skilled labor in the Northwest, 
particularly in the navy yard at Bre- 
merton, were erroneous. In the com- 
munication it was stated that should 
there be a shortage of skilled labor 
in the Northwest, members of organ- 
ized labor would be notified through 
the unions and the labor press. 

A communication was received by 
President Gompers and read by Sec- 
retary Morrison, conveying to the con- 
vention the fraternal greetings of the 
Federated Building Trades Council of 
Toronto, Canada. 


Communications were read from 
Governor: Warner, of Michigan, and 
Mayor Thompson, of Detroit, in which 
invitations were extended to the 
American Federation of Labor to hold 
the 1908 convention in Detroit. 

A communication signed by the 
President and Secretary of the Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, Board of Trade was 
read by Secretary Morrison. In the 
communication an invitation was ex- 
tended to the American Federation of 
Labor to hold its next convention in 
Columbus. 

President Gompers referred subjects 
from the report of the, -Executive 
Council to the various committees as 
follows: = ; 

“Charters Granted,’’. to Committee 
on Organization; ‘Local Strikes,” to 
Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies; “Organization,” to Committee 
on Organization; “Appeals for Finan- 
cial Assistance,’”’ to Committee on 
Presidents’ Report; “Building Trades 
Organizations,” to Committee on 
Building Trades; “Formation of State 
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Federation, Kansas,’’ to Committee on 
State Organizations; “City Central 
Bodies,” Committee on Local and Fed- 
erated Bodies; “Carpenters—Wood 
Workers,” Adjustment Committee; 
“Paper Makers—Pulp and Sulphite 
Workers,” Adjustment Committee; 
“Cement Workers—Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers;”’ Adjustment 
Committee; “Advertising Union Labor 
Products,” and “Union Label Law 
Digest,”” Committee on Labels; “Union 
Label Directories,” and “Uniform De- 
sign of all Union Labels,’’ Committee 
on Labels; “Constitutions National 
Unions printed in Spanish,’’ Commit- 
tee on Organization; “Labor’s Memo- 
rial Day” and “A. F. of L. Exhibit at 
Jamestown Exposition,’ Committee on 


Education; “Lincoln’s Memorial 
Farm Association,” Committee on 
Resolutions; ‘“Pledged to Russian 


Freedom,” and “Uniform Laws to 
Protect Human Life,’’ Committee on 
Education; ‘Legislation,’ Committee 
on. President’s Report. “Co-Operation 
With Railroad Men’s Organization” 
and “Departmental Investigation of 
Hours of Labor,’’ Committee on Reso- 
lutions: “Van Cleave’s Buck Stove 
Suit Against A. F. of L.,’’ Special Com- 
mittee; ‘We Don’t Patronize List,’ 
Committee on Boycotts, 

The unanimous consent of the con- 
vention was. given to Delegate Tobin 
lof-the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union 
for the ‘introduction of the following 
resolution: 

Resolution No. 40— 

WHEREAS, Delegaie Charles L. 
Baine has been obliged to leave this 
convention, owing to the death of his 
father, who lost his life in a street 
car accident: therefore, be i 

RESOLVED, 
extend to Delegate Baine its sympathy 
in his great loss. and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution 
be spread upon the records of the con- 
vention. 


Delegate Tobin moved the adoption 
ef the resolution. The motion was 
seconded by Secretary Morrison, and 
earried by a unanimous rising vote. 


The following resolutions were sub- 
mitted and referred to appropriate 
committees: 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate John 
B. Lennon, Journeymen Tailors Union 
ef America: 


That this convention ° 


ARTICLE VIII.—(Duties of Treas- 
urer.)—Sec. 1. The Treasurer shall re- 
ceive and take charge of all moneys, 
property, and securities of the Feder- 
ation delivered to him by the Secretary 
or other Officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. All funds of the 
A. F. of L., exceeding fifteen thousand 
dollars shall be deposited by the Treas- 
urer in bank, or banks, on interest 
bearing certificates of deposit in the 
name of the American Federation of 
Labor, and in order to be cashed shall 
require the signature of the Treasurer, 
the President and the Secretary of the 
Federation. The Treasurer shall col- 
lect the interest on all such certificates 
or other deposit at the expiration of 
each six months and pay the same over 
to the Secretary. The Treasurer shall 
deposit in open account in bank, or 
banks, in the name of the American 
Federation of Labor as Treasurer, all 
amounts in his possession not on cer- 
tificates of deposit, and before any 
money thus deposited can be drawn, 
each check shall be signed by him as 
Treasurer. <A copy of this section shall 
be forwarded by the President of the 
Federation to each bank upon whom 
the Federation holds certificates of de- 
posit. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 4.—By Delegate Chas. 
W. Petry, Central Labor Council, Oak- 
land, Cal.: 


WHEREAS, Recent events have 
again demonstrated the necessity for a 
more concerted action on our part, and 

WHEREAS, Numerous organizations 
are being, and have been formed, for 
the purpose of destroying organized 
labor; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, That the word “must” 
be inserted after the word “or” in Sec. 
3 of Article XI, 5th line. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 5.—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks: 

WHEREAS, Post Office Clerks have 


for years contended for their right to 
fixed hours, and pay, ana bills in fur- 


-therance of these objects have from 


time to time been introauced in past 
Congresses, and 

WHEREAS, The 59th Congress saw 
fit to classify and fix the pay of clerks 
in ist and 2d class post offices, but 
neglected to pass or act upon the hour 
measure before them, and 


WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks in full affiliation 
with your honorable body give due 
credit to the A. F. of L. ror the assist- 
ance given them in securing the pass- 
age of said salary act, and are of the 
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belief the Federation can further aid 
us; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. ot L., as well 
as labor representatives in Congress, 
be, and are hereby instructed to use 
their utmost means, power and influ- 
ence to secure for the officers of the 
National Federation of Post Office 
Clerks a hearing in committee on any 
legislation affecting their pay and 
hours that may be introduced and pro- 
posed in the 60th Congress. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions, 


Resolution No. 6.—By Delegate Thos. 
J. Curtis, of Rock Drillers and Tool 
Sharpeners Association: 


WHEREAS, One of the fundamental 
principles and objects of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor is to organize 
the different trades into national and 
international unions, and ; 

WHEREAS, the Rock Drillers and 
Tool Sharpeners’ Union has a large 
local union in New York City and a 
numerically smaller one at Rosendale, 
a great many locals could be readily 
organized throughout the State of New 
York, in Boston and Chicago, and 

WHEREAS, In the interest of the 
general labor movement all efforts 
should be concentrated to create unions 
in such places where none exist at 
present, and 

WHEREAS, Rock Drillers and Tool 
Sharpeners Unions can be organized in 
various cities of the United States by 
the American Federation of Labor, be 
it, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the_twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor instruct the 
Executive Council to authorize all or- 
ganizers everywhere to make a special 
effort in organizing Rock Drillérs and 
Tool Sharpeners, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That when a sufficient 
number of such local unions have been 
organized to call a convention of the 
same for the purpose of forming an 
international union of said trade. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 7.—By Delegates 
Henry Fischer and A. McAndrews, of 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union 
represents tobacco made under fair 
union conditions, by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The tobacco workers’ 
label is the only proof of the same, as 
it distinguishes union from non-union 
and trust made tobacco; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled in Norfolk, Va., re-endorse the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ 
International Union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby 
requested, to demand the blue label 
upon all tobacco and cigarettes he may 
purchase, thereby showing his loyalty 
to the cause of unionism in a substan- 
tial manner. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 8.—By Delegates Lee 
M. Hart and John J. Barry, of Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes: 


WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Times, 
having secured the unlimited financial 
backing of the American Manufactur- 
ers’ Association and kindred hostile 
organizations of capital, is today, 
under the pretense of being the lead- 
ing exponent of the so-called “open 
shop,” indeed the most unfair, un- 
scrupulous and malignant enemy of 
organized labor in America; and 

WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Times 
is concentrating all its energies te 
disrupt the unions of Los Angeles, and, 
unless strenuously resisted and 
checked, will destroy not only the or- 
ganization of labor, but also crush the 
spirit of the workers for justice and 
right. and would befoul the good name 
and honor of Los Angeles and make of 
it the breeding place for strike break- 
ers of all crafts and trades: and 

WHEREAS, All thinkers and observ- 
ers accord to labor organizations the 
honor and credit of being the real fac- 
tors in the advancement and improve- 
ment of the condition of the working 
people of not only Los Angeles but of 
the entire country, we recognize the 
tactics of the Los Angeles Times and 
its cohorts in attempting the annihila- 
tion of the organizations of labor, first, 
with the prime object of reducing 
wages, imposing their will as “masters” 
and tearing down the American stan- 
dard of life of America’s workers; and 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union,having expended more 
than fifty thousand dollars in Los An- 
geles in defending the cause of labor 
from the vicious attacks of the Los 
Angeles Times and the Citjzens’ Alli- 
ance, now believes this struggle in Los 
Angeles has become national in its 
scope, vitally affecting all labor, and 
that it should therefore be financed and 
carried on by America’s labor move- 
ment, through its recognized head, the 
American Federation of Labor; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That each and every 
organization affiliated with the Ameri- 
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can Federation of Labor be requested 
and urged to levy an assessment of 
one cent per month per member for a 
period of one year, or make appropri- 
ations equivalent thereto, and that 
these moneys shall be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and accounted for by 
him in a separate fund; and, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That all moneys re- 
ceived from said assessments, appro- 
priations and donations, shall be held 
as a “Los Angeles Fund” and shall be 
disbursed for the protection of the 
interests of labor in Los Angeles, and 
for no other purpose, in such manner 
that in the opinion of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor shall redound to the welfare of 
the toilers of Los Angeles and the as- 
sertion and maintenance of their rights 
and interests. 

RESOLVED, That the movement 
contemplated by these resolutions shall 
be conducted by a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor who 
shall be appointed by and be under the 
immediate supervision of the President 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
with the consent and advice of the 
Executive Council. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 9.—By James F. Scott, 
of Central Trades and Labor Assembly, 
of Tampa, Fla.: 

RESOLVED, That the 1908 Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor be called to order in Tampa, Fla. 


Referred to 
tions. 


Committee on Resolu- 


Resolution No. 10.—By Delegates 
Henry Fischer and A. McAndrews, of 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ 
International Union has been, and is 
still engaged in a severe contest with 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Companies, commonly known as the 
“TWIN TRUST”; and 

WHEREAS, The said trust controls 
a large proportion of the output in 
the tobacco industry, thus making it 
difficult for the tobacco workers to 
successfully push a’ boycott against 
each individual brand made by the 
trust; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, through its offi- 
cers and organizers, give special aid 
and assistance to the tobacco workers 
in pushing a boycott against each indi- 
vidual brand and all brands of tobacco 
made by both the American and Conti- 


nental Tobacco Trusts; and, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
unions to assist the tobacco workers 
by vigorously pushing a boycott 
against all brand's of tobacco sold in 
their localities made by the American 
and Continental Tobacco Trusts. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 

Resolution No. 11.—By Delegate Jno. 
B. Lennon, of Journeymen Tailors 
Union of America: r 


ARTICLE IIIL--(New Section)—Sec- 
tion 12. No decision upon a jurisdic- 
tional dispute between two or more 
affiliated national or _ international 
unions shall be rendered by the A. F, 
of L. in Convention assembled, or by 
the Executive’ Council between Con- 
ventions, unless all parties to the con- 
troversy have agreed by a Convention, 
a referendum vote, or such other 
method as shall bind officially their 
respective unions to abide by the de- 
cision, when rendered. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 12.—By Delegate Jno. 
B. Lennon, of Journeymen Tailors 
Union of America: 


ARTICLE IX.—(New Section)—Sec- 
tion 12. The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall 
only have power to revoke the charter 
of an affiliated national or interna- 
tional union when the revocation has 
been ordered by a two-thirds majority 
of a regular Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, by a roll-call 
vote. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 13.—By Delegates 
John Weber and A. A. Myrup, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by 
the annual conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread 
Co. still refuses to make a settlement 
with the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of Amer- 
ica; and 

WHEREAS, The 26th Annual Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. did recom- 
mend that the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor make an ef- 
fort to bring about an adjustment of 
this long-standing controversy, and if 
unsuccessful, that a vigorous cam- 
paign be inaugurated to make this dec- 
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laration of unfairness effective; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. re-affirm 
the boycott against the McKinney 
Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., and in- 
struct the incoming Executive Council 
to do all in its power to induce the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
to make a settlement with the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 14.—By Delegate John 
J. Pfeiffer, of International 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 


WHEREAS, The system of the ma- 
jority of the States in leasing the labor 
of convicts to persons and corporations 
for the manufacture and production of 
commodities and articles of commerce, 
is ruinous and detrimental to the inter- 
ests of free labor, and as well also, to 
the persons doing business with free 
labor; and 


WHEREAS, The several States have 
repeatedly tried to settle this question 
by statutes and by control of lessees 
of convicts, by limiting the output to 
exempted sources, ete., ete, all of 
which, while good or bad to some ex- 
tent or other, have done but little to 
alleviate the harm done py the system 
aforesaid, but rather have brought on 
a condition of chaotic confusion; and 


WHEREAS, The only manner in 
order to secure uniform and effective 
legislation in the abolishment of the 
said harmful condition seems to be in 
the passage of laws by the Congress of 
the United States: thererore, be it 


RESOLVED, By this Convention 
that a committee of five members be 
appointed to confer with the Executive 
Counsel of the American Federation of 
Labor during the time of this Conven- 
tion, and that such committee and the 
Executive Council shall tormulate and 
report to this Convention such a plan 
of campaign as will expedite and 
Systematize the regulation of the con- 


vict labor question by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 15.—By Delegates 
Jas. O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and A. E. 
Ireland, of International Association of 
Machinists: 


WHEREAS, The employes of the 
United States navy yards and naval 
stations and arsenals are debarred 
from recourse to the civil courts for 


United: 


injuries received in there tine of duty; 
and 


WHEREAS, The only relief civil em- 
ployes can receive is by an act of Con- 
gress; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled, endorse the following bill, and 
instrut its Legislative tommuittee to 
have same introduced in Congress, and 
use its best endeavors to nave same in- 
corborated into law. 


BILL. 


To provide relief for such employes 
in the United States navy yards who 
may be disabled by acciaent while in 
the performance of duty, and, in the 
event of fatal casualties, for the relief 
of surviving dependent.. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, that from <end after the first day 
of July next ensuing, wnenever any 
civilian employe of a united States 
navy yard, gun factory or arsenal shall 
be accidentally injurea while in the 
performance of duty, he shall be en- 
titled to relief as follows: 


First, To such medical or surgical 
treatment at a government or public 
hospital as in the judgment of the 
superior medical officer of the yard 
may be deemed wise and necessary; 
and while thus under treatment such 
employe shall be subject to the same 
rules and regulations as enlisted men. 
But when the injury is such that the 
patient can be safely removed to his 
residence, the commandant shall direct 
that requisite medical or surgical treat- 
ment shall be furnishea at his resi- 
dence and both at hospitals and resi- 
dence the treatment ana tmedicine shall 
be furnished free of chatge. 


Second. The wages or salary re- 
ceived by such injured employe at the 
time of accident shall be continued to 
him so long as in the judgement of the 
senior medical officer of the yard or 
arsenal he is thereby incapacitated for 
work in his vocation; but in no case 
shall such wages or salary be contin- 
ued for a longer period than _ six 
months, unless upon the recommenda- 
tion as approved by his department. 


And when such employe shall be dis- 
charged from medical or surgical treat- 
ment he shall have the same preference 
as to employment as is now provided 
for in the rules at the United States 
navy yards, gun factories and arsenals. 


Section 2— 


That in the event of fatal casualties, 
or of death ensuing from accidents 
arising as described in this act. the 
wages or salary received at the time of 
accident shall be paid tor six months 
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succeeding the death of tne employe to 
the widow of the deceasea, if such sur- 
vives, or to minor chilaren or to par- 
ents who were at the time of the acci- 
dent dependent upon the deceased for 
support. 


Section 3— 


That all moneys payable under the 
provisions of this Act shall be paid by 
the regular disbursing oificer of the 
yard or arsenal from tne appropri- 
tions made for the use or that depart- 
ment in which the employe accidentaliy 
injured was employed at the time of 
injury. 


Section 4— 


That throughout this Act the expres- 
sion “Navy yard and arsenal” shall be 
held to cover such establishments of 
the Uuited States as may be designed 
naval stations and arsenais or by any 
term of like signification. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 16.—By Delegates Jas. 
O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and A. E. Ire- 
land, of International Association of 
Machinists: 


WHEREAS, The general trend 
throughout the country is to give the 
wage earners a half holiday each week, 
and as many cities, counties and states 
have adopted a Saturday half holiday; 
and 

WHEREAS, The federal employes 
of the navy yards, naval stations, arse- 
nals and gun factories have enjoyed a 
Saturday half holiday for several years 
during July, August and September by 
an executive order, 


RESOLVED, That this Convention 
instruct its Legislative Committee to 
prepare and have presented to Con- 
gress, a bill securing for the federal 
employes of navy yards, naval stations, 
arsenals and gun factories, the Satur- 
day half holiday, or use its eflorts in 
the direction of securing the adoption 
by ‘Congress of any legislation that 

may be presented seekins to secure the 
Saturday half holiday during July, Au- 
gust and September of each year. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 17.—By Delegate M. 


Holzsager, of the United Cloth Hat and 
Cap Makers of North America: 


WHEREAS, The present system of 
label agitation as conducted by the in- 
dividual unions does not seem to bring 
about the desired results for the unions 
having labels, regardless of the enor- 
mous expense incurred by the respec- 


tive organizations; and 
WHERBEAS, It is impossible for an 
individual organization to reach the 
consuming public through agitation in 
various parts of the United States; and 
WHEREAS, An agitation for union 


labels generally coula be made 
effective and beneficial by various ar- 


ganizations having labels; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention 
authorize the delegates representing 


organizations having union labels to 
confer with the Committee on Labels 

a view of adopting some system 
for label agitation that would be bene- 
ficial to all organizations in the advo- 
cacy of the union label. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 18.—By Delegate Ed- 
ward Cohen, of State Branch of Massa- 
chusetts: 


WHEREAS, The plank of land mon- 
opoly in the platform of the American 
Federation of Labor declares that oc- 
cupancy and use should be the only 
title of land; and 

WHEREAS, Such an arrangement 
would give to the occupiers of valuable 
city lots a great advantage over those 
who would have to use less valuable 
locations, and it would not prevent 
land owners from partially using valu- 
able land in order to get hold of it for 
speculation, 

RESOLVED. That the delegates tothe 
Massachusetts State Branch approve 
following change in Plank 10 of the 
platform of the American Federation 
of Labor: “The abolition of the mon- 
opolies system, of the land holding, by 
taxation of all lands according to its 

value and the exemption from taxa- 
tion of all products of labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 19.—By Delegate Ed- 


ward Cohen, of Massacnusetts State 
Branch: 


RESOLVED, That the Massachusetts 
State Branch of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor do endorse the movement 
of the State, City and Town Employes’ 
Unions for a national trades ony. 
tion charter in order that they have all 
rights of a national union under the 
jurisdiction of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, thereby enabling them to 
thoroughly organize their craft, and 
recommend to the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor the 
granting of the same. 


Referred to Executive Council. 


Resolution No. 20.—By Delegate 
George L. Berry, of International Printe 
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ing Pressmen and Asistants’ Union: 
WHEREAS, Believing that the gen- 
eral interest of all labor organizations 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are jeopardized in the 
legal proceedings now instituted 
against the International Printing 
Pressmen and Assistants’ Union, in the 
United States Circuit Court, Southern 
District of Ohio, by the United Ty- 
pothetae of America, subordinate to 
the Manufacturers’ Association; and 
WHEREAS, The rights of said mem- 
bers of the International Printing 
Pressmen and Assistants’ Union to de- 
termine the policies which they desire 
to establish, viz.: the union shop and 
the inauguration of the eight-hour day, 
are denied them through the signing of 
a contract by the former Board of 
Directors, in direct violation of clearly 
defined instructions of a convention in 
session and the constitution on which 
they were elected; also the sentiments 
of the entire membership of the Inter- 
national Printing Pressmen and Assist- 
ants’ Union; and 
WHEREAS, By the issuing of a tem- 
orary injunction, the Board of Direc- 
ors of the International Printing 
Pressmen and Assistants’ Union, their 
Agents, and Local Subordinate Officers, 
are enjoined from in any way advanc- 
ing the eight-hour workday and the 
union shop at any time without an op- 
portunity of presenting the facts, 
which would, without a question of 
doubt, establish the illegality of the 
contract, and also the injustice brought 
about in the issuing of a restraining 
order, which would for any length of 
time, stop the progress of the eight- 
hour day and the union shop. And, 
WHEREAS, By the issuing of said in- 
junction the interests of all organiza- 
tions in the nrinting industry are af- 
fected in furthering the eight-hour 
workday and the union shop, and in 
lieu of such condition the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention is 
respectfully requested to endorse the 
following: Be it 
RESOLVED. That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in session at Norfolk, 
Virginia, November 11th, 1907, endorse 
the position of the International Print- 
ing Pressmen and Assistants’ Union of 
North America in its ettort to estab- 
lish the eight-hour workday and the 
union shop in the printing industry, 
and thereby further the principles of 
trades unionism; And be it further 
RESOLVED, That all moral and 
financial support within the power of 
the American Federation of Labor, be 
given the International Printing Press- 
men and Assistants’ Union in its ef- 
forts to establish the eight-hour work- 
day and the union shop. And that 
President Gompers be empowered to 


lend all legal advice necessary in 
bringing the case before the United 
States Supreme Court and establish the 
equity and justice due the International 
Printing Pressmen and Assistants’ 
Union of North America, which effect 
would assure the success of the shorter 
workday and the union shop policy. 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. 21.—By Delegate J. L. 
Rodier, Central Labor Union, Washittg- 
ton, D. C.: 


WHEREAS, The organized labor 
movement of the District of Columbia 
is now, and has been for the past year 

or more, waging a desperate fight 
against the open shop in said District, 
in the conduct of which its members 
have been unjustly arrested and held 
on alleged charges of conspiracy, un- 
ions have been enjoined and damage 
suits instituted by employers, and other 
anti-union and open shops advocates, 
and the writ of injunction has been, 
as uSual, used in efforts to intimidate 
organized labor and deeat its high 
and holy purposes; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
extend to the fighting craftsmen of 
Washington its congratulations upon 
the splendii fight they have made, and 
tender them such assistance as may, 
in the wisdom of the Executive Council, 
be necessary now or in the future. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 22.—By welegate J. lk. 
Rodier, Central Labor Union, of Wash- 
ington, D. C.: 


RESOLVED, That tne Executive 
Council, in pursuance or the policy of 
the American Federatign of Labor, to 
reward its political friends and punish 
its enemies, is advised and instructed 
to render such assistance to the friends 
of organized labor in primary elec- 
tions as may, in the opinion of the 
Executive Council, be tewsible and 
practicable. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 23—By Delegates H. 
J. Conway, Max Morris, Herman Rob- 
inson, D. F. Manning, A. B. Loebenberg, 
of the Retail Clerks’ International Pro- 
tective Association: 


WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks’ In- 
ternational Protective Association has 
begun a campaign for the betterment 
of the condition of the female clerks 
employed in the retail stores of Amer- 
ica, and having for its present aim 
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the establishment of a nine dollar a 
week minimum wage; and 


WHEREAS, This movement affects 
a greater number of employes than any 
previous struggle by organized labor 
in the history of the labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 


led, that we give our heartiest en- 

dorsement to this movement, and 
pledge our cordial co-operation and 
assistance. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 24.—By 
Santiago Iglesias, Eugenio 
and Joaquin Becerril, 

WHEREAS, The 
the workmen in Porto Rico in gen- 
eral, and of their respective trades 
in particular, into affiiliated local un- 
ions, largely depends more on a writ- 
ten propaganda than a spoken one and 


Delegates 
Sanchez 
ot Porto Rico: 


organization of 


WHEREAS. Owing to the _ fact 
that the native language in Porto 
Rico is the Spanish, it usually hap- 


ens that the important articles and 
irections which appear in the 
papers and literature used for organ- 
ization purposes have to pe translated 
into the Spanish language in order 
that they may reach the working peo- 
ple for which they are intended, and 


WHEREAS, We are now in the 
process of changing the meagre and 
poor Spanish education received by 
the Porto Rican workmen during 400 
years, for a wiser and more extensive 
one as used. by. the international 
world, and which is so typically and 
progressively representea py the Amer- 
ican Labor movement, and 


WHEREAS, It is our keenest de- 
sire; and most ardent wish to have 
Porto Rico share in the enlightened 
and civilized methods and ideas which 
have inspired trade unions for three 
or four generations, and to attain same 


it is absolutely necessary to translate, 


into Spanish thoughts and ideas, your 
conception of liberty, your methods, 
your aspirations and hopes, and the 
advancement and welfare of mankind; 
and, 


WHEREAS, une Porto Rican work- 
men are far from knowing the high 
standard of organization reached by 
our brothers in America in the eco- 
nomical and social pursufts; and, 


WHEREAS, We believe that some- 
thing of a more practical nature has 
to be done to place our workmen in 
closer touch with the different phases 
and aspects of the American, Labor 
life, and we have thought of nothing 
more appropriate than a newspaper 
which shall undertake the publica- 
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tion in Spanish of everything con- 
nected with labor under the auspices 
of ) ee American Federation of Labor; 
an 


WHEREAS, We are at_ present 
editing and publishing a daily _labor 
paper under the title of “UNION 
OBRERA” (Labor Union) and we 
desire to make it a true and gen- 
uine American Labor paper by en- 
larging its size and by giving it a bet- 
ter and neater appearance, de voting 
the space to interesting matters from 
the different journals of the National 
and International Unions, and by so 
doing our workmen in Porto Rico 
will not only be made familiar with 
our methods and principles, but also 
with our labor writers, the valuable 
seed of whose writings has been sown 
to the profit of the workman of the 
mainland, and without tne least bene- 
fit to their brothers in Porto Rico; and, 


WHEREAS, All papers and docu- 
ments and literary matter issued by 
the different headquarters of the Na- 
tional and International Unions, be- 
sides the reading of the text regard- 
ing labor questions in your labor 
papers will be reprinted in our pe- 
riodical, for the benefit of union men 
and non-unionmen alike, with a_ view 
of encouraging organiz*tion and ad- 
vancing the interests and welfare of 
all the unions alike; and 


WHEREAS, The National and In- 
ternational Unions are forwarding 
from their headquarters by mail to 
their respective local organizations 
a large amount of matter, such as 
circulars, notices, literature. papers 
and journals which by reason of be- 
ing written in the English language 
and in some cases in German, cannot 
be understood by the Porto Rican 
workmen; and 

WHEREAS, The postage paid in 
forwarding such amount of reading 
matter from headquarters to local un- 
ions in Porto Rico, represents a large 
expenditure, besides other expenses 
of printing. ete., without reaping the 
desired results of educating and pro- 
moting the welfare of the labor 
classes at, large, and specially of the 
membership of every union; and 


WHEREAS, Such expenditure no 
matter how small or _ insignificant 
can be made to bring about more 
positive results among the work- 
ing population of our Island is_ in- 
vested in editing and printing a labor 
newspaper in the Spanisn language; 


BE IT RESOLVED, By the 27th 
convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the orticers of the 
National and International Nnions, are 
hereby required to forward to_the 
representative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Porto Rico, copies 
of all papers, ctneesere. notices and 
resolutions, etc., intended for publi- 
cation as well as one copy of the offi- 
cial Journal or other newspaper pub- 
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lished in the interest of any labor 
organization, for translation into 
“UNION 


Spanish and* publication in 
ee San Juan, Porto Rico; 
an 

BE IT RESOLVED, That to de- 
fray the expenses incurred in such 
translations, and in order to carry 
out the necesary improvements in 
aforesaid newspaper, which will 
be the only Spanish publication 
printed in the interest of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor and its affil- 
iated organizations, making of it an 
entirely genuine labor paper with a 


large circulation not only in Porto 
Rico, but in Cuba, South and Cen- 
tral America, and among the Span- 
ish speaking population of North 
America, a special fund for such 
purpose as herein before stated 


is hereby created by imposing a per 
capita of one cent per member on 
every affiliated National and_ Inter- 
national union, for one time only; and 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of 
Labor, is hereby entrusted and 
charged with the collection of such 
per capita of one cent per member, 
same to be in his possession not later 
than four months from date; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That the amount so collected shall 


be invested as foresaid under the su- 
pervision of the _ president of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Resolution, No. 25—By Delegates 
Santiago Iglesias, Eugenio Sanchez 
and Joaquin Becerrill of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS More than 600,000 
agricultural and industrial workmen, 
including men, women and children, 


are at present in Porto Rico in the 
same deplorable condition as in the 
time of the Spanish regime, ten years 
ago; and 

WHEREAS, The aerage wages paid 
to the bulk of the working popu- 
lation of Porto Rica engaged in the 
coffee and sugar industries is 15 cents 
and 45 cents, respectively, for ten 
hours work a day, thus creating a 
condition for them of a most desperate 
character; and 


WHEREAS, The policy announced 
to the people of Porto Rico by the 


representatives of the American peo- 


ple and the American aaministration, 
at the time of the occupation of the 
Island, was to the ettect that they 


had come to our shores for humanity’s 
sake and work out the saivation of the 
people by giving them protection in 
their civil, political and human rights; 


and 

WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that the condition prevailing among 
our Brothers in Porto Rico, has im- 
proved little as compared with the 
enslaved and abject condition under 
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which they labored 
Spanish regime 
enormous 
and trade of the island, wages being 


in time of the 
notwithstanding the 
increase in tne production 


now as low as before ‘and the main 
staple having increased in price about 
40 per cent. due to the coalition of 
business concerns; and 


WHEREAS, The Porto Rican work- 
men have sought relief from their dis- 
tressing condition by organizing trades 


unions, to reduce the excessive work- 
ing hours and increasing the starving 
wages now paid them, as the only 
means of raising the standard of man- 
hood and labor to the :evel on which 
our Nation stands; and 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican labor 


organizations, which are a part of the 
American Federation of Labor, having 
endeavored unceasingly to secure for 
Porto Rican workmen their fair share 
of the rights to which they are enti- 
tled, to command for more respect, 
consideration and material advance- 
ment and to work out their salvation, 
and their efforts having absolutely 
failed due to the absolute lack of pro. 
tection on the part of those charged 
with the enforcement of the law; and 


WHEREAS, The Porto Rican work- 
men have been in the past, and prob- 
ably will continue to be in the future, 
subject to untold persecutions. and 
shameful treatment at the hands of 
officials when they seek to improve 
their conditions by means of peaceful 
strike; and 


WHEREAS, The 
bly of Porto Rico 


Legisiative Assem- 
has committed it- 


self against the enactment of labor 
laws to better the condition of the 
workmen, and furthermore, no re- 


commendation to that effect’ has ever 
been made by the Governor of the Is- 
land to the Legislature, while capital 
is offered every opportunity to increase 
its resources and engroaching power 
to the detriment and injury of the la- 
bor interest, the needs and problems 
of which are ignored and contempt- 
uously treated; and 


WHEREAS, There are at present in 
Porto Rico, two hundred thousand 
children under 14 years of age who 
are being deprived of au education on 
account of the fact that tne local gov- 
ernment has failed to provide a suf- 
ficient number of schoois and teachers; 
and 

WHEREAS, A large number of said 
children are now being employed and 
exploited in factories and other es- 
tablishments with great risk to their 
lives; and y 

WHEREAS, The -American people 
and their administration, being well 
aware of their responsibilities toward 
Porto Rico, are in duty vound not to 
allow the prosperity and progress of 
the Island to be at the mercy of capi- 
tal combinations, by making of it a 
factory worked by slaves with hardly 
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any pay to cover the necessities of 
life; and 

WHEREAS, The opportunities to 
reasonably improve the social and eco- 
nomic conditions of our agricultural 
laborers, which are far from being that 
enjoyed by their brothers in America, 
may be retarded indefinitely due to 
the spurious Americanization of the 
Island by the Executive Council.— 
Upper House of the Legislature ap- 
peinted by the President—which 
solutely controls the affairs of the 
island, and which is wrongfully using 
its powers to grant franchises to cor- 
porations to the detriment of the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico at large, and espe- 
cially of the working classes, while 
the latter are denied iegislation to 
protect their lives and interests; and 


WHEREAS, The Americanization 
thus carried on in Porto Rico could 
better be called the trusts, exploitation 
of our weak and improvished work- 
men whose present conaition will not 
materially change unless the American 
people and the administration at Wash- 
ington interferes in their pehalf to put 
a stop to these evils; and 


WHEREAS, The Insuiar Adminis- 
tration in Porto Rico is engaging in 
public works, an enormous amount of 
convict labor without frofit to the 
people, and to the detriment of many 
thousands of laborers «ho are de- 
prived of an honest living; and 


WHEREAS, The _ present political 
status of Porto Rico is considered dis- 
graceful by politicians and capitalists, 
the United States Congress having de- 
nied citizenship and _ self-government 
to Porto Rico, and, still worse the 
social and financial tyrauny in which 
both capitalists and politicians arm 
in-arm with the trust, have held the 

working population of tne island under 
a system of government incompatible 
with American principies and Ameri- 
can decency; and 

WHEREAS, It is a weil known fact 
in Porto Rico that certain corpora- 
tions now engaged in pusiness there 
and more commonly Known as the 
Sugar corporations or trusts, and the 
tobacco trust, actually own in violation 


of the Foraker act, more than 5,000, 


acres of land and hold the same 
through the agency of third parties, 
who pretend to be the actual owners, 
all of which is to the great prejudice 
of the laboring class and the small 
farmers, who are induced to dispose 
of their holdings by the offer of a 
fairly good price and the probabilty 
of a ruinous competittom should they 
be differently inclined; and 


WHEREAS, The Presiaent of the 
United States may withrn his power 
effect a change for the better for the 
benefit of the population of the island 
by only directing the officials there to 
discontinue the policy followed here- 
tofore for the Americanization of the 
island and that new metnods in har- 


mony with American principles and 
ideas be established; and 


WHEREAS, We have placed our 
confidence and trust and the defense of 
our case not only in the wise and far- 
sighted American Federation of La- 
bor, but also in the nands of the 
Washington officials; therefore, 


BE IT RSEOLVED, By the 27th an- 
nual convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that a committee be 
appointed which jointiy, with the 
Porto Rican delegation, and presided 
over by the President ot the American 
Federation of Labor, shall call on the 
President of the United States, and 
transmit to him the fotstowing recom- 
mendations: 


1. That American citizenship be 
granted to Porto Rico; 

2. That practical and necessary 
economies be introduced in the appro- 
priations for the personnel of the In- 
sular Administration; 

3. That the school appropriation be 
increased to twice the umount now 
expended annually and that an in- 
vestigation be made on the reasons 
why $80,000 worth of school books 
have been destroyed auring recent 
years by the Department of Educa- 
tion; 

4. That the salaries of the Porto 
Rican school teachers be placed on 
the same scale as those paid to Amer- 
ican teachers; 

5. That the eight hour working 
day act, and the labor liability act of 
the country, shall be ovoserved and 
enforced by the different neads of the 
Insular Departments; 

6. The radical abolishment of con- 
vict labor in public works; 

7. Payment to workmen engaged in 
government work in Porto Rico of 
living wages compatible with decent 
government; and proper increase over 
the 40 and 50 cents lv nours a day 
scale; 

8. That the Executive Council in 
Porto Rico be directed to investigate 
and prosecute all corporations holding 
more than 500 acres of :and in viola- 
tion of the Foraker Act, and enjoined 
from granting franchises which are 
a burden to the people of Porto Rico. 

9. Enactment of the following acts 
by the Executive Council and Insular 
Legislature: An act to protect the 
agricultural laborer, working in sugar 


‘and other factories, from being paid 


in chips, tins, or any otner like device, 
but in American legat currency. An 
act to protect workmen from the mer- 
cilessness of trusts, sugar factories. 
An act providing for a thorough in- 
spection of factories, shops, apartment 
buildings and all kinds of establish- 
ments, for the purpose of improving 
the sanitary condition thereof. 

10. That the Insular Police force in 
Porto Rico shall not longer be used 
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as an effective means of breaking 
strikes and terrorizing people while 
peacefully demanding better wages or 
better treatment. 

11. The establishment of a _ branch 
of the Labor Bureau in Porto Rico for 
Lene benefit of the people of the island; 
an 

12. The enactment of a law pro- 
hibiting the employment of children 
under the ages of 14 years in factories, 
workshops and like establishments; 
and,be it further 

RESOLVED, That the aforesaid com- 
mittee shall discharge the duties 
hereinbefore stated betore the presi- 
dnet of the United States, six days 
after adjournment of the 27th conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 26.—By A. E. Kel- 
lington, of the International Union 
of Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 


WHEREAS The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has after thorough in- 
vestigation declared the Washburn 
Crasbe Milling Company of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., to be unfair to organ- 
ized labor; and 


WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby 


Milling Company are _ still antagon- 
istic to the organized labor move- 
ment, therefore; be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the dele- 


gates to the 27th annual convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
assembled at Norfolk, Va., reaffirm 
the former action of the American 
Federation of Labor in declaring the 
said Washburn-Crosby Milling Com- 
pany and all of its products un- 
fair, and we urge that all affiliated 
unions and their members take steps 
that will make this declaration of un- 
fairness still more effective. 

Referred to. Committee on Boycotts. 
27.—By 


Resolution No. Sdward 


Cohen, Massachusetts Federation of 
Labor: 
RESOLVED, That the Massachu- 


setts State Branch American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, demanded that tne Executive 
Council, American Federation of La- 
bor, be authorized to select a com- 
mittee of three, one from the Inter- 
national Brotherhood or Electrical 
Workers, one from the .unternational 
Association of Machinests, and one 
from the Shipwrights ana Carpenters 
Union such members to be tin good 
standing in their respective unions; 
this committee to organize and con- 
duct a campaign in the United States, 
to the end that all ships built and 
repaired for the government, shall be 
built and repaired in the navy yards, 
and that this committee meet as soon 
as possible after its selection and or- 
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ganize, and that each member of said 
committee, receive $24 per week, and 
all necessary expenses, viz: railroad 
fare and hotel expenses not to exceed 
$1.50 per day. The said committee to 
report at the next session of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 28—By Delegate D. 
Sullivan, of Brooklyn Central Labor 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Section 2, a ow XI 
of the Constitution of the F. Of Ene 
requires national and wiiawiaaiaaad un- 
ions to instruct their locals to affil- 
iate with chartered central bodies; 


and 
WHEREAS, In Brooklyn the fol- 
Butchers Unions, Nos, 


lowing unions: 
211 and 342; Bakery and Confection- 


ery Workers Union. No. 3; Beer 
Bottlers and Drivers, Nos. 345 
and 347: Silk Ribbon Weavers Union, 


Textile Workers, No. 2; United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters ‘and Joiners of 
America Nos. 12, 32 291, not only 
do not affiliate with the Central Labor 

nion, but maintain a dual and an- 
tagonistic Central Body known as the 


| gy ag Federation of Labor; there- 
ore 
RESOLVED, That the A..F. of L. 


take immediate steps through the 
proper National and International Un- 
ions to compel the above mentioned 
locals to withdraw from the scab cen- 
tral boey and affiliate with the char- 
tered_central body, the Brooklyn Cen- 
tral Labor Union, and that the sev- 
eral other unaffiliated locals of Na- 
tional and International Unions affil- 
jiated with the _A. F. of L., also be 
“‘nstructed to affiliate with the Brook- 
lyn Central Labor Union. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 29—By Delegate 
Edward Cohen, State Branch Massa- 
chusetts: 


WHEREAS, Under our present pos- 
tal laws, inadequate arrangements are 
made to convey small parcels through 
the mails, greatly to the inconven- 
ience and expense of the general pub- 
lic, and 

WHERAS, The system prevailing 
has materially aided in accumulating 
large fortunes which holding as they 
do, a monopoly in this direction, com- 
pel the public to pay a prohibitive price 
for the convenience of ,small parcels; 

RESOLVED, That the postal laws 
should be amended so as to provide 
for the conveyance of small parcels 
through the mails at reasonable rates 
and in conformity with the rates to 
foreign countries; 

RESOLVED, That if approved, the 
Executive Council shall make this one 
of the preferred measures to secure 
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to the people, at the next session of 
Congress, such legislation as will ter- 
minate the present unjust conditions. 
Resolu- 


Referred to Committee 


tions. 


on 


30.—By Delegate 
oe. AO. We Ma? 


WHEREAS, The political unrest and 
religious persecutions, now prevailing 
in several countries, in wastern Europe 
are resulting in the increase of the 
volume of immigration into the United 
States from the above countries; and 

WHEREAS. These immigrants, 
ignorant of the American wage earn- 
ers’ methods of organized resistance 
against the oppression of their em- 
ployers, are compelled to work for 
wages any unscrupulous employer 
may offer, and thereby becoming a 
menace to the welfare of the Amer- 
ican wage earners; and 

WHEREAS, The only method 
erto adopted by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in dealing with the 
immigration problem, has been in car- 
rying on an agitation tor restrictive 
legislation, which proved itself to be 
futile and ineffective; ana 

WHEREAS, The only method 
organizing these immigrants is by car- 
rying on among them written and 
— agitation for trade unionism; 
anc 

WHEREAS, The only 
cessible to them is either 
capitalistic or socialistic character, 
and have means of becoming im- 
bued with of trade unionism; 
and 

WHEREAS, The trade union pro- 
paganda of the American Federation 
of Labor carried on by organizers and 
writers who are ignorant of the lan- 
@uage and character of the immi- 
grants can therefore be no use to 
them; be it therefore 

RESOLVED, By the 


Resolution No. 
Abraham Rosenberg, 


hith- 


of 


literature ac- 
of a purely 


no 
ideas 


of 


delegates to 


the twenty-seventh annual convention 
of the A. F. of L., assembled in Nor- 
folk, Va., that the Executive Council 


be instructed to devise ways and means 
of bringing these immigrants into the 
ranks of organized labor, by publish- 
ing trade union literature, and ap- 
pointing organizers who shall teach 
them the ideas of unionism in their 
own language. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 31.—By Delegates 
E. W. Potter. Homer D. Call, A. M. 
C. and B. W. of N. A.: 


WHEREAS, No great progress can 
be made by the A. M. C. and B. W. 
of N. A., in the trust packing houses, 
where the strike took place in 1904, 
because the packers seem to he. and 
the butcher workmen believe they are, 
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their 


union, 


antagonistic towards 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor ap- 
point a committee of three, two to be 
international officers, and one a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, to 
meet with the packers and request 
them to define their future policy to- 
wards organized labor. 

RESOLVED, That the said commit- 
tee shall act in the matter and make 
a report back to the Executive Couu- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor within three months from the ad- 
journment of this present convention. 


Referred to Committee on Organ- 
ization. 


Resolution No. 32—By WDeuiegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 

RESCLVED, That the protest filed 
by the Actors’ National Protective 
Union in answer to the decision hy 
the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor granting the 
jurisdiction to the National Alliance 
Theatrical Stage Employes over that 
branch of the theatrical profession 
recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the past fourteen 
years known as Picture Machine Onper- 
ators, who are part and parcel of a 
theatrical performance, recognized as 
such for many years, and who have 


been during that time members of 
the Actors’ National Protective Un- 
ion; therefore, 


RESOLVED, That this decision be 
reopened and that the National Alli- 
ance Theatrical Stage Employes, the 
International Brotherhood Electrical 
Workers, and the Actors’ National 
Protective Union confer with the 
(grievance) adjustment committee of 
the A. F. of L. convention. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 33.—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, the Actors’ National 
Protective Union: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 


of the American Federation 
an amendment to 
to be supmitted to 
session of 1907-8, 
in the statutes 


Council 
of Labor formulate 
the anti-trust law, 
Congress at its 
which shall include 
governing combinations restraining 
trade known as “The Trusts,” the 
business enterprises known as the va- 
rious “Theatrical Syndicates,” placing 
them in the same position under gov- 
ernmental supervision as_ is defined 
under the present law covering these 
combinations of capital who practice 
practical and complete monopoly and 
criminal restraint of trade. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 
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Resolution No. 34—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


WHEREAS, International. Local 
or Federal Trades Unions, affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor, shall not enter into any working 
agreements with any association of 
any trade or calling not affiliated with 
the American federation of Labor, 
when such trade or calling shall be 
recognized by a duly chartered organ- 
ization affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, without the-con- 
sent of said affiliated organization: 
neither shall they render anv moral 
or financial assistance to such un- 
affiliated organization without the con- 
sent of the International, Local or 
Federal Trades’ Union recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor. 

RESOLVED, That a_ violation of 
this resolution shall carry the penaltv 
of suspension of International char- 
ter, and that when a local organiza- 
tion shall violate this resolution, said 
local shall, on vroofs being submitted 
of the same, be susnended from the 
International organization. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 35—By Delegate 
Harry DeVaux. Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 

RESOLVED, That it is hereby con- 
ceded that all parts of a_ theatrical 
production occurring behind the foot- 
lights and in front of the scenery after 
same has been placed in positien by 
the stage mechanics, the same béing 
specialties, acts, illusions, acrobats, 
and any and all form of entertainment 
presented as such in any theater, mu- 
sic hall. circus, fair ground or park. 
in which any form of entertainment 
is produced shall be under the juris- 
diction of the Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union. 

RESOLVED, That this resolution 
shall in no way conflict with the rights 
recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, giving the American 
Federation of Musicians the privilege 
of producing band concerts, in_ the 
various theaters, music ha!ls, fairs 
and parks. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 36—By Delegate 
Harry DeVaux. Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


RESOLVED, That no person car- 
rying a card of any recognized affil- 
iated organization chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, shall 
act as an employer, employing agent 
or contractor of non-union labor, 
help or talent. 


RESOLVED. That on proof of vio- 
lation being presented to tne local or 
international organization which _re- 
cognizes such person as a member, 


said member shall be suspended from 
said International or Local organiza- 
tion. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegate 
Gustav Diehle, Michigan Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, Dayne, the vear end- 
ing June 30 1907, 285.349 immi- 
grants were unloaded a this country. 
principally from Italy, Russia and 
Austro-Hungary; and 


WHEREAS. Most of this iapor was 
of the lowest and cheapest variety 
and was and is used for strike-break- 
ing purposes largely by the various 
associations of emplovers, to the det- 
riment of American labor; and 


WHEREAS, The introduction of 
this class of immigrants, with their 
low standard of living. their preiju- 
dices, their disposition towards vio- 
lence, their contempt of law and or- 
der, compels the American worknien 
to organize and elevate them simply 
as a means of self-protection, and in- 
troduces an element that has a ten- 
dencv to cause a lowering of our 
= of citizenship; therefore, 

e i 


RESOLVED, That the Michigan 
Federation of Labor considers the con- 
tinuation of this wholesale introduc- 
tion of cheap alien labor a menace to 
the workingmen of the United States. 
realizing that it will reduce the stand- 
ard of living by bringing about an 
era of low wages, long hours and un- 
sanitary conditions, which organized 
labor has been consistently combat- 
ntl for many years; and. be it fur- 

er 


RESOLVED, That the Amertcan 
Federation of Labor is opposed to the 
gathering of strike-breakers from the 
lowest strata of the European indus- 
trial world and their introduction into 
this country in competition with the 
citizens of the United States: and 
hereby declares for a revision of our 
immigration laws with such restric- 
tions as will prevent the introduction 
of undesirable aliens into this country 
and calls upon all other bodies of 
union labor to take an active part in 
the agitation for such restrictive leg- 
islation; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor is instructed to 
have prepared a bill providing such 
protection as the American working 
man requires from this alien indus- 
trial menace, and to take such steps 
as are necessary to have said bill in- 
troduced in and passed by Congress. 


Referred to Committee on Preai- 
dent’s Report. 


Resolution No. 38—By Delegate 
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J. Wallace, International 
Pavers, etc.: 


WHEREAS, The Internattonal Un- 
ion of Pavers, Rammermen, ilaggers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb Setters, made 
application to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, for a charter to cover 
the above named work: and 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor granted the said Inter- 
national Union of Pavers. Rammer- 
men, Flaggers, Bridgge avd Curb Set- 
ters, the charter to cover. and have 
jurisdiction over the above named 
work: and 


WHEREAS, The peace conference 
held in New York City, on February 
4 5 and 6. 1907, decided to allow the 
Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Setters to 
remain an independent local in and 
around Greater New York, to the de- 
triment of the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters, and 


WHEREAS. In many arge cities 
the Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Set- 
ters have properly affiliated them- 
selves with the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters now: therefore. 
be it 


RESOLVED. That the International 
Union of Pavers. Rammermen. Flag- 
gers. Bridge and Curb Setters, appeal 
to this convention to non-concur in 
the recommendation of the peace con- 
ference in so far as Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters are concerned; and 
be it further 


Union of 


RESOLVED That this convention 
grant the Interuational Union of 
Pavers. Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters, the full jurisdic- 
tion claimed in their application for 
charter, and approved and granted by 
the American Federation of Labor. 
and which application is on file in 
the headauarters of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 39—By Delegate 
Gompers., of Cigar Makers’ Interna- 
tional Union: 


RESOLVED, That Article XIII, 
Section 11, be amended as follows: 

Strike out the words ‘it be impera- 
tively ordered that no,’’ on last line 
of page 19 and the first line of page 
20, and insert in lieu thereof ‘under 
no circumstances shall a.” 

Strike out the word “shall” in line 
2 page 20. 

Between the word “been” and the 
word “auchorized,”’ line 4, page 20 in- 
sert the word “first.” 

Strike out the word ‘their’ Section 
V, line 7, page 21. and insert in lieu 
thereof the word ‘its.” 

Referre.l t> Committee cn Laws. 


On motion of Vice-President O’Con- 
nell the rules were suspended at 4 
p. m., and the cenvention adjourned 
to 9 @ m., Wednesday, November 13th. 
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THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was caltea to order 
at 9 a. m., Wednesday, November 13th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—Kline, Mockler, Flynn (T. 
H.), Glockling, Russell (D. L.), Fay, 
Williams (J. J.), Winters, Newton, Wil- 
liams ro a McSorley, Harrison 
(Thos.), Wilson (J. P.), Dempsey, 
Weber, Miller (Owen), Schwarz, Starr, 
Calhoun, Sands, Freel, McDonald (M. 
J.), Powell, Entenza, Koonce, Lang- 
ston, Johnson (H.), Hirsch, Richards, 
McCullough, Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, 
Lyon, Piggott, Robinson (Frank), Bo- 
gasse, Clinton, Snyder (A. C.), Hau- 
sen, Vaughn, Rizzle, Roberts, Justice, 
Kresge, Ramsdell, Roe, Blake (W. E.), 
Beatty, Booth, Green, Myers, Grant, 
Freedman, Conley. 


Delegate Byron, Secretary of the 
Committee on Rules and Order of 
Business, read the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 


RULES AND ORDER OF BUS- 
INESS. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
27th annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—We, your Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, beg 
leave to submit the following re- 
port: 


RULES. 


We recommend the adoption of the 
following rules for the government 
of the convention: 


Rule 1. The convention shall be 
called to order 9 a. m., remain in ses- 
sion until 12 o’clock noon; re-assem- 
ble at 2 p. m., and continue in ses- 
sion until 5:30 p. m., except on Sat- 
urday, which shall be a half-holiday. 


Rule 2. If a delegate while speak- 
ing be called to order, he shall, at 


the request of the chair, take his seat 
until the question of order is decided. 


Rule 3. Should two or more dele- 
gates rise to speak at the same time, 
the chair shall decide wno is entitled 
to the floor. 


Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks except it be 
to call him to a point of order. 


Rule 5. A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same ques- 
tion until all who wish to speak shall 
have had an opportunity to do so. 


Rule 6. A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question 
without permission from the conven- 
tion. 

tule 7. Speeches shall be limited 
to ten minutes, but the time of speak- 
ing may be extended by vote of the 
convention. 


Rule 8. A motion shall not be open 
for discussion until it has been sec- 
onded and stated from the chair. 


Rule 9. At the request of five mem- 
bers the mover of a motion shall be 
required to reduce it to writing. 


Rule 10. When a question 1s pend- 
ing before the convention, no motion 
shall be in order except to adjourn, 
to refer, for the previous question, to 
postpone indefinitely, to postpone for 
a certain time, to divide or amend, 
which motions shall have precedure 


in the order named. ‘ 


Rule 11. Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 


Rule 12. A motion to reconsider 
shall not be entertained unless made 
by a delegate who voted in the major- 
ity, and shall receive a majority vote. 
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Rule 13. Any delegate failing to 
present his card within 30 minutes 
after the convention is called to order 
shall be marked absent, but in the 
event of unavoidable absence he may 
so report to the secretary and be 
marked present. 


Rule 14. It shall require at least 
twelve members to move the previous 
question. 

Rule 15. All resolutions shall bear 
the signature of the introducer and 
the title of his union. 


Rule 16. No motion or resolution 
shall be voted upon until the mover 
or introducer has had a chance to 
speak if he or she so desires. 


Rule 17. No resolutions shall be 
received after Thursday’s _ session, 
November 14, without unanimous con- 
sent of the convention. 


Rule 18. Roberts’ rules shall be the 
guide on all matters not herein pro- 
vided for. 

Rule 19. The main body of the 
hall shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1. Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with un- 
less called for. 

2. Report of Committee on Creden- 
tials. 

Report of Officers. 

. Report of Regular Committees. 
Report of Special Committees. 
Unfinished Business. 

. New Business. 

. Election of Officers. 

. Good of the Federation. 

10. Adjournment. . 

Any alteration or correction shall be 
made to the secretary in writing. 

Respectfully submitted, 

yw. LEE, Chairman, 
R. BYRON, Secretary, 
JOHN C. JOHNSON, 
DANIEL SULLIVAN, 
E. T. BEHRENS, 
GUSTAV DIHLE, 

A. McANDREWS, 

S. E. PEETE, 

WM. SCHWAB, 

P. H. MALLOY, 
JAMES J. DARDIS, 
JOHN CALLAHAN, 


© O11 Of & 


Vice-President Duncan—For several 
conventions past there has been a dif- 
ference between the Rules and the 
Constitution as to the time when reso- 
lutions may be introduced. Section 5 
of Article III of the Constitution pro- 
vides that resolutions cannot be in- 
troduced after the third day. I men- 
tion this now so that point of order 
can be raised on a delegate who in- 
troduces a resolution on the fourth 
day. I move as an amendment that 
the Rules be changed to conform to 
Section 5, of Article III of the Con- 
stitution. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Lewis (T. L.), Wilson (W. B.), 
Kennedy (W. E.), and Treasurer Len- 
non. 

Vice-President Duncan withdrew 
his proposed amendment to the report 
of the Committee on Rules. 

On motion the report or the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Busi- 
ness was adopted as read. 


Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—I move 
that the unanimous consent of this 
convention be given for the introduc- 
tion of resolutions until . Thursday 
evening at 5:30 o’clock. 

The motion was seconded by Vice- 
President Duncan, and carried. 


Delegate Fischer (Henry)—I move 
that the controversy existing at the 
present time between the Brewery 
Workers’ organization and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor be referred 
to a special committee of seven for 
consideration. (Seconded.) 


Delegate Ryan (W. B.), asked if 
the request came from the Brewery 
Workers. Delegate Fischer’ stated 
that he had not been requested by 
the Brewery Workers to make the mo- 
tion. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Fischer (Henry), Holland, Kla- 
petzky, Wilson (James), Lewis (T. L.) 
and Mahon. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.), advised that 
the matter be referred to the Adjust- 
ment Committee. 


Delegate Fischer (Henry) stated 
that he would withdraw his motion, 
if there was no objection from the 
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convention, and allow the matter to 
go to the Adjustment Committee. 


Objection was offered to withdraw- 
ing the motion, which was voted.on 
and lost by a vote of 97 to 55. ° 


The motion to refer to 
Committee was adoptes. 


Adjustment 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELE- 
GATES TO THE 40TH ANNUAL 
CONVENTION OF THE 
BRITISH. TRADES UN- 

ION CONGRESS. 


The following report of fraternal 
delegates John T. Dempsey and W. 
E. Klapetzky, was read by Delegate 
Klapetzky: 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor: 


Your representatives, chosen at the 
Minneapolis convention as fraternal 
delegates to the 40th dannual session 
of the British Trades Union Congress, 
beg leave to report as follows: 


The convention was held in Bath, 
England, September 2d to 7th, inclu- 
sive. There were present 521 dele- 
gates, representing 1,700,000 members. 
Among the delegates were 34 mem- 
bers of Parliament. In point of num- 
bers it was the largest gathering ever 
held by the representatives of the 
working men,and women of Great 
Britain. Inasmuch as past delegates 
have often detailed the work of the 
Congress in their reports, we feel it 
unnecesary to repeat many of the 
things they have said, and will there- 
fore confine our report to what we 
consider new and important measures 
adopted this year. 


First of all, we have the pleasure 
of reporting that by an amendment 
to the Trades Dispute Bill the infa- 
mous Taff-Vale decision is repealed 
and the funds of the labor unions are 
now safe against attack by the em- 
ployers. The importance of this meas- 
ure, not alone to the workers of Great 
Britain should not be overlooked. 


We have with us today, Mr. D. J. 
Shackleton, M. P., who :ast year, al- 
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though elected a representative to our 
convention, declined to attend in or- 
der that he might remain on the field 
of battle—the House of Parliament— 
and there safeguard the interests of 
British labor and secure the enact- 
ment of a law proposed by the pre- 
vious Congress. On recognition of his 
work a complimentary banquet was 
tendered him in the House of Com- 
mons by the Parliamentary Commit- 
tee of the Congress. The bill as 
passed is as follows: 





TRADES DISPUTE BILL. 


An Act to provide for the regula- 
tion of Trade Unions and Trade Dis- 
putes. (21st December, 1906.) 


Re it enacted by the King’s most 
Excellent. Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spir- 
itual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same as 
follows: 


1. The following paragraph,shall be 
added as a new paragraph after the 
first paragraph of section 3, of the 
Conspiracy and Protection of Property 
Act, 1875: 


“An act done in pursuance of an 
agreement or combination by two or 
more persons shall, if done in contem- 
plation or furtherance of a trade dis- 
pute, not be actionable unless the act, 
if done without any~such agreement 
or combination, would be actionable.” 


2.—(1) It shall be lawful for one 
or more persons, acting on their own 
behalf or on behalf of a Trade Union 
or of an individual employer or firm 
in contemplation or furtherance of a 
trade dispute, to attend at or near a 
house or place where a person re- 
sides or works or carries On business 
or happens to be, if they so attend 
merely for the purpose of peacefully 
obtaining or communiéating  infor- 
mation, or of peacefully persuading 
any person to work or abstain from 
working. 


(2) Section seven of the Conspir- 
acy and Protection of Property Act, 
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1875, is hereby repealed from ‘“‘at- 
tending at or near’’ to the end of the 
section. 


3. An act done by a person in con- 
templation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute shall not be actionable on the 
ground only that it induces some other 
person to break a contract of employ- 
ment or that it is an interference with 
the trade, business, or employment of 
some other person, or with the right 
of some other person to dispose of his 
capital or his labour as he wills. 


4.—(1) An action agatnst a Trade 
Union, whether of workmen or mas- 
ters, or against any members or offi- 
cials thereof on behalf df themselves 
and all other members of the Trade 
Union in respect of any act alleged 
to have been committed by or on be- 
half of the Trade Union, shall not be 
entertained by any court. 


(2) Nothing in this section shall 
affect the liability of the frustees of 
a Trade Union to be used in the events 
provided for by the Trades Union Act, 
1871, Section 9, except in respect of 
any act committed by or on behalf 
of the union in contemplation or in 
furtherance of a trade dispute. 


5.—(1) This Act may be cited as 
the Trade Disputes Act, 1906, and the 
‘Trade Union Acts, 1871 and 1876, and 
this Act may be cited togefmier as the 
Trade Union Acts, 1871 to 1906. 


(2) In this Act the expressfon 
“Trade Union’? has the same meaning 
as in the Trade Union Acts, 1871 and 
1876, and shall include any combina- 
tion as therein defined, notwithstand- 


ing that such combination may be the . 


branch of a Trade Union. 


(3) In this Act and in the Con- 
spiracy and Protection of Property 
Act, 1875, the expression “trade dis- 
pute” means any dispute between em- 
ployers and workmen, or between 
workmen and workmen, which is con- 
nected with the employment or non- 
employment or the terms of the em- 
ployment, or with the conditions of 
labour, of any person, and the ex- 
pression “workmen” means all per- 
sons employed in trade or industry, 


whether or not in the employment of 
the employer with whom a trade dis- 
pute arises; and, in section three of 
the last-mentioned Act, the words 
“between employers and workmen” 
shalk be repealed. 


Next in importance, as we saw it, 
was the Workmen’s Compensation 
Bill. This measure, now a tiaw, 13 
worthy of emulation wherever labor 
is employed. We quote from the pro- 
ceedings its most salient features: 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
BILL. 


As is known the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Bill at the time of the Liv- 
erpool Congress had passed through 
the Committee on Law, and was 
awaiting its committee stage through 
the House of Commons. The bill was 
not reached till November, and at the 
request of Parliamentary Committee a 
meeting was held of the two groups 
of Labour Members on Wednesday 
evening, 28th November, 1906, in the 
House of Commons to consider the 
amendments to the Compensation Bill 
which were to be debated the next 
day. 

Mr. G. N. Barnes presented a report 
on behalf of the Sub-Committee of 
Labour members appointed to exam- 
ine the amendments previously. Each 
amendment was considered seriatim, 
the committee recommending some to 
be supported and others opposed. 


The report was finally adopted by 
the full conference, and the sub-com- 
mittee was requested to consider any 
fresh amendments appearing on the 
order paper and to call another con- 
ference if nevessary. 

Since then a bill has been passed 
(which came into operation on Ist 
July) which is computed to bring 6,- 
000,000 additional persons within the 


_, scope of the law giving compensation 


for tnjury by accident.. This act has 
its defects, and some alterations are 
still necessary to bring it up to the 
standard set by the Trades Union Con- 
gress, but on examination it will be 
found that many important reforms 
have been secured, for which the Par- 
liamentary Committee on your behalf 
have been agitating by deputation, 
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lobbying, and propaganda work. It 
may be interesting to reprint the reso- 
lution passed at the Hanley Congress, 
so that it may be seen how far the 
Parliamentary Committee have suc- 
ceeded in carrying your wishes into 
effect. 


RESOLUTION PASSED AT HANLEY 
CONGRESS. 


This Congress is of opinion that any 
satisfactory amendment of the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act must pro- 
vide for the following: 


(1) The inclusion of all workmen, 
hereinafter defined, who receive per- 
sonal injury by accident or otherwise 
arising out of or in the course of his 
employment. : 


(2) Payment of not less than 50 
per cent, based upon the full weekly 
wages or earnings of persons in the 
same grade of employment in the 
same works. 


(3) Payment to date from day of 
accident. 


(4) Payment to a minor to be based 
upon the ultimate loss which such 
person, becoming an adult, sustains 
as a result of said injury. 


(6) Compensation to be payable to 
dependents, and dependents to mean 
relatives or guardians. 


(7) That workmen, equally with 
employers, shall have power to apply 
for commutation by lump sum. 


(8) That the weekly payment to a 
workman, who has met with a perma- 
nent injury, cannot be terminated ex- 
cept by commutation. Commutation 
to be not less than 75 per cent. of 
the actuarial value of the workman’s 
weekly payments. 


(9) And the onus be thrown upon 
the employer to prove that the par- 
ticular workman fully understood at 
the time the terms of the settlement, 
and was cognisant of the rights which 
he possessed under the Act. 
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(10) Where compensation has been 
paid to an injured person, the em- 
ployer is to be compelled under a pen- 
alty to register an agreement in the 
county court. 


(11) The provision of some system 
of compulsory insurance which will 
secure that employers shall have paid 
the necessary funds to compensate for 
all accidents or injury, or for diseases 
arising out of or incidental to the na- 
ture of any employment. 


(12) In any review of an award of 
compensation no reduction shall take 
place unless the wages which the 
workman is earning, or when able to 
earn, exceeds the full wages which he 
formerly earned. 


The expression “‘workman"' includes 
every person who has entered into, or 
works, whether by way of manual 
labour or otherwise, under a contract 
of service or apprenticeship, with an 
employer in the United Kingdom, or 
in the employ of the State, or on 
board a British ship or foreign ship 
in British waters, whether the con- 


tract is expressed or implied, or is 
oral, or in writing. The expression 
“minor” in this act includes every 


person who has not attained the high- 
est grade of the employment in which 
he may be employed at the time of 
the accident. 


1. The new act applies practically 
to all workpeople, including seamen, 
as well as clerks ané@ shop assistants, 
as demanded in the resolution passed 
at the Liverpool Congress. 

2. The amount payable in case of 
death or injury is generally (except 
for young persons) the same as fixed 
by the Act of 1897, viz., half wages 
up to a maximum of £1 per week 
during total disablement, half the dif- 
ference between earning capactiy be- 
fore and after accident in cases of 
partial disablement. 

3. Where the incapacity lasts two 
weeks or more, the weekly payments 
are to commence from the date of 
injury, instead of, as heretofore, from 
a fortnight after that date. 

4. A young person under 21 years 
of age will be entitled to full wages up 
to 10s. per week, and at subsequent 
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reviews, in the event of continued 
disablement, to half the sum which 
he would probably have been earn- 
ing at the time of such reviews but for 
the accident, but not exceeding £1 per 
week. 


6. In the event of fatal accident, 
and workmen leaving relatives wholly 
dependent, three years’ wages or £150 
whichever is the larger sum, but not 
to exceed £300. If the workman who 
is killed leaves relatives partially de- 
pendent, the employer is liable to pay 
such smaller sum as may be awarded; 
but if no dependents are left, the em- 
ployer is liable for burial expenses 
up to £10. 


8. Where any weekly payment has 
been continued for not less than six 
months, the liability therefor may, on 
application by or on behalf of the 
employer, be redeemed by tne pay- 
ment of a lump sum of such an 
amount as, where the incapacity is 
permanent, would, if invested in the 
purchase of an immediate life an- 
nuity from the National Debt Commis- 
sioners through the Post Office Sav- 
ings Bank, purchase an annuity for 
the workman equal to 75 per cent. of 
the annual value of the weekly pay- 
ment, and as in any other case may 
be settled by arbitration under this 
act, and such lump sum may be or- 
dered by the committee or arbitrator 
or judge of the county court to be in- 
vested or otherwise applied for the 
benefit of the person entitled thereto: 
Provided that nothing in this para- 
graph shall be construed as preventing 
agreements being made for the re- 
demption of a weekly payment by a 
lump sum. 


A special feature of the new act 
will be that it takes seamen under its 
protection. Hitherto shipowners have 
been liable to a certain limited extent 
under the Merchant Shipping Act, and 
they have always resisted: the inclu- 
sion of “seamen’’— a term, by the 
bye, which embraces masters, appren- 
tices, and engineers—in any measure 
which dealt with general employers’ 
liability for accidents. This bill for 
the first time gives the seaman the 
same rights as shore workers, from 


the time he leaves his ship suffering 
from an accident. His dependents, in 
the event of his dying by accident at 
sea, will have the same rights as the 
dependents of shore workers killed 
by accident. But the provisions of 
the Merchant Shipping Act will still 
determine the liability of the ship- 
owner while the seaman is alive and 
afloat. The act, however, will not ap- 
ply to the crews of fishing vessels, 
who are paid in shares of the catch 
or of the gross earnings of the vessel, 
nor will it apply to pilots. 

A novel feature is that relating to 
industrial diseases. Certain trades, 
and diseases incidental to them, are 
scheduled, and it is provided that a 
certifying surgeon may place a per- 
son who has followed a _ scheduled 
trade, and who is suffering from a 
scheduled disease, on the benefits of 
the bill, in which event the last em- 
ployer will be liable to pay compen- 
sation, with a right of indemnity 
against other employers—if any— 
during the previous twelve months, 
The home secretary may compel em- 
ployers in a trade scheduled as dan- 


.gerous to subscribe to a mutual fund 


to meet claims for compensation, pro- 
vided that such fund has the support 
of a majority of the employers in that 
trade; and he also has power to add, 
at his discretion, to the list of sched- 
uled trades and diseases. 

Many other bills of importance on 
the Agenda were discussed on which 
we would like to report in detail if 
time permitted. Among them was a 
charge made by M. J. O’Grady, M. P., 
against the Salvation Army for con- 
ducting a sweat shop. The charge 
is as follows: 


THE CHARGE OF SWEATING 
AGAINST THE SALVATION 
ARMY. 


‘Mr. J. O’Grady, M. P. (Furnishing 
Trades), on the suspension of Stand- 
ing Orders, moved: 


“This Congress after hearing the 
evidence in support of the statement 
that sweating prevails at the Salva- 
tion Army Depot, Hanbury Street, 
London, igstructs the Parnamenwry 
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Committee to at once open negotia- 
tions with the Salvation Army author- 
ity, with’ a view to an inquiry being 
made, so that joinery manufactured 
at their workshops may not be put 
upon the market at prices that un- 
fairly compete with the general build- 
ing firms who pay their workmen the 
rate of wages and observe the condi- 
tions agreed upon between tne Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association and 
the joiners’ Trade Unions.” 

He desired to say at the outset that 
he did not wish to injure the religious 
susceptibilities of any member of the 
Congress. He wanted to pay a tri- 
bute to the general social regenerative 
work of the Salvation Army, but at 
the same time he expressed the strong 
opinion that in this particular section 
of the work it was undermining: the 
position of Trade Unionists and their 
conditions of labor, and was doing 
even real harmful work to _ the 
men they were attempting to 
regenerate. They had known that 
sweating existed in that par- 
ticular department for years, but they 
had never been able to prove it until 
about three weeks’ before Congress 
met, when they had placed in their 
hands particulars of a very startling 
character. No doubt many of the del- 
egates had read the correspondence 
which had appeared in the London pa- 
pers in respect to the matter. There 
were something like 58 joinerymen 
employed in the department, as well 
as carpenters and cabinet makers, and 
it was almost impossible for them to 
escape from conditions which almost 
amounted to a penal settlement. If 
an inquiry was granted he thought the 
facts would be proved up to the hilt. 
Producing sketches of jobs and their 
particulars, he read one requiring four 
windows to be made for 4s. each. That 
was 500 per cent. less than the wages 
paid to the ordinary joiner in the 
general building shops of London. 
Then came a serious question as to 
infringement of the Truck Act. The 
amount paid was calculated on a basis 
of paying the men 12s. a week. Of 
that 9s. was deducted for board and 
lodgings, and he thought 9s. was a 
high charge, even supposing he 
earned the full 12s., which was in 90 
per cent. of the cases absolutely im- 


possible. From the 3s. deductions 
were made _ for clothes and boots, 
which were mostly supplied by the 
philanthropic public. The idea of the 
department was to regenerate the 
men, but the men could not get into 
ordinary employment again because 
they had no tools. As one of the men 
said to him, “I can never gather suf- 
ficient money from these low wages 
of 1s. to 2s. a week to buy the tools 
required outside.’””’ He wished to say, 
in conclusion, that he believed that if 
General Booth himself was aware of 
the evidence in their possession , he 
would absolutely insist upon a pub- 
lic inquiry into the matter, and he felt 
sure that when the Parliamentary 
Committee entered upon the negotia- 
tions with the proper au<horities, and 
the General came to know what was 
taking place, he would assist the com- 
mittee to make the inquiry. 

The resolution was passed unani- 
mously. 

Another resolution carried unani- 
mously was very familiar to us, viz., 
a protest against army and navy bands 
competing with civilian musicians. 

The Miners’ Eight-Hour Bill re- 
ceived considerable attention at the 
hands of Parliament, but failed of pas- 
sage. The Home Secretary for the 
government, however, promised that 
this measure would be passed next 
year. 

A bill, now a law, nroviding for the 
“feeding of school children,” seemed 
to us a new departure. We quote 
from the proceedings as follows: 

A small but useful measure was 
passed last session relating to the 
feeding of school children. It is esti- 
mated that in London alone 120,000 
children go to school every morning 
either without breakfast cr insuffi- 
ciently fed. In all our large towns 
the same state of things exists. 
Whether it be the fault or misfortune 
of the parents that this‘ obtains, the 
State has no right to allow the child 
to suffer. From an economic standa- 
point it is beneficial to the State to 
see that the child is in a position to 
receive the education which is pro- 
vided. It is impossible to cultivate 
the brain when the stomach is empty. 
The millions of money which are spent 
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on education ought to be made pro- 
ductive. The child is the nation’s 
best asset. The bill provides that the 
child shall have at least one substan- 
tial meal per day provided out of 
public moneys, but it does not do away 
with parental responsibility, as pro- 
vision is made for making perents pay 
the cost who are in a position to do so. 
The next convention of the Con- 
gress will be held in Nottingham. 


Two members of Parliament, Mr. D. 
J. Shackelton of the Associated Weav- 
ers, and Mr. J. Hodge, of the Stecl 
Smelters, were elected as fraternal 
delegates to this convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. We 
recommend them to you, and request 
that mercy be shown the:u. 


Fraternally submitted, 


JOHN T. DEMPSEY, 
W. E. KLAPETZKY. 


Delegate Grout asked the unani- 
mous consent of the convention to the 
introduction and immediate consid- 
eration of a resolution. 

Objection was made to the imme- 
diate consideration of the resolution, 
and it was referred by President Gom- 
pers to one of the regular committees. 

President Gompers referred sub- 
jects from the President’s Annual Re- 
port to the various committees as fol- 
lows: 

“Eight-Hour Workday—Make It 
Universal,” ‘“Eight-Hour Day in the 
Printing Industry,” “Eight-hour Bill,” 
and “Eight-Hour Law,” to Special 
Committee on Eight Hours. “Van 
Cleave’s Suit Against the A. F. of L.,” 
to the Special Committee appointed 
to consider that subject. ‘“Jurisdic- 
tion Claims—Adjustments—Conten- 
tions—-Power to Decide,’ to Adjust- 
ment Committee. ‘Progress of Union 
Label Work,” to Label Committee. 
“American Federation of Labor Or- 
ganizers,’”’ to Committee on Organi- 
zation. “American Federationist— 
Extend Its Influence,” to the Special 
Committee on American Federationist. 
“Education — Labor — Progress,” 
“American Federation of Labor Ex- 
hibit at Jamestown,” and ‘America’s 
Labor Press,” to Committee on Edu- 
cation. 

Secretary Morrison read a telegram 


from Governor N. B. Broward, of 
Florida, and a communication from 
A. Gray, Secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Tampa, Fla., inviting 
and urging the American Federation 
of Labor to hold its next convention 
at Tampa, Fla. 

The following resolutions were sub- 
mitted and referred to appropriate 
committees: 


Resolution No. 41.—By Delegate J. 
L. Rodier, Central Labor Union of the 
District of Columbia: 


WHEREAS, At a regular meeting 
of the Central Labor Union of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, held September 9, 
it was regularly moved and adopted, 
that a committee of five be appointed 
to consider the matter of building a 
temple, as a home for organized labor 
in the District of Columbia. The said 
committee after two weeks’ careful 
consideration, reported favorably, and 
advised that a board of trustees, com- 
prising twelve members, be appointed; 
in lieu of which seven more members 
were added to said committee with 
power to act. 


THEREFORE, the committee of 
twelve realizing the essential utility 
of such a work, as well as the heavy 
burden that has been placed upon 
them do hereby pray. that it may 
have the approval of your honorable 
body, also your moral support to the 
end that we may all share in the glory 
of our common cause. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 42.—By Delegate 
George Allen, Trades Assembly, Den- 
ver, Colo.: 


WHEREAS, It is recognized that 
the union label is the most potent 
weapon in the hands of trades union- 
ists, and that a consistent demand. for 
the union labels of all crafts will go 
far to remedy that lack of solidarity 
and fraternalism which exists among 
trades unionists, as manifested by the 
fact that many members of organized 
labor are indifferent or careless in the 
matter of purchasing union-made 
goods, thereby failing to avail them- 
sélves of their most powerful weapon 
—the combined purchasing power of 
trades unionists; and 

WHEREAS, It is the further belief 
that the individual efforts of trades 
unions to advance the interests and 
use of their own labels has not met 
with the success that worthy cause 
merits; and 

WHEREAS, The organization of 
label leagues composed of delegates 
from all labor unions and organized 
on the lines of central bodies, as il- 
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lustrated by Union Label League No. 
1 of Denver, Colo., and followed by 
Union Label League No. 2, Pueblo, 
Colo.. No. 3, Salt Lake City, Utah; 
No. 4. Winnipez Manitoba; No. 5, 
Kansas City, Mo.; No. 6. St. Louis, 
Mo.; and No. 7, Minneapolis, Minn., 
has demonstrated it to be the most 
practical and beyond question the best 
plan yet devised and put in operation 
for the education of organized labor 
along label lines and the benefits to be 
derived therefrom; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the. American 
Federation of Labor, in MTwenty- 
seventh Annual Convention assem- 
bled direct the Executive Council to 
instruct the district and other organ- 
izers to secure the organization of 
such label leagues in all cities where 
subordinate unions exist. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 43.—By Delegate 
George Allen, Trades Assembly, Den- 
ver, Colo.: 


WHEREAS, The Blue Grass but- 
tons or vins which originated in Den- 
ver, Colo., and which have been so 
persistently pushed and become_ so 
universally known as the Union La- 
bor League emblem, and 

WHEREAS, We the delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor. in 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
assembled, believe that much _ good 
can and will be accomplished by a 
general use of such emblem; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, Py the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention assembled, that we 
endorse the Blue Cross buttons or 
pins, emblems of the Union Label 

agzgue movement, and that the same 
be placed upon the colored and official 
Union Label Bulletin issued by this 
Federation. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 44.—By Delegate 
Annie Fitzgerald of Women’s Interna- 
tional Union Label League: 


WHEREAS, The history of the or- 
ganized labor movement presents no 
grander example of self-sacrifice and 
unstinted devotion to the cause of La- 
bor than that presented by the efforts 
of the women voluntarily organized 
under the banner of the omen’s 
International Union Label League. As 
the purchasing agent of the family, 
thus necessarily handling the greater 
portion of the income her influence 
in assisting our friends and punish- 
ing our enemies is of great import- 
ance. and should not be under-esfi- 
mated. One determined woman in- 
sisting upon goods made under union 
conditions wields more influence and 
has more effect than a lodge full of 
men who seldom see the grocer or the 
baker, etc. Hence it becomes of vital 


parr cto that the organized labor 
ovement encourage the locals of the 

Women's Union Label League now in 
existance, and do what it can to or- 
wanine such locals where none exist 
an 

WHEREAS, The good to be accom- 
plished must be anvparent to the most 
superficial observer. When women 
combine and devote their time, money 
and energy to the advancement of the 
organized labor movement in general 
and the Union Label in particular, it 
can but meet the praise as it should 
receive the-«active~support of all. Hd- 
ucation, agitation and organization is 
the life-bldod of the organized labor 
movement. Without combining our 
forces and efforts. we are powerless; 
hence all locals should be concentrat- 
ed and properly afliliated instead of 
divided; and since from time to time 
local organizations form, which prefer 
to remain aloof from the Women’s In- 
ternational Union Label League for 
likely the same reason that indepen- 
dent locals refuse to join the National 
body of their trade recognized by the 
American Federation of Labor, thus 
often causing dissension and disorgan- 
ization. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
convention assembled, that all local 
independent Women’s Label Leagues 
should affiliate with the Women’s In- 
ternational Union Label League. We 
further advise and urge all paid and 
voluntary organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor and its affiliated 
and friendly unions. to use their moral 
influence and give their generous sup- 
port to the” eff6ft to bring about affil- 
iation and concentration of organiza- 
tion and united effort among the wo- 
men trade union label advocates of 
our country. and to this end we 
heartily, re-endorse and commend the 
Women’s International Union Label 
League. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 45.—By Delegate S. 
G. Fosdick of the Colorado State 
Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Citizens’ Alliance 
of Colorado has been persecuting the 
trades unions by dragging them into 
the court with malicious suits, their 
object being to harrass them and 
make them spend their money in at- 
torneys’ fees and costs of court, and 


WHEREAS, The Denver Building 
Trades Council, whose locals are af- 
filiated nationally with The American 
Federation of Labor. has been the 
particular target of attack for the last 
vear and a half, having been sum- 
moned into court no less than twelve 
times; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled. devise ways and means to 
resist these persecutions and extend 
its help to said body. 
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Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 
Resolution No. 46.— 


WHEREAS, The _ United States, 
without an enemy in the world, is 
spending as much annually for mili- 
tary purposes as is spent on public 
education, being 383 per cent of the 
whole federal taxation; and 


WHEREAS, Eighty thousand more 
citizens are killed every four years 
than all who fell in battle and died of 
wounds on both sides in the tour years 
of the Civil War, and our annual 10,- 
000 homicides are double the loss by 
bullet and diseases among our sol- 
diers in the whole Philippine war; 


RESOLVED, That we earnestly re- 
quest our representatives in Congress 
to devote far less of the people’s 
money to a fictitious danger and far 
more towards protecting the lives of 
Americans from the constant and real 
dangers which have made us so un- 
pleasantly notorious among civilized 
nations. 

RESOLVED, That we request our 
representatives to vote a respectable 
sum for an annual peace budget—at 
least one dollar for every thousand 
dollars devoted to military purposes— 
to be expended by a commission ap- 
pointed by the President of the United 
States, in promoting friendly feeling, 
an exchange of courtesies and infor- 
mation with foreign powers with 
whom there may be danger of a mis- 
understanding. 

RESOLVED, That secretaries of lo- 
cal unions be requested to send these 
resolutions to their representatives in 
Congress, with the Inquiry as_ to 
whether they belong to the Arbitra- 
tion Group in Congress, and if not, 
whether they will not join it. 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 

resolution No. 47.—By Delegates H. 
A. Stemburgh and Herman Lilien, of 
the I. H. C. & B. L. Union of A.: 


WHEREAS, The Twenty-sixth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, held at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, did instruct the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 
to arrange a conference between the 
Brotherhood: of Cement Workers and 
the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers’ Union of America 
with the representative of the Amer- 
iean Federation of bor, to adjust 
the claim of the Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers of an infringement upon 
their claim of jurisdiction; this con- 
ference to be held within sixty days 
— adjournment of this convention; 
an . 
WHEREAS, The representatives of 
the . International Hod Carriers and 
Puilding Laborers’ Union with_the 
representatives of the American Fed- 





eration of Labor, have endeavored by 
all honorable means. within their 
power to carry out herein instruc- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, The President of the 
American Federation of Labor did as 
instructed, arranged a meeting be- 
tween the representatives ot the 
herein named organizations,—this 
meeting, agreeable to the brotnerhood 
of Cement Workers set down for Jan- 
uary 25, in the office of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at No. 25 
Third Avenue, New York City.—and 
on account of the failure of the Broth- 
erhood of Cement Workers to be rep- 
resented as agreed upon, and present 
a formulated plan at this meeting. 
nothing of importance was. accom- 
plished; and later another effort was 
made to get a meeting of the rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers, at which Herman 
Robinson, General Organizer of the 
American Federation of Labor, was 
to preside and at which time the Presi- 
dent of the Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers appeared and submitted the 
following: 

“The American Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers claim for its members 
all artificial stone; concrete bed for 
Street paving: coping and steps; con- 
erete -vall or foundation work: con- 
crete floors and sidewalks; the apply- 
ing of cement mortar on walls of any 
character; or its use in any form for 
renovating or imitating stone. or for 
waterproofing; the running of cement 
base; moulding or caps of any form; 
cement mould work; the manufacture 
of cement paving tile and block and 
the paving and setting of the same; 
curbs and gutters: fireproof floors; 
sidewalk lights set in cement; and all 
concrete construction; all composi- 
tion or plastic work; the manufactur- 
ing of cement and the preparation of 
all materials used in its manufactyre. 


“Local Unions, which in 1903 form- 
ed the National body have enjoyed 
jurisdiction over this work for years. 
Recently another organization has 
laid claim to a part of this work, and 
thereby has brought up that ‘night- 
mare’ of the movement of jurisdic- 
tion fight. 

* “The question arises: Why has this 
organization (the International Build- 


- ing Laborers) turned its attention to 


concrete work? In our opinion it is 
the progress of the building industry. 
Brick and stone construction has giv- 
en way to_ concrete’ construction, 
where the Hod Carrier and_ Brick- 
layer formerly were engaged, the Car- 
penters and Cement Workers hold 
sway. 

“The contention seems to be: | 
used to work on that bubilding—pro- 
gress has brought your system to dis- 
place mine—therefore, I claim the 
work.’ Is it a logical or sound argu- 
ment? Since progress (which no man 
can stop) has brought this change. 
would it not be more reasonable for 
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this man, (the Hod Carrier displaced) 
to keep abreast of the times and join 
the ranks of the Cement Workers? 


“We claim that, cement work be- 
longs to Cement Workers—men_ as- 
signed to do this line of work and no 
other. 

“The progress of the cement indus- 
try; the success of Union depends on 
our body controlling the work. Shall 
we turn it over to. untrained men or 
shall we leave it with the body of men 
who have grown up with the trade 
and who consequently, are best fitted 
to control the work? 

“Our jurisdiction, as recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor, 
prior to this dispute, should be en- 
dorsed. 

“Respectfully and fraternally sub- 
mitted, TRACY 
General President American Brother- 

hood of Cement Workers, No. 1581 

Second Avenue, New ‘York City. 

October 14. 1907. 


WHEREAS The submitting of the 
letter by the President of the Broth- 
erhood of Cement Workers clearly 
showed that they had no inclination 
or desire other than as shown in the 
letter, which, in our opinion, is no 
more or less’ than antagonistic. 
Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the 
charter of the Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers and their claim of juris- 
diction is an infringement upon 
the jurisdiction of our International 
Union, which was granted to us_by 
the American Federation of Labor 
on April 13th, 1903. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That in obedience to 
the constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor we ask that_ the 
charter of the said Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers he recalled and re- 
issued in accordance with the laws of 
the American Federation of Labor 
governing the issuance of said char- 
ters to international unions as follows 
—in view of the fact that the charter 
of the Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers was issued two months after the 
charter was issued to the _ Interna- 
tional Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers’ Union: 

“Sec. 11. No charter shall be 
granted by the American Federation 
of Labor to any National, Interna- 
tional, Trade, or Federal Labor Union 
without a vositive and clear defini- 
tion of the trade jurisdiction claimed 
by the appplicant. and the charter 
shall not be granted if the jurisdiction 
claimed is a trespass on the iuris- 
diction of existing affiliated unions: 
and it is further provided. that should 
any of the members of such National, 
International, Trade, or Federal La- 
bor Union work at any other voca- 
tion, trade, or profession, they shall 
join the union of such vocation trade, 
or profession, provided such are or- 
ganized and affiliated with the Amer- 


ican Federation of Labor.’’ 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 48.—By Delegate J. 
G. Brown of International Shingle 
Weavers Union: 


WHEREAS, The increase in freight 
rates on forest products recently in- 
troduced on the Hill and Harriman 
systems of railroads, and now being 
held up by Federal injunction pend- 
ing a hearing of interested parties be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, will if put into operation, 
work to the decided disadvantage of 
all wage workers engaged in the man- 
ufacture of lumber and shingles as 
well as producing employment in con- 
struction by lessening the consump- 
tion, and by the advance in the cost 
of raw material increase, the rent of 
buildings occupied in all sections of 
the country, and 
_ WHEREAS, This new rate becom- 
ing operative will be an incentive of 
employers of labor in the lumber and 
-hingle industries to attempt to reduce 
wages, and laws, working conditions 
generally, thus forcing a defensive 
struggle upon the comparatively few 
organized workers in these industries. 
Therefore, be it 
_ RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor through its Ex- 
ecutive Council urge upon the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission the in- 
jury to the wage workers likely to 
result from the establishment of the 
new rate, and ask that due consider- 
ation to the wage workers’ position 
be given when the hearings are held. 
_ Referred to Committee on Resodlu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 49—By D 
L. Sreut. James J. Dardis ne its 

eta olishers. Buffers, Platers, Etce.: 

WHEREAS, The Buck Stove & 
Range Co., of St. Louis Mo., of which 
J. W. Van Cleave is president, has at- 
tempted to disrupt the Metal Polish- 
ers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Moulders. 
Brass and Silver Moulders Union of 
North America, and in pursuance of 
said object has arbitrarily abolished 
the nine-hour workday, which has 
res in Speteey for over eighteen 
1onths, an institute 2n- 
Sere kes ae tuted a _ ten-hour 

WHEREAS, The said J. W. Van 
Cleave, the president of said .Com- 
pany, is also president of the National 
Manufacturers’ Association, an or- 
ganization which constitutes a small 
minority of manufacturers of the 
country, and which has declared its 
hostility against all labor organiza- 
tions. and it was through the recom- 
mendations of the said J. W. Van 
Cleave that the said Manufacturers’ 
Association has undertaken to raise 
a fund of $500,000.000 per year for 
the alleged purpose of education, but 
which at the present time is being 
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used _ under the direction of said J. 
W. Van Cleave in an attempt to dis- 
rupt the labor organizations of the 
country especially the Metal Polish- 
ers, Buffers, Piaters, Brass and Sil- 
ver Workers’ Union of North America, 
as well as the International Brother- 
hood of Foundry Employes, with 
— his company has a dispute; 
an 


WHEREAS, It has come to our 
know ledge that the funds of the Man- 
ufacturers’ Association are peing ex- 
pended under the said Van Cleave’s 
direction for the employment of de- 
tective bureaus throughout the United 
States, who are now conducting a 
campaign of villification and slander 
against the officers and members of 
labor organizations for the purpose 
of creating distrust among the entire 
membership and to deceive and mis- 
lead them. Therefore, be 1 


RESOLVED, That each central 
body affiliated with the A. F. of L be 
and is hereby instructed to appoint a 
committee who shall conduct and 
manage a “campaign of _ education” 
among the membership affiliated with 
their central body, as well as dealers 
in stoves and ranges in their locality 
and thoroughly inform them of the 
entire facts of the dispute between the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
Brass and Silver Workers’ Union of 
North America the Brotherhood of 
Foundry Employes, also as to the at- 
titude of J. W. Van Cleave and the 
Manufacturers’ Association towards 
organized labor. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That the said commit- 
tee shall report on the first of each 
month to the officers of the A. F. of 
L. the progress of the “campaign of 
education,”’ together with a complete 
list of all dealers in their locality 
who are handling and selling the pro- 
duct of the Buck Stove & Range Com- 
pany. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That all commis- 
sioned organizers of the A. F. of L. 
ehall report on the first of each month 
to the officers of the A. F of L. the 
progress made in “this campaign of, 
education” by the different commit- 
tees of the different central bodies in 
their respective districts, and also ren- 
der such aid to all committees as lay 
in their power. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That she incoming of- 
ficers of the A. F. of L. be and are 
hereby instructed to carry out the 
spirit of these resolutions and to ex- 
pend such monies as may be neces- 
sary to defray the expense of any 
authorized committee or any other 
necessary expenses to make this “cam- 
paign of education” a success. 


Referred to Special Committee on 
Buck Stove and Range Co. 


Resolution No. 60.—By Delegate 
William L. Johns, Granite City (Ill.) 


PROCEEDINGS 


Central Trades Council: 


RESOLVED, That the salaries of 
the officers of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall be as follows: 


The President shall receive a sal- 
ary of three thousand six hundred 
dollars per annum. 

en Secretary shall receive a sal- 

of three thousand dollars 
($3, 000.00) per annum. 

The Treasurer shall receive a salary 

of three hundred dollars per annum, 


Referred to the Committee on Res- 
olutions. 


Resolution No. 51—By Delegates of 
the International Seamen’s Union of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The seamen are still 
subject to imprisonment for quitting 
work in foreign port in the foreign 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, passenger vessels are 
still sent to sea with inefficient and 
insufficient crew with which to man- 
age the vessels and especially the 
boats thereof; and 

WHEREAS, These conditions nave 
caused and are continuously causing 
great inexcusable loss of human life; 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
reiteraate its former action in this 
matter by urging remedial _legisla- 
tion by Congress; and, further 

RESOLVED, That we _  swpecifically 
endorse the bill to amend the laws rel- 
ative to seamen introduced in the 59th 
Congress by Hon. Mr. Spight of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 
é&. i; 


52—By Delegate 
Walker, United Workers: 


RESOLVED, That in acting on ju- 
risdiction disputes where bona fide 
labor organizations are involved 
only a conciliatory and advisory pol- 
icy be pursued by this organization, 
and that final action of the auestion 
be left entirely in the hands of the 
contending unions: also, that, whether 


- or not the contending parties agree, 


it shallin no way affect their eligibility 
for affiliation with this organization. 

Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate 
Robert S. Maloney, C. L. U., Law- 
rence, Mass.: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, greatly allayed by the nassige 
and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by 
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an evil similar in general character, 


but much more threatening in its 
possibilities, to-wit; 
The immigration to the United 


States and its insular territory of large 
and increasing numbers of Japanese 
and Korean laborers; and 
WHEREAS, American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystal- 
ized in the enactment of the Chinese 


Exclusion Act, finds. still stronger 
justification in demanding prompt and 
adequate measures of protection 


against the immigration of Japanese 
and Korean labor on the grounds (1). 
that the wage and living standard of 
such labor are dangerous to and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Amer- 
ican standards in these essential re- 
spects. (2), that a racial incompati- 
bility, as between the people of the 
Orient and the United States, presents 
a problem of race preservation which 
it is our imperative duty to solve in 
our own favor, and which can only 
be thus solved by a policy of exclu- 
sion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic ¢Gol- 
onization of these Oriental races in 
our insular territory in the Pacific, 
and the threatened and partly accom- 
plished extension of that sysiem to the 
Pacific Coast. and other western local- 
ities of the United States, constitutes 
a standing danger, not only to the 
domestic peace, but to the contin- 
uance of friendly relatious retween 
the nations concerned; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perma- 
nently exclude from the United ‘states 
and its insular territory ll ciasses of 
Japanese and Koreans, other than 
those exempted by the present terms 
of that Act; further, 


RESOLVED, That these. resolutions 
be submitted through the proper ave- 
nues to the Congress of the United 
States witn a request for favorable 
consideration and action by that body. 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 


Resolution No. 54—By Delegate J. 
G. Brown, International Shingle Weav- 
ers: 


WHEREAS, A movement is re- 
ported to be on foot by the lumber 
interests in the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada to securea recip- 
rocity between the two governments, 
with an aim in view of allowing the 
free exchange between the _ two 
countries of all raw and finished for- 
est products; and 


WHEREAS, A treaty of this sort 
would throw the White Labor of the 
United States into open and fatal com- 
petition with the Oriental labor which 


has the lumber and_ shingle indus- 
tries, nearly mopopolized in the Do- 
minion of Canada; and 


WHEREAS, The American Feder- 
ation of Labor is strongly opposed to 
the competition of white with orien- 
tal labor; thefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th annual 
convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in reggular session as- 
sembled, ‘hereby*® instructs its Legisla- 
tive Committee to co-operate with the 
International Weavers’ Union of 
America and other interested lahpr- 
organizations, in an effort to defeat 
any.attempt to establish a reciprocity 
which will cause the competition of 
white with Asiatic labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 55.—By Delegates 
Lennon, Robinson and Lantz, Journey- 
men Tailors’. Union: 


WHEREAS. The Merchant Tail- 
ors of Los Angeles, Cal., in co-opera- 
tion with the Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion of said city, have loocked out 
every journeyman tailor of Los An- 
geles Cal.. upon their refusal to: sur- 
render their membership in the Jour- 
neymen Tailors’ Union of America; 
and 

WHEREAS, Not only the union 
tailors of Los Angeles are locked out, 
but the non-union members of the 
craft in Los Angeles have almost to 
aman walked out with the members 
of our union, and are now making 
common cause with the union men 
for the right to organize; and 

WHEREAS, The employers of all 
classes in Los Angeles are making 
common cause with the Merchant 
Tailors to destroy the Tailors’ Union 
of said city by the importation of 
scabs, and every disreputable method 
that unscrupulous employers can 
adopt; and 


WHEREAS The Merchant Tailors 
of Los Angeles. in flagrant violation 
of existing agreements, locked out tle 
tailors; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled, that we pledge the tailors 
of Los Angeles, our support in their 
contest and bid them, in the name of. 
the great labor movement of Amer- 
ica, to stand solid until victory shall 
crown their efforts and they shall be 
conceeded the rights of men and cit- 
izens to free assemblage, free speech, 
free press and free organization in 
the union of their craft. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


The rules were then suspended and 
the convention adjourned to 9 a. m., 
Thursday, November 14th. 











FOURTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention w@&s calle& to order 
at 9 a. m. Thursday, November 14th. 
President Gompers in the chair. The 
reading of the minutes was dispensed 
‘with, . 

Absentees—Kline, Mockier, Glockl- 
ing, Winters, Newton; Moffitt, Lawlor, 
Maher, Harrison, Wilson (J. T.), Walk- 
er, Valentine, Carroll, Carey, Sheret, 
Starr, Alpine, Calhoun, Berry, Quick 
(L. W.), Perham, Freel, Callahan, En- 
tenza, Koonce, Langston, Johnson, 
Leighton, Richards, Maloney, Quick 
(G. F.), Armstrong, Welch, Piggott, 
Robinson (F.), Bogasse, Clinton, 
Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, 
Roe, Virella Lowe, Beatty, Hamlin, 
Booth, Meyers, Freedman, Conley. 


Delegate Brinkman, for the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, reported as ol- 
lows: 


To the Twenty-seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


Your Committee on _ Credentials 
begs to submit the following report 
relative to seating James P. Archiba'd, 
a delegate certified from the Brother~ 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Pa- 
perhangers of America. We have ex- 
amined the credentials and find the 
gentleman referred to, properly certi- 
fied, as his credential is signed by the 
president, attested by the secretary,, 
under seal. The Local Union No. 848 
of the Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 
rators and Paper Hangers of America, 
have protested against Mr. Archibald 
being seated, on the ground that when 
he accepted a political appointment in 
New York, he disqualified himself to 
act as an officer or delegate from the 
Brotherhood under the constitution of 
the same. Your committee has exam- 
ined the section of the General Con- 
stitution of the Brotherhood of 
Painters and Decorators and_ finds 
there is a clause 'which your commit- 
tee believes has a direct bearing upon 
this case, which would disqualify Mr. 
Archibald from representing the 


Brotherhood ‘in their General Assem- 
bly as delegate, and the protestants 
claim that it operates against him as 
a delegate to the American Fed2ra- 
tion of Labor. The committee is divid- 
ed as to what recommendation should 
be made in the premises and desires 
to submit the matter to the convention 
with no recommendation whatever, in 
order that the convention may pass 
upon it, 


On motion of Delegate Dold the re- 
port of the committee was received 
and the delegate seated. 


We beg further to report that we 
have examined the credentials of Mr. 
R. F. Chapman, of the Farmers’ Ed- 
ucational and Co-Operative Union of 
Texas, and respectfully recommend 
that he be seated as a fraternal dele- 
gate with one vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. H. BRINKMAN, Chairman. 
A. KELLINGTON, Secretary, 
PAT. F. LAFFERTY. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted, 


November 14, 1907. 
Credentizi Committee of A. F. of L. 
Convention: 
Please have Agnes Nestor seated as 
a delegate from. the _ International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America in 
this convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, with 8 votes. 
AGNES NESTOR, 


Secretary-Treasurer International 
Glove Workers’ Union of America. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 


Secretary Morrison—The Boot and 
Shoe Workers make the request that 
W. E. Warren be seated instead of C. 
L. Baine, 'who has had to leave the 
convention on account of the death of 
his father. I move that their request 
be granted. (Seconded and carried). 


Delegate Kellington, for the Com- 
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mittee on Audit, reported as follows: 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 12, 1907. 


To the Twenty-seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 
Gentlemen:—Before submitting the 

report as to the financial affairs of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
the past year, your Audit Committee 
desires to call attention to the man- 
ner of the make-up or appointment of 
said committee. 

The constitution of the A. F. of L. 
provides that the executive officers 
of three affiliated international unions, 
select one of its members to act as an 
Auditor, the three so selected meet 
at the headquarters of the A. F. of L. 
one week in advance of the cunven- 
tion. Every book or paper is at the 
disposal of the auditors and every Op- 
portunity afforded for investigation 
and audit of all the financial affairs of 
our Federation. For information we 
record the names of the organizations 
and the names of the auditors whose 
members have served in that capacity 
since our present system has been in 
vogue. 

They are as follows: 


AUDITING COMMITTEE, 


1894, Denver, Colorado—Wm. § J. 
Croke, American Flint Glass Workers; 
J, W. Quale, Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; Joseph F. 
Valentine, Iron Molders’ Union of 
North America. 

1895, New York City—Henry Weis- 
mann, Bakers’ and Confectioners’ Na- 
tional Union; W. D. Mahon, Amalza- 
mated Association: of Street Railway 
Employes; John C. Dernell, Cigar- 
makers’ International Union. 

1896, Cincinnati, O.—J. T. Elliott, 
Brotherhood of Painters and Decora- 
tors; T. F. Tracy, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union; John Phillips, United 
Hatters of North America. 

1897, Nashville, Tenn.—R. Askew, 
Northern Mineral Mine Workers of 
America; J. W. Kline, Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths; Thomas I. Kidd, Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers’ International 
Union. 

1898, Kansas City, Mo.—T. F. Tracy, 
Cigarmakers’ International Union; J. 
T. Mulholland, Allied Metal Mechanics; 
Homer D. Call, Butcher Workmen of 
North America. 


99, Detroit, 
O’Rourke, International 


Mich.—E. FR. 
Typographi- 


cal Union; Peter Smith, United Broth- 
erhood of Leather Workers on Horse 
Goous; George H. Warner, Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists. 

1900, Louisville, Ky.—T. F. Tracy, 
Cigarmakers’ International Union; >. 
J. Downey, National Association cf 
Sheet Metal Workers; John S. Henry, 
Wood Carvers’ Interantional Union. 

1901, Scranton Pa.—Wm. J. Gil- 
thrope, Brotherhood of Boilermakers’ 
and Iron Ship Euilders; C. L. Shamp, 
International Brotherhood of Fire- 
men; M. F. Quinn, International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 

1902, New Orleans, La.—Emmett T. 
Walls, Root and Shoe Workers’ Na- 
tional Union; Thos. Lyons, Granite 
Cutters’ National Union; Chas, T. 
Smith, International Steel and Copper 
Plate Printers’ Union of North Ameri- 
ca. 

1903, Boston, Mass.—Owen Miller, 
American Federation of Musicians; E. 
E. Hancock, Brotherhood of Painters, 
Paperhangers and Decorators; D. G. 
Ramsey, Order of Railroad Telegra- 
phers. 

1904, San Francisco, Cal.—John T. 
Dempsey, United Mine Workers of 
America; George Mackey, Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers; Jas. F. Grimes, 
U. B. of Carpenters and Joiners. 

1905, Pittsburg, Pa.—F. J. McNulty, 
International Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers; G. Soderberg, Journey- 
men Tailors’ Interantional Union: J. 
C. Shanessy, Journeymen_ Barbers’ 
International Union. 


1906, Minneapolis, Minn.—Martin 
P. Higgins, International Printing 
Pressmen’s Union; Thos. S. Farrell, 


Hotel and Restaurant Employes In- 
ternational Alliance; Garry Kelly, 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
International Asociation. 

1907, Norfolk, Va.—John H. Brink- 
man, Carriage and Wagon Workers’ 
International Union; P. F. Lafferty, 
Glass Rottle Blowers’ Association; A. 
E. Kellington, Flour and Cereal Mill 
Employes’ International Union. 

We believe this resume is timely, 
particularly so in view of the malic- 
ious tactics of labor’s enemies, who 
seek to discredit the men in charge of 
the affairs of our great movement 
and thereby hope to destroy the confi- 
dence of our brothers throughout the 
country in the honesty of their lead- 
ers. 

The undersigned, your Audit Com- 
mittee for 1907, selected by our re- 
spective international unions, beg 
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leave to submit the following report: 

The total income of the Federation 
from ail sources, from October Ist, 1906, 
to October 1st, 1907, was as follows: 


Per capita tax ........0cee0 c++ $112,238.06 
Supplies .... écsscece SeyrOmuL 
American Federationist paaedee 25,310.56 
ASSESSMENTS ..cceccccccccsvcccs 2,727.19 
Defense Fund ....cccccccceccces 17,143.65 
POVOMAAIIG o0.0 0.0. 00.06.00 ws sv00 vee 1,128.79 

Total OP VORP i isc cc cece s06s0% $174,330.26 
Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1906... 113,540.60 

Pas UGA) css scvcadavcecuss $287,870.86 


The expenses from October ist, 1906, 
to October 1st, 1907, were as follows: 
Genera. EXPENSE ....6 600 000+ o $122,350.35 


POGOPALIONIBE: iis 60 ec nie’s 0ise aacesias 23,560.70 
ABBCEBSMENES 2c ccccccrocevcccses 2,338.25 
Defense PUN osciicedvacevveices 10,893.78 
POERIMGAG <5 s000.50 600 dn 60s eS See 817.76 


Totai expense . . -$159,960.84 


RECAPITULATION. 
Grand ‘oval receipts........... $287,870.86 
Potal SGLMENSE 0 6. o6d0s occccs cs ' MOOOCee 


Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1907.$127,910.02 


We find. certificates of deposits and 
bank deposits (certified by the cashiers 
of each bank) to correspond with the 
above accounts as follows: 


Treasurer John B. Lennon has 

in the State Nationa] Bank 

of Bloomington, IIll., sub- 

BOSE TO CROCK occsicaceccsedecs $ 25,910.02 
Certificates of deposit Corn 

Belt Bank, Bloomington, IIL, 


$1845, dated July 5, 1907...... 5,000.00 
Certificates of deposit Corn 

Belt Bank, Bloomington, II1., 

31846, dated July 5,,1907...... 5,000.00 
Ger; American Bank, Bloom- 

ington, Ill., certificates No. ‘ 

5219, dated July 5, 1907....... 5,000.00 
Ger, American Bank, Bloom- 

ington, Ill., certificates No. 
5220, dated July 5, 1907........ 5,000.00 
McLean County Bank certifi- : 
cates No, 4174, Aug. 28, 1907... 5,000.00 
McLean County Bank ‘certifi- 

cates No. 4170, Aug. 28, 1907.. 5,000.00 
McLean County Bank certifi- 

cates No. 4171, Aug. 28, 1907.. 5,000.00 
McLean County Bank certifi- 

cates No. 4172, Aug, 28, 1907.. 5,000.00 
McLean County Bank certifi- 

cates No. 4173, Aug. 28, 1907.. 5,000.00 


McLean County Bank certifi- 
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cate No, 4174, Aug. 28, 1907.. 
McLean County Bank certifi- 
cates No. 4175, Aug. 28, 1907.. 
Third National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, Ill., certificates No. 
70354,. Sept, 25, 1907.......... 
Third National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, Ill., certificates No. 
70,355, Sept. 25, 1907 
Third National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, IIll., certificates No. 
70358, Sept. 25, 1907........... 
Third National Bank, Bloom- 
on ye Ill., certificates No. 
0357, Sept. "25, 1907,. 

Third National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, Ill., certificates No 
State National Bank, Bloom- 
‘ington, IIl., certificates No. 

94441, Sept. 25, 1907. 

State National Bank, “‘Bloom- 
ington, IIl., certificat No. 
94344, Sept. EVs. aM Mais.s 6gt%10 

State National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, Ill., certificates No. 
94442 Sept. 25, 1907 ........... 

State National Bank, Bloom- 
ington, Ill., certificates No. 
Peeee, CIOL, SB; APON. cicvccsccess 

On deposit in Riggs’ 

Nat’] Bank, Wash., 
Oct. 1, 1907, subject 
to check of Frank 
Morrison, secretary.. ..$5,951.02 
Outstanding Checks. 3,951.02 


-- 2,000.00 


5,000.00 
5,000.00 


5,000.00 
eee pie 8 5,000.00 


5,000.00 


5,000.00 


5,000.00 


10,000.00 


5,000.00 


5,000.00 





Balance 


Total balance in banks Octo- 
ber 1, 1907 aa . .$127,910.02 


In conclusion the Committee desires 
to express its appreciation for the kind. 
mess shown and assistance rendered 
them by the Federation officers and the 
clerical force while auditing the ac- 
counts of the Federation at Washing- 
ton, and congratulate them upon the 
able and efficient manner in which the 
accounts of the Federation are kept. 

Fraternally submitted, 

J. H. BRINKMAN, Chairman, 
A. KELLINGTON, Secretary, 
PAT. ¥. LAFFERTY. 


On motion of Delegate Stemburg 
the report of the committee on audit 
was adopted, the vote being unani- 
mous, 

Secretary Morrison read a commu- 
nication from Glovernor-elect Markell, 
of Oklahoma, asking that the next 
convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be held in that State. 
In the communication he stated that 
the rights of those who labor were 
better protected and their voice had 
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been more effective in the preparation 
of the organic law of Oklahoma than 
in any other State of the Union. 

Delegate Devaux asked that Reso- 
lutions Nos. 31, 32 and 33 be reprint- 
ed, as they had not been printed in 
proper order in the proceedings of 
the second day. 

Request granted. 

The resolutions in proper order are 
as follows: 


Resolution No. 31—By Delegates E. 
W. Potter, Homer D. Call, A. M. C. 
and B. W. of N, A.: 


WHEREAS, No great progress can 
be made by the A. 'M, C. and B. W. 
of N. A. in the trust packing houses, 
where the strike took place in 1904, 
because the packers seem to be, and 
the butcher workmen believe thy are, 
antagonistic towards their union; 
therefore, be it 

RHSOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor ap- 
point a committee of three, two to be 
international officers, and one a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, to 
meet with the packers and request 
them to define their future policy to- 
wards organized labor. 

RESOLVED, That the said com- 
mittee shall act in the matter and 
make a report back to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor within three months from 
the adjournment of this present con- 
vention. 

Referred to Committee 


zation. 


on Organi- 


Resolution No. 32—By Delegate 
Harry DeVaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: . 


RESOLVED, That the protest filed 
by the Actors’ National Protective 
Union in answer to the decision hy 
the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor granting the 
jurisdiction to the National Alliance 
Theatrical Stage Employes over that 
branch of the theatrical profession 
recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the past fourteen 
years known as Picture Machine Op- 
erators who are part and parcel of a 
theatrical performance, recognized as 
such for many years, and who have 
been during that time members of 
the Actors’ National Protective Union; 
therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this decision be 


reopened and that the National Alli- 
ance Theatrical Stage Employes, the 
International Brotherhood LBlectrical 
Workers, and the Actors’ National 
Protective Union confer with the 
(Grievance) Adjustment Committee of 
the A. F. of L. Convention. 

Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 33—4By Delegate 
Harry DeVaux, the Actors’ National 
Protective Union: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor formulate an amendment to 
the anti-trust law, to be submitted to 
Congress at its session of 1907-8, 
which shall include in the statutes 
governing . combinations’ _ restraining 
trade known as “The Trusts,” the bus- 
iness enterprises known as the vari- 
ous ‘Theatrical Syndicates,” placing 
them in the same position under gov- 
ernment supervision as is defined un- 
der the present law covering these 
combinations of capital who practice 
practical and complete monopoly and 
criminal restraint of trade. 


Referred to Committee on (Resolu- 
tions, 

President Gompers—The hour for 
the special order of business has ar- 
rived when we are to hear the mes- 
sage from our fellow wage-eapners 
from Great Britain and Canada. I do 
not know that anything I might say 
could add to the luster which = sur- 
rounds the life work of the British 
fraternal delegates and also that of 
the fraternal delegate from the Do- 
minion of Canada. I am sure that words 
would seem empty in am attempt at 
eulogy. The gentlemen who come to 
us this year are particularly distin- 
guished as trades unionists and as 
members of the law-making body of 
the British people. The gentleman I 
shall introduce to you first occupies the 
position of TIresident of the British 
Trades Union movement. Perhaps I 
might say the position he occupies 
among his fellow-unionists officially is 
the same that I officially represent in 
the movement of our country. He was 
to have been with us at Minneapolis 
last year, but a bill that stood to re- 
lieve the British organized wage- 
workers from the effect of the Taff 
Vale decision was Up for considera- 
tion, and he had that bill in charge. 
I suppose it is not difficult to under- 
stand that it required some considerae 
ble sacrifice for a man to forego the 
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pleasure of a trip to the other side of 
the world in pursuit of the cause of 
labor because of the call to duty and 
remain at his post, The result of his 
remaining at his post has been to 
give to the erganized workingmen of 
Great Britain a law which we have 
been trying to get from our Congress 
in vain for these past several years. 
Without more ado I present to you 
Fraternal Delegate David J. (Shackle- 
ton. 

Mr. Shackleton—Mr, Chairman and 
Fellow Delegates: I bring to you from 
the British Trade Union movement our 
best wishes and our best desires for 
your success, Your chairman has re- 
ferred to the fact that I was to have 
been with you last year. There is one 
advantage in not coming last year. 
Time has changed things a little, and 
I have been able to bring my wife 
with me. I desire to return my sin- 
cere thanks for the manner in which 
we have been received since arriving 
in your country some ten or twelve 
days ago. Every attention has been 
paid to us and everything has been 
done to make our stay pleasant, com- 
fortable and interesting. No more 
could be expected, and I am speaking 
now for myself as well as for my 
wife and Mr. Hodge when I say we 
are all deeply grateful to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for what has 
been done for us, This is not our first 
visit to your country, but our first 
visit lefi us with an appetite to come 
again and further inguire into’ the 
conditions of labor here. 

We are willing and anxious to give 
what information we can on any of 
the matters that have concerned Brit- 
ish Trades Unions for many years, We 
desire to say a word of the position 
of the Trades Unionists in regard to 
an eight-hour day. By Trade Union ef- 
fort much progress has been made. Al- 
most every year we find certain trades 
by agreement with the Federated em- 
ployers in that particular trade get- 
ting a reduction in the hours of labor, 
curtailment of overtime in some di- 
rections and restrictions of overtime 
in every direction, The Government 


for years has had an eight-hour day, 


throughout all its establishments. At 
the next session we hope to have es- 
tablished an eight-hour day from bank 
to bank in the mines of our country. 
The Government has already  intro- 
duced its bill, but only in the last few 
days of the session, in order that it 
might be printed and considered. It 
will be one of the first measures in- 
troduced in the next session of Parlia- 
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ment, 
In regard to the sweated trades we 


believe that the Trade Union Move- 
ment by its political action is maxing 
this a real live question in our coun- 
try. Inquiries have been made time af- 
ter time, commissions have sat and 
reported, and there stopped. The mis- 
sion of the Trade Unions is tu see that 
it shall not stop at reports, but that 
these reports shall be intormation for 
our Parliament. Parliament will be 
asked to restrict in some way the 
sweated trades which exist amorg our 
people, and we know also exist among 
yours, Cur method is one of minimum 
wage. We are copying after our peo- 
ple across the sea in Australia and 
New Zealand, If it 1s possible for 
small countries like New Zeland and 
Australia to do something along this 
line, it is possible for the Old Country 
to do it. 


Old-age pensions are practically as- 
#ured with us. The only question is 
when are we to get it. The Goxern- 
ment, through its Financial Minister, 
has given a definite pledge that in the 
next session a start will be made. 
We do not argue for and against it 
now; we have passed that stage, and 
it is only a question of when it shail 
be put into effect. Ten million pounds 
a year are paid to two hundred thou- 
sand people in pensions, ranging from 
four thousand pounds a year to an 
ex~Minister down to the pension of the 
humble policeman, What we would 
ask ‘s that the workers o1 every-day 
life shall be in the same position as 
cne ex-'Minister, the ex-policeman and 
the ex-soldier. We are pleased to say 
that there is every probability the 
next session will see a start being 
made in this matter, 

In regard to the question of muni- 
cipalization this country is not “uite 
as far advanced as we are in this mat- 
ter. We can assure you, so far as we 
are concerned, we believe in the policy 
of municipalizing all we possibly can, 
especially such things as tramways, 
electric lights, gas and water, There 
is not a single town of note in our 
country that does not already pos- 
sess thest necessities of every-day life. 
We propose to extend it to the muni- 
cipalization of the milk supply, an ab- 
solutely necessary thing, in order to 
see that purity is secured in that 
necessity of the children of our land. 
We have secured public’ slaughter 


houses in order that the meat can be 
carefully examined and a_ guarantee 
given that nothing but the best meat 
and that which is free from disease is 














AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 


furnished to our people. 


The London County Council has 
within recent years adopted a policy 
of checkmating the landlords who 
have been rack-renting the people. 
The Council has built tenements in 
order to supply the demand for rea- 
sonable rents for 'working people. We 
believe it is the duty of the State 
through its municipalities to so order 
things that extortionate rents shall 
not be demanded of working peopie. 
The only way to do this is for the 
municipalities to step in and _ build 
year after year a certain number of 
these houses. 

Now as to the Trade Disputes Bill. 
That has already become a law, but 
a ‘word or two about its history may 
not be out of place. For seven years 
we were placed in a position of im- 
potence. It was not possible for us to 
move hand or foot without a risk that 
thefundsofour union would have to be 
paid in damages instead of being kept 
to pay the people on strike. This was 
brought about, as you are aware, not 
by Parliamentary action. For thirty 
years the law of Parliament, as stated 
by the people who established the 
law, was held by the legal fraternity 
tc be in a certain direction. It was 
left to our highest courts, namely the 
Low Lords, to decide that Parliament 
was altogether wrong. By a stroke of 
the pen they were able to decide this. 
The change had both a bad and a 
good effect. It aroused the Trade 
Unions in such a way that we were 
able to get a party in the House of 
Commons in the two sections of over 
fifty laboring men. It has cost the 
railroad men not less than tweniy- 
five thousand «pounds, and_= great 
sums were paid by the miners. Mil- 
lions vf pounds of wages weré unpaid 
as a result of the crippled condition 
of the Trade Unions. 

In 1903, by the good fortune of the 
ballot it fell to my lot to introduce the 
first bill dealing with this matter. 
Just a ‘word as to its progress. After a 
good debate we lost our bill by a ma- 
jority of twenty in the next Parlia- 
ment. The next year we got a Liberal 
member to introduce our bill again, 
and it was passed then by thirty-nine 
votes on second reading. It got no fur- 
ther. The next year it was introduced 
again. There were only four of us in 
the House of Commons at that time, 
but the bill 'was carried on a second 
reading by 122, the reason being the 
nearness of an election. Men who 
feared us came around to our side 
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and voted for it on a second reading; 
but they showed their honesty and 
sincerity by passing an amendment fa- 
tal to the bill by a majority of five. 
The election was near and we expected 
to secure a return from the country. 
We appealed to the country and had 
an overwhelming vote, Every candi- 
date in the fight was supplied With 
a copy of our bill and the result was 
an overwhelming majority in its fa- 
vor. The Government, realizing that 
they themselves when in opposition 
had pledged themselves in favor of 
our bill, proceeded in the first session 
to make it the most important busi- 
ness of that session. We looked /or- 
ward with anxiety to the production 
of their view. 

And here, friends, comes the im- 
portant part of the good use that was 
made of the return of 31 labor men 
under the auspices of the Labor Party 
and twenty odd Trade Unionists, who 
were returned as Liberals. There was 
no difference between us, however, 
and as a solid 54 we demanded from 
Parliament that our bill should be 
THE bill. When their bill was intro- 
duced we found that the fourth clause, 
which was the most important in the 
whole bill simply proceeded to de:ine 
the law of agency. That was not sat- 
isfactory to us, and we demanded that 
the Trade Union should be entirely re- 
lieved from the possibility of injunc- 
tion. We had gone to the country on 
that ticket the country had replied in 
the affirmative, and it was the duty 
of Parliament to carry out the will ef 
the country. We told them that two 
days later ‘we wanted to know defi- 
nitely what they intended to do on our 
bill. The result was that the two days 
gave the government the opportunity 
to reconsider. The Prime Minister 
came down and said, “I voted for the 
Labor Bill in opposition and I am go- 
ing to vote for it now.” We knew then 
that our side of the case had 'won in 
the Cabinet, and we carried through 
the second reading by a majority of no 
less than 350. 

That is a brief statement as to how 
the bill was eventually carried. It de- 
manded from .the labor men _ all 
through very careful handling. We 
had to consult the finest legal minds 
in the House of Commons. The word- 
ing of the bill was finally decided on. 
If you will permit me I will take it 
clause by clause and explain it. First 
of all we had to settle the right of 
combination. The Taff Vale case prac- 
tically robbed us of our right to com- 
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bination. The first clause reads: 

“An act done in pursuance of an 
agreement or combination by two or 
more persons shall, if done in con- 
templation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute, not be actionable unless the 
act, if done without any such agree- 
ment or combination, would be ac- 
tidénable.”’ 

That settles for all time that what 
one can do legally two or more can 
do, and that is all the Trade Unions 
demand. That is what we thought we 
got in 1871 and in 1875, but this 
wording is far more clear than the 
wording of the former bills. We are 
satisfied that this wording gives us 
absolutely the right of combination 
and the right to use our combination 
just as any individual is allowed to 
use his right under the law. 

Next came the question of picketing. 
Restrictions had been put in by the 
law which made it practically impossi- 
ble for us to do any effective picket- 
ing. Then we decided on these words: 

“2—(1)—It shall be lawful for 
one or more persons, acting on their 
own behalf or on behalf of a Trade 
Union or of an individual employer or 
firm in contemplation or furtherance 
of a trade dispute, to attend at or near 
a house or place where a person re- 
sides or works or carries on business 
or happens to be, if they so attend 
merely for the purpose of peacefully 
obtaining or communicating informa- 
tion,.or of peacefitllyspersuading any 
person to work or abstain from work- 
ing.”’ 

Now I want to point out three 'words 
in this clause of the bill which are of 
supreme importance. After we had the 
principle established they said, “We 
will allow you to picket at or near a 
place,” and “We ‘will allow you to 
picket in certain numbers.” They 
said they would allow us three pick- 


ets, and when we refused that they | 


said they would allow us six. We knew 
that would not do because in large 
works where six or seven hundred men 
were employed there might be six or 
seven exits, and the men: could be 
turned out at different doors from 
those where we are stationed. We de- 
cided we would have no limitation, the 
word “peacefully” in our opinion be- 
ing sufficient to safeguard the em- 
ployer and the blacklegs from inter- 
ference. We know in ordinary law the 
pickets will be subject to the examina- 
tion of the magistrates as to how far 
they have been peaceful or otherwise, 
but we are willing to take the chance. 


A strong fight was made against 
the words ‘“‘or happens to be.” lt you 
definitely state where the pickets 
were to be and they should go out- 
side that they would be liable. We 
insisted ‘lat the provision should be 
So wide that wherever we met the 
blacklegs we would be able to say a 
word or two to them in regard to the 
strike. 

Another important question was the 
breach of contract. We said so far as 
breach of contract was concerned, ev- 
ery man or woman who made a con- 
tract should be held to it or stand the 
damages individually held by law. A 
breach of contract on behalf of a hun- 
dred men would land the unions into 
large suits for damages. We also se- 
cured the right to persuade a man to 
break a contract. What does the em- 
ployer do? Immediately it is known 
a strike is going to take place in a 
mill the foreman and boss begins to 
persuade some men not to come out. 
Is not that persuading the individual 
workman to break his contract with 
his union? We were given no remedy 
in that case, so 'we said if it is right 
for the employer and his officials to 
secure breaches of contract between 
the men and their unions, we claim an 
equal right to secure a breach of con- 
tract between the employer and his 
men, We know that the individual who 
breaks a contract is liable and we did 
not complain. The rules of the mill 
might say, “Any ‘workman leaving 
this mill without due notice sacrifices 
all wages due,’ but we were quite 
willing to let the individual workman 
lose the ‘wages due, because we would 
make that good. 

Then comes the most important 
part of our bill, the question of im- 
munity of union funds from any lia- 
bility to damages. The words of this 
clause are very important. 


“4.—(1)—An action against a trade 
union, whether of workmen or mas- 
ters or against any members or offi- 
cials thereof on behalf of themselves 
and all other members of the Trade 
Union in respect of any tortuous act 


“alleged to have been committed by or 


on behalf of the Trade Union, . shall 
not be entertained by any court.” 


“2. (2) Nothing in this section shall 
affect the liability of the trustees of a 
Trade Union to be sued in the events 
provided for by the Trades Union Act, 
1871, Section 9, except in respect of 
any tortuous act committed by or on 
behalf of the union in contemplation 
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or in furtherance of a trade dispute.” 


All trade unions ought to be liable 
for their business contracts. If you 
purchase or rent land or a building 
you ought to be responsible and pay 
for the goods you order. That is all 
this latter clause refers to, simply the 
ordinary business transactions of 
the trade union. 


We were asked to accept a_ thing 
which no doubt you will be asked to 
accept; why not accept the. position 
of being made a full corporate body? 
At the present time trade unions are 
voluntary bodies, without legal right 
to enforce their decisions on any of 
their individual members. The em- 
ployers and some of the politicians 
said, ‘‘Why not accept the position of 
a full corporate body with full rights 
and full responsibilities, and we will 
put the employers in the same posi- 
tion?’”’ That looked fair, and so far as 
legal argument is concerned it is 
fair, but there is all the difference in 
the world between a legal argument 
and an actual fact. I will give you two 
instances which will show the differ- 
ence. We had a dispute in one of the 
trades, The employer decided to con- 
tinue the work as best he could after 
we struck, and secured the help of 
another employer close by. The work 
against which we were on strike was 
being done by ourownmembersin  an- 
other mill, and we decided that firm No. 
2 would be told unless they stopped 
doing work for firm No. 1 we would 
bring about what is known as a sym- 
pathetic strike. We were stopped then 
because the sympathetic strike was il- 
legal, though it is legal today. We had 
to go to the employer and tell him 
the reason why we were going to have 
this sympathetic strike. On all occa- 
sions we have to go to them and tell 
them what we are going to do. All our 


doings are above board, and it is easy 


to have a case proved against a trade 
union, but suppose an employer wants 
to get rid of a trade union man or a 
dozen of them he does not have to tell 
the world why he is discharging them. 
No reason was given to me or to other 
active trade unionists why we were 
discharged; we simply had to go. Sup- 
pose you demand a reason? What good 
is that? 


This one case did more to convince 
Parliament that our position was rea- 
sonable than anything we brought up. 
A number of moulders were on strike 
and the federated employers received 
a@ letter from their secretary with a 


list of names inclosed. The letter said 
a strike was on at a certain mill, That 
letter was signed. Another letter, un- 
signed, with a list of 133 names of the 
men on strike was inclosed. Not one 
of the 133 could get work in a fede- 
rated workshop. There was no public 
statement of the fact, no possibility 
of legal remedy. That was the danger 
of accepting what was legal equality 
in the eyes of the law. We said we 
would take the position we had taken 
all the way through; that they could 
not make us equal in law, and if they 
could not make us equal in law we 
would retain our old position. Individ- 
ual members of the union are liable 
for any personal act of their own. 
Citizenship carries its responsibilities 
everywhere, in the workshop, the 
school or the streets, and we do not 
demand that any privilege be given 
to individual trade unionists that is 
not given to everyone. 


Now I want to say a few words 
about the action of the Labor Party 
in Parliament. The first change that 
took lace in a trade union leader 
was this. I am speaking now of my 
Own experience We were trusted by 
our men and women. They elected us 
time after time as their officers, they 
listened to our word ox all trade 
union matters. When elections came 
around we were dumb beasts, we dare 
not express any Opinion on any politi- 
cal or semi-political labor question, We 
have three parties, the Liberal Party, 
the Tory Party anc the Socialist Party, 
and every labor leader was kept out- 
side of politics and dared not give an 
opinion for fear of injuring his position 
as respon ible leader of the men and 
women in purely trade union wark. 
With the entrance of the_ trades 
unionists into politics on trade lines 
the door was opened, and today when- 
ever any election comes around we are 
on the platform of our own party 
advising our men and women what is 
the course they shall pursue. I believe 
it is necessary there should be in Par- 
liament representation from all sec- 
tions of the country, and certainly the 
section which includes 75 per cent. of 
the entire number should not be unrep- 
resented. 


The late Lord Salisbury, speaking on 
the Shop Hours’ Bill, on February 26th, 
1901, said: 


“This is one of the cases in which 
the two houses of Parliament occupy 
a somewhat unique position. They are 
asked to legislate as to matters affect- 
ing the personal happiness and well 
being of a very large number of per- 
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sons—a very large class—to which, 
with scarcely an exception, the mem- 
bers of the two Houses do not them- 
selves belong. It is, therefore, very 
difficult for them to know how such 
a measure would affect the comfort of 
the class concerned.” 

The Right Hon. John Morley, M. P., 
speaking at the Queen’s Hall, London, 
on March 20th, 1905, said: 

“It is only those who are directly 
brought into contact with the misery 
and vicissitudes of the ordinary life of 
toil, who really know, and we, with all 
our feelings and sympathies, do not 
know what we can do. We don’t know 
what the State can do, and it is worth 
silver and gold—more than silver and 
gold—that we should have in the 
House of Commons men who can tell 
us at first hand how the case stands.” 

Mr. Hodge can tell you how that 
position has proved to be true. On 
every bill that comes before the Parlia- 
ment we take that position. We are not 
a limited party; we have a combination 
limited party; we have a combination 
of our Socialist friends and the Union 
Tradeists. We take an interest in all 
legislation. Who is more concerned 
with the possibilities of foreign trouble 
than the workman is if it results in 
war? Who is more concerned as to the 
treatment of our colonists? Who is 
more concerned than we are as labor 
men in religious, educational, foreign, 
colonial and labor questions? No part 
of the cOmmunity is more concerned 
or more affected by them than the 
working people. The Government has 
already realized this, Where we sit in 
the House is referred to as the “Labor 
Benches.” We have our own Offices in 
the House of Commons and we are 
consulted on almost every matter of 
importance that comes up. No less 
than 12 committees and commissions 
have been appointed during the last 
two sessions of the House of Commons 
and on every one we have a member 
or two. Is it not proper that we should 
be consulted on question that affect 
the railways, shipping and other mat- 
ters? My friend, Mr. Hodge served on 
the committee last year which is 
known as the Check-Weizhing Com- 
mittee. Mr. Henderson has sat on a 
Committee of Sweated Labor and Mr. 
Snowden on Waterways and Canals. 
These men give their voice and their 
influence to so mold reports that they 
shall be not altogether one-sided, but 
that the voice of labor shall be heard 
as to the position the party takes with 
the Government. We take an absoluely 
independent position. The Government 
Whip is not sent to us, We say to them 


and we say to the opposition: “We are 
willing to support your government or 
willing to support the opposition or 
your measures when they are in the 
right direction, but we will oppose you 
when they are in the wrong direction.” 
Influence of that position can only be 
truly felt by those who are there. The 
Government, first of all, brings forth 
its program in what is known as the 
“King’s Speech.” The fact that 31 men 
are there prepared to criticise has an 
influence on the Cabinet when they are 
preparing their program for the year. 
They as a political party claim to rep- 
resent the country, and claim that the 
workingman is behind them. If they 
maintain that position they must have 
something to go to the country with. 
When their measures are brought in 
amendments have been accepted by the 
Government from us. The homes of 
the people are being made brighter as 
a consequence, the prospects of our 
workingmen and working women are 
better, and we believe through our 
trade union power and Parlimentary 
action is destined to make the lives of 
our people brighter and happier than 
they ever were in the past. 
President Gompers— 


You have already heard the, not flat- 
tering, but complimentary and deserved 
tributes paid to Mr. Shackleton’s col- 
league, I have made some slight ref- 
erence to him myself in the remarks 
which I ventured to make in presenting 
Mr. Shackleton. All that applies in the 
best sense to Brother Shackleton, ap- 
plies also to his worthy colleague, the 
young man, but fighting veteran in the 
trade union movement of Great Brit- 
ain. 

I have the pleasure of presenting to 
you Mr. J. Hodge. 

Fraternal Delegate Hodge—Mr. Chair- 
man, and Fellow Delegates: 

I can only say Amen to everything 
my friend and colleague, Mr, Shackle- 
ton has said, with respect to our inter- 
change of fraternal greetings. Yester- 
day, as I sat here, a thought struck me 
in looking at Mr, Gompers’ name in 
print—G-o-m—“Grand Old Man.” If he 
comes over to England again, he will 
not know the movement as it exists 
compared with the period at which he 
last visited us. And my hope is that if 
it is my luck to come pack to America 
within the next few years that I may 
see as great a change here as has 6c- 
curred in the Old Country. My col- 
league referred to the fact that this was 
not the first occasion of either of us 
visiting this country. It does not mat- 
ter which country you visit, you find 
the workers suffering from exactly the 
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same evils; the same old chestnuts of 
arguments are trotted out against the 
workers in each separate country, when 
they are seeking any change in work- 
ing conditions or in wages. &revious 1o 
my last visit in 1901, the employers in 
the old countries were telling us va- 
rious ‘-les as to what the workmen en- 
gaged in the American Iron and Steel 
business were doing. They told us one 
man was working six furnaces, while 
in the Old Country we were only work- 
ing one. We told them we did not be- 
lieve it, because oftentimes one man 
has too much to do in looking after one, 
When I came here 1 found the differ- 
ence was a difference in naming the 
men; that they worked exactly here as 
we worked there, the only difference be- 
ing that in the Ola Country we had 
more money for doing the same work 
than the men jin America had, Our 
trade happens to be one of the best or- 
ganized, and we have seen to it that we 
have a fair share of the wealth we pro- 
duce. As a consequence, I believe we 
are the only trade in Great Britain that 
beats you folks, although it may be the 
lower grade men are not quite so well 
off as you are. 


My colleague also referred to the fact 
that I served on a cummittee with re- 
spect to what he described as the Par- 
ticulars clause. It may be better known 
as a committee for the purpose of ex- 
tending the check-welghman’s clause of 
the Mines Regulation Act. For twenty 
years I engineered and agitated that in 
the iron and steel trades, the product 
of the workmen ought to be weighcd 
xnd the full product paid for, for 
twenty yeals without result from our 
ajzitation, because we had no men in 
Farliament to push the claim. Within 
three months after our men were inside 
the House of Parliament we had a bill 
presented for second reading. We be- 
lieve.after the next session of Parlia- 
ment we will have, not only compulsory 
weighing as it affects the iron and 
steel trades, but as it affects the ’Long- 
shoremen and many others who work 
by piece, whether weight or measure- 
ment; the men who work in the lime 
quarries and cement works, will also be 
included and enabled to get facilities 
for checking of the product of their la- 
bor so they may be assured they are 
getting the full measure of the wages 
to which they are entitled. 


My colleague has aiso referred to the 
fight made with respect to the Trades 
Dispute bill. I have said the same thing 
behind his back as I am now going to 
say before his face—:hat he conducted 
that bill through its stages in the 


House of Commons with earnestness, 
energy and marked ability, and his ab- 
solutely transparent honesty and con- 
viction of purpose had an immense ef- 
fect upon the membership of the House 
of Commons. We were a tactical party 
in the discussion of that particular 
measure. Mr. Shackleton was. the 
spokesman, and the rest of us remained 
silent. Houses of Parliament, as a rule, 
are litile better than talk-shops and 
our desire was that they should become 
work shops, and that one man in whom 
we had faith and confidence was abso~ 
lutely fitted to declare the policy of the 
trade union movement, without thirty 
of us getting up to say the same thing 
in perhaps very much worse language. 
Since coming here I have learned that 
there is much to admire in your meth- 
ods of procedure and in the work you 
have done as well as in the work you 
are doing. On the other hand, I think 
We have shown you some points and it 
is for you to cor~ us in the good things 
which we have and which we are doing. 
I admire very much tne energy and en- 
thusiasm with which you in this coun- 
try have promoted the trades waion la- 
bel. In Great Britain we have absolute- 
ly—up to this point at any rate, failed, 
except with the Union Hatters, and 
even there is much to be desired and 
much to be done before that label takes 
the position to which it is entitled. 


I have had to apologize since coming 
here because there is no label on my 
card. We have no trade union label be- 
longing to the printing trades in the 
Old Country. My hope is that when my 
friend Mr. Shackleton and I go back 
we may make such report to our co- 
workers, and make them so much 
ashamed of themselves for lagging so 
far behind in that race, that they will 
take a leaf out of your book and get 
rid of that particular reproach. 


My colleague has also referred to the 
fact that the spread of municipalizing 
ithe utilities of life in the Oid Country 
has been great. He does not cali him- 
self a Socialist, neither do I call myself 
a Socialist; at the same time I think 
we are practically Socialists because we 
are doing something by revolution and 
evolution to hasten the time when the 
masses of the people may enjoy to a 
greater extent than they do today the 
blessings of life insofar as leisure from 
a shorter working day, better houses, 
better conditions and better wages are 
concerned. As showing you the benefits 
of municipalization, I thought it might 
be well to give you an example of one 
typical instance of municipalization as 
against private enterprise. In the city 
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of Manchester, where I resided four- 
teen years, we engineered an agitation 
that the trams in the city should be- 
come municipal property. After carry- 
ing on the agitation for a few years we 
succeeded in sending to the City Coun- 
cil a majority of men pledged to that 
particular policy. Once that was given 
effect to, the change which was made 
was as follows: The old company work. 
ed its men seventy-two hours a week 
at, say for illustration, thirty shillings 
a week. The Municipality worked them 
fifty-four hours a week for the same 
wage. A difference of eighteen hours. 
The old company gave the men no uni- 
forms, but the Municipality gave them 
a@ suit of uniform free each year and 
a suit of overalls to protect them from 
the inclemency of the weather. They 
also received a week’s holiday each year 
with full wages, But that does not ex- 
haust ‘the beneficial results of mu- 
nicipalization. You can travel twice as 
far for the same fare under the munici- 
pality as you did under the old private 
company. Out of the free profits after 
providing for renewal, a sinking fund 
and all other possible cnarges, sixty 
thousand pounds per annum went into 
‘the coffers of the city, used in keeping 
down the rates or for beautifying the 
city. 


That has been done in more cities 
than in Manchester, but I give that 
as an example of what municipal effort 
ean do for the people. In Manchester 
they have a splendid water supply. In 
London until recently the water system 
was privately owned. The water was 
very dear. Now, some of you, I dare say, 
have realized what it was that caused 
the new movement, which we _ look 
upon the labor party as being. The 
first Trades Congress I attended was 
in ‘Swansea in 1886. A proposal was be- 
fore’ that Congress for the purpose of 


forming a Labor Party. The per capita’ 


was to be one farthing per member per 
annum, That proposition was ignomin- 
iously beaten. Two years later a pro- 
posal came before the Bradford Con- 
gress for the formation of an Inde- 
pendent Party. I seconded the resolu- 
tion on that occasion, ‘but out of 340 
delegates there could be found only 
seven men willing to support it. But 
when all those injunctions to which 
my friend, ‘Mr. Shackleton referred 
appeared it caused us to read indus- 
trial history and to look into politics 
in a way which we had never previ- 
ously done. We began to ask ourselyes 
this question. How is it and why is it 
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that trade unionism exists? Does it 
not exist to protect ourselves against 
the domination of capital? Does it not 
exist because we cannot trust our em- 
ployers with either our conditions of 
labor or our wages? If we cannot trust 
them with those things, and we appoint 
men out of our own ranks as presi- 
dents, secretaries and executive 
members, why, in Heaven’s name, do 
the men you cannot trust with those 
things yet be trusted by us and sent to 
Parliament to make the laws we live 
under? In Lancashire and Yorkshiro, 
we had members of our organizations, 
Lancashire was absolutely Conserva- 
tive and Yorkshire was as much given 
to Liberalism, yet we had the same 
class of people, members of the same 
church, members of the same football 
team and members of the same 
unions, and members of the same 
friendly society. Their interests in all 
those things were identical, yet when 
we came to politics the one saw red 
and the other saw blue, but the both 
of us came to the conclusion that we 
had been green all the time. 

‘Now, Mr. ‘Chairman, it appears to 
me in this country you are in much 
the same position. You may not be 
color blind like us, but you are very 
much in the position of the man who 
mixed his drinks—one half of you can 
see nothing but eagles and the other 
half see stars. What you have to real- 
ize is that your political differences 
must be cast aside, as we have cast 
them aside; that you must nail the 
colors of Labor Union to the mast 
and make that your politics. In the 
old country it was charged that our 
policy was a policy of bread and but- 
ter. I don’t know that the higher 
classes have had any different policies 
than that and I don’t know that we 
can be very much blamed for seeking 
to get a better share of the wealth 
the workers produce than has_- ever 
been the case before, Your problems 
in this new country are not the same 
as ours with the unemployed, and the 
policy we have nailed on our banner, 
so far as that question is concerned is: 
“Work for all who are willing to 
work,” or in other words, “Word for 
the workless and food for the food- 
less.”’ 

In 1898 or i899 we had that famous 
resolution at the Plymouth College, 
which brought the present labor party 
into existence. The invitation was ex- 
tended when the conference was held 
to trades unions, co-operators and all 
Socialist societies. The co-operators 
did not join with us, but the Social- 
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ist bodies did, and for two years we 
went on very harmoniously together. 
Then one section of the Socialists se- 
ceded from us because of the fact that 
we were not prepared to swallow their 
particular nostrum. It was a case of 
the tail wagging the dog, and we were 
not prepared for that. When it was 
first formed, the only income we had 
was ten shillings per thousand mem- 
bers per annum. It was a beginning, 
but we could do very little with that. 
Two years after that we formed the 
Parliamentary Maintenance Fund the 
percapita tax being a penny _ per 
member per annum, Two or three 
years after that the million workers 
affiliated agreed almost unanimously 
to double the per capita tax. Up to 
the end of the present year we have 
contributed directly 75,522 pounds for 
the purposes of the Laber Party The 
affiliation fees for eight years have 
amounted to 4,916 pounds. The total 
expenditure from the Parliamentary 
Fund has been 16,606 pounds. We have 
contested at least fifty-four constit- 
uencies and spent 54,000 pounds. But 
while that is the tax, so far as the 
Labor Party as a party is concerned. 
the unions themselves have spent a 
great deal more money than that, be- 
cause in most of the constituencies 
we have got to keep up an organiza- 
tion. 

You know you cannot work an or- 
ganization unless there be some capital 
to grease the wheels, We realize that 
we cannot organize unless we have some 
money to spend, not money with which 
to bribe people, but simply to keep 
the machine running. The Labor Party 
has not money to spend so far as Dor- 
cas (Societies amd so far as donations 
to Mothers Meetings are concerned, 
In our country you know the richer 
the man the better his chance of get- 
ting a call, and a great many of that 
kind of people say it has been a real 
blessing that the Labor Party has 
arisen, because now they have a 
chance of saying they are not going 
to subscribe to these various organi- 
zations 


You can see how within those last 
few years our party has grown so 
strong, so important and powerful a 
factor in the lives of the people. It 
used to be that we sent delegates to 
London to the members of Parliament, 
begging them, pleading with them, al- 
most getting down on our knees and 
praying to them to support some par- 
ticular measure labor was interested 
in. Now trade unionists do not need 
to send delegates to the House of 


Commons; a letter does it, a letter to 
the secretary of the party, saying. ““My 
trade is interested in such and such a 
measure,” inclosing all particulars, and 
inside the ‘House of Commons we do 
the rest. 

With respect to the work of the 
Labor Party within the House of Com- 
mons—we are only thirty, and find that 
too few for the work that is to be done 
but we divide ourselves into little 
groups of two or three, and as many 
bills as we can get through are allot- 
ted to these little committees. They 
go through them line by line and 
clause by clause to see if there is any- 
thing that will be detrimental to the 
interests of labor, or if anything can 
be done to improve’ them in labor’s 
interests, The work in the House of 
Commons is not only confined to them, 
but what are known in this country 
as franchises come before small com- 
mittees in the House of Commons, It 
is interesting work and one only re- 
quires to get inside to enable them 
to perceive the methods adopted by 
the capitalistic classes for the purpose 
of robbing the workers. 

I will now come to the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act. As my colleague 
has said I had the privilege of serving 
upon that committee. Mr. Shackleton 
and the whip of our party, Mr. Hen- 
derson, were on the Selection Commit- 
tee in the House of Commons and they 
put up a fight that labor might be 
adequately represented on that com- 
mittee. Out of our thirty members we 
had fifteen placed on that particular 
committee. The moment the fifteen 
were selected we took hold of the bill 
and went through it line by line and 
clause by clause so that-we might give, 
if possible, effect to the demand of 
organized labor as expounded in the 
Trades Union Congress in the pro- 
posed new measure. 

Now, the history is somewhat inter- 
esting, and I think it is a demonstra- 
tion of what labor can do when organ- 
ized and determined. During the life 
of the previous Parliament we had been 
unable to get the Government to grant 
us any legislation. When, however, the 
new government came into power, 
along with the Trades Disputes Bill, 
they introduced the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Bill, but it was‘a good dis- 
appointment to us, as it was introduced 
by the Government. While it extended 
the provisions of the measure in some 
respects it retrograded in many others. 
It was proposed in the new bill that 
only in workshops or factories where 
five or more men were employed should 
there be compensations for accidents. 
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That meant ruling out thousands of 
men who were then enjoying the bene- 
fits of the measure, There was no pro- 
vision for clerks, warehouse men, or 
shop assictants. We took exception to 
those things when the measure was 
beirg read a second time in the House 
of Commons. Vhen it got upstairs we 
found ourselves plump up against the 
Government time and again, but we 
insisted that the bill should cover all 
workmen. We said if small concerns 
were unable to meet any liabilities 
under the act a clause should be put 
in the bill making insurance compul- 
sory, or the government should start 
a system of State insurance compul- 
sory upon all employes. We pointed 
out that the man in the small factory 
had a wife and family dependent upon 
him the same as the man in the large 
factory; that he required to eat as well 
as the other chap; that he required 
medical attendance, clothing and all 
other comforts of life exactly in the 
Same way. The Government gave in 
upon that point. Then they brought 
in a clause dealing with the clerks and 
warehouse men against giving compen- 
sation where only three or more were 
employed. We brought forward the 
same argument with respect to them, 
with the result that the Government 
caved in and made the act apply to one 
employee as well as to a hundred. 

But the gre. fight was over what 
was known as the “Old Man” clause. 
When a man was sixty years of age 
he was to be allo-ved to contract out 
of the act. We believed that would be 
an injury to all workers and fought 
against it, The Home Secretary, who 
was i charge of the bill, said if we 
persevered with that we might lose the 
bill. We were not to be intimidated 
bv any covert threat and fought the 
thing out. In some of the cases where 
we were beaten in the committee 
when it. got back to the House of 
Commons and got to the report stage 
we had the whole House with us and 
the bill materially strengthened. 


Several of the features of the bill 
are entirely new and novel, so far as 
our country is concerned. Formerly the 
mother of an _ illegitimate son or 
daughter had no standing in the eyes 
of the law, and for the first time in 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act a 
mother supported by an illegitimate son 
or daughter had the same claim as 
though she had been married according 
to the laws of the church. The new act 
also includes domestic servants for the 
first time, a wonderfully good provision 
for that particular class of labor It 
also affects the man who is a body 
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servant of evewy kind and description. 
It includes seamen, and even the mas- 
ter of a steamer is included in the 
measure, The only exceptions are men 
who enter into contracts or agreements 
with one another for the purpose of 
working their own fishing crafts. 

We did not get some of the things 
we wanted. The old maximum of three 
hundred pounds for a fatal accident 
still holds, Where an insurance com- 
pany comes along and gives a widow 
less than she is legally entitled to, as 
soon as anyone finds out that fact the 
agreement has no binding force and 
the widow ca. sue in court for the 
balance of the money. When the acci- 
dent prevents work for two or more 
weeks payment now dates from the 
first day. Under the old act the work- 
man got nothing for the first fortnight 
of his accident. 

Another good feature is that where 
apprentices or young persons are per- 
manently injured their compensation is 
open to a review every year, so that 
their wages may rise up until the time 
they would have become journeymen, 
and they would get the maximum 
under the acts. If a man or woman 
was crippled for life, under the old 
act, the employer could claim that the 
weekly compensation be computed for 
a lump sum, and sometimes men vere 
intimidated into taking a sum that 
was absolutely inadequate. Now there 
is a provision of the act that where a 
man has been permanently disabled for 
life, if the employer desires to com- 
mute he must give an amount equal 
to the exchange of the postoffice sav- 
ings bank annuity scheme, or the Con- 
solidated Fund an amount equal to 75 
per cent. of the actual valuation of 
the weekly compensation the man is 
receiving, and if by any means the 
man gets less than that to which 
he is entitled an agreement would 
not stand and he could go _ for 
the employer for the balance any time 


: thereafter. 


Then another novel feature is that 
industrial disewses are treated almost 
for the first time as accidents. Under 
the old act the miner’s “beat knee” or 
“beat nand™ were net accidents; but 
under the new act these are treated 
as accidents, and anyone who knows as 
to that particular occupation know that 
many mire?: are thrown out of work 
as a cons-vence of these particular 
forms of accident. 

Under the new act any trade can 
make a demand upon the Home Secre- 
tary for an inquiry if they have dis- 
covered in their particular trade 
peculiar to its calling. The Home Sec- 
retary then holds an inquiry and if 
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the workmen prove their case that 
particular disease, by what is known 
as an administrative order is sched- 
uled as an accident. Since the passing 
of the measure in 1906 the Home 
Secretary during its passage having 
made certain promises, on the first of 
May of this year, as a result of inqui- 
ries he had held scheduled 18 different 
diseases as accidents. Some of 
them I will quote to you without giving 
the medical names. I am rather afraid 
of my Greek pronunciation. Arsenical 
poisoning, ulceration of the skin or eye 
due to men working amidst pitch, tar, 
etc., Scrotal, epethellam, the disease 
that chimney sweeps are heirs to; 
Glanders from the care of horses and 
other animals, nystogmus, a disease 
of the eye peculiar to miners working 
in dark places. Then there is com- 
pressed air illness. A new addition is 
the miner’s “beat elbow.” You will see 
from this that we have gone stages 
ahead of any other civilized country 
with respect to our Workmen’s Com- 
pensation act. We do not mean to say 
we are satisfied. There can be ‘no 
finality to legislation; there can be no 
standing still as long as there are 
human wrongs to right. 

We suffer, as I said in the beginning, 
from the same sort of evils you suffer 
from in this country, and you get ma- 
ligned in the same way. It is wonderful 
the kind of characters labor leaders 
get. It was my misfortune to be trav- 
eling with nine other people in a rail 
way compartment. I was evidently 
unknown to the other people. A big 
strike I had been taking an interest in 
was mentioned, and I heard myself 
described as a drunkard and wife- 
beater, and that my children were 
running about dirty, ragged and neg- 
lected. When I got to my destination 
I lowered a window, raised my hat 
and said, “Gentlemen, I am the indi- 
vidual you have been discussing, and I 
am very much obliged to you for your 
certificate of character.” There was a 
silence you could have felt and I went 
away. Have we not been villified all 
the years of our lives? And yet I do 
not know of any body of men who 
have done more for the uplifting of 
humanity than the labor agitator unless 
it be the labor agitator’s wife, and I 
don’t think she gets sufficient credit 
for the many sacrifices she makes to 
the common cause. 

I am glad to have been here and to 
have had the opportunity of talking to 
you, and my hope is that each one of 
us in season and out of season may 
keep our hands to the plow. What 
better service can any man render to 


humanity than seeking to uplift his 
fellows? My only hope is that when my 
span of life comes to an end I may 
hear the whisper of the Angel of Death 
saying, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant; enter into thy rest. 


Vice President Duncan in the chair. 


Mr. W. R. Trotter, fraternal dele- 
gate from the Canadian Trades and 
Labor Congress, was introduced by 
Vice President Duncan. 


Fraternal Delegate Trotter—Mr. 
Chairman and Fellow Delegates: Since 
arriving in the city of Norfolk I have 
had occasion to go on an outing with 
the printers, and made a remark to 
them which comes with more appro- 
priateness this morning. I said then, 
and I say it now: ‘‘My fellow workers, 
I am one of the least of these my 
brethren.” However, if my _ friends 
from the British Trades Union Con- 
gress feel inclined at any time to ex- 
aggerate their position or bulk, I can 
always square it up by telling them I 
represent a constituency thirty times 
the size of Great Britain and Ireland. 
I wish also to testify that since I came 
to this city and met with the mem- 
bers of the American Federation of 
Labor I have been treated splendidly. 
I have looked forward for months to 
the pleasure of meeting with the men 
I have heard of and whose writings I 
have read,.and not the least of these is 
the president of the organization to 
which I have the honor to. belong, 
President Lynch, of the International 
Typographical Union. Other names 
present themselves to me in_ such 
numbers I will refrain from mention- 
ing them. I come to convey to you 
fraternal greetings from the Trade 
Unionists of the Dominion of Canada. 
We ar® one with you in the Interna- 
tional Trades Union movement of the 
North American continent, We wear 
the International button in every case. 
The Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada is the recognized head of 
Trade Unionism in Canada for the In- 
ternational Trades Unions along the 
line of the American Federation of 
Labor, and that only. There may be 
on the part of those who have not 
visited the Dominion an idea that we 
are a fringe on the outside of the 
United States of America, keeping 
them in some degree separated from 
the North Pole, and the climate that 
would come south to them if we were 
not there to stop it in some degree. 

The territory lying to the north of 
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the 49th parallel, known as the Do- 
minion of Canada has within its area 
178,078 square miles more than the 
United States of America, even after 
we have given you Alaska. With a ter- 
ritory like this and the country filling 
up as it is at the present time there 
are possibilities ahead of the Domin- 
ion of Canada that are as yet un- 
dreamt of. As International Trade 
Unionists we are in on the ground 
floor to hold on a straight union 
line the workers of that Dominion. A 
territory 3,500 miles from the east to 
the west and 1,400 stretching from 
the south to the north is contained 
within the Dominion, with a distance 
greater from east to west than the dis- 
tance from Halifax to London. 

The last session of our Congress 
was held in Winnipeg in the Province 
of Manitoba. As your fraternal dele- 
gate, Mr. Maloney has said, that was 
an epoch in the history of the Trades 
and Labor Congress of Canada. We 
had delegates from points 3,500 miles 
apart, both Halifax and Vancouver 
being represented, and every point in 
between. 

We wish also to say there is a move 
in the direction of the affiliation of 
the International Unions from their 
headquarters with the Trades and La- 
bor Congress of Canada, Seventeen of 
the International Trades Unions now 
pay per capita tax to the Dominion 
Trades and Labor Congress. The ques- 
tions we have to deal with must ne- 
cessarily be very much the same as 
the questions with which you have to 
deal, and in listening to the splendid 
report of our friend, Mr. Gompers, 
last Monday, I noted that in almost 
every particular our troubles and dif- 
ficulties were the same. One of the 
chief, if not the chief question, which 
came before our convention was the 
question of immigration. It is a hardy 
annual only coming up with a new 
face every twelve months. The ques- 
tion that was looming largest on the 
horizon at our last convention was 
that of Asiatic immigration. In 1899 
this question became so, serious that 
a royal commission was asked for and 


appointed and upon the report they 
brought in in 1901 certain restrictions 
were adopted, in connection with the 
Mikado’s government. Immigration 
from the Sunrise Empire was restrict- 
ed to 500 a year. That with the $500 
a head tax on the Chinaman made the 
capitalists think they could not ob- 
tain a sufficient amount of cheap la- 
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bor for the mines, factories and rail- 
way construction, so they turned their 
attention in another direction and be- 
gan to,ship in the Hindoos. The Hin- 
doos come to us as fellow subjects un- 
der the Union Jack, That movement 
died in its infancy because they found 
the Hindoo was not the profitable ser- 
vant they hoped he would be. 

A new phase has arisen of which 
you are well aware. It was discovered 
that the restrictions could be evaded 
and that Japanese immigrants by first 


landing at Honolulu could reship to. 


Canada. The Government of Japan 
stated that these people, having taken 
passports to Honolulu did not come 
under the restrictions and they could 
not control them, From January ist 
to the end of October this year 4,000 
Japanese have landed on our western 
coast. The people in the eastern part 
of Canada and in the eastern part of 
your own country are not aware of the 
seriousness of this problem. Those 
Who have gone to the western section 
of this country and all along the Pa- 
cific slope know its seriousness. 

In the lumber mills the white people 
have been almost wholly driven out. 
The shingle weaving industry is in the 
hands of the Chinese and Japanese. 
That is one of the worst features of the 
thing, because you are confronted with 
the possibility of the product of these 
people coming into your country, The 
manufacturers cry that they can not 
produce with the highly paid white la- 
bor on the Pacific coast goods at a 
proper price is an absolute fallacy be- 
cause you can purchase shingles from 
mills where members of the Shingle 
Weavers’ Association work at less price 
than those produced by Japanese and 
Chinese. There are three thousand pev- 
Ple employed in the salmon-fishing in- 
dustry on Frazer river and 2,800 of 


, that number are Japanese, You may be 


also interested in lister.ing to a letter of 
which we obtained possession. It is im- 
portant enough, I think, to read to this 
convention, It is as follows: 


P. O. Box 598, 
Vancouver, B. C., 
July 30th, 1907. 
J. E. Winkler, Esq., 
Pentecton, B. C.: 

Dear Sir:—Having seen vour valuable 
discovery of a large coal seam in the 
district of Lake Okanagan in a news- 
paper published here, I am a repre- 
sentative of a Japanese immigration as- 
sociation and staying here, cannot hesi-. 
tate to make all haste to strongly ad- 
vise you to hire Japanese laborers in 
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your developing and mining work. I 
am now making a preparation to fur- 
nish men for Messrs. Crow’s Nest Pass 
Coal Co., Fernie, B. C., and shall have 
at present to my hand so many Jap 
laborers, that I can furnish you as 
many as you want at any time, My men 
all migh.y and strong and also noi 
afraid to undergo any work; will be 
satisfied at low wages compared with 
whiie laborers, I should be giad to send 
you any number you want on a notice 
from you and fares advanced. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

A. S. TSUJIMURA. 

That is an evidence that the Chinese 
we have been up against for some time 
who are content to do domestic work 
and laundry work and the Hindooo, is 
in no way to »2: compared to the man 
who at present invading our western 
possessions. I have seen hundreds of 
these men on the western section of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway doing work 
and replacing maintenance of way em- 
ployees. I met an acquaintance who is 
a member of the suite of Earl Gray, 
the Governor General of Canada, out 
there last year. I knew he had been 
acting Secretary to a high dignitary 
in South Africa and that the Chinese 
were a problem there so I talked the 
matter over with him. He said, ‘You 
may be right in regard to Canada In 
this thing but I want to tell you the 
Dominion of Canada can stand a lot of 
evils.”” This is the position we are call- 
ed upon to face in any new country. 
The supplying corporation is in ahead 
of the population, and they corral the 
possibilities and secure by plunder and 
by legal enactments—which In many 
cases is a distinction without a differ- 
ence—the land, the mineral rights and 
the lumber industries. 

This would not be so serious a mat- 
ter if our white population was not be- 
ing driven out by this cheap labor. Un- 
less something is done, not only in the 
Dominion of Canada but on the western 
coast of the United States to make a 
stand against it we are going to have 
our Pacific slope turned into an Asia- 
tic province entirely. 

We have also an eastern immigra- 
tion problem that is looming large, be- 
cause like your Association of Manu- 
facturers, we have a bunch over there 
calling themselves the Canadian Manu- 
facturers’ Association. From what I 
can learn you are face to face with the 
National Association or Manufactur- 
ers as your recognized enemies in the 
field. We have the ground cleared and 
Wwe accept the same proposition and we 
now know exactly where we _ stand. 


They have agencies in the Old Country 
for the shipping in of skiiled and un- 
skilled labor, but at the present time 
they are shipping in more skilled than 
unskilled labor in the hope of beating 
down the skilled crafts to the same 
wage that prevails in the old countries. 
You have a law that protects you, but 
we have not. They ship in, not only 
strike-breakers but a large amount 


of skilled and unskilled labor. ‘the 
Trades and Labor Congress has had 
this question before it often. Only 


recently they have secured a law in 
Great Britain making it an offense to 
ship anybody to Canada under false 
pretenses, but it has not been effective. 
The Trades Congress has decided to 
send a representative to the British 
Islands this Winter to let the Trades 
Union section of that country at least 
be aware of the conditions that prevail 
in Canada. We are hoping that good 
results will follow and that in conjunc. 
tion with the British Trades Unionists 
we may be able to get laws passed that 
will protect us, If it were for the benefit 
of those people they were being brought 
here we might look upon it with some 
degree of allowance. It is not for their 
benefit. They are brought away from 
good homes in the old land where they 
have comfortable homes and _ fair 
wages and given less wages here. This 
is due to misrepresentation on the part 
of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

The legislation we have had, I am 
sorry to say, can not produce any such 
evidence as has been brought before 
you by the British Fraternal delegates. 
We have had chiefly contrary and op- 
posing legislation. Your worthy chair- 
man referred to a bill destined to cut 
us off from the assistance of our In- 
ternational organizers and International 
Presidents should they happen to be 
citizens of the United States. That was 
defeated in the Senate, but was defeat. 
ed wholly and solely by agitation raised 
by the members and the affiliations of 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada, and every cent spent by our or- 
ganization is spent in the interests of 
the International movement. We have 
had passed against us in the last ses- 
sion a bill destined to cause the com- 
pulsory investigation, not arbitration, 
of disputes in public utilities. At th= 
present time it is not possible to go on 
strike without first having referred the 
matter to an investigating committee 
composed of one man appointed by the 
employers, one man by the Unions and 
a third man selected by them, or if 
they can not agree by the Labor Bu- 
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reau of the Dominion Government. Due 
notice and due consideration must be 
had of all matters under dispute before 
a strike can taken place. We have noth- 
ing to lose from an investigation, but 
the nature of the bill and some of the 
clauses in it show clearly the cloven 
hoof of the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
Association, inasmuch as some of them 
are absolutely unbearable and cripple 
us in our right of free speech. We are 
hoping to remedy this in the coming 
session. 

The question of universal peace came 
before our Congress and various reso- 
lutions were introduced dealing with 
that matter. Surely there can be no 
question of greater import to the work- 
ers of this or any other couniry than 
the question of universal peace, We 
with you, and with our British friends, 
had hoped that this vonference at the 
Hague would produce something more 
than the same old nest egg that was 
placed there at the beginning, The de- 
liberations of that Congress show we 
have still with us that race of false 
prophets who cry, ‘Peace, peace,” 
when there never has been any peace, 
is not now and never will be peace until 
the workers of the world refuse to be 
pitted blindly against each other for 
the benefit of corporate interests. 

The previous convention of the Con- 
gress took an important step, the step 
of going into independent political ac- 
tion, In a new country like ours, which 
is rapidly filling up with the new popu- 
lation, many of them without settled 
homes, it is a bigger problem even 
than you have in the States to take in- 
dependent political action. In the older 
countries there is a fixed population 
and they are not hampered as we are, 
We decided for independent political ac- 
tion, however, as our only hope. We 
hope in the future to get on the inside 
and look out instead of being as now 
On the outside looking in. 

In regard to independent political 
movement Canada comes in as a sort 
of rear guard. We are fighting the rear 
guard battle with all the trials and 
troubles such an action represents. 
When we listen to wnat the people in 
the little island over the sea have 
achieved we realize we are at leas. 
marching to the same music and have 
the same aspirations, hopes and aims 
they have over there. 

There are other things I might say 
in connection with our Dominion, for 
I want you to know we are very much 
alive up there. The Dominion is begin- 
ning the 20th century with the same 
population the United States began the 
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19th century, but this does not mean we 
are one hundred years behind you, nor 
can we be, linked as we are in a com- 
mon. bond of international unionism. 
Having the ideas and hopes we have 
and clear ground before us, and the 
experiences of what has been done 
along these lines in the older ‘nations, I 
feel we can with confidence look for a 
bright future in the Dominion of Can- 
ada in the Trades Union movement. 

I wish to thank vou again for the re- 
ception accorded me here, and again 
convey the fraternal greetings of ‘the 
Canadian Trades Unionists in the same 
movement and in the same internation- 
al organizations as south of the line. 

President Gompers—The Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor has invited Mr. T. V. Powderly, 
the Commissioner of the new division in 
the Immigration Department, to make 
an address before this convention in 
regard to that division. I have the 
pleasure of presenting to you Hon. T. 
V. Powderly. 

Mr. Powderly—Mr. President, 
Brothers and Sisters: I think I may 
use that term. As one who lives among 
you, to whom you can have access ev- 
ery day, I shall not take up much of 
your time. I will repeat a wise saying 
of the late Josh Billings. He _ said: 
“The public speaker who cannot strike 
oil in twenty minutes ought to stop 
boring, I shall not bore twenty min- 
utes. Indeed, I hope I shall not bore 
you at all. If there is a body of men 
in the world who have a right to hear 
an expression of opinion from a. public 
official that body consists of those 
who represent the trade union move- 
ment, and the labor movement gen- 
erally in the United States I hope to see 
the day when Cabnet officers and the 
President of the United States will not 
feel it beneath their dignity to attend 
a meeting of the American Federation 
of Labor. (Applause). 

The recent Congress passed a law 
saying, among other things, that there 
should be established a Division of In- 
formation, the purpose of which shall 
be, the promotion and beneficial dis- 
tribution of admitted aliens; that this 
division shall gather information from 
all sources, shall correspond with the 
Governors of States and territories and 
ascertain what the physical character- 
istics and products’ of the different 
States consist of, for the purpose of 
placing this information before aliens 
admitted to this country who may 
ask for it, and such others as may de- 
sire it. Placed at the head of that di- 
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vision on the lst of July, and begin- 
ning its work, I sent inquiries to all 
the Governors and I got a volume of 
information. You know there are kinds 
of information—the kind that informs, 
and the kind you have to be informed 
about to know what it is. I got a lot 
of the latter kind of information. I 
will tell you a story to illustrate what 
I mean. 

An Irishman walked into a saloon 
one morning, reached over for that 
little thing that hangs over the bar— 
a cigar-lighter—and lighted a little 
black pipe. He then went out, but 
came back the next morning and did 
the same thing. He came back the next 
morning, and the next, until he had 
been coming in for about ten days or 
so, when it began to get on the nerves 
of the bartender, The next time he 
came in the bartender said, ‘“‘Who are 
you?” “Ts it me, you mane?” said the 
Irishman. “Yes.” “And you don’t 
know me?” “No.” ‘Well, I will tell 
you. I’m that little red-headed Irish- 
man that comes in every morning to 
light his poipe.”’ 

I got a lot of that kind of informa- 
tion. Then I made a departure from 
the strict letter of the law, and secur- 
ing a list of addresses from the head- 
quarters of the American Federation 
of Labor, I wrote the various national 
and international trade unions, asking 
a number of questions, and then the 
information began to come in. Then 
the manufacturers took it up and said 
it was not fair that I should write to 
the trade unions and not to them. I 
did write to them. The chief idea of 
that information is to find out where 
every idle acre.of. land in this country 
is located, who owns it, who holds the 
title to it, on what terms it may be 
obtained, and whether it 1s improved 
or unimovroved. 

I have spent the greater part of my 
life in the labor field, and I say we do 
not oppose immigration, as such, but 
we do not favor the coming of men 
here and having them dumped on the 
backs of our workers when two men 
seek the one job. The thing to do with 
immigration is this: When the man 
comes to us have a place for him, If 
there is no place for him, let us tell 
him that on the other side, and have 
him stay at home. I suggest that there 
be agencies established in the places 
where these idle immigrants congest, 
to tell them where the idle lands are 
located. Then they will not be allowed 
to congest in our industrial centers 


like festering sores for men like Far- 
ley to draw upon in times of trouble. 

I think agents of the Division should 
go on the ships and come with the 
immigrants from the other side. You 
saw a notice in the papers that it was 
intended to give the information out 
on the other side, and some enemies 
of the movement attempted to stir up 
trouble on that score. No such plan 
was ever proposed. After the ship 
sails from the other side, we expect 
to have the agents go among these 
poor people and tell them what we 
have got. They will have several days 
to digest this information, If this is 
managed in the right way it will be 
a good thing. If these people are taken 
to the land many of them will be 
more at home than in the cities, be- 
cause they are used to land in their 
own countries. Up to this time they 
did not seem to know that we had 
this land, They seemed to have the 
idea that this country was a big work- 
shop: that there was nothing outside 
of New York and Boston. I am grati- 
fied to be able-to say to you that quite 
a number of the people in this coun- 
try are willing to let them have the 
land if they make a small payment on 
it charging them no _ interest, even 
erecting houses in many places for the 
sake of having them settle there. 

I talked to the Secretary of Labor 
about the very things I have been 
talking to you about. He said, “It is 
right, it is proper; this is as much a 
Department of Labor as of Commerce, 
and if it'has not appeared so in the 
past, from now on the _ labor side 
shall have precedence and labor shall 
be recognized” So it rests with us, 
and I am here to ask you to take an 
interest in this matter-to examine into 
everything that has been done by the 
Division, pass upon it and give the 
benefit of your advice through a com- 
mittee appointed here or by your Ex- 
ecutive Council. I am here to ask 
your co-operation in managing this 
Division in the interests of the Amer- 
ican people without injury to anyone. 


The agents on the ships will have 
from six to twelve days to mingle with 
the aliens, and they will know what 
brings every man to us, they will know 
who invited him and they will know 
if he is coming in viomtion of the 
Contract Labor Law. If he is, then 
he will be sent to a place where he 
will have better employment than that 
offered by the men who brought him 
here or he will go back home. I think 
you people ought to say amen to this. 

I have in my hand a gavel that I 
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prize highly. It is one I have had 
many years, and it has never been used 
except in a good cause. No unworthy 
hand had ever touched it. When it was 
in England twenty-one yearsago the 
immortal Gladstone used itonce at a 
meeting. It has been used by Kossuth? 
Gladstone and McKinley, and I ask 
President Gompers if he will do me 
the favor to put just one motion with 
it in this American Federation of 
Labor, to add one more leaf to _ its 
wreath of laurels. 

President Gompers—The (Chair sug- 
gests that the Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report take the suggestion of 
(Mr. Powderly under consideration. 

(Mr. James M, Sullivan, an attorney, 
who has taken an immense interest in 
the cases in which labor is particularly 
interested, and in whose care a very 
large number of labor cases have been 
placed, is present at this session. He 
is a graduate of the Carpenters’ Union, 
as well as of the University. I now 
have the pleasure of presenting him to 
you. 


Mr. Sullivan said in part: 


Mr. President and Members of the 
American Federation of Labor: I be- 
lieve, after the very serious discussions 
of the various questions that intcrest 
you in this wonderful morning session, 
any long talk by me would be extreme- 
ly out of place. I have talked for labor, 
and I have talked in places, believe 
me, where there was less sympathy for 
the advocacy of labor than is expressed 
here today. T congratulate the 
American Federation of Labor upon 
one thing, that you are not discussing 
in your deliberations the question of 
existence. The labor organization, as 
a great factor in our social and polit- 
ical life, has arrived, and it has come 
to stay. Organized labor from now on 
will secure more and more control of 
capital, and the investment of capital 
will be best guarded when organized 
labor has most to do in that direc- 
tion. 

I was pleased with your President’s 
report. As a lawyer who has studied 
injunctions very closely, I want to 
congratulate you that upon this im- 
portant phase of your work, you have 
at your head a man able to grapple 
with the gentlemen who are trying to 
make new departure in the law. The 
trouble has been that we have known 
too little about injunctions; but it 
appears from your President’s re- 
port that there is not a lawyer in 
America who knows any more about 
injunctions than he does. He speaks 
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of the gentleman who once upon a 
time found himself in so high a posi- 
tion that the friendship of labor men 
would never more be necessary to 
him, he thought. He gives to him the 
reason why that extraordinary weapon 
the injunction. should not be brought 
into labor troubles. 

The injunction was first introduced 
into English jurisprudence. The in- 
junction does not issue from a court 
of law. In the old days the laws were 
made rigidly, and it was found as they 
were applied in England, there were 
times when the rules and the laws of 
the land were too hard, and injustice 
was done. So it came to pass that the 
king exercised his conscience and vio- 
lated the law, to give some relief. 
Then he delegated that power to his 
chancellor. The exercise of that 
power required too much time and 
there was organized a court of equity. 
Out of this court of equity could issue 
a writ of injunction. But, my friends, 
let me tell you the writ of injunction 
never was given such an application 
as it has been given in the United 
States by capitalists whose interests 
were to be served by the issuance of 
the writ. I congratulate you that the 
great, large gentleman who was one 
time judge of Ohio, who thought be- 
cause he was a judge he was removed 
for all time from the influence of the 
workingman, through your president, 
in his annual report, has had brought 
home to him the old, trite Irish say- 
ing, that “people meet and hills and 
mountains not.” Because he traveled 
on so far this large man, who gladly 
issued his injunction, this man who 
traveled so far and so successfully, 
found he was going in a circle. It is 
a mighty fine thing when big men in 
high places realize fully that the 
workingman is making a condition, 
and, mark me, gentlemen the work- 
ingman is asking a condition where 
the official in public life who discounts 
his influence will not fit into the 
‘scheme of things any more and does 
not belong in the game. 

The day has gone by forever when a 
man can say, “TI will conduct my busi- 
ness in my own way.” He can do that 
in no scheme of life, for his attitude 
towards his fellow man in every duty 
that calls him, is such that he can 
not. do the things he has to do in 
his own way. He must take into con- 
sideration that other people have 
rights and business interests as well, 
and we are teaching invested capital 
in America the great truth that the 
man can conduct his business in his 
own way, keeping in mind always the 
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fact that if he employs a thousand 
men, will find that the thousand men 
will also conduct their business in 
their own way. 

I have heard a lot of talk about the 
influence of the laboring man in pol- 
itics. I believe that influence is to 
grow. I believe you can claim that 
the great reform movement that is 
sweeping over the country in every 
direction is a result of the realization 
that the laboring man is becoming an 
intelligent and potent factor in the 
affairs of American life. The best 
example in the whole history of your 
power was when your brave little 
president marched up into Maine and 
b-ought the story home to the scoffer 
that he could not scoff at organized 
labor. When your president was trav- 
eling the corridors in Washington 
seeking laws for the uplift of human- 
ity he found a scoffer who said to him 
figuratively: “I come from a strong- 
hold where my party is entrenched, 
and there is no organized labor there. 
I am one of the men who can defy 
you.” When your president went up 
there to lead the fight, he traveled 
alone to the seat of war, into the en- 
emy’s country, and the proud gentle- 
man stayed awake all night after 
the election to see if he really did 
land once more. 

It is a proud privilege for me to be 
able to say this to you. We have a 
glorious history in our country. The 
pages of our history are brilliant with 
the brave deeds of great men for the 
cause of liberty and humanity, but I 
believe when the hundred years past 
of our lives have been chronicled and 
the story has been told of the work 
done bravely and honestly and truly, 
amid hardship and the bitter winter 
of opposition, there will be no brighter 
page in the whole book than that 
which records what Samuel Gompers 
has done for the people of America, 
notwithstanding the vicious, desperate 
slander that has been hurled from 
muddy fingers, you have a gentleman 
at the head of your organization lead- 
ing you to victory, and marshaling 
you again when you are set back, who 
has the respect, the admiration and 
the love of all good Americans. 

The Committee on Credentials rec- 
ommended that Mrs. Raymond Ro- 
bryns be seated as a delegate from 
the Women’s National Trade Union 
League, without a vote. 


On motion, duly seconded, the re- 
port of the committee was adopted, 
President Gompers using Mr. Powder- 
ly’s gavel in putting the motion. 


The following resolutions were in- 
troduced and referred to the various 
committees: 


Resolution No. 56—By Delegate M. 
J. Clarke, of Muncie, Ind., Trades Coun- 
eil: 


WHEREAS, The American’ Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union of North America 
applied for a charter of affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
the Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
decided to grant a charter to the A. 
F. G. W. U.; and 

WHEREAS, Said decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. was 
accepted by the representatives of the 
A. F. G. W. U, who were under the im- 
pression that the A. F. G. W. U. would 
retain jurisdiction over the members 
they now have, but it later developed 
that as a condition of securing a char- 
ter of affiliation “The A. F. G. W. U. 
would have to surrender to the Glass 
Bottle Blowers’ Association”, a large 
number of memlLers who learned their 
trade and received their trade union 
teachings under the American Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union. and 

WHEREAS, The representatives of 
the said A. F. G. W. U. could not trans- 
fer the membership involved to the said 
G. B. B. A., as said membership would 
refuse to sever their connection with 
the A. F. G. W. U. and unite with the 
G. B. B. A, owing to the fact that such 
a transfer of membership would incur 
a sacrifice of protective rules that 
would thereby entail an absolutely un- 
necessary reduction in wages. There- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the _ repre- 
sentatives of the 27th Annual Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L do hereby in- 
struct the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. to issue or re-issue a charter 
to the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union on the following conditions: 

First. The G. B. B. A. shall retain 
jurisdiction over the factories now gov- 
erned by that organization. 

Second. The A. F. G. W. U. shall 
retain jurisdiction over the factories 
now governed by that organization. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 57—By Delegate J. 
Morton, International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen. 

WHEREAS, For the past three 
months organized labor has been en- 
gaged in a struggle with the firm of 
Theo. A. Koch Co., barber’s supplies. 
of Chicago, Ill.; and 

WHEREAS. the above named firm 
with the co-operation of the Employ- 
ers’ Association have attempted to 
convict men under the new vagrancy 
law of Illinois in their attempt to 
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break the strike. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the firm of Theo. 
A. Koch Company, of Chicago, be 
placed upon the “We Don’t Patronize” 
list of the A. F. of L. 


Kkeferred to Committe on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 58—By Delegate A. 
Furuseth, International Seamens’ Un- 
ion: 


WHEREAS, Much of the strife over 
jurisdiction arises from an assumed 
right on the part of affiliated organi- 
zations to change their names so as to 
cover a wider field of jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, This change in name 
and jurisdiction changes the contractu- 
ral relations of such organizations and 
the A. F. of L. as well as between 
such organizations and other affiliated 
bodies; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That no such change be 
allowed except after approval by a 
Convention of the A. F. of L.; such 
action only to be taken after notice of 
intention so to do has been given at 
the previous convention. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 59—By Delegate P. F. 
Duffy. of Chicago Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The George M. Hill 
Bindery Co., of Chicago, is actively op- 
posed to the employment of union labor 
in the various departments of their 
establishment; and 

WHEREAS, This concern employs a 
large number of women and children 
at long hours of labor and at such 
small rates of wages, that they are not 
only a menace to the organized crafts 
in the bindery industry. but to the 
community as well; and 

WHEREAS,’ The Chicago Federation 
of Labor and the organizations in 
interest have exhausted every possible 
means in their power to bring about 
union conditions in this establishment, 
all of which have failed: therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the George M. Hill - 
Bindery Co. be placed on the “We Don’t 
Patronize” list of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 60—By Delegate Ed- 


ward Cohen, of Massachusetts State 
Branch: 


WHEREAS, The Warren Hotel, of 
Worcester, Mass., has been declared 
unfair by the Worcester Central Labor 
Union and endorsed by the Massachu- 
setts State Branch of the A. F. of L.; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we endorse the ac- 
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tion of the same and the Warren Hotel 
be placed on the “‘We Don’t Patronize” 
list of the American Federation of 
Labor, for their unfairness to organized 
labor. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate 
George G. Cody, Federal Union 12,222: 


WHEREAS, There are two Federal 
Unions in the City of Spokane, Wash.; 
and 

WHEREAS, Said Federal Unions 
have refused and do refuse to work 
together in harmony, and all attempts 
at conciliation have been futile; and 

WHEREAS, They, by their actions. 
not only bring themselves into disre- 
pute but also the whole labor move- 
ment in said City of Spokane; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That, we, the under- 
signed, do beg the A. F. of L. to exer- 
cise their prerogative in the matter, and 
compel said Federal Unions to amal- 
gamate and become one Union for the 
furtherance of the cause of trade un- 
ionism, and the welfare of the other 
unions of Spokane. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 62—By Delegate P. 
F. Duffy, of Chicago Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, The firm known as 
Montgomery, Ward & Co., located in 
the City of Chicago, engaged in the 
mail order business, are known as the 
most vicious opponents to organized la- 
bor; and 

WHEREAS, This concern is nothing 
more nor less than a clearing house for 
the products of non-union labor being 


manufacturers of various products; 
and 
WHEREAS, Montgomery, Ward & 


Co. manufacture such goods as they 
cannot purchase at prices they can 
dictate, all of which are manufactured 
under non-union, unsanitary and other 
intolerable conditions; and 
WHEREAS, The Chicago Federation 
of Labor and affiliated unions have 
striven for years, believing and hop- 
ing that some reasonable understand- 


‘ing might be reached between this con- 


cern and union labor organizations, 
but after many years we find our ef- 
forts futile. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor place the 
goods and products of the mail order 
house of Montgomery, Ward & Co. on 
the “We Don’t Patronize” list. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 
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Resolution No. 683—By Delegate J. H. 
Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The Central Labor Un- 
ion of the City of Washington, D. C., 
has affiliated with it a body known as 
the Carpet Mechanics’ Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsters’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction over 
all carpet layers, cutters and measur- 
ers; and 
( WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics’ 
Union is an antagonistic and rival body 
to the Upholsterers’ International Un- 
ion of North America and not affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Central Labor 
Union of Washington, D. C., be required 
to use its good offices for the purpose 
of endeavoring to have said Carpet 
Mechanics’ Union apply for a charter 
from the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America, and unless the 
Carpet Mechanics’ Union applies for ad- 
mission to the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America within 
sixty days after the adjournment of 
this Convention, the Central Labor 
Union of Washington, D. C., is hereby 
directed to suspend that union; and be 
it further f 

RESOLVED, That all central bodies 
holding a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor are directed to 
take similar action against affiliated 
unions of carpet mechanics who are 
not connected with the Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North America. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment, 


Resolution No. 64— 


WHEREAS, There has been for 
some years a controversy between the 
International Seamens’ Union of Amer- 
ica and the International Longshore- 
men Association on account of the ad- 
ditional name assumed by the Long- 
shoremens’ Association or Marine and 
Transport Workers; and 

WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in its 
Pittsburg Convention provided for an 
Arbitration Board; and 

WHEREAS, This Arbitration Board 
met in Erie, Pa., April, 1906 and 
selected Mr. Samuel Gompers, Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor, as Chairman of Arbitration 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, On June 26, 1907, Mr. 
Gompers rendered his decision on the 
controversy in which he used the fol- 
lowing words: “The use by the Interna- 
tional Longshoremens’ Association of 
the additional title Marine and Trans- 


port Workers is not essential] to its 
rights and interest, and is esentially 
prejudicial to the rights and interest 
of the seamen, therefore, and for fur- 
ther reasons hereinafter given, the fur- 
ther use by the International Long- 
shoremen’s Asociation of the additional 
title Marine and Transport Workers 
is to be discontinued.” And 

WHEREAS, The International Long- 
shoremens’ Asociation in Convention on 
July 9th, voted that “the decision of 
the Arbitration Board be rejected and 
that we retain our name”; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Massachusetts 
State Branch of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor condemns the action of 
the Longshoremen for refusing to 
abide by the decision of the Arbitra- 
tion Board, after agreeing to do so. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 65—By Delegate Ag- 
nes Nestor, International Glove Work- 
ers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Only a small number of 
the glove workers throughout the coun- 
try are organized, and 

WHEREAS, We are not able to or- 
ganize because of the lack of funds; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor appoint an organizer 
for our trade for a period of at least 
six months, said organizer to be ap- 
pointed at the earliest possible time. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegates Jas. 
J. Nugent and John Mangan, Interna- 
tional Asociation of Steam Fitters, etc.: 


WHEREAS, Steam fitting is reeog- 
nized and admitted as a trade, separate 
and distinct from plumbing, and 

WHEREAS, The United Association 
of Plumbers, etc., is endeavoring hy 
unfair means to prevent the Interna- 
tional Association of Steam Fitters, 
ete., from éxercising the rights duly 
accorded to them under their affilia- 
tion with the A. F. of L.; therefore, 
be it 
RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L, that the 
restrictions or Conditions now attached 
to the charter of the International As- 
sociation of Steam and Hot Water Fit- 
ters and Helpers be removed, thereby 
granting the above association full juris- 
diction and absolute control of their 
trade; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the United Aso- 
ciation of Plumbers, etc., be and is 
hereby instructed to remove the words 
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“Steam Fitters” and “Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers” from their charter. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegate F. S. 
Lyon, of Newport News, Va., Central 
Labor Union: 


WHERBAS, In turning back the 
pages of time and reviewing the vicis- 
situdes of governments which have 
been establisked among men, devel- 
oped, waned and fallen, and those 
which still exist, we can but be im- 
pressed with the fact and feel with pride, 
‘that our own great American Repub- 
lic has been placed upon the most firm 
and lasting foundations of all govern- 
ments of all ages—the ballot in the 
hands of the masses; and realizing that 
the corruption and misleading of voters 
and the false counting of their ballots 
are the highest crimes which can be 
committed under our form of govern- 
ment, aye, high treason against the 
Republic, and the corruptors, deliber- 
ate misleaders and falsifiers of the bal- 
lot, traitors to their country, more 
harmful than open public enemies; and 
the importance ‘of every citizen being 
impresed with the responsibility and 
duty imposed upon him by reason of 
his citizenship and the mfghty power of 
the clean ballot, we feel constrained to 
place the American Federation of La- 
bor on record as a strong advocate of 
clean elections; and, therefore, 

RESOLVED— 

1. That we unqualifiedly condemn 
the use of large campaign funds, as a 
blow: at. the very foundation stone of 
American liberty, and which can have 
but one purpose, the corruption of the 
voters and falsifying of the returns, 
and if continued, end in but one result, 
the undermining of Amertcan manhood, 
and the final destruction of the Repub- 
lie. 

2: That we regard the widespread 
ownership and use of the newspapers 
and magazines of the country by large 
corporations and vested interests, to 
misinform, prejudice and. mislead the 
people in public matters as one of the 
most corrupt uses of capital and as 


a shame and disgrace to our advanced, 


civilization. 

3. That we recommend laws, both 
State and National, which will compel 
every party in every election to have 
but one person to receive the campaign 
funds contributed to his party, the 
names of such receivers of funds to be 
filed with some officer in his State and 
in national elections also with some 
officer of the National Government, and 
that each receiver shall be compelled 
to report daily, on oath, to such offi- 


cers, and in national elections, to such 
national officer, all contributions re- 
ceived by him since his last report, the 
amounts of the contributions and the 
names of the contributors, and as well, 
all disbursements made by him each 
day since the last report, to whom 
made, and for what purpose, which 
reports the said respective State offi- 
cers shall publish in a conspicuous 
place in the next issue of the daily pa- 
pers in his State having the largest 
circulation in his State, with head line 
and body type of a size prescribed by 
law, and that the amounts and uses 
of campaign funds shall be limited 
and regulated, and that any viola- 
tions or evasions of such laws shall 
be punishable with a felon’s stripes. 

4. That we recommend laws requir- 
ing the nominations of all parties to 
be made by primaries which shall be 
held subject to the State election laws, 
and the expense of same borne by the 
respective States and the party com- 
mittees shall be prohibited by law 
from demanding or receiving money 
from any candidate who offers for his 
party nomination, for any office within 
the gift of the people, and that the 
use of money by candidates, in prima- 
ries and general elections, shall be 
limited and restricted and such candi- 
dates required to account for every 
cent used by them in their campaigns. 

And we are further Resolved, 

That it is the patriotic duty of 
every laboring man, whether a mem- 
ber of a union or not, a duty to his 
country, himself and his children, to set 
to work at once to qualify himself and 
keep himself qualified to exercise his 
right of franchise, and that he should 
see to it that the sun does not go down 
upon any election day before he has 
cast a clean, unbiased and conscien- 
tious ballot. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 68—By International 
Typographical Union Delegates: 


WHEREAS, It appearing from 
practical demonstration that there is 
a great dearth of information con- 
cerning the labels used by the various 
labor unions of the United States and 
that this is due to a lack of public- 
ity; be it 

RESOLVED, That in order to fa- 
miliarize the vast membership of or- 
ganized labor with the labels of the 
various labor unions, that the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor set apart an 
appropriation for the purpose of hav- 
ing continuously printed, in group 
form, in the labor press, the labels 
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of the various labor unions. 

RESOLVED, further, That the 
American Federation of Labor have a 
drawing made of these labels, and 
electrotypes made therefrom, of a 
style and size best suited for newspa- 
per publication. 

RESOLVED, further, That the cost 
of production per plate be charged 
the publisher. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegates W. 
L. A. Johnson, Thos. H. Flynn and 
Thos. Nolan of the _ International 
Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
i. & B & B.. of Ai: 

WHEREAS, The International 


Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shipbuilders and Helpers of 


America in January, 1904, presented - 


a trade jurisdiction dispute with the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
to the A. F. of L., Executive Council 
at Washington for adjustment. A 
conference was held with the B. & 
S. I. W. of A. and the points upon 
which an agreement could not be 
made was referred by both parties to 
a committee of the A. F. of L. Execu- 
tive Council which committee gave 
both parties a hearing and made an 
award which was delivered to both or- 
ganizations July 1, 1904. The B. & 
S. I. W. of A. ignored the award and 
continued to perform the disputed 
work. An appeal for the enforcement 
of the work was taken up at the 
San Francisco Convention and after 
an investigation by the Grievance 
Committee of the A. F. of L. at that 
convention they made a report to re- 
affirm the former award made by the 
A. F. of L. and ordering the same 
earried into effect (See page 212 pro- 
ceedings, 1904). The B. & S. I. W. 
of A. continued to refuse to live up 
to that award, and numerous confer- 
ences have been held with committees 
and officers of the Structural Iron 
Workers endeavoring to secure an 
amicable adjustment of this matter, 
but all to no purpose. 

At the Minneapolis Convention, 
1906, President Ryan of B. & S. I. W. 
of A. agreed if no action was taken 
by the Boiler Makers in presenting 
this, in stating to that Convention 
he would meet with our International 
officers and Mr. Thomas Flynn, a rep- 
resentative of the A. F. of L., immedi- 
ately after the Convention and ad- 
just the dispute. 

Meeting was held in Chicago De- 


147 


cember 4, between the officers of the 
two conventions, but no agreement 
was reached because the Structural 
Iron Workers wanted to deviate from 
the award. Another conference was 
held at Indianapolis, 1907, but no 
agreement was reached for the same 
reason, the Structural Iron Work- 
ers either refusing to agree to en- 
force the award of the A. F. of L. as 
made or denying their authority and 
power as International officers to 
enforce the award. 

The Structural Iron Workers at the 
present time and during the past 
year, have insisted on doing boiler 
makers’ work—such as steam and 
water tight tank work, smoke stacks, 
breechings, etc.—even to the extent 
of striking jobs through the building 
trades’ councils to enforce these un- 
warranted claims. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that the award above 
referred to be re-affirmed by them 
and that the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers of America be and are 
hereby ordered to enforce said award, 
and upon the failure, refusal or neg- 
lect to do so within thirty days from 
the close of this Convention the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor are hereby instruct- 
ed to cause the charter of affiliation 
of the Brotherhood and Structural 
Iron Workers of America with the 
American Federation of Labor to be 
revoked. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 70—By Delegate F. 
S. Lyon, Central Labor Union, New- 
port News, Va.: 

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor provide ways 
and means and take steps towards 
having the charters granted to local 
unions of the several trades after 
this, provide that no person who is 
entitled to qualify himself as a voter 
in the vicinity of the local which he 
seeks to join, shall be admitted to 
membership until after he hag qual- 
ified himself as a voter and that any 
member of such local who shall lose 
his right to vote, shall be suspended 
until he is again qualified as a voter; 
and that the charters of all existing 
locals of the several trades be amend- 
ed so as not to allow new members 
to be admitted, who are entitled to 
qualify as voters in the vicinity of the 
locals which they seek to join, until 
after they have qualified themselves 
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to vote, and that all present members 
of existing locals who are entitled 
to qualify as voters in the vicinity of 
their locals shall be allowed a reason- 
able length of time to qualify them- 
selves to vote, after which time all 
members of such locals who lose their 
right to vote shall be suspended un- 
til they have requalified themselves 
to vote; and those who do not qual- 
ify shall be suspended until they do 
so qualify themselves, and that this 
matter be taken up by the American 
Federation of Labor, with the inter- 
national unions of all of the trades 
at their next regular meetings and 
urged at all regular meetings here- 
after until such provisions are incor- 
porated in all the charters of all lo- 
cals of all trades, existing, and here- 
after formed. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 71—By Delegate J. 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The hanging of all tap- 
estry fabrics and for interior decora- 
tions, such as wall hangings in private 
residences, hotels and _ exposition 
buildings, etc... when such hangings 
are tacked upon the wall, has been 
recognized as being under the juris- 
diction of the upholsterers craft, and 


WHEREAS, Flag and bunting deco- 
rations on the interior and exterior of 
buildings, exposiions etc., is recog- 
nized as being under the jurisdiction 
of the Upholsterers International 
Union of North America; be it 


RESOLVED, That the claim of jur- 
isdiction as herein set forth by the 
Upholsterers International Union of 
North America over this work is en- 
dorsed and’ recognized by the 27th 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 72—By Delegate 
John A. Seaber, City Federation of La- 
bor, Columbia, S. C.: 


RESOLVED, Amend Article 13, 
Section 4, by adding after the word 
year the following: 

Except such members of a newly 
organized local union who may be dis- 
charged or locked out for the sole rea- 
son that they have joined or organized 
a@ union of their craft; provided, such 
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discharge, or lock out, occurs within 
thirty days after joining, or organiz- 
ing, such union; such persons to re- 
ceive benefits as per section 5, article 
13,.A. F. of L. Constitution. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 73—By Delegate 
John H. Brinkman, Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America: 


WHEREAS. By request of the Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America, the 
following resolutions were introduced 
and adopted by the American Society 
of Equity at their last convention held 
in the city of Indianapolis. 


WHEREAS, At the_ twenty-sixth 
annual Convention of the American 
Federaeion of Labor, held in the city 
of Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, 
November 12th to 24th 1906, repre- 
sentatives from the American Society 
of Equity made application for rep- 
resentation therein, which application 
was favorably considered by the Con- 
vention and the delegates seated; and 

WHEREAS, Said delegates entered 
into an agreement with the American 
Federation of Labor, whereby the 
products of each bearing the union 
label should be favored above all 
others and that each should do their 
utmost to encourage organization of 
farmers upon the one hand and the 
toilers of our country upon the other; 
and 

WHEREAS, A local union of Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers was or- 
ganized in the city of Owensboro, 
State of Kentucky, known as Local 
Union No. 169 of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America, and the American 
Federation of Labor, during the 
month of December, 1906. On ac- 
count of the condition of the work- 
men employed in said city in the Car- 
riage and Wagon Factories thereof, 
with a view of bettering their condi- 
tion by increasing their wages and 
at the same time their consuming 
power, and through association one 
with the other, promote their social 
well being and engender the spirit of 
co-operation in times of calamity, 
administering to the sick and burying 
the dead; and 

WHEREAS, In order to stifle or- 
ganization and keep down the use of 
the union label, The Hickman-Ebbert 
Company, the Owensboro Wagon 
Company and the F. A. Ames Come- 
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pany—all manufacturers of carriages 
and wagons, in the city of Owensboro, 
State of Kentucky— instituted a lock- 
out of all their employes, until such 
time as they would resign from the 
union and sign the following con- 
tract, which is a travesty upon human 
liberty and an insult to American in- 
stitutions: 


“In taking a position with the 
Hickman-Ebbert Company, I agree, 
in consideration of the wages per 
hour or piece work, as may be agreed 
upon from time to time being paid me 
weekly, that the same is to apply for 
all extra time put in nights, holidays 
and Sundays; that I will diligently 
and faithfully serve them to the best 
of my ability That I am not now, 
nor will I become a member of any 
labor union during my employment 
with the Hickman-Ebbert Company, 
and that in the event of taking a po- 


sition elsewhere, or to leave their em- 


ploy, that I will give reasonable no- 
tice. I also agree that while I am in 
their employ I will not participate in 
any strike, nor unite with any other 
employes in any concerted action 


_with a view to securing greater com- 


pensation or shorter hours. I fur- 
ther agree to a strict compliance with 
the printed rules of the Company;”’ 
and 

WHEREAS, Those members of the 
Union who refused to sign away their 
birthright of individual liberty to join 
whatever organization they pleased, 
were compelled to walk the streets 
while their families suffered from 
hunger and cold, realizing it were 
better to suffer for a season than 
permit heartless corporations and in- 
dividuals who had grown rich and 
powerful by the sweat of their brows, 
to keep them forever in wage slavery 
and abject poverty, denied the op- 
portunities of education and that as- 
sociation so essential to good citizen- 
ship; and 

WHEREAS, A representative from 
the International Union of Carriage 
and Wagon Workers went to Owens- 
boro, Ky., for the purpose of dissuad- 
ing the manufacturers named herein 
to desist from further persecution of 
their men and abridging their rights 
as citizens, but without avail; and 


WHEREAS, The matter was re- 
ferred to the American Federation of 
Labor for adjustment and was taken 
up by President Gompers of that body 
with a view of adjustment, but with- 
out success; and 


WHEREAS, The Executive Coun- 
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cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor has declared these firms unfair 
to American labor and placed them 
upon their ‘‘We Don’t Patronize”’ list, 
in order to convince them that it is 
more profitable to treat their work- 
men fairly and use the label of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ In- 
ternational Union upon their carriages 
and wagons, and by so doing show the 
union farmers of the country their 
interest in organization and the wel- 
fare of the men who operate their fac- 
tories; and 


WHEREAS, The farmers’ organiza- 
tions as represented by the Ameri- 
ean Society ef Equity, having agreed 
to discriminate in favor of Union La- 
beled products of all National, Inter- 
national and Local bodies, affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor, in the interest of mutual protec- 
tion; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, By the American So- 
ciety of Equity, in National Conven- 
tion assembled in the city of Indian- 
apolis, State of Indiana, 


First. That it hereby endorses the 
Union Label of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North ‘merica and pledges itself 
to advise all its members to purchase 


carriages and wagons bearing the 
same. 
Second. That the ‘National officers 


be, and are hereby directed to com- 
municate with all local bodies in af- 
filiation with the American Society of 
Equity, laying before thenr the status 
of the Hickman-Ebbert Company, the 
Owensboro Wagon Company and the 
F. A. Ames Company, anu request 
them and each of them to refrain 
from purchasing any carriages or 
wagons from the s.il firms until such 
time as they permit their employes 
to exercise their God-given right to 
affiliate tiemselves with their trade 
organizations. or place the label of 
the Carriage and Wagon Workers’ In- 
ternational Union upon their product. 


Third. That the National, officers 
be, and they are hereby directed to 
send a copy of these resolutions to the 
constituent bodies of this National 
organization, the three firms named 
herein, the American Federation of 
Labor and the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ International Union of 
North America, as well as use their 
good offices with the parties at in- 
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terest with a view of adjusting the 
matter. 

(Signed) 

B. A. BAMIT, President. 
O. D. PAMLEY, Secretary. 

- tien October 25, 1907. 
an 

WHEREAS, Believing the American 
Federation of Labor should endorse 
the same resolutions and co-operate 
with the Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers in bringing the controversy now 
existing between the firms mentioned 
therein to a speedy settlement. there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled in the city of Norfolk, State of 
Virginia, that it heartily endorses the 
resolutions adopted by the American 
Society of Equity and promises its un- 
divided support to the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
in its fight with the Carriage and 
Wagon Manufacturers of Owensboro, 
Kentucky, who have arrayed them- 
selves against union labor by locking 
their employes o.- until such time as 
they resign from the union and sign 
an individual contract. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 74—By Delegates C. 
O. Young, F. W. Cotterill, J. G. Brown, 


J. E. McCracken, George G. Cody and 
Alex. McCallum, from the State of 
Washington: 


WHEREAS, The lumber industry of 
the west employs many thousand un- 
organized men. The Lumberman’s 
Journal is authority for the statement 
that there are one hundred and ninety 
thousand men employed itn the State 
of Washington alone, Oregon and Cal- 
ifornia have as many or more, not 
mentioning the vast territory of Brit- 
ish Columbia; and 

WHEREAS, The men employ2d in 
this industry are mostly of foreign 
birth and recent arrivals to our shores, 
unable to speak or understand our 


language, which precludes them from, 


understanding the purposes and bene- 
fits of organization; and 
WHEREAS, The conditions at pres- 
ent prevailing in the lumber industry 
are anything but satisfactory, thus be- 
ing a menace to the organized labor 
movement in these localities. During 
slack seasons our populous cities are 
flooded with unemployed. Ignorant of 
benefits of organization, they inno- 
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cently accept work at reduced wages 
in the cities, thus breaking down the 
prevailing standard of wages and con- 
ditions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the Executive 
Council of the Federation be request- 
ed to take this matter under advise- 
ment, considering the proposition of 
having educational literature printed 
in the language of the different na- 
tionalities composing this industry, 
‘with a view to the proper education 
as an incentive to organization, and 
further that following the distribu- 
tion of said literature the Executive 
Council, if within their province, will 
place in the field such organizer or 
organizers as will bring the employes 
of this great industry into the folds 
of organized labor. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Resolution No. 75—By Delegate J. 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2, of 
the American Federation of Labor di- 
rects ‘‘the establishment of National 
and International Trade Unions, based 
upon a strict recognition of the au- 
tonomy of each trade, and the promo- 
tion and advancement of such bodies,” 
and 

WHEREAS, The Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
has within its ranks men ‘who are em- 
ployed as vehicle upholsterers, and 
these men of right and according to 
the said article 2 and_ section 2, 
should be transferred and affiliated 
with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America, and 

WHEREAS, A conference was held 
at the city of Washington during the 
present year between representatives 
of the Carriage and Wagon Workers’ 
International Union and the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union; and 

WHEREAS, This conference has 
been arranged by President Samuel 
Gompers, but resulted unsatisfactorily, 
and 

WHEREAS, There are a great num- 
ber of men employed in this industry 
who are -norganized, and who sanunot 
be successfully organized until the 
question of jurisdiction has been fi- 
nally adjusted; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-seve 
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enth Annual Convention of the Amcri- 
can Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., direct the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ International Union to trans- 
fer all such vehicle upholsterers to the 
Upholsterers’ International Union of 
North America within 60 days after 
the adjournment of this convention. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment, 


Resolution No. 76—By Delegate 
John H. Brinkman, Carriage and 


Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America: 


WHEREAS, Over one hundred 
thousand Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers, eligible to membership in the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ Inter- 
national] Union of North America are 
still without t..e fold of organized la- 
bor and should be organized and af- 
filiated properly into the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
and they are hereby directed to co- 
operate in every possible manner with 
the officers of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
to thoroughly organize the trade dur- 
ing the coming year. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Resolution No. 77—By Delegute 
Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated Car- 
penters. 


Amend Economic Platform, on page 
239, proceedings of Minneapolis Ton- 
vention: . 

Insert after the word “of’’ in para- 
graph 11, the words: ‘Mines, Rail- 
ways,’”’ making it read: 

11. The nationalization of Mines, 
Railways, Telegraph and Telephones. 

Also 

After paragraph 17. on page 239, 
of Minneapolis proceedings, add a 
paragraph to read as follows: 

18, We favor a system of United 
States Government Postal Savings 
Banks, 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 78—By Delegaies F. 
Duffy, T. M. Guerin, J. E. Potts, A, M. 





Swartz, J. D. McKinlay, W. B. McFar- 
lane. W. D. Huber. United Brothernood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada, within the past 
few years, petitioned the local unions 
of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America in 
Canada to correspond with the home 
office in the United States, requesting 
that the per capita tax be paid di- 
rect by the home office to the Trades 
and Labor Congress on our Canadian 
membership; and 


WHEREAS, Said congress, through 
its official secretary-treasurer, P. M. 
Draper, also petitioned our last Gen- 
eral Convention, held in Niagara J‘alls, 
N. Y., September 17th to 28th, 1906, 
to pay per capita tax direct from our 
international office to the Trades and 
Labor Congress on our Canadian 
membership; and 


WHEREAS, Said request was grant- 
ed in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Executive Counzil of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
and we are now paying tax on our 
membership in Canada to the Domin- 
ion Trades and Labor Congress, as 
well as to the American Federativn of 
Labor; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America be exempt from paying 
per capita tax to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor on its Canadian mem- 
bership, as it is unfair to be called 
upon to pay more than once on our 
membership, or any part thereof. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resojuatlon No. 7%—By Delegates 
James Wilson and James L. Gernon, 
Pattern Makers’ League of America: 


WHERwAAS, It has been clearly dem- 
onstrat21 that the most successful trade 
unions are those who pay dues of a 
sufficieat xsmount to maintain a system 
of benefits such as sick and _ death, 
likewise creating a defense fund that 
will pro»2rly support men and women 
who find it necessary to strike to main- 
tain the vrinciples of organized labor 
and improve the living conditions of all 
the peo ie; therefore, be it 

RESOLV™=D, That the incoming of- 
ficers of tee American Federation of 
Labor 02 ‘nstructed to carry on a sys- 
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tematic campaign of education on this 
question to the end that all members 
of the labor movement may become 
educated to the necessity of properly 
financing their different organizations. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 80—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty, Mc bile C. L. C.: 


WHER TAS—The State of Alabama is 
now inereasing in population; and 

WHEK®aS, Many new industrial 
concerns are coming to our State thus 
¢mployi ig a great many toilers who are 
unorganized; and 
WHEREAS, We fully believe that with 
the ass.stance of an Organizer of the 
A. F. of L.. our movement will be not 
only greatiy increased in numbers, but 
far better condition; gained for the or- 
ganized workers of our State; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOL 7ED, That this convention re- 
quest the Executive Board of the A. F. 
of L. to send to our State an organizer 
at an early date to take up and assist 
us in our work. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 81—By Delegates Pat- 
rick F, Garvey and Henry Sands: 


The International Brotherhood of 
Composi:ion Roofers, Damp and Water- 
proof Worers hereby protest against 
the Local Unions of the International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union, located 
in the cities of Boston, Brockton and 
Lawrence, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, encroaching upon the work and 
jurisdiction conceeded by the American 
Federation of Labor to the Internat- 


ional _ Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers, Damp and Waterproof Work- 
ers, 


Refer*:ij to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 

Resolu-i»2 No. 82—By Delegate But- 
terworth, Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta 
Workers; 

WHEREAS, A universal label for all 
organized labor would increase the sales 
of union made goods because such a 
label would be more easily recognized 
than the numerous labels now in use; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th annual 
conven.'cr of the American Federation 
of Labor endorse a universal label, such 
label to be simple in design in order 
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that it m.y be suitable for use on all 
products ard easily recognized. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resoluticn No. 88—By Delegate E, T. 
Behrens, Missouri State Federation of 
Labor: 


WHERiAS, The Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clarks has made application for 
affiliation to the American Federation 
of Labor; and 

WHERIE.-_S; Objection has been in- 
terposel by the International Freight 
Handlers oud Warehousemens’ Union 
to the giaiting of a charter to the 
Brotherhcod cf Railway Clerks; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of 
Railway “jerks has demonstrated its 
capacity to fully protect the interests of 
those engaged in clerical work in rail- 
way s@:vic’ as proven by its past rec- 
ord in securing improved conditions for 
its members, its steady increase in 
members and -ts rapid advancement 
along trades union lines; and 

WHEREAS, There ought to be no 
question as to ihe right of jurisdiction 
over railwuy clerks as between the 
Brotherhcod uf Railway Clerks and the 
Internatiunal Freight Handlers and 
Warehduse:nens’ Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVs'D, By the twenty-seventh 
annual conventicn of the American 
Federatioa «tf Labor, that a charter of 
affiliation ke granted the Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks, and that the Execu- 
tive Courcil hereby stands instructed 
to issue said charter. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No, 84—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty, Central Trade Council, Mobile, 
Ala.: 


WHEPEAS, The various crafts af- 


‘fillated with the A. F. of L. have suf- 


fered gonsiierabl> setback by such or- 
ganizativiis known as the Employers’ 
Association and Citizens Alliance; and 


. WHEREAS, The seating of Employ- 
ers as Delegates in Central, State or 
National Bodies of Labor has, and will 
have the eftect o: tempting legislation 
by such organizations to the detriment 
of the iadividual: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That no employer of 
Labor shall be allowed u seat in any 
Central, State, or National Body. 


Referred to Committee on Law. 
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Resolution No. 85—By Delegate 
Frank Butterworth, Brick Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 


WHEREAS, Since August of this 
year the International Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers’ Alliance has 
been on strike against the South Am- 
boy Terra Cotta Company, of South 
Amboy, New Jersey; said strike be- 
ing called to protect the members of 
the organization employed by _ the 
South Amboy Terra Cotta Company, 
efforts made by the International to 
bring about a settlement has been un- 
availing; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Bvuard ot the Federation be instructed 
to use its good offices to bring about 
a settlement satisfactory to the Inter- 
national organization. Failing in this, 
the firm shall be placed on the unfair 
list. 


Referred to Committee on soycotts. 


Resolution No. 86—By Cigar Makers’ 
delegation: 


WHEREAS, The inception and his- 
tory of the American Tobacco Com- 
pany conclusively proves its absolute 
opposition to the trade union move- 
ment, as well as its determination 
to destroy all manufacturers and deal- 
ers friendly to our cause, by methods 
inimical to the laws of our country 
and a menace to the morals of our 
nation. To pauperize labor, it con- 
stantly seeks to lower the standard of 
living ;to crush its trade competitors, 
it hesitates not to violate the ethics 
of a square deal, common among fair 
and honest employers. 

President Roosevelt pleads with the 
brave mothers of our country to do 
their full share of ‘creasing the 
wealth and influence of our peoples 
by a generous inclination to a home 
population, 

The American Tobacco Company, in 
its sordid and _ polluted patriotism 
takes advantage of this) noble im- 
puise of our President’s plan by reach- 
ing into the family homes and tak- 
ing therefrom the innocent and help 
less children, thus robbing the schools, 
blunting and stunting the growth of 
our nation, placing idle men and wo- 
men on the streets, thus curtailing the 
purchasing and consuming ability of 
our people, causing stagnation in 
trade and a general tendency to that 
rclentless and remorseless state of 
hardships known as a “period of 
panic.” 


We are so thoroughly convinced that 
the organization of the American To- 
bacco Company is a disgrace to our 
civilization, a blot upon our morals 
and a blight-upon our prosperity that 
we have no hesitancy in urging organ- 
ized labor and its friends to do all 
in their power to destroy its pernicious 
and criminal tendency, and to this 
end be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge that laws 
be enforced to punish this company, 
and, if necessary, that others be enact- 
ed to wipe out its destructive pur- 
poses; and to this end the organizers 
and officers and members of the affil- 
iated unions are requested, and those 
of the American Federations of Labor 
instructed, to utilize all private and 
public opportunities to acquaint the 
men and women of this land with the 
facts, and to urge a continuous public 
warfare against this firm, so_ that 
American manhood, womanhood and 
honest employers may receive a square 
deal, 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 87—By Delegate 
Frank Butterworth, Brick Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers: 

WHERBAS, Since August Ist, 1907, 
the International Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers’ Alliance has been en- 
gaged in a strike against the Marion 
Brick Company, of Montezuma, In- 
diana, said strike being called to re- 
sist an attempt to establish the open 
shop; and, 

WHEREAS, All the efforts of the 
International to bring about an ami- 
cable settlement has failed by reason 
of the fact that they would not agree 
to the open shop proposition advanced 
by the company; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Marion Brick 
Company, of Montezuma, Indiana, be 
placed on the we don’t patronize list 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 88-—By John H. 
Brinkmdn, Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers International Union: 


RESOLVED, by the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, That the salaries 
of the President and Secretary of the 
Federation be increased to four thou- 
sand and three thousand and five hun- 
dred dolars per annum, respectively. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu 
tions. 
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Resolution 89—By Delegate James 
F. Scott, Central Trades and Labor 
Assembly, Tampa, Fla.: 


WHEREAS, Ship Carpenters, Join- 
ers and Caulkers of America, Local 
No, 60, located at Tampa, Fla., pro- 
test against the members of United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America, Local No. 696, usurp- 
ing the places of the members of Lo- 
cal No. 60, and it is claimed at a lower 
wage scale than obtained by the ship 
carpenters. 

Local No. 60 also claims that mem- 
bers of No. 696 work with non-union 
caulkers and others on marine and 
floating work claimed by the ship car- 
penters. To these charges the offi- 
cials of Local No. 696 has never made 
an official denial. 

The Central Trades and Labor As- 
sembly of Tampa, Fla., to whom the 
protest was first made, tried by ®very 
means to have the two locals affected 
arrive at a satisfactory agreement. In 
this the central body ‘was unsuccess- 
ful, owing to the fact that Local 696 
claimed jurisdiction over every branch 
of work where a nail is driven. 

The matter was then referred to 
President Gompers for a decision, and 
the president decided that as the mat- 
ter was one of trades jurisdiction, it 
should be settled by the national or- 
ganizations, 

As the dispute in question has de- 
veloped into a dispute between tvo 
internationals, the Central Trades and 
Labor Assembly of Tampa begs that 
the 27th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor adopt 
some method bv which this dissension 
can be eliminated and peace restored 
by mutual consent of the parties con- 
cerned. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 90—By Delegate 
Robert F. Faulcon, Machinists’ Help- 
ers’ Union No. 12,403: 


WHEREAS, The condition through- 
out the State of Virginia regarding 
colored organized labor is not as satis- 
factory as might be desired; and 

WHEREAS, The introduction of an 
organizer by the American Federation 
of Labor with the view of organizing 
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of our forces throughout the Staite 
would result in great’ beneiit to the 


unorganized men of our section; and 

WHEREAS, There are thousands of 
colored workers of Virginia who don’t 
just understand the great benefits of 
organized labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Portsmouth 
Machinists’ Helpers’ Union No. 12,403 
has requested its delegate to the con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor to appeal to the convention 
that it impress upon the Executive 
Council the necessity of placing an or- 
ganizer of the American Federation of 
Labor among the unorganized colored 
people of the State of Virginia fur at 
least three months or more; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
do request of the Executive Council to 
concur with this resolution of the 
Portsmouth Machinists’ Helpers’ Un- 
ion No. 12,403, by placing an organ- 
izer in this vicinity for three months 
or longer if possible. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Resolution No. 91—By Delegaie 
George Kuermmerly, Illinois State 
Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The great necessity for 
organization of wage working women 
is becoming more apparent in the 
fierce struggle in our industrial sys- 
tem; and 

WHEREAS, The women are becom- 
ing more and more q factor in com- 
petition ‘with men in many trades and 
vocations; and 


WHEREAS, Believing an appoint- 
ment of a woman organizer by the 
American Federation of Labor wouid 
be the means of great advancement 
towards the organization of the unor- 
ganized women workers and a dem- 
onstration upon our part of our appre- 
ciation to those who have already done 
so much towards the upbuilding of 
womankind; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the officers and 
delegates of Twenty-seventh Annual 
Convention of American Federation of 
Labor assembled, do hereby instruct 
the incoming officers to appoint at 
their earliest convenience such a wo- 
man organizer whom in their -wis- 
dom they deem competent for the pur- 
pose of organizing the unorganized 
members of her sex and to aid and 
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assist such other organizers or ore 
ganizations that may have devoted 
their past efforts towards this noble 
work. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion, 


Resolution No. $?-~ By Delegate John 
J. Jaeexel, Workingmen’s Federation, 
State of New York: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has declared its position 
against the employment of chilaren of 
tender years in mines, factories and 
workshops, and against the evils re- 
sulting from such employment; and 

WHEREAS, Tiie Workingmen’s Fed- 
eration of the State of New York has 
endors2a tke policy of the Anti-Chiid 
Lavor League of America, which has 
for its object the enactment and rigid 
enforcement of laws, State and Nation- 
al, to remedy this great evil, and the 
educating of the public at large to the 
fact that the most feasible weapon to 
bring about the desired legislation is 
the purchasing power of the individual, 
which power can be best solidified by 
comprehensive education of the public 
to the faci that gocds that bear the 
“Union Label’ .s a guarantee that 
Child Lab... does not enter into the 
producticr of the article upon which 
the Union Label appears; and 


WHEREAS The Anti-Child Labor 
League cf America, whose motto is 
“Take the childsen from the Factories 
and piace t’.em in the Schools,” is at 
present conducting a campaign of edu- 
cation aicug these lines in New York 
State; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federatiun of Labor, in its twenty-sev- 
enth annua! Convention assembled, re- 
affirm iis policy on the great evil of 
Child Lab.1, and heartily endorse the 
Anti-C’nld Labor League of America 
and its pulicy, and requests its affiliated 
organiziti..ns to assist in every possible 
manner in carryirg out the above out- 
lined poticy. 


Referre:i to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolutio, No 93—By Delegate Geo. 
Kuermmerly, Illinois State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHERLAS, There are within our 
ranks may local unions who do not 
affiliate with the State Federations of 
Labor and Central Bodies and in view 


of the vast nmount of good accomplish- 
ed in vh2 past ky these oiganizations 
for the labur1 movement in general; and 

WHER}?.AS. Of en good results were 
unattaiauble by these organization due 
to laek cf fizance and numerical 
strengta; a..d 

WHEREAS, Believing a circular let- 
ter if issued by the officers of the 
various National and _ International 
Unions atfjiated with the Amerikan 
Federation of Labor instructing such 
local uniens that have not already done 
so to aiitiute at their earliest conven- 
ience wich their respective State Fed- 
eration of Labor and Central Body 
would be tlie means of bringing about a 
more cult.atrated and combined effort 
on behalf of the trade union move- 
ment; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By the officers and dele- 
gates of the Twenty-Seventh Annual 
Conventi»: of the American Federation 
of Labor .assembled to request the 
various Nation.l and _ International 
Unions afhiizted With the American 
Federatis.1 of Lahor to issue a circular 
letter at their earliest convenience to 
the loca. unions under their jurisdiction 
instructing those who have not done so 
to affiliate with the Federation of La- 
bor of ‘he:r State and Central Body of 
their locality at once. 


Referred to Committee on State Or- 
ganizalion 


Resolution No. 94—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L, Berger, W.sconsin State Federa- 
tion: 


WHERE-S, The Citizens’ Alliance 
and the Manufacturers’ Association 
have made a concentrated attack upon 
the trace unions of Kenosha, Wiscon- 
sin; therefsre, be it 

RESVULVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to send a general 
organizer to Kenosha, Wisconsin, for 
the term of six months, and that the 
National and International Unions con- 
cerned, especially the metal trades, be 
requested to co-operate. 


Refer.eg to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


‘ 
Resolition No. 95—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion: 


WHEREAS, Modern inventions and 
the develorment cf machinery have 
made it possible for the capitalist class 
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to empioy children 
thus coin the youthful lives of boys 
and girls into money; and 

WHEREAS, American children are 
employed by the thousand in different 
Sections of the country, but particu- 
larly in the South; and 

WHER ‘iAS, This pernicious practice 
has not only become a lasting disgrace 
to the capitalist system, but also one 
of the greatest dangers to our nation 
and our race, and 


WHEREAS, National prohibition (as 
interferinz witn Staie rights) has been 
declared unconstitutional, and State 
Legislation against this crying evil has 
proved impractical and futile, because 
the goods niezde by children in one State 
are brought into the others; and 

WHEREAS, Congress possesses the 
power tc iegul:.te interstate transpor- 
tation under the Interstate Commerce 
act; thezefere, be it 

RESOLVED, That we hereby call 
upon Co.agress to pass a bill absolutely 
forbiddiag the transportation of goods 
made by children from one State into 
the other, and thus give an effective 
blow io te exploitation of children in 
this couniry. 


in factories, and 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. $6—By Delegate John 
Jaeckel, of the Workingmen’s Federa- 
tien, New York State: 


WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Unions in the city of Syracuse are be- 
ginning to feel the effects of the posi- 
tion of the employers, and by reason 
ot the position of the employers many 
of the building trades unions are pro- 
testing the demand for the open 
shop, and 


WHEJREAS, The experience of the 
past in this cit} and others are con- 
vinecing , that unless International 
Unions of building trades intercede 
in behalf of their locals in this city 
with the purpose of bringing about 
a more thorough and united action 
we feel justified in saying that the 
results will prove disastrous to the 
local unions in this city, and 

WHERBAS, Several attempts have 
been made by some of the building 
trades to get the united action among 
the building trades, but without suc- 
cess, and believing that we _ should 
have some form of action of the build- 
ing trades to guard the interests of 
the building trades in this city, hav- 
ing in mind the interest and welfare 
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of the wage workers at all times; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this 
request the Presidents of 
ous building trades _ International 
Unions ‘or their representatives to 
meet in conference in the city of 
Syracuse for the purpose of devising 
ways and means for instituting a con- 
servative movement among all build- 
ing trades agreeing upon some form 
of organiaztion of building tradesmen 
with a view to organize the unorgan- 
ized and to protest against the open 
shop, and be it further 

RESOUVED That the A. F. of L. 
Shall designate an officer representing 
the A. F. of L., to preside at this 
conference meeting, and that the Pres- 
ident of the A. F. of L. shall be em- 
powered tc call the meeting on an 
agreed date as soon as possible after 
the adjournment of this convention, 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That we request of the 
A. F. of L, to extend to the Presi- 
dents of the Bricklayers and Masons’ 
I. U. and the Operative Plasterers’ I. 
U. an invitation for their representa- 
tive to take part in this conference at 
the appointed time. 


convention 
the vari- 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 97—By Delegate Jas. 
A. Welch, Central Trades and Labor 
Council, of New Orleans, La.: 


WHEREAS, There has arisen in the 
city of New Orleans a most intolera- 
ble condition caused by the most un- 
scrupulous misrepresentation of the 
action of the American Federation of 
Labor, and its Executive Council, and 

WHEREAS, The said condition was 
brought about by the action of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, whose conduct has caused 
the present chaotic condition in 
the labor movement and the harrass- 
ing of employers who desire to be fair 
to organized labor, especially when 
they called a strike against such firms 
as employed only such teamsters who 
were members of the International 
Brotheriood of Teamsters, and 

WHEREAS. The Central Trades and 
Labor Council of the city of New Or- 
leans was compelled in order to up- 
hold the dignity and integrity of the 
American Federation of Labor to 
adopt drastic measures to protect the 
aforesaia fair employers, and said ac- 
tion was taken only after every effort 
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had been exhausted by the New Or- 
leans Trades and Labor Council . to 
induce the recalcitrants to obey the 
mandates of the Conventions of the 
A. x. of L. and its Executive Council, 
the New Orleans Trades and Labor 
Council was obliged to recognize the 
men employed by the above named loyal 
firms as bona fide union men; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That to relieve’ the 
acute situation in the city of New Or- 
leans and to preserve the integrity 
ot organized labor and the best inter- 
est of fair employers that we endorse 
the action of the loyalty displayed by 
the Trades and Labor Council of that 
city in their struggle to maintain and 
enforce the decisions of the A. F. of L. 
and the edicts of the Executive Coun- 
cil; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is instructed to immediately 
issue a charter as a local union of 
Beer Workers of the city applied for 
by Organizer James Leonard, repre- 
sentative of the American Federation 
of Labor. ‘ 

Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 98—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State “ed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the militia can be used by capi- 
talists as an engine of destruction in 
the subjugation of the working peo- 
ple—armed workmen in uniform have 
been thus arrayed against unarmed 
workmen out on a strike, and ordered 
to shoot down, their defenseless broth- 
ers, and 

WHEREAS, History has proved 
over and over again that only armed 
nations have ever remained free na- 
tions, and the American masses are 
the most defenseless on the face of 
the earth; if we except the Chinese 
and Russians; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor hereby in- 
structs all affiliated bodies to hold 
absolutely aloof from any connection 
with the militia until the militia sys- 
tem in vogue in Switzerland or some 
other orderly and well organized 
method of arming every sober and re- 
putable citizen is adopted in the 
United States. 

Referred * Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 





Resolution No. 99—By Delegate E. 
T. Behrens, Missouri State Federation 
of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The International Sy- 
pographical Union has been for years 
expending many thousands of dollars 
each year in its fight against the an- 
fair Los Angeles Times, and 

WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Times 
is the recognized mouthpiece of The 
Citizens’ Industrial Association, and is 
a persistent and malignant enemy of 
organized labor generally; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Americana 
Federation of Labor’ render such 
moral and financial aid to the Inter- 
national Typographical Union as shall 
be deemed necessary by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to continue and to make 
more effective the unrelenting fight 
against the Los Angeles Times, so no- 
bly begun by the Typographical Union, 
until that organ becomes fair to or- 
ganized labor. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 100—By Delegate E. 
T. Behrens, Missouri State Federation 
of Labor: 


Resolved, That the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the American Federation of 
Labor be and is hereby instructed to 
have introduced in the next Congress 
a bill increasing the per capita on im- 
migrants from Europe to fifty ($50) 
dollars, and that none shall be ad- 
mitted who can not state the provisions 
of the constitution in their own lan- 
guage. 

(Endorsed by the Missouri State 
Federation of Labor Convention). 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 


Resolution No. 101—By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin State 
Federation: 


WHEREAS, There are indications 
that our country is again on the verge 
of one of those industrial disturbances 
which are called “panics” and repeat 
themselves in regular intervals under 
the capitalist profit system. They are 
mainly caused by the fact that the 
workingmen do not and cannot get 
the full value of their product as long 
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as the capitalist system lasts, and 

WHEREAS, Our government at the 
first sign of the financial difficulties 
has hastened to lend a helping hand 
to the members and speculators of 
‘Wall Street by pouring millions into 
their coffers, so that money should 
be available to them at low interest, 
and 


WHEREAS, If the financial panic 
should be followed now or in the near 


future by an industrial crisis, the 
workingmen and the proletariat in 
general would be the most intense 


sufferers, although they are the most 
innocent; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That we ask Congress 
to consider ways and means to ame- 
liorate and mitigate the crisis, should 
it set in, by issuing money without in- 
terest to State, counties and cities for 
the purpose of building highways, 
schools, bridges and public utilities, 
provided, however, that such 'work be 
done at union wages and under the 
_ hour day; and furthermore, be 
t 


RESOLVED, That these _ States, 
countries and municipalities shall: be 
permitted to repay their indebtedness 
on easy installments, and that the 
money issued for the purpose be can- 
called with the bonds repaid; and fi- 
nally, be it 


RESOLVED, That it is the  senti- 
ment of the twenty-seventh Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor that the government by thus 
giving employment to millions of wage 
earners in making public improve- 
ments, would not only simply be doing 
one for the ‘working class something 
similar to what the government is al- 
ways doing for the capitalist class, 
but that these improvements would 
also be a lasting and valuable addi- 
tion to our civilization and culture. 


Referred to Committee.on Resolu- 
tioms. 


Resoiution No. 102—By Delegate E. T. 
Behrens, Missouri State Federation of 
Labor: 


RESOI.VED, That the Legislative 
Commit..2 of the American Federation 
of Labo. be and is hereby instructed to 
have inteaduced in the next Congress 
a bill providing for the abolishment of 
the appropriations which are made by 
the Government to the railroad com- 
panies fcr the handling of the United 
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States mails between depots and post- 
offices, and to provide that contracts 
be made with citizens for the handling 
of the mails at each postoffice. 


Referrei to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 103.—By Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


Amend Section 5, of Article III. of 
the Constitution, by striking out the 
word ‘Third,’ and inserting the word 
“Fourth.” 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No, 104—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion of LadDor: 


WHEREAS, Labor creates all value, 
or makes them useful and accessible to 
mankind, but the present economic sys- 
tem is such that it is impossible for the 
great mass of wage earners to save up 
a sufficient amount of money or prop- 
erty to secure them against want and 
misery, and indignities of capitalistic 
charity in their old age; and 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement to improve 
and elevate the standard of living of 
the working class everywhere, and in 
every possible way; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to use its best ef- 
forts to induce the Congress of the 
United States to pass a bill which will 
secure to every wage worker in the 
United States who has earned no more 
than $1,000 average wages per year, a 
pension of not less than $12.00 per 
month at the age of 60, and thereafter 
for the rest of his or her natural life; 
provided, however, that such wage 
earner is a citizen of the United States, 
and has lived in this country for at 
least 21 years continuously at the time 
the application is made. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resoiution No, 105—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion: 


RESOLVED, That true labor politic: 
can never be non-partisan, and must 


always be partisan. Ana it must al- 
ways be partisan to labor; and fur- 
thermore, be it 

RESGCLVED, That only by uniting 
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politicaliy cn class lines in like man- 
mer aS we are now economically or- 
ganized 2m class lines, can the Ameri- 
can wo.king class compel recognition 
of its rights and finally secure the full 
produc: of labor to the workers. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resoiution No. 106—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion: 


WHEREAS, The present factory sys- 
tem is compelling an increased employ- 
ment ot women, who, because they are 
women, are asked to work for a wage 
insuflicient for a decent living; and 

WHEREAS, The very conditions of 
women’s employment are often such 
as to desticy health of body, character 
and mind; therefore, be it 

RESULVED, That we urge upon all 
working women the imperative neces- 
sity of orgenization, not only for their 
Own benefit, but also for the protection 
of thei: fathers, brothers and children; 
furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council appoint a woman organizer for 
the purpose of organizing the women 
wage workers of the United States. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


(Resolution No, 107—By Delegate Max 
S. Hayes, United Trades and Labor 
Council, Cleveland. O.: 


WHERBAS, The judiciary of to- 
day is one of the modern agencies of 
the capitalistic class for the subjuga- 
tion of the masses; and 

WIHPREAS, Especially the Federal 
judges, who are appointed by the 
President from the circles of corpora- 
tion Jawyers upon the recommendation 
of prominent business men and plu- 
tocrats, are, as a rule, the worst and 
the most unjust of the multitude of 
unjust judges; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we will call upon 
the Legislatures of the respective 
States and upon Congress for a 
speedy reform of our antiquated and 
corrupt system of dealing out justice 
which is tyrannical and antiquated 
from the Police Court up to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States; and 
furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED. That it is the senti- 
ment of the twenty-seventh convention 


of the A. F. of L. that all judges, 
including the Federal judges, be elect- 
ed by the people of their respective 
districts or States, and that no judge 
shall be elected for a longer term than 
four years, with the privilege uf being 
re-elected from time to time if the 
people so desire. 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 


Resolution No. 108—By Delegate 
Max S. Hayes, United Trades and 
Labor Council, Cleveland, O.: 


WHEREAS. Trade autonomy in 
unionism is but the application to 
the labor movement of the outworn 
principle of individuals; and 

WHEREAS, The development of 
modern machinery and industrial pro- 
cesses on a large scale is in fact creat- 
ing identity of interests among many 
crafts hitherto only slightly related, 
and 


WHEREAS, Under our present 
forms of trades organization every na- 
tional trades union looks with jealous 
care to its own organization, and op- 
posing every new-comer in the field; 
and 

WHERBPAS, This contention over 
trade jurisdiction between National 
and International Unions is becoming 
more and more acute and cannot be 
settled under the present form of or- 
ganization of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, but it may, if contin- 
ued, very soon disrupt the organza- 
tions of the workers of America; 
therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That we urgently rec- 
ommend the application of the princi- 
ple of industrial organization to those 
crafts which are bound with others 
by the use of the same machinery, by 
contact in the same productive pro- 
cess, or by working foracommon em- 
ployer, or for the same group of or- 
ganized employers; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urge upon the vari- 
ous international craft organizations 
immediate settlement of jurisdiction 
questions by mutual conferences, by 
interchange of cards, by allied coun- 
cils, etc., and the substitution of a 
modern alignment of the united work- 
ing class against the growing rapac- 
ity of manufacturers’ and citizens’ al- 
liance organizations 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
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Resolution No. 109—By Delegate P. 
F. Duffy, Chicago Federation of La- 
bor: 


WHEREAS, Numerous secret de- 
tective agencies, among which the 
Pinkerton agency is the most promi- 
nent, are now being employed by em- 
ployers’ associations and similar or- 
ganizations, for the purpose of dis- 
rupting labor unions; and 


WHEREAS, These agencies in the 
event of a dispute between an em- 
ployer and his employes, large num- 
bers of armed thugs and cutthroats 
are sent into ‘what otherwise would 
be a peaceful community to carry on 
a system of lawlessness, and to over- 
awe and intimidate the employes who 
are peacefully contending for their 
rights; and 

WHEREAS, No such band of law- 
less armed thugs could congregate 
in any community without the con- 
sent of the officials of such commu- 
nity, and in order to secure such con- 
sent a charter or license is secured by 
these agencies to operate in the va- 
rious States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor instruct its Leg- 
islative Committee to take such ac- 
tion as it deems advisable in the 
premises and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Federation 
call upon the State branches and city 
central bodies to exert themselves to 
the fullest possible limit to have such 
charters or licenses now held by these 
agencies repealed and that  wher- 
ever armed men are called upon to 
protect life or property they must be 
citizens of the United States and res- 
idents of the county in which they are 
about to serve at least one year. 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report. 


Resolution No, 110—By Delegates In- 
ternational Association Bridge and 
Srtuctural Iron Workers: | 


WHEREAS, The Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers’ International 
Union does hereby enter protest against 
the action of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lather’s International Union, 
inasmuch as they are encroaching on 
the jurisdiction claims of the Bridge 
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and Structural Iron Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, which were approved of 
and conceded to us by the American 
Federation of Labor, and 

WHEREAS, The above said tactics 
tends to bring discredit on the labor 
movement and is a direct violation of 
the policy and principles of the A. F. 
of L., and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation. of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers have at no time presented 
any claim of jurisdiction to the A. F. 
of L. covering the work that comes 
under the jurisdiction of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ Inter- 
national Union, and 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers by claiming the work which 
comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’ 
International Union is a direct viola- 
tion of the laws of the A. F. of L; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., in 
convention assembled, condemns the 
action of the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers for encroaching on the juris- 
diction claims of the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers’ ’Interna- 
tional Union, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the convention 
assembled instruct the International 
Association of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers to confine themselves to the 
installation of laths and to cease doing 
structural iron work. 


Resolution No. 111.—By Delegation 
of the International Molders’ Union of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, After every effort to 
secure an adjustment by conferences 
with the representatives of the employ- 
ers had proved fruitless, on May first, 
1906, the members of the International 
Molders’ Union of North America in 
Milwaukee, Wis., inaugurated a strike 
for higher wages and shorter hours. As 
soon as the strike was declared mem- 
bers of the Foundrymen’s Association 
secured the services of private detec- 
tives, armed guards and thugs for the 
purpose of laying the foundation for 
the obtaining of injunctions. In this 
instance the absolute accuracy of this 
statement has been established before 
the court; two of the employes of the 
Herr and Burr Detective Agency hav- 
ing confessed that they had been 
directed to assault prominent strikers, 
officers of the Molders’ Union and 
others, As a result of these confessions, 
which have been supported in court by 
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a mass of corroborative evidence, 
prominent officials of one of the firms 
and members of the above named de- 
tective agency have been placed under 
arrest and are at present under one 
thousand dollar bonds each; and 


WHEREAS, Members of the Foun- 
drymen’s Association, through their 
agents, incited disturbances of the 
peace and offered premiums for the 
assaulting of the leading members of 
the Moulders’ Union. The courts were 
then informed that the firms’ employes 
(secured since the strike) were being 
assaulted, intimidated and coerced and 
that a number of their workmen, re- 
cently arrived immigrants, some of 
whom were imported in violation of 
the Alien Contract Labor Law (ons 
of the firms, the Allis-Chalmers Com- 
pany, having already been found guilty 
in and punished by the Federal Court 
for this violation of the law) were 
being deprived of earning a livelihood 
as free and independent workmen, ‘t 
mattered not that the firms came 
before the court with unclean hands, 
the injunctions were issued by the 
State and by the Federal Courts. Fol- 
lowing these injunctions came the usu ul 
contempt proceedings, and union men 
were punished and imprisoned for 
contempt; and 

WHEREAS, These contempt pro- 
ceedings deprived them, as they were 
intended to do, of the right of trial by 
jury, and of all the other safeguards 
guaranteed to them by the Federal 
Constitution. The men, however, did 
not lose courage—they fought, and they 
are still fighting for their cause sup- 
ported by their national organization 
and its local unions; and 


WHEREAS, On:May 20th, 1907, the 
United States Circuit Court for the 
Eastern District of Wisconsin, presided 
over by Judge Sanborn, of Madison, 
Wisconsin, issued a permanent injunc- 
tion against the Moulders’ Union, its 
members, its sympathizers and friends 
so sweeping in character that it pro- 
hibits .the men on strike and their 
sympathizers from doing anything, 
even that which was heretofore re- 
garded lawful. It practically abolished 
the right to strike, and its decision 
makes every member of a labor union 
a conspirator when engaged in the 
strike and subject to dire punishment 
by the court. So sweeping are its 
terms and provisions that any act 
which could be construed by the court 
as interfering with, or in any way 
hampering the firm in the conduct of 
its business is made a contempt, and 
the machinery of the Federal Court 


has already been set in motion to 
imprison strikers and their officers for 
having continued in carrying on the 
strike and for having told the truth 
concerning the strike to workmen and 
others; and 

WHEREAS, The decision rendered in 
the case is without precedent since the 
notorious Jenkins injunction was 
handed down, and what little comfort 
may have heretofore been given to 
union men by the courts in per- 
mitting thein to strike, or in permit- 
ting them to indulge in peaceful 
suasion and peaceful picketing was 
swept way. The decision is of such far 
reaching significance that it cannot be 
permitted to stand as law, for it strikes 
a hard blow against all organized labor. 
Already throughout the country the 
enemies of organized labor are making 
use of this decision, and they quote it 
with avaricious glee, whenever labor 
is sought to be enjoined against their 
rights, in the event of strikes. The 
Sanborn injunction is the most far 
reaching of all and marks a new epoch 
in the history of injunctions, and is 
now in the firing line of capital’s war 
against Organized Labor; and 

WHEREAS, This injunction cannot, 
and must not, be permitted to stand, 
for its meaning is of paramount na- 
tional importance, it affects the right of 
every laboring man; it is of so sweep- 
ing a nature that it is no longer a 
fight of the Moulders alone, but a 
fight of all. organized labor against 
the repetition of the issuing of like 
injunctions. The courts must regard 
the rights of organized labor. Its 
constitutional rights must be respected; 
and 


WHEREAS, The -International 
Moulders’ Union has appealed from 
said decision and said appeal is now 
pending in the Circuit Court of Appeals 
for the Seventh (7th) Circuit of the 
Wnited States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. By this Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, assembled at 
Norfolk, Virginia, that it does hereby 
protest against said injunction and 
declares the same to be un-American 
in spirit and in contravention of the 
Constitution of the Unitea States; and 
be it further 


RESOLVED. That the ‘American 
Federation of Labor join in this fight 
of the International Moulders’ Union 
of North America against said injunc- 
tion and declare it to be the fight of 
every labor organization in this coun- 
try; and be it further 

RESOLVED. That the 


‘ 


American 
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Federation of Labor and all organi- 
zations in convention assembled under 
its auspices, do hereby jointly and 
severally, morally and _ financially, 
endorse the fight of the International 
Moulders’ Union of North America 
against the said injunction, and that 
Ways and means be adopted for the 
calling upon the various labor organi- 
zations to join in this great war against 
said injunction; and be it 

RESOLVED. That the American 
Federation of Labor shall not cease in 
its moral and financial support of the 
gaid International Moulders’ Union of 
North America until said injunction 
shall have been dissolved and rendered 
for naught upon the books of law; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED. That a copy of thts 
resolution be forwarded to the De- 
partment of Labor at Washington and 
that the same be given to the press 
of America, and that all labor organi- 
zations are authorized to call meetings 
at such times and places as may be 
convenient with due expediency to 
agitate the reversal of said injunction, 
and be it further 

RESOLVED. That we do herewith 
extend our sympathy to our brethren 
in Milwaukee so engaged in the strike 
and send them words of courage and 
cheer in their heroic efforts for their 
betterment and that of all mankind. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 112.—By Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The lasters employed 
by the W. L. Douglas Shoe Co., Brock- 
ton, Mass., declared a strike in an at- 
tempt to force the firm to recognize 
an independent union of lasters, and 
conspired against and violated a con- 
tract between the W. L. Douglas Shoe 
Co. and the Boot and Shoe Workers’ . 
Union, which contract has been in ex- 
istence since November lst, 1898, 

WHEREAS, The Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union in the proper pursuit 
of its obligations under the contract, 
assisted the W. L. Douglas Shoe Co., 


to fill the places of the contract- 
breakers; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American 


Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled at Norfolk, Va., disapproves 
of independent unions hostile to the 
legitimate trade union movement; we 
disapprove of contract breaking; we 
disapprove of that kind of unionism 
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which applies the term “strike break- 
ers’ to those who work for the pro- 
tection of contracts between employ- 
ers and unions. We heartily appruve 
of the attitude of the Douglas Com- 
pany in observing the terms of their 
contract against the attack of a hos- 
tile body calling itself a trade union, 
and we re-affirm our endorsement 2f 
the union stamp of the Boot and shove 
Workers’ Union, in recognition of our 
approval of the course of that union 
in protecting its contract obligations. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 113—By Delegate 
Thomas Feeley, of Milwaukee Fede- 
rated Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, The capitalist class, not 
satisfied with the control of the ma- 
chinery of the State and the judiciary, 
and although having the militia and 
the police at its command, is in many 
cases also hiring armed thugs from 
the detective agencies in large cities 
for the purpose of creating trouble in 
cases of strikes and lockouts, and 

WHEREAS, Such cases of murder 
are becoming rather common all over 
the country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled 
calls upon all the affiliated bodies 
and trade union men in general to use 
their best efforts to secure such leg- 
islation in the various States of the 
Union as will forbid the hiring and the 
employment of armed bodies of men 
by private persons or private corpora- 
tions for any purpose or under any 
name whatever. 


Referred to Committee on Presi- 
dent’s Report, 


Resolution No. 114—By Delegates W. 
E. Kennedy, F. J. McNulty, S. Fay, L 
BS B. W.3 


WHEREAS, There is at presént af- 
filiated with the American Federation 
of Labor the majority of trades en- 


-gaged in the building industry, and 


WHEREAS, The present’ various 
Building Trades Council, while effect- 
ive in localities, can not in their pres. 
ent state solidify thoroughly the 
building trades of the country; and 

WHEREAS, This solidarity among 
the building trades seems at this time 
especially necessary; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the president of 
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the American Federation of Labor 
does, at this convention, appoint a 
committee of seven, composed of men 
representing building trades in_ this 
convention; this committee to meet at 
the headquarters of the American 
Federation of Labor, in July, 1908, 
and there inaugurate plans looking to- 
wards the formation of an Interna- 
tional Building Trades Section of the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
that the president be further empow- 
ered to invite to this meeting the of- 
ficers of the S. B. T. A., National B. T. 
C., Cal. B. T. Council, as also the rep- 
resentatives of those building trades 
not now affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, and the results 
of inis meeting to be submitted to our 
next convention, 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades, 


Resolution No, 115—By Delegate 
Wm. Schwab, of International Molders’ 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the influx of Asiatic and en 
slaved masses of people to come in 
competition with white nations in 
fields and work shops has a tendency 
to permanently lower the standard 
of living, the grade of culture and the 
ambitions and ideals of the white 
proletariat in competition with them, 
and 

WHEREAS, The importation espe- 
cially of the Asiatic coolie is caused 
only by the innate desire of our greedy 
capitalists for cheap labor, without 
considering that our nation’s vitality 
and future is destroyed thereby or not. 
Therefore, be it 

REISOLVED, That the tweéenty-sev- 
enth convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby declares 
against the importation of Asiatic 
labor of any kind, and we demand 
that Congress enact laws to include 
Coreaii and Japanese Hindoo  coolie 
labor in the exclusion act now in force 
against the Chinese. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No, 116.—By Cigarmakers’ 
Delegation: 


WHBPREAS, The National Cigar 
Stands Company, a part of the Amer- 
ican Tohacco Company, better known 
as the Tobacco Trust, anu which is 


attempting to control the sale of cigars 
in the drug stores of this country, 
and in so doing is attempting to dis- 
place the product of union labor with 
the labor of underpaid non-union and 
child labor; be it 

iRESOLVED, That the moral assist- 
ance of all men and their friends be 
given the Cigarmakers’ International 
Union of America in their efforts to 
frustrate the American Tobacco Com- 
pany in trying to disrupt the C. M. I. 
U. of A. by refusing to patronize any 
drug store that contains a National 
Cigar Stand. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 117—By Delegates 
M. O’Sullivan, Hugh Frayne, C. D. 
Wheeler, of A. M. S. M. W.: 


WHERBPAS, The members of _ the 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
permitted their members to take tho 
places of sheet metal workers who 
were on strike for better conditions 
in Salt Lake City, Utah; and 

WHEREAS, Such action resulted in 
preventing our members from estab- 
lishing a higher wage rate per day 
in that city, and 

WHEREAS, The general officers of 
the Sheet Metal Workers have repeat- 
edly asked the general officers of the 
Boiler-makers and Iron Ship Builders 
that they withdraw their members 
from shops on strike by Sheet Metal 
Workers, which has not been com<- 
plied with; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-seventh 
annual convention of the A. F. of L. 
now in session in the city of Norfolk, 
Virginia, that the general officers of 
the Boiler-makers and Iron Ship 
Builders be and are hereoy instructed 
to immediately withdraw their mem- 
bers from the shops in Salt Lake City, 
where they have taken the places of 
Our Men on strike. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment, 


Resolution No. 118—By Delegates 
A. B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass 
Molders, Brass and Silver Workers’ 
Union of N. A.; Geo, Leary, Essex 
County Trades Council: 


WHBERBAS, It is well-known that 
a large percentage of the working 
class die each year from the dreud 
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disease, tuberculosis, and it has been 
demonstrated that this disease can be 
curtailed by the establishment of san- 
itary conditions in work shops. also 
cured when once contracted by the pa- 
tient receiving proper medical atten- 
tion, such as only can be provided 
in a properly conducted  sanitarium; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVER, That this convention 
of the A. F, of L. instruct the Ex- 
ecutive Council to have prepared for 
the consideration of the twenty-eighth 
annual convention the probable cost of 
building and maintaining a sanitarium 
under the direction of the President 
of the A. F. of L. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions, 


Resolution No. 119.—By Delegates of 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America: 


WHOEOREAS. The Amalgamated Wood- 

workers’ International Union of Amer- 
ica has prior right to jurisdiction of 
factory woodworkers, which right has 
been recognized by charter issued to 
said organization, and by repeated de- 
cisions of the American Federation of 
Labor conventions; by Arbitration Tri- 
bunal, and action of the Executive 
Council; 

WHEREAS, The membership of the 
tional Union by a secret ballot (refer- 
endum vote) defeated the proposition to 
merge with the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners which was sub- 
mitted pursuant to an agreement sign- 
ed at Minneapolis during the 26th An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, It is evident the officials 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners do not respect the 
right of the membership of the Amal- 
gamated Woodw-~kers *nationai 
Union to decide for themselves the form 
of organization that shall govern in the 
factory woodworking trade as they are 
employing reprehensible methods to in- 
jure the Amalgamated Woodworkers 
International Union, that not only 
bring discredit upon the organized la- 
bor movement, but are creating a con- 
dition that tends to be conducive for 
the establishment of the open shop in 
the mills and factories. As instances of 
such tendency we can point to a num- 
ber of centers where the Woodworkers’ 
Unions had a good movement, which 
through machinations of the United 
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Brotherhood of Carpenters is now al- 
most disrupted, and the open shop pre- 
vails generally; in another’ instance 
they signed an agreement with a manu- 
facturing concern of Chicago, Ill., com- 
pelling .workers in a branch factory 
operated by the same company located 
within 150 miles of that city, to accept 
wages averaging 20 per cent, less than 
the rate of wages in effect in the Chi- 
cago factory; and 

WHEREAS, Experience demonstrates 
that the interests of factory wooa- 
workers can be conserved best by kin- 
dred crafts, and as the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters is a building trade their in- 
terests are not identical with factory 
woodworkers; therefore, 


RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor reaffirms approval of the jur- 
isdiction provided in the Downey decis- 
ion and that failure to comply with 
such decision shall be cause sufficient to 
revoke the charter of the offending or- 
ganization. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment, 


Resolution No. 120—By Delegate John 
J. Pfeiffer, of United Srotherhood of 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods: 


WHEREAS, The conditions of the 
working men and women employed in 
the large manufacturing plants of 
South Bend, Ind., are most deplorable; 
and 

WHEREAS; This condition is brought 
about owing to the unorganized state of 
the different crafts; and 

WHEREAS, The only remedy for this 
state of affairs lies in the formation of 
local branches affiliated with their re- 
spective International Union; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention in- 
struct the Executive Council to request 
all affiliated International or Nationai 
organizations to send an organizer to 
South Bend, Ind., so that the toilers of 
that city may be formed into local 
unions for their mutual protection and 
benefit. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 121—By Delegates A. 
B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal Pol- 
ishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Molders, 
Brass and Silver Workers’ Union of N, 
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A.; Geo. Leary, Essex County Trades 
Council: 


WHEREAS—The United States Gov- 
ernment has in effect a system of keep- 
ing a record of its employees in arsenal 
and navy yard, known as efficiency 
cards; and 

WHEREAS, It is impossible for any 
employee to understand how said cards 
are marked there being no published 
rules regarding the marking of said 
cards; and 

WHEREAS, It is believed that said 
cards are used to discriminate against 
members of labor unions, who take ac- 
tive part in the -ftairs of their organi- 
zation; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED—That __ the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be requested 
to prepare for the consideration of the 
civil service commissioners a bill to 
eliminate the disagreeable feature of 
the efficiency cards or have them abol- 
ished altogether. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No, 122—By Delegation of 
the Amalgamated Association of Street 
and Electric Railway Employes: 


WHEREAS, It is the policy of a 
great number of our affiliated organiza- 
tions to settle the question of wages, 
hours, and working conditions with 
their employers through what is known 
as annual agreements, but in many 
cases there is a conflict in the date of 
making such agreements between the 
various organizations, especially in the 
same industry, Which deprives them of 
the opportunity to aid and assist one 
another; and 

WHEREAS, It should be the policy of 
all organizations to place themselves in 
position so that they can thoroughly 
unite and aid one another in the secur- 
ing of the best working conditions pos- 
sible; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this twenty-sev- 
enth Convention of the American Feda- 
eration of Labor does hereby recom- 
mend to all affiliated organizations in 
the various cities and centers of indus- 
try that they arrange through their 
central bodies a specific date for the 
expiration of old agreements and the 
taking up of new ones; that all agree- 
ments shall expire upon a given date in 
each year, so that the new agreements 
can be taken up at that specified time 
by each and every organization. This 


day to be_ specified and known as 
“Agreement Day.” 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 123—By Delegate A. 
M. Huddell, of Boston C. L. U., 


WHEREAS, There are several Local 
Unions in the city of Boston connect- 
ed with their International Unions, 
are not affiliated with the Boston Cen- 
tral Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the secretary of 
the A. F. of L., upon the receipt of 
the names of the International Unions 
from the secretary of the Boston Cen- 
tral Labor Union of the unions that are 
not affiliated immediately write the 
organizations to have their locals af- 
filiated with the Boston C. L. U. 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades. 


Resolution No. 124—By Delegate 
Matt Comerford, for International 
Union of Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, The International 
Union of Steam Engineers has been 
successful in organizing that portion 
of their craft employed on construc- 
tion work and known as hoisting and 
portable engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Seven years ago the en- 
gineers employed in the operation of 
derricks, brick-hoists, cement-mixers, 
Carson-machines, pumps and_ other 
machines used on construction, receiv- 
ed less than $2.00 per day for 10 hours 
or more, while today, through the ef- 
forts of our organization, and support 
received from some of the building 
trades, a scale of wages of from $4.50 
to $6.00 per day has been established; 
and 

WHEREAS, The _ introduction of 
other motive power than steam is ta- 
ken advantage of by the employers 
of labor to lower the wages of the 
operator which the International Un- 
ion of Steam Engineers has worked so 
hard for years to build up; therefore, 
be it . 

RESOLVED, That hoisting and por- 
table local unions of the International 
Unions of Steam Engineers have ju- 
risdiction over the operation of all 
derricks, cement-mixers, hod-hoists, 
pumps and other machines used on 
construction work, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Building 
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Trades organizations be requested to 
give all the assistance possible to the 
Hoisting and Portable Locals of the 
I. U. S. E. in maintaining the scale of 
wages now paid on this work. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No, 125—By Delegates 
from the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen, International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, Owing to the decision 
of the Twenty-sixth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the subsequent enforce- 
ment of that decree by ti.e Executive 
Council in the case of the engineers, 
firemen and teamsters vs. the United 
Brewery Workmen, has caused some 
confusion among State federations, 
central bodies and other organizations; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the president of 
the A. F. of L. be instructed to noti- 
fy every State and central body and 
other affiliated organizations, in de- 
tail of the act of the Convention and 
the Executive Council, and to further 
inform them that until such time as 
the U. B. W. has conformed to the 
laws, edicts and mandates of the 
American Federation, they are sus- 
pended from all rights ard henefits 
of affiliated organizations of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


Reférred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 126—By Delegate J. 
L. Rodier, C. L. U., Washington, D. C.: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has, at each annual 
convention for the past ten years, 
adopted resolutions denouncing anti- 
scalping laws and injunctions designed 
to prevent the sale of railroad trans- 
portation by others than appointed 
agents of railway corporations, and the 
use of such t*ansportation by others 
than the original purchasers; and 

WHEREAS, The railway companies 
of the country, controlled by passenger 
associations and mileage bureaus, con- 
tinue to force upo travelers obnovious 
contracts containing non-transferrable 
provisions, requiring signatures and 
descriptions of the purchasers, and 
assume a right to confiscate such 
transportation if found in the hands 
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of other than the original purchasers; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the voice of this 
Federation continue to be raised 
against the monstrous injustice of this 
System of robbery and gr-ft, and that 
its power and influence be exerted tuo 
the securing of the adoption of laws 
by the legislatures of the various 
States, and by the Congress of the 
United States, requiring that ali rail- 
road tickets and mileage be transferr- 
able and good to bearer. 

RESOLVED. That resolutions here- 
tofore adopted denouncing anti-scalp- 
ing laws, city ordinances and injunc- 
tions prohibiting ticket orokerage, be, 
and they are hereby reaffirmed. 


Referred to Committee % Reso*u- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 127—By Delegate J. 
H. Walker, of U. M. W. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The revocation Of che 
charter of the United Brewery Work- 
men of America marks a break with 
the old established principle, that the 
American Federation of Labor is a 
voluntary association of sovereign 
unions; and 

WHEREAS, “Inherently an interna- 
tional union is sovereign unto itself, 
and our Federation can rightfully exer- 
cise only such functions as are de'e- 
gated to it by the component parts 
which have instituted it and which 
constitute its make-up,” as the Presi- 
dent so well expressed in his report, 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor can only act as a me- 
diator and conciliator in the disputes 
of the affiliated international unions, 
and has no right to enforce its 
decisions in an arbitrary manner. Such 
powers have never been delegated to 
the American Federation of Labor by 
referendum vote of all the interna- 
tional unions affiliated, nor in @ny 
other legal way; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the 
United Brewery Workers Union have 
always been true union men, always 
conscientious in patronizing the vario 
union labels and always eager to assist 
both morally and financially every 
union in trouble. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the tsenty~sey- 
erth annual convéniicn of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor considers the 
policy inaugurated in New Or- 
leans in the case of the United Brewery 
Workmen as very dangerous to future 
success, and as diametrically opposed 
to the “first essential principles upon 
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which our federation is founded.” And 
furthermore, be it 

RESOLVED. That we hereby in- 
struct the Executive Council to return 
to the United Brewery Workmen of 
America the same charter which that 
international union has _ possessed 
before. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 128—By Delegates A. 
B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal Pol- 
ishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Mold- 
ers, Brass and Silver Workers Union 
of N. A., George Leary, Essex County 
Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, The Union Label of any 
organization attached to an article 
should be a guarantee that said article 
is union made throughout, and 

WHEREAS, On account of the adop- 
tion and issuance of labels by the 
respective organizations that have 
authority under their charter rights to 
do so, It may happen that the label 
of one organization may be affixed to 
an article that is only partly union 
made, Be it 

RESOLVED. That the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, recommends to its affiliated 
bodies that whenever one of its affil- 
iated bodies is out on stril.« in acvo-d- 
ance with its laws that no other affil- 
fated body allow their label to be 
attached to goods manufactured itn 
such factories while the strike is in 
progress, 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 129—By Delegates A. 
B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Piaters, Brass 
Molders, Brass and Silver Workers’ 
Union of A., George Leary, Essex 
County Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, It has ever been the 
policy of the A. F. of L, and its affil- 
fated bodies to encourage and create 
as far'as possible a demand for goods 
bearing a union label, and 

WHEREAS, The Union Label of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass 
Moulders, Brass and Silver Workers’ 
Union of N. A. can be found affixed to 
union-made band and orchestra in- 
struments; be it 

RESOLVED. That the A. F. of L. 
in its 27th annual convention assem- 
bled, reindorsed the above mentioned 


label and recommend to its affiliated 
bodies that when they have occasion 
to engage music for any occasion to 
give preference to musicians using 
musical instruments bearing the Union 
Label. 


Referred to the Committee on Labels, 


Resolution No. 130—By Delegate 
Walter V. Price, International Associa- 
tion of Marble Workers: 


WHEREAS, The International As- 
sociation of Marble Workers is come- 
posed of carvers, cutters, setters, pol- 
ishers, bed rubbers and sawyers, and 

WHERBAS, In the year 1902 the 
International Association of Marble 
Workers applied for and was granted 
a charter under the title of Marble 
Workers; and 

WHEREAS, The constitution of the 
International Association of Marble 
Workers specifies the work of the 
members of said association as fole- 
lows: Cutting, carving, setting, polish- 
ing, rubbing and sawing of all marble 
used in the interior of buildings for 
ornamental, sanitary, decorative or 
other useful purposes, and 

WHEREAS, In the granting of the 
charter to the International Associa- 
tion of Marble Workers by the Amere- 
ican Federation of Labor, we expect 
the protection of the A. F. of L. against 
encroachments on our lines of juris- 
diction namely cutting, carving, set- 
ting, polishing, rubbing and sawing of 
all marble used in the interior of 
buildings; and 

WHEREAS, Our lines of jurisdic- 
tion are being encroached upon by 
trades affiliated with us in the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 
convention assembled in Norfolk, Va., 
instruct the Executive Council to ren- 
der all possible assistance to the In- 
ternational Association of Marble 
Workers and use its influence to pro- 
tect the lines of jurisdiction as de- 
fined in this resolution against en- 
croachments by other affiliated trades, 


Referred to Committee 6n Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No, 131—By Delegates 
A. B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass 
Molders, Brass and Silver Workers’ 
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Union of North America. George 
Leary, Essex County Trades Council. 

WHEREAS, The present insurance 
system in the United States is noto- 
rious as a method of graft and exploi- 
tation; and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremen- 
dous wealth which is accumulated by 
the insurance corporations, the life 
and property of the wage workers re- 
angen but scant protection; therefore 
ei 

RESOLVED, That we demand that 
some plan of compulsory life and 
other insurance be enacted, either by 
the States or by the nation, in such a 
manner as to give adequate security 
to the toiling masses of the people. 

Resolution No. 132—By the Delega- 
tion representing the International 
Typographical Union, International 
Printing Pressmen’s Union, Interna- 
tional Stereotypers and Electrotypers’ 
Union, International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders, Newspaper and Mail De- 
liverers’ Union No. 9463, New York: 

WHEREAS, We the workers em- 
ployed in the various departments of 
newspaper and commercial printing 
offices, throughout the United States; 
. @, Compositors, Pressmen, Stere- 
otypers and Electrotypers, Photo-En- 
gravers, Book Binders and Newspaper 
and Mail Deliverers, to the number of 
over 100,000 feel that any combination 
which produces an artificial scarcity 
of news print paper, and which unduly 
stimulates the price of product, is an 
oppression that affects alike the em- 
ploye as well as the employer; and 

WHEREAS, The almost prohibitive 
and ruinous price of such paper has 
curtailed to an alarming extent the 
number of workers employed in the 
printing industry, and has further act- 
ed as a preventive to the printing 
trades artisans from securing higher 
compensation for their services, to 
which they are justly entitled to; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, instruct its 
Executive Council to give this matter 
its immediate attention and submit a 
memorial to the President of the 
United States and the next Congress 
when assembled, and appeal for a re- 
adjustment of the laws which make 
such combination in the restraint of 
trade possible and tyrannical. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 133—By Delegates 
International Typographical Union: 


WHEREAS, The printers of the 
United States and Canada, in their 
fight for the eight hour day, have un- 
earthed some business men and mer- 
chants, who are wholly supported by 
working people lined up in the ranks 
of the opposition and doing everything 
in their power to defeat the ends 
sought by the International Typo- 
graphical Union; and 

WHEREAS, The John D. Larkin 
Soap Company of Buffalo, N. Y., is 
one of the firms referred to, its presi- 
dent (John D. Larkin) being an open 
advocate of the open shop and having 
emphatically refused to have the 
printing for his concern done under 
fair conditions; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled at Norfolk, Va., place the said 
Larkin Soap Company of Buffalo, N. 
Y., on its unfair list and direct all or- 
ganizations represented in the Fede- 
ration to notify the people in their re- 
spective sections of the country of the 
said Larkin’s unfair attitude toward 
organized labor; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all delegates 
present convey this information to the 
ladies’ auxiliaries of labor organiza- 
tions, so that their members may not 
be misled into dealing with this very 
unfair Larkin Company. 

Referred to Committee on Boycott. 

Resolution No, 134—By Delegate 
Chas. A. Cullen, Worcester Central La- 
bor Union; Elias Breidenbach, United 
Trades and Labor Council, Dayton, 
Ohio: 

WHEREAS, Local Union 12 (of the 
International Slate and Tile Roofers), 
located at Washington, D. C., did at 
the inception of the “open shop” fight 
in above named city, join with us to 
combat the so-called ‘‘open shop” and 
did give financial support in the shape 


‘of a $5 weekly assessment for the 


space of four weeks; and 

WHEREAS, They then returned to 
work on account of the last clause in 
their agreement with their employers, 
dated July 24, 1907, which we believe 
did not warrant the action as they had 
broken that clause by reason of their 
joining with the other trades in the 
fight; therefore making aforesaid 
agreement null and void; therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Building 
Trades Grievance Committee, repre- 
senting the Building Trades of the 
city of Washington, D. C., to combat 
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the ‘open shop,’”’ do hereby most ear- 
nestly request the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled, to take such action 
as will compel the abrogation of the 
aforesaid agreement, or demand of the 
International Slate and Tile Roofers 
that the charter of Local No. 12 be re- 
voked and a local of loyal union men 
be instituted in its stead. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades, 


Resolution No. 1385—By Delegate 
John H. Brinkman, of Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union: 


WiHERBEPAS, There is a Central body 
in the city of Brooklyn, State of New 
York, of an independent character and 
unaffiliated to the American Federation 
of Labor and 

WHEREAS, There are many local 
unions in affiliation with International 
or National bodies allied with the 


American Federation of Labor who: 


are represented in this bastard organ- 
ization contrary to the laws of the 
Federation and by said affiliation con- 
stitute a menace to the regularly char- 
tered Central Labor Union of the same 
city by seating and giving aid and 
comfort to seceding bodies and illegiti- 
mate organizations of every character 
to the detriment of the labor move- 
ment of the city of Brooklyn, New 
York, and organized labor in general; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-seventh 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor that the Execu- 
tive Council ascertain what bona fide 
local unions are affiliated with this 
bastard Central organization and de- 
mand of their National or Interna- 
tional Unions that they compel their 
constituent locals to withdraw there- 
from and become affiliated with the 
duly chartered and legitimate Central 
Labor Union of Brooklyn, New York. 
And be it further 

RESOLVED. That in the event any 
National or International Union re- 
fuses to compel their constituent locals 
to withdraw from the illegal Central 
organization mentioned in this reso- 
lution, the Executive Council shall re- 
voke their charter, 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades, 

Resolution No. 1386—By Delegates 
American Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, The United States is at 
present passing through a financial 


crisis, caused, so alleged, by a shortage 
of money, the commercial life blood of 


the nation, which has already caused 
widespread suffering by a paralysis 
of business and the laying off or dis- 
charge of hundreds of wage earners, 
which is further increased by the banks 
refusing to honor the demands of their 
depositors, many of whom are working 
people, except under certain restric- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, Such a state of affairs, 
more especially as applied to the de- 
posits of wage earners, would not oc- 
cur in nations where the savings of the 
people may be deposited with the as- 
surance that a simple demand can al- 
ways be promptly honored; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That Legislative Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. be instructed 
to have drafted a bill, and introduced 
in Congress to establish postal savings 
banks on the basis as at present in 
vogue in Great Britain, or an improve- 
ment thereon, if such can be devised. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


137—By Delegates 
Brotherhood of 


tesolution No. 
from International 
Electrical Workers: 


WHEREAS, United States Judge 
Dayton has issued a blanket injunction 
enjoining all the union men and sym- 
pathizers from peaceful persuasion, 
talking to, or looking at non-union men 
while at work, as well as prohibiting 
the labor press from discussing the 
merits or demerits of his restraining 
document; and 

WHEREAS, A citizen and his wife 
has been sentenced to the work house 
for sixty days for violatimg said in- 
junction, their only offense being that 
their dog being attracted by a lineman 
bedecked with glittering tools working 
on a telegraph pole began to bark at 
him; and 

WHEREAS, The said Federal Judge 
Dayton has issued a restraining order 
preventing wage earneis from organiz- 
ing or discussing among themselves the 
advisability of organizing for their mu- 
tual protection; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all National and 
International organizations send or- 
ganizers into the State of West Vir- 
ginia at once for the purpose of concen- 
trating the forces of the wage earners 
and centralizing said forces on the mine 
owners and Manufacturers’ Association 
and all Employers’ Associations affiliat- 
ed therewith, as well as on Judge Day- 
ton, the avowed enemy of organized la- 
bor, and his sympathizers for the re- 
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demption of free speech. the right to 
organize and maintain their respective 
organizations and for the purpose of be. 
ing allowed to enjoy the rights accord- 
ed to all American citizens by our Na- 
tional Constitution. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 138—By Delegate 
Frank W. Cotterill, Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, An invitation has been 
extended by the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition to the A, F. of L. to place 
its exhibit at the Exposition to be held 
in Seattle, Washington, during the year 
1909; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we accept the in- 
vitation and the Executive Committee 
be instructed to take the preliminary 
steps necessary to see that our econo- 
mic exhibit will be on exhibition at the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in the 
year 1909. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 139—By Delegate 
Geo. Leary, of Essex County Trades 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The Essex County 
Trades Council and the Building 
Trades Council of Newark, N. J., and 
vicinity have agreed upon the follow- 
ing as a basis for the amalgamation 
of all bona fide trades unions of that 
city: therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of I, be and is 
hereby instructed to issue such char- 
ter immediately, 

1. That application be made to the 
A. F. of L. Executive Board for a new 
charter for a Central Body to be named 
Essex County Central Labor Union or. 
some other name agreed upon. 

2. This Central Body to be divided 
in two divisions, one to be named Es- 
sex Trades Council Division, the other 
Building Trades Council Division, 


3. The whole to be governed by Arti- - 


cle 11 Section 1, of the A. F. of L. 
constitution, 

4. Membership to be restricted in the 
Building Trades Council Division 
to strict!y building trades, Essex Trades 
Council Division all trades. 

5. A joint board appointed or elect- 
ed by either division by both divisions 
or equal numbers to meet at stated 
times. 

6. Neither division to admit any or- 


ganization that has either been sus 
— expelled or left either divis- 
on. 

7. Any boycott or placing any firm 
on the unfair list affecting both divis- 
ions must first be acted on by both. 

8. Strict support by both divisions 
against all firms placed on the unfair 
list. 

9. Each division to elect its own set 
of officers and charge what dues it 
may decide on, 

10. Adoption of a_ constitution to 
govern both bodies in a general way. 


(Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades, 

Resolution No. 140—By Delegate 
John Fitzpatrick, Journeymen Horse- 
shoers International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the 
United States vests in the United 
States Government power and author- 
ity and makes it the duty and tha 
responsibility of the Gove.minent to 
provide a lawful medium of exchange, 
and 

WHEREAS, The lack of money to 
pay the wages of working men and 
women is causing the closing down 
of shops and factories and mines 
throwing out of employment men and 
women in great aumbers throughout 
the United States through no fault of 
theirs, and 

WHEREAS, It is also the power and 
the duty and the responsibility of the 
United States Government to start at 
once public works to provide work for 
these people who are thus being 
thrown out of employment and who 
will either have to starve or be sup- 
ported by individual charity or the 
charity of the community, therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the President of 
the United States be requested and 
urged to call a special session of Con- 
gress at once for the purpos: of enacte- 
ing legislation providing for public 
works, such as deep water ways, nc eded 
harbors throughout the United Siates, 
and such other public revenue—-pru- 
ducing improvements as will insure 
employment at once to labor thrown 
out of employment; 

RESOLVED. That the svecial session 
be called also for the purposes of pro- 
viding by Congress for issuing directly, 
without the intervention of any agency, 
a medium of exchange that will previde 
for the immediate payment in lawful 
money the labor employed on these 
public works. 

Referred to Committee un Resolu- 
tions. 
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Resolution No. 141—By Delegate 
James H. Foley, Double Drum Hoister 
Runners No, 11,275: 


WHEREAS, The Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Laber 
at its session held at Washington, D. 
C., March 18-25, 1907, rendared the 
following decision: 

“Resolved. That the charter of the 
Double Drum Hoisters’ Union No. 11275 
be recalled upon the Steam Engi- 
neers’ International Union receiving 
every One of their members irto fuli 
membership, with a written agr-vement 
that until they qualified as steam 
engineers they would be permiited to 
work for the wages now re:eived or 
for such improved conditions as can 
be secured for them by the Steam En- 
gineers’ Union,” and 

WHEREAS, The International T'nior, 
of Steam Engineers has failed to carry 
out this decision, and 

WHEREAS, Our members receive 
the steam through pipes furwshed by 
the engineers and simply turring the 
crank which operate the ‘ift hence 
being unable to qualify us an engineer 
oy receiving an engineer's sicense, 
e it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor at Norfo!k, Va.. 
that the Double Drum Hoister Runners 
be permitted to retain their charter 
and continue as a chartered union of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. , 


Resolution No. 142—By Delegate John 
Weber, of Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, Hon. William H. Taft, 
Secretary of War, is a candidate for 
the nomination for the Presidency at 
the forthcoming convention of one of 
the great political parties of the coun- 
try; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Taft has a_ well 
earned and well-deserved reputation for 
uncompromising and unrelenting hos- 
tility to organized labor, he being one 
of the first and chief of the Federal 
Judges who promulgated that great 
crime against the human and _ civil 
rights of American workingmen of 
segregating them from the other classes 
of their countrymen, subjecting them to 
the odious, judge-made government by 
injunction, and denying them the right 
of trial by jury; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor express its profound 
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conviction that a great political party 
could not more wantonly affront and 
outrage the organized toilers of Amer- 
ica than by nominating Mr. Taft for the 
Presidency. Opposition to government 
by injunction has become the first prin- 
ciple of American workingmen, and if 
Mr. Taft should become the nominee of 
his party for the Presidency, organized 
labor will subordinate all other matters, 
and make a supreme united effort to 
encompass his defeat at the polls. 
RESOLVED, That the executive offi. 
cers of the American Federation of La- 
bor are hereby directed o send a copy 
of these resolutions to each and every 
organization subordinate to, or affil- 
iated- with, this body, together with the 
request that such organizations take 
such suitable action ‘in conformity 
herewith as will make certain in every 
community in the United States labor's 
attitude towards the candidacy of Mr. 


. Taft. 


RESOLVED, That copies hereof be 
sent to all the labor press of the coun- 
try, with a request that they exert 
their utmost endeavors to frustrate the 
ambition of Mr. Taft. 

RESOL” , That this tody heartily 
approves the editorial in the October 
number of the American Federationists, 
entitled “Taft, the Injunction Standard 
Bearer,” and President Gompers 1s 
hereby thanked for thus wisely and 
fearlessly rousing the attention of la- 
bor to this political menace which con- 
fronts it. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 143—By Delegate C. 
O. Young, Seattle Central Body: 


WHEREAS, There are a number of 
men in the city of Seattle, Washington, 
who have made application for a char- 
ter from the International Associa- 
tion of Steam Fitters; and 

WHEREAS, The men referred to 
are mostly all employed in places now 
on the unfair list of the Central La- 
bor Council of Seattle and vicinity; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Steam Fitters in 
Seattle as well as the helpers‘are or- 
ganized in separate and distinct un- 
ions, thus placing any new organiza- 
tion in the capacity of a dual organ- 
ization which will cause much indus- 
trial strife in Seattle; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor 
Council of Seattle and vicinity did, om 
the 18th day of September, 1907, of- 
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ficially protest in the following lan- 
guage: 

“Owing to the fact that the U. A. 
Steamfitters are now receiving $6.50 
per day for eight hours’ work, and 
that the so-called Waterfront Fitters 
now seeking a charter from. the 
International Association, are receiv- 
ing some $2.00 to $3.00 per day for 
nine hours, we make the following 
suggestion: That the Central Labor 
Council communicate with the head- 
quarters of both the A. of 
and the International Association of 
Steam Fitters, advising against the is- 
suance of any charter until such a 
time as the Waterfront Fitters can 
command the same scale of wages and 
hours of employment as the organi- 
zations of steam fitters and steam- 
fitters’ helpers, now chartered in this 
city and affiliated with this Central 
Labor Council.” 

In view of the above protest and the 
conditions prevailing in Seattle, Wash., 
be it 

RESOLVED, By this 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. that we 
advise the International Association 
of Steam Fitters that it is not to the 
best interest of organized labor’ to 
grant a charter to the men in Seattle, 
who are all requested to make applica- 
tion to the organizations now existing 
in the city referred to. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 144—By Delegate 
Geo. Finger, of Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers: 


WHEREAS, In the city of New 
York a condition of affairs exist which 
is anything but beneficial to the 
Trades Union movement; and 

WHEREAS, Union men of all crafts 
in the building trades work alongside 
of non-union men, thereby encourag- 
ing the so-called open shop movement 
in the building industry; therefore be 
it 


RESOLVED, That the various crafts‘ 


interested be urged to make strenuous 
efforts to establish conditions in the 
commercial metropolis of the nation 
under which every man employed in 
the building industry will be required 
to carry a union card. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 145—By Delegate 


Geo. Finger of Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and Decorators: 

WHEREAS, Indirect taxation puts 
the burden upon the workmen of 
America, who, like proletarians of other 
countries, have large families, and 
therefore are taxed entirely out of pro- 
portion whenever they buy any neces- 
sities of life; first because they are 
poor, and whenever they buy they pay 
as much tax as the rich; second, by 
reason of usually having large fami- 
lies they multiply the indirect taxes 
they pay; and 

WHEREAS, It ought to be the duty 
of wise and just legislators to put the 
burden where it properly belongs— 
upon the shoulders of those able to 
pay: and 

WHEREAS, The present mode of 
taxation, which is absolutely pluto- 
cratic and inhuman, has materially 
aided our big capitalists in accumulat- 
ing huge fortunes; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor hereby pro- 
tests against a system of taxation 
which is entirely in favor of the 
small class of exploiters and against 
the wage clasS’ of producers, We de- 
mand the abolition of all indirect 
taxes, and only the small properties 
of the producers ought to be exempt. 
We declare in favor of an income tax 
gradually increasing with the income 
and are also in favor of an inheri- 
tance tax which is to increase in per- 
centage with the size of the inheri- 
tance. 

Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 
John Golden, James Whitehead, 
W.-C a4 

WHEREAS, We believe the time is 
expedient when some definite action 
should Le taken by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for the abolition of 
child labor in the several States; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the twenty- 
seventh annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, endorse 
a National Labor Law that will be 
uniform in its operation throughout 
the country, having for its object the 
total elimination of child labor. And 
be it further 


RESCLVED, That we urge upon the 
legislatives committees of the vari- 
ous State organizations the necessity 
of making an aggressive agitation in 
their respective State Legislatures for 
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the enactment of laws abolishing child 
labor. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions, 

Resolution No 147—By Delega2ie 
John Golden, James Whitehead, of U. 
T. W. of America: 

WHEREAS, An organization has 
been formed known as a N.tional 
Society for the Promotion of Indus- 
trial Education, having for its “bject 
the raising of the standard of educa- 
tion along industrial lines, and 

WHEREAS, Some misappr-hensicn 
exists in many quarters xs to the 
attitude of organized labor upon this 
subject; be it, therefore, 

RESOLVED. That this. the Twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, having 
in mind the experience of many of 
our national unions with th. so-called 
trade school, which attempted to teach 
a short cut to trade and which on 
some occasions was used as a weapon 
against the trade union movement do 
not favor any movement having this 
ulterior object in view, and he it 
further 

RESOLVED. That we do endorse any 
policy, or any society or as‘svuciation, 
having for its object the raising of the 
standard of Industrial Education and 
the teaching of the higher technigue 
of our various industries. 

Referred to Committee or’ Education, 

Resolution No 148—By Delegaie 
Herman Robinson, Retail Clerks’ Inter- 
national Protective Association: 

WHEREAS, There exists in the cor 
ough of Manhattan of the city »f New 
York a so-called central labor bo-éy, 
which purports to be interested in the 
welfare of trade unionism, and 

WHEREAS, Said body, not being 2 
chartered, representative one, and con- 
sists of. independent, dual and a few 
local unions whose internationals are 
affiliated with the A, F, of J., and 

WHEREAS, Said non bona -fid2 labor 
several occasions inter- 
fered with the harmonious workings 
between locals of internatidail untors 
affiliated with’ the A. F. of I, and 
their respective officers, thereby caus- 
ing unnecessary’ internec'ne _ strife, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED That it is tae serse of 
this convention that lo¢al  unicns 
affiliated with the United Hebrew 
Trades Council, whose parent b-fics 
are affiliated with the A. FP. of L, be 
instructed by ther respect*y> interna- 
tional unions to withdraw from the 
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said United Hebrew Trades Council 
and the Executive Coureil be in- 
structed to notify all interiuational 
unions to that effect. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades, 

Resolution No. 
John Golden, 
We G8 “A 


149—By Delegates 
James Whitehead, U. T. 


WHEREAS—On account of the many 
crafts that come under the jurisdiction 
of the United Textile Workers of 
America, including Cotton, Woolen, 
Silks aod Juce; and 

WHEREAS, It is almost impossible 
for any organizer having no knowledge 
of the many technicalities surrounding 
this vast and complicated industry to 
make much headway .n organizing the 
Textile Operatives; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council be instructed to render all pos- 
sible assistance to the United Textile 
earnest 
endeavor to bring about a better or- 
ganization in the Textile Industry, and 
if possible place the work in the hands 
of one acquainted with the many dif- 
ficulties that exist in the Textile Indus- 
try. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion, 


Resolution No. 150—By Delegate John 
J. Jennings, Central Labor Union, Hud- 
son County, N.°-J.: 

WHEREAS, A portion of the men 
now engaged in the beer brewing in- 
dustry are now on the outside of the A. 
F. of L.; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th annual 
convention of the A. F. of 4. instruct 
its President and the Executive Coun- 
cil to take steps immediately after the 
adjournment of this convention to or- 
ganize all men employea in the beer 
brewing industry under the panner of 
the A. F. of L. 

Adjust- 


Referred to Committee on 


ment. 


Resolution No, 151—By Delegate J. 
P. Holland, for the Central Federated 
Union, New York and vicinity: 


WHEREAS, It is assumed, that an 
appeal of the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen against the 
decision of the American Federation 
of Labor, at its Minneapolis Conven- 
tion in November, 1906, which was, 
“that the said union must cease ad- 
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mitting engineers, firemen, coopers, 
teamsters, etc., into their union, and 
failing to comply that their charter 
be revoked,” will be presented to the 
Norfolk Convention, and 

WHEREAS, It is self-evident that 
as the International Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen refused to 
abide by said decision, they will not 
consent to obey that mandate in the 
future, and 

WHEREAS, In line with said decis- 
ion of the American Federation of 
Labor, there are other affiliated un- 
ions with the American Federation of 
Labor that have suffered becuuse the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen have permitted its local 
unions in various parts of the country 
to admit other than actual brewery 
workmen to membership, and 

WHEREAS, Such cases exist in 
Greater New York, where members of 
the Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
Horseshoers, Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters, Coopers, Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and other trades were forced into 
the Brewery Workers’ Local Unions, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That in the event of 
the appeal of the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen coming 
before the Twenty-seventh Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at Norfolk. Va., with a 
view of reconsidering the revocation of 
their charter, that no such action shall 
be taken until the said International 
Union of the United Brewery Work- 
men shall have transferred all such 
members to their various trade unions, 
and desist in future from admitting 
such men into Brewery Workmen Lo- 
cal Unions. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 152—Ry Delegates 


of International Brothernood of Team- 
sters: 


WHEREAS, The San_ Francisco 
Labor Council and the St Louis Cen- 
tial Body continue to s-x' in 


these 
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nolies members .t a@ danni organiza- 
tion of Teamsters contrury ‘0 the 
decision of z6th annual convention and 
the laws of the A. F. of L..; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That this conventi-n 
instruct the Executive Cvuuacil to re- 
voke the charters of these two central 
bodies within 90 days "ess they 
comply with the law of A. F. of L. 


Referred to Committee on A.just- 
ment, 


Resolution No. 153—By Delegate J. 
P. Holland for the Central Federated 
Union, New York and vicinity: 


WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and vicin- 
ity has, in obedience to the decision 
of the Minneapolis Convention of the 
American Federation of Lavor, expell- 
ed all such unions that were not, and 
refused to affiliate with the national 
or jnternational Union of their trade; 
an 

WHEREAS, These unions so expell- 
ed were Building Trade Unions and 
were connected with rival and antagon- 
istic Central bodies of Greater New 
York; and 

WHEREAS, Local unions of Na- 
tional and International Unions char- 
tered by the American Federation of 
Labor while affiliated with the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of Greater New 
York and vicinity continue to sit with 
and support these expelled unions, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., instruct and direct all National 
and International Unions whose local 
unions are represented in rival and 
antagonistic Central bodies to with- 
draw therefrom at once and affiliate 
with the Building Trades Auxiliary 
now being organized 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades. 


The convention then adjourned to 
2:00 p. m. Thursday, November 14th. 
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FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m. Thursday, November 14th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—Kline, Mockler, Glock- 
ling, Winters, Newton, Wilson (J. T.), 
Walker, Valentine, Carroll, Carey, 
Sheret, Starr, Alpine, Calhoun, Berry, 
Quick (L. W.), Perham, Freel, Calla- 
han. Entenza, Koonce, Langston, John- 
son, Mahoney, Leighton, Richards, Ma- 
loney, Quick (G. F.), Armstrong. Welch, 
Piggott, Robinson (F.), Bogusse, Clin- 
ton, Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, 
Roe, Woodmansie, Virella, Edwards, 
Lowe, Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley. 


Secretary Morrison read the follow- 


ing telegram: 


“Denver, Colo., Nov. 12, 1907. 
“Max Morris, 
care American Federation of 
Labor, Norfolk Va. 
“In hearty accord with Joint Reso- 
lution No. 61 of the City Council of 


Denver, introduced by Supervisors 
Kennehan, Aronson, and Aldermen 
Hyder, Cochran, Cuthbertson, Ma- 


honey, members of organized labor, 
and adopted unanimousiy, I hereby 
extend upon behalf of the city our in- 
vitation to the American Federation of 
Labor to hold its session for 1908 in 
Denver, and tender the use of our 
new Auditorium, being constructed en- 
tirely by union labor. 
“ROBERT W. SPEER, Mayor.” 


Delegate Powell, chairman of the 
Committee on Treasurer’s’ Report, 
read the following: 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 14, 1907. 
Committee on Treasurer Lennon’s 
Report. 

To the American Federation of La- 
bor: 

Gentlemen:—Your Committee on 
Treasurer's Report has examined the 
same and beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing:— 

We find that this report as sub- 
mitted by Treasurer Lennon agrees 
with the reports of your Secretary and 
the Auditing Committee, and as the 
Auditing Committee has examined the 


receipts, vouchers, etc., we feel that 
it is not necessary to make any fur- 
ther examination. 

We also wish to congratulate this 
organization upon its wisdom in con- 
tinuing in office for seventeen (17) 
years a man who has guarded the in- 
terest of this organization so conserv- 
atively as to make it possible to show 
the magnificent balance we have at 
this time. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. J. POWELL, Chairman, 
F. N. ZIHLMAN. 

M. M. HOLZSAGER, 
EDW. ANDERSEN, 

J. G.. BROWN. 

H. G. NOBLE. 

E. B. GOLTRA., 

W. F. COSTELLO. 

THOS. CLARK. 

THOS. C. BADGLEY, Sec. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous, 


Delegate Ryan, Secretary of the 
Committee on Resolutions, reported 
as follows: 


Resolution No. 5.—by Delegate Edw. 


B. Goltra. of the National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, Post Office Clerks have 
for years contended for their right to 
fixed hours and pay, and bills in fur- 
therance of these objects have from 
time to time been introduced in past 
Congresses, and 

WHEREAS, The 59th Congress saw 
fit to classify and fix the pay of clerks 
in lst and 2nd class post offices, but 
neglected to pass or act upon the hour 
measure before them, and 

WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks in full affiliation 
with your honorable body give due 
credit to the A. F. of L. for the assist- 
ance given them in securing the pass- 
age of said salary act, and are of the 
belief the Federation can further aid 
us, therefore be it : 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. of L., as well 
as labor representatives in Congress, 
be, and are hereby instructed. to use 
their utmost means, power, and influ- 
ence to secure for the officers of the 
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National Federation of Post office 
Clerks a hearing in committee on any 
legislation affecting their pay and 
hours that may be introduced and pro- 
posed in the 60th Congress. 


Concurred in by the committee. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.) moved 
that the report be amended by strik- 
ing out the words ‘as well as labor 
representatives in Congress.” (Sec- 
onded). 

Delegate Goltra accepted the 
amendment, and the report as amend- 
ed was adopted. 

Resolution No. 9.—By James F. Scott, 
of Central Trades and Labor Assembly, 
of Tampa, Fla.: 

RESOLVED, That the 1908 Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor be called to order in Tampa, Fla. 

Referred to the Convention by the 
committee to be acted on at the 
proper time. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 14.—By Delegate John 
J. Pfeiffer, of International United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods: 

WHEREAS, The system of the ma- 
jority of the States in leasing the labor 
of convicts to persons and corporations 
for the manufacture and production of 
commodities and articles of commerce, 
is ruinous and detrimental to the inter- 
ests of free labor, and as well also, to 
to the persons doing business with free 
labor; and 


WHEREAS, The several States have 
repeatedly tried to settle this question 
by statutes and by control of lessees 
of convicts, by limiting the output to 
exempted sources, etc., etc, all of 
which, while good or bad to some ex- 
tent or other, have done but little to 


alleviate the harm done by the system: 


aforesaid, but rather have brought on 
a condition of chaotic confusion; and 
WHEREAS, The only manner in 
order to secure uniform and effective 
legislation in the abolishment of the 
said harmful condition seems to be in 
the passage of laws by the Congress of 
the United States: therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By this Convention, 
that a committee of five members be 


appointed to confer with the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor during the time of this Conven- 
tion, and that such committee and the 
Executive Council shall formulate and 
report to this Convention such a plan 
of campaign as will expedite and 
systematize the regulation of the con- 
vict labor question by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 

The committee recommended that 
the resolution be amended by strik- 
ing out the words “by the Federal 
Government,” and concurred in the 
resolution as amended. 

On motion of Vice-President Dun- 
can the resolution was adopted as 
amended. ; 

Resolution No. 15.—By Delegates 
Jas. O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and A. E. 
Ireland, of International Association of 
Machinists: 

WHERBEAS, The employes of the 
United States navy yards and naval 
stations and arsenals are debarred 
from recourse to the civil courts for 
injuries received in their line of duty; 
and 

WHEREAS, The only relief civil em- 
ployes can receive is by an act of Con- 
gress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled, endorse the following bill, and 
instruct its Legislative Committee to 
have same introduced in Congress, and 
use its best endeavors to have same in- 
corporated into law. 

BILL. 


To provide relief for such employes 
in the United States navy yards who 
may be disabled by accident while in 
the performance of duty, and, in the 
event of fatal casualties, for the relief 
of surviving dependents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, that from and@ after the first day 
of July next ensuing, whenever any 
civilian employe of a United States 
navy yard, gun factory or arsenal shall 
be accidentally injured while in the 
performance of duty, he shall be en- 
titled to relief as follows: 


First, To such medical or surgical 
treatment at a government or public 
hospital as in the judgment of the 
superior medical officer of the yard 
may be deemed wise and necessary; 
and while thus under treatment such 
employe shall be subject to the same 
rules and regulations as enlisted men. 
But when the injury is such that the 
patient can be safely removed to his 





XUI 





XUM 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 177 


residence, the commandant shall direct 
that requisite medical or surgical treat- 
ment shall be furnished at his resi- 
dence and both at hospitals and resi- 
dence the treatment and medicine shall 
be furnished free of charge. 


Second. The wages or salary re- 
ceived by such injured employe at the 
time of accident shall be continued to 
him so long as in the judgment of the 
senior medical officer of the yard or 
arsenal he is thereby incapacitated for 
work in his vocation; but in no case 
shall such wages or salary be contin- 
ued for a_longer’ period than six 
months, unless upon the recommenda- 
tion as approved by his department. 

And when such employe shall be dis- 
charged from medical or surgical treat- 
ment he shall have the same preference 
as to employment as is now provided 
for in the rules at the United States 
navy yards, gun factories and arsenals. 


Section 2— 

That in the event of fatal casualties, 
or of death ensuing from accidents 
arising as described in this act, the 
wages or salary reecived at the time of 
accident shall be paid for six months 
succeeding the death of the employe to 
the widow of the deceased, if such sur- 
vives, or to minor children or to par- 
ents who were at the time of the acci- 
dent dependent upon the deceased for 
support. 


Section 3— 

That all moneys payable under the 
provisions of this Act shall be paid by 
the regular disbursing officer of the 
yard or arsenal from the appropria- 
tions made for the use of that depart- 
ment in which the employe accidentally 


injured was employed at the time of 


injury. 


Section 4— 

That throughout this Act the expres- 
sion “Navy yard and arsenal’ shall be 
held to cover such establishments of 
the United States as may be designed 
naval stations and arsenals or by any 
term of like signification. 


The resolution was concurred in by 
the committee. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by 
Treasurer “Wennon, Delegates Furu- 
seth, Ryan (W. D.), Creamer and 
Flynn. 

On motion of Delegate Flynn the 
resolution was recommitted to the 
committee in order that other inter- 
ested parties might have a voice in 
its consideration. 


Resolution No. 16.—By Delegates Jas. 


O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and A. E, Ire- 
land, of International Association of 
Machinists: 


WHEREAS, The general trend 
throughout the country is to give the 
wage earners a half holiday each week, 
and as many cities. counties and states 
have adopted a Saturday half holiday; 
and 


WHEREAS, The federal employes 
of the navy yards, naval stations, arse- 
nals and gun factories have enjoyed a 
Saturday half holiday for several years 
during July, August and September by 
an executive order, 


RESOLVED, That this Convention 
instruct its Legislative Committee to 
prepare and have presented to Con- 
gress, a bill securing for the federal 
employes of navy yards, naval stations, 
arsenals and gun factories, the Satur- 
day half holiday, or use its efforts in 
the direction of securing the adoption 
by Congress of any legislation that 
may be presented seeking to secure the 
Saturday half holiday during July, Au- 
gust and September of each year. 


The committee concurred in the 
resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Vice-President Duncan moved that 
Resolution No. 16 take the same 
course as No. 15, as it was open to the 
same objections. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Resolution No. 18 was withdrawn 
by the introducer, Delegate Cohen of 
Massachusetts. 


Resolution No. 22.—By Delegate J. L. 
Rodier, Central Labor Union, of Wash- 
ington, D. C.: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council, in pursuance of the policy of 
the American Federation of Labor, to 
reward its political friends and punish 
its enemies, is advised and instructed 
to render such assistance to the friends 
of organized labor in primary elec- 
tions as may, in the opinion of the 
Executive Council, be feasible and 
practicable. 


The resolution was non-concurred 
in, as the subject matter was covered 
by the political procedure enacted at 
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the Minneapolis Convention. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution, No. 25—By Delegates 
Santiago Iglesias, Eugenio Sanchez 
and *oaquin Becerril, of Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, More than _ 600,000 
agricultural and industrial workmen, 
including men, women and chil- 
dren, are at vresent in Porto Rico 
in the same deplorable condition as 
in the time of the Spanish regime, ten 
years ago; and 


WHEREAS, The average wages 
paid to the bulk of the working pop- 
ulation of Porto Rico engaged in the 
coffee and sugar industries is 15 cents 
and 45 cents, respectively, for ten 
hours work a day, thus creating a 
condition for them of a most desper- 
ate character: and 


WHEREAS, The_ policy announced 
to the people of Porto Rico by the 
representatives of the American peo- 
ple and the American administration, 
at the time of the occupation of the 
Island, was to the effect that they 
had come to our shores for humanity’s 
sake and work out the saivation of the 
people by giving them _ prorection in 
a civil, political and human rights; 
an 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that the condition prevailing among 
our Brothers in Porto Rico, has im- 
proved little as compared with the 
enslaved and abject condition under 
which they labored in time of the 
Spanish regime notwithstanding the 
enormous increase in the production 
and trade of the island, wages being 
now as low as before and the main 
staple having increased in price about 
40 per cent due to the coauition of busi- 
ness concerns; and 


WHEREAS, The Porto Hican work- 
men have sought relief from their dis- 
tressing condition by organizing trades 
unions, to reduce the excessive work- 
ing hours and increasing the starving 
wages now paid them, as the only 
means of raising the standard of man- 
hood and labor to the level on which 
eur Nation stands; and 


WHEREAS. The Porto Rican labor 
organizations. which are a part of the 
American Federation of Labor, having 
endeavored persistently to secure for 
Porto Rican workmen a fair share of, 
the rights to which they are entitled, 
to command for them more respect, 
consideration and material advance- 
ment, and to work out their salvation, 
and their efforts having failed, due to 
the absolute lack of protection on the 
part of those charged with the enforce- 
ment of the law; and 


WHEREAS. _The_ Porto’ Rican 
workmen have been in the past, and 
probably will continue to be in the 
future, subject to untold persecutions 


and shameful treatment at the hands 
of officials when they seek to improve 
their conditions by means of peaceful 
strike: and 


WHEREAS, The Legislative Assem- 
ly of Porto Rico has committed it- 
self against the enactment of labor 
laws to better the condition of the 
workmen, and further more, no re- 
commendation to that effect has ever 
been made by the Governor of the Is- 
land to the Legislature, while capital 
is afforded every opportunity to in- 
crease their resources and encroaching 
power to the detriment and injury 
of the labor interests, the needs and 
problems of which are ignored and 
contemptuously treated; and 


WHEREAS, There are at present 
in Porto Rico, two hundred thousand 
children under 14 years of age who 
are being deprived of an education 
on account of the fact that the local 
government has failed to provide a 
sufficient number of schools and 
teachers; and 


WHEREAS, A large number of said 
children are now being employed and 
exploited in factories and other es- 
tablishments with great risk to their 
lives: and 


WHEREAS, The American people 
and their administration, being well 
aware of their responsibilities toward 
Porto Rico, are in duty bound 
not to allow the prosperity and prog- 
ress of the Island to be at-the mercy 
of capital combinations, by making 
of it a factory worked by slaves with 

hardly any pay fo cover the neces- 
sities of life; and 


WHEREAS, The _ opportunities to 
reasonably improve the social and eco- 
nomic conditions of our agricultural 
laborers, which are far from being that 
enjoyed by their brothers in America, 

may be retarded indefinitely due te 
the spurious Americanization of th 
island by the Executive paca a 
Upper House of the Legislature ap- 
pointed by the President—which ab- 
solutely controls the affairs of the 
island, and which is wrongfully using 
its powers to grant franchises to cor- 
porations to the detriment of the peo- 
ple of Porto Rico at large, and espe- 


cially of the working classes, while 
the latter are denied legislation to 
protect their lives and _ interests; 
and 

WHEREAS, The_ Americanization 


thus carried on in Porto Rico could 
better be called the trusts’ exploitation 
of our weak and impoverished work- 
men, whose present condition will not 
materially change unless the Américan 
people and the administration at Wash- 
ington interfere in their behalf to put 
a stop to these evils; and 


WHEREAS, The Insular Adminis- 
tration in Porto Rico is engaging in 
public work, an enormous amount 
of convict labor, without profit to the 
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eople, and to the detriment of many 
housands of laborers who are de- 
prived of a honest living: and 
WHEREAS, The. present political 
status of Porto Rico is considered 
disgraceful by politicians and capital- 
ists, the United States Congress hav- 
ing denied citizenship and _ self-gov- 
ernment to Porto Rico and_ still 
worse, the social and financial ty- 
ranny in which both capitalists and 
politicians, arm-in-arm with’ the trusts 
have held the working population of 
the island under a system of govern- 
ment incompatible with American 
principles and American decency; and 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
in Porto Rico that certain corpora- 
tions now engaged in business there 
and more commonly known as the 
sugar corporations or trusts, and the 
tobacco trust, actually own in viola- 
tion of the Foraker act. more than 
5.000 acres of land and hold the same 
through the agency of third parties, 
who pretend to be the actual owners, 
all of which is to the great prejudice of 
the laboring class and the small 
farmers. who are induced to dispose 
of their holdings by the offer of a 
fairly. good price and the _ probabil- 
ty of a ruinous competition should 
they be differently inclined; and 


WHEREAS, The President of the 
United States may within his power 
effect a change for the better for the 
benefit of the population of the island 
by only directing the officials there to 
discontinue the policy followed here- 
tofore for the Americanization or the 
island, and that new methods in har- 
mony with American principles and 
ideas be established. and 


WHEREAS. We have placed our 
confidence and trust and the defense of 
our case not only in the wise and far- 
sighted American Federation of La- 
bor. but also in the_ hands of the 
Washington officials. Therefore 


BE IT RESOLVED. By the 27th 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that a committee 
be appointed which jointly with the 
Porto Rican delegation, and presided 
over by the President of tne American 
Federation of Labor, shall call on the 
President of the United States, and 
transmit to him the following recom- 
mendations: 


1. That American citizenship be 
granted to Porto Rico; 


2. That practical and necessary 
economies be introduced in the appro- 
priations for the personnel of the Insu- 
lar Administration; 


8. That the school appropriation be 
Inereased to twice the amount now 
expended annually and that an in- 
vestigation be made of the reasons 
why $80,000 worth of school books 
have been destroyed during recent 
years by the Department of Educa- 


tion; 

4. That the salaries of the Porto 
Rican school teachers be placed on 
the same scale as those paid to Amer- 
ican teachers; 

5. That the eight-hour working-day 
act, and the labor-liability act of the 
country, shall be observed and enforced 
by the different heads of the Insular 
Depatment; 


6. The radical abolishment of cone 
vict labor in public works; 


- 


7. Payment to workmen engaged in 

overnment work in_ Porto Rico of 
iving wages compatible with decent 
gzovernment, and proper increase over 
the 40 and 50 cents 10 nours a day 
scale; 


8. That the Executive Council in 
Porto Rico be directed to investigate 
and prosecute all corporations hold- 
ing more than 5,000 acres of land in 
violation of the Foraker Act. and 
enjoined from grantingg franchises 
which are a burden to the people of 
Porto Rico.. 


9. Enactment of the following acts 
by the Executive Council and Insular 
Legislature: An act to protect the 
agricultural laborer, working in sugar 
and_ other factories. from being paid 
in chips, tins of any other like device, 
but in American legal currency. An 
act to protect workmen from the mer- 
cilessness of trusts, sugar factories. 
An act providing for a thorough in- 
spection of factories. shops, apartment 
buildings and all kinds of establish- 
ments, for the purpose of improving 
the sanitary condition thereof 


10. That the Insular Police force in 
Porto Rico shall not longer be used 
as an effective means of breaking 
strikes and terrorizing people while 
peacefully demanding better wages or 
better treatment. 


11. The establishment of a branch 
of the Labor Bureau in Porto Rico 
for the benefit of the people of the 
island; and 


12. The enactment of a law_pro- 
hibiting the employment of children 
under the ages of 14 years in factories, 
work-shops and like establishments; 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the aroresaid com- 
mittee shall discharge tne duties here- 
inbefore stated before tne president of 
the United States, soon as_ possible 
after the adjournment of the 27th con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

. 

The committee concurréd in Reso- 
lution No. 25, as amended by the 
committee, by some slight changes in 
the phraseology. 

Treasurer Lennon—TI desire to offer 
an addition or amendment to the res- 
olution. as follows: 

RESOLVED, That the American 
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Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, believes Porto Rico to be a 
part of the United States, we there- 
fore declare it to be our opinion that 
a territorial form of government 
should be initiated in Porto Rico by 
the Congress of the United States, 
without further delay, to the end that 
the people of the island be enabled 
to rapidly develop full and complete 
self-government, 

Delegate Cohen stated that the 
amendment offered by Treasurer 
Lennon was a separate resolution, and 
moved that it go to the committee 
and take the course of other resolu- 
tions. (Seconded). 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate Walker (J. H.), Delegate Hayes 
(Max), Vice-President Duncan, Dele- 
gate Wilson (W. B.), Delegate Fur- 
useth. 


The motion to recommit was car- 
ried. 


Resolution No. 27.—By Edward 
Cohen, Massachusetts Federation of 
Labor: 


RESOLVED, That the Massachu- 
setts State Branch American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in convention assem- 
bled, demand that the Executive 
Council, American Federation of La- 
bor, be authorized to select a com- 
mittee of three. one from the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of _ Electrical 
Workers, one from the anternational 
Association of Machinists, and one 
from the Shipwrights and Carpenters 
Union such members to be in good 
standing in their respective unions; 
this committee to organize and con- 
duct a campaign in the United States, 
to the end that all ships built and 
repaired for the government shall be 
built and repaired in the navy yards, 
and that this committee meet as soon 
as possible after its selection and or- 
ganize, and that each member of said 
committee receive $24 per week, and 
all necessary expenses, viz: 
fare and hotel expenses not to exceed 
$1.50 per day. The said committee to 
report at the next session of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 


The committee non-concurred in 
the resolution. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 29—By Delegate 
Edward Cohen, State Branch Massa- 
chusetts: 

WHEREAS, Under our present pos- 
tal laws, inadequate arrangements are 


made to convey small parcels through 
the mails, greatly to the inconven- 


railroad - 


ience and expense of the general pub- 
lic, and 

WHEREAS, The system prevailing 
has materially aided in accumulating 
large fortunes for express companies 
who, holding as they do, a monopoly 
in this direction, compel the public 
to pay a prohibitive price for the con- 
veyance of small parcels. 


RESOLVED, That the postal laws 
should be amended so as to provide 
for the conveyance of small parcels 
through the mails at reasonable rates 
and in conformity to the rates to for- 
eign countries, 

RESOLVED That if approved, the 
Executive Council shall make this one 
of the preferred measures to secure 
to the people, at the next session of 
Congress, such legislation as will ter- 
minate the present unjust conditions. 


The committee concurred in the 
resolution when amended by chang- 
ing the word “in” in the second Re- 
solve to ‘to’ and striking out the 
words ‘so-called’ in the second 
Whereas. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 30—By Delegate 
Abraham Rosenberg, I. L. G. W. U.: 


WHEREAS, The political unrest 
and religious persecutions, now pre- 
vailing in several countries in Eastern 
Europe are resulting in the increase 
of the volume of immigration into the 


United States from the above coun- 
tries; and 
WHEREAS, These immigrants, 


ignorant cof the American wage earn- 
ers’ methods of organized resistance 
against the oppression of their em- 
ployers, are compelled to work for 
wages any unscrupulous employer 
may offer, and thereby becoming a@ 
menace to the welfare of the Ameri- 
can wage earners, and 


WHEREAS, The only method hith- 
erto adopted by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor in dealing with the 
immigration problem, has been in car- 
rying on an agitation for restrictive 
legislation, which proved itself to be 
futile and ineffective: and 


WHEREAS, The only method of 


, organizing these immigrants is bv car- 


rying on among them written and 
— agitation for trade unionism; 
an 


WHEREAS, The only literature ac- 
cessible to them is either of a purely 
capitalistic or socialistic character, 
and have no means of becoming im- 
bued with ideas of trade unionism: 
an 


WHEREAS, The trade union pro- 
paganda of the American Federation 
of Labor carried on by organizers and 
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writers who are ignorant of the lan- 
guage and character. of the immi- 
rants can therefore be of no use to 
hem; be it therefore 

RESOLVED By the delegates to 
the twenty-seventh annual convention 
of the A. F. of L., assembled in Nor- 
folk, Va. that the Executive Council 
be instructed to devise ways and means 
of bringing these immigrants into the 
ranks of organized labor. by publish- 
ing trade union literature and ap- 
pointing organizers who shall teach 
them the ideas of unionism in their 
own language. 


The committee recommended that 
the subject matter be referred to the 
Executive Council, and that they use 
their best judgment in the matter. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 33.—By Delegate 
Harry DeVaux, the Actors National 
Protective Union: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor formulate an amendment to 
the anti-trust law, to be submitted to 
Congress at its session of 1907-8, 
which shall include in the statutes 
governing combinations restraining 
trade known as “The Trusts,” the 
business enterprises known as the va- 
rious “Theatrical Syndicates.” placing 
them in the same position under gov- 
ernmental supervision as is defined 
under the present law covering these 
combinations of capital who practice 
practical and complete monopoly and 
criminal restraint of trade. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution .be referred to Execu- 
tive Council, with request that they 
make a full and complete investiga- 
tion and act as their best judgment 
dictates. 


On motion the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in. 


Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 


Delegate Cottrell asked the privilege 
of the floor for Delegate C. O. Young, 
spokesman for the delegation from 
the State of Washington. 

Delegate Young made a brief ad- 
dress in which he spoke of a former 
visit of President Gompers to the 
State of Washington and his admira- 
tion of trophies of the chase shown 
him by members of organized labor 
in that State, and on behalf of or- 
ganized labor in the State of Wash- 
ington presented to President Gom- 


pers a handsomely antlered elk’s 
head. 

President Gompers made a short 
address in which he expressed appre- 
ciation of the gift. 

Delegate Ryan (F. M.) asked as to 
the reference of some resolutions in- 
troduced by his organization, and 
stated that they were not referred to 
the committees he wished them re- 
ferred to. 

After a short explanation by Secre- 
tary Morrison. Treasurer Lennon an- 
nounced that all resolutions had been 
referred to committees in accordance 
with provisions of the constitution. 

Treasurer Lennon introduced to the 
convention B. F. Chapman, Fraternal 
Delegate from the Farmers’ Educa- 
tional and Co-operative Union of 
Texas, who made the following ad- 
dress: 

Norfolk, Va., Nov. 15th, 1907. 
Mr. Chairman, and Members of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


It is, indeed, my pleasure, no less my 
privilege, to appear before this dis- 
tinguished body of labor leaders on 
this occasion, and extend to you frater- 
nal greetings from the organized far- 
mers of the South and especially of 
Texas. I know your time is valuable 
and that much business demands your 
consideration; therefore, I shall crowd 
my remarks into a very few moments. 

In accepting your kind and cordial 
invitation to attend this great conven- 
tion and bring greetings from the or- 
ganized farmers of Texas, this honor 
has fallen to my lot by reason of the 
inability of our President to attend 
your meeting. I want to assure you 
that he would have been here in per- 
son but for the cotton situation being 
so grave that he could not leave his 
post of duty, and I am here in his 
stead to bear this message from him 
and the organized farmers of Texas. 

The great principle underlying your 
grand organization is the foundation 
stone of ours. The great incentive that 
moved your people to organization was 
the impelling force of ours. While we 
fill different spheres in Jife our com- 
mon cause is the same. These great 
fraternal organizations have taught the 
world a great lesson that must abide 
in the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. The world is hap- 
pier, wiser and richer than it could 








182 


have been without these organizations. 
Today the world’s business is balanced 
and regulated by the different organi- 
zations. 

The possibilities for the future are 
much greater than the accomplish- 
ments of the past. But a short while 
has elapsed since organized labor has 
been felt as a power. It is of very 
recent date that the world has properly 
understood the objects and aims of 
your organization and today public sen- 
timent is rapidly changing in your fa- 
wor. The spirit of fraternal feeling 
brings all the people nearer and nearer 
together. The time is coming when 
all the people will know the Father- 
hood of God and brotherhood of man. 
The millennium of peace spoken of in 
the scriptures must be fulfilled some 
time, and why not when all are brought 
within the bonds of a common brother- 
hood? The time is coming when all 
labor organizations will have some 
kind of organic union in utter sympa- 
thy with each other. 

The farmer in his fight against the 
manipulators of markets is entitled to 
the sympathy of his fellow-men be- 
cause he is only working to put out of 
business a system that robs mankind 
and is destructive to the best interests 
of our common country. Just so with 
all labor organizations; they are striv- 
ing to obtain a just compensation for 
their toil without disturbing the legiti- 
mate business of our country. 


Five years have elapsed since the 
farmers of Texas profiting from the 
examples taught by organized labor in 
its various crafts, chose to do for 
themselves what you have done, and 
are doing, for yourselves. The great 
need of our organization is best shown 
by our rapid growth. In Texas we now 
have a membership of more than two 
hundred thousand, and we number in 
all the States more than one and a 
half million members. 

We, in our pursuits of toil, make 
possible the abundant supply of raw 
materials that feed and clothe the 
entire civilized human race. These 
materials when touched by the refining 
hand of labor in your lines are trans- 
formed into articles of more useful- 
mess. 
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As first producers of wealth, we are 
anxious to see all labor share in an 


equitable distribution. While you sell 
your penned up energy of mind and 
muscle as labor, we sell ours in the 
form of some commodity; each is en- 
titled to a fair reward. 

It shall not fall within the province 
of my remarks to discuss our successes 
or failures, but more particularly to di- 
rect your attention to some of the 
principles of our organization. Our or- 
ganic principle and maxim is: “Equity, 
Justice and the Golden Rule”, and in 
making an application of these, we 
can certainly see the justice for all 
organized labor. Ours being a_ busi- 
ness organization is strictly non-parti- 
san in politics. We recognize every 
individual’s right to choose whatsoever 
political beliefs he may desire. 

There are certain unfair laws on the 
statutes which we hope to see amended, 
and there are some needs of other 
wholesome laws we wish to see en- 
acted. We have had our legislative 
boards to appear before the law-mak- 
ing bodies with good results, and im 
mentioning this I cannot refrain from 
referring to the valuable co-operation 
received from organized labor im 
Texas. 

In our conventions are settled all 
legislative matters affecting us as a 
particular class. When our policies 
and measures are agreed upon, this in- 
formation is furnished to our entire 
membership, who as individuals ques- 
tion aspirants to offices on all our 
measures. Those who are unfriendly 
are let stay at home. 

At the end of each session of our 
legislature, a report is compiled show- 
individual’s vote on such 
measures as we present. These records 
are furnished in printed form to our 
entire membership, and occasionally 
results in the retirement of unloyal 
servants from public trusts. We have 
elected a national legislative board, 
who will present our claims to Con- 
gress. 

We are committed against child la- 
bor in the mines and factories, and 
it is our further purpose to reduce 
child labor on the farms by making 
our industry a more remunerative one. 

In the proper education of the 
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youth lies the destiny of any nation. 
We stand a united body for a compul- 
sory school law. 

As will be seen by referring to a 
part of your President’s report, we 
are educating our people to patronize 
union-made goods. We are continually 
keeping the matter fresh before their 
minds. They understand that a union 
label means fair working conditions. 
We have adopted a label for our farm 
products, and we invite your patron- 
age for the same. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that I 
am proud that I live in a time when 
labor organizations are doing so much 
for the uplifting of mankind. I wel- 
come all organizations and bid them 
God speed that have for their aims 
the bettering of conditions for the 
working classes. 

I thank you for this opportunity and 
sincerely wish that your entire meet- 
ing may be crowned with success. 

Delegate Hayes (Max) moved that 
the address of Fraternal Delegate 
Chapman be made a part of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Sullivan suggested that in 
addition to publishing it in the pro- 
ceedings it also be published in the 
next issue of the Federationist. 

The suggestion was incorporated in 
the original motion, which was then 
carried. 


Secretary Morrison—The Adjustment 
Committee desires to refer Resolution 
No. 61 to the Committee on Organiza- 
tion and Resolution No. 52 to the Com- 
mittee on Law. : 

No objection being offered, the reso- 
lutions were so referred. 

Secretary Morrison—Quite a num- 
ber of resolutions from various local 
unions throughout the country in re- 
gard to the Brewery Workers have 
been introduced. The Secretary can 
read them to the Convention if you 
wish, or they can be referred to the 
Adjustment Committee that has this 
matter under advisement. 

On motion of Delegate Brinkman the 
resolutions were referred to the Ad- 
justment Committee. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred to the various 
committees: 


Resolution No. 154—By Delegate 
James P. Holland, for the Central Fed- 
erated Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Union holds a cnarter from the 
American Federation of Labor and is 
affiliated with the Central Federated 
Union, and 

WHEREAS, A certain number of 
men, under the guidance of one Guth- 
rie, alleged to have a National Union of 
that industry, and are represented in 
the Plan of Arbitration at New York 
City, together with Local Unions of 
National and _ International Unions 
chartered by the American Federation 
of Labor, and 

WHEREAS, This Mr. Gutfirie and his 
men have and do embrace every oppor- 
tunity to act as strike-breakers against 
the legitimate Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters’ Union, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor to instruct 
and direct all National and Interna- 
tional Unions whose Local Unions are 
connected with the said Plan of Arbi- 
tration, to vote for the unseating of all 
dual non-affiliated unions from said 
plan,and to recognize only such central 
bodies as are chartered by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 





Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 155—By Delegate 
Harry Bosworth, of the Journeymen 
Stone Cutters’ Association of North 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Journeymen Stone 
Cutters of North America, hold a 
charter from the American Federation 
of Labor, and have a Local in every city 
of importance in North America, and 

WHEREAS, The National Cut Stone 
Contractors’ Association have organ- 
ized a certain number of men under the 
leadership of one Guthrie and 15 mem- 
bers of an Executive Board in a so- 
called “National Union of Stone Cut- 
ters”, who are represented in the “Plan 
of Arbitration” at New York City to 
disrupt the organization of Journey- 
men Stone Cutters of North America, 
and 

WHEREAS, This Guthrie and his 
hirelings do embrace every opportunity 
to act as strike breakers and enemies 
to the Journeymen Stone Cutters of 
North America at the behest of the 
“National Cut Stone Contractors’ As- 
sociation,” notably at Toronto, Ont., 
Milwaukee, Wis., Washington, D. C., 
Bedford, Ind., and many other locali- 
ties. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 


Convention of the A. F. of L. to in- 
struct and direct all National and In- 
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ternational Unions that have Locals 
connected with the “Plan of Arbitra- 
tion” in the city of New York, and 
other central bodies in other cities af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L. to refuse 
to sit with or encourage in any way 
the so-called ‘‘National Stone Cut- 
ters’ Association.” 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 156—By Delegates 
T. A. Rickert, B. A. Larger, M. A. Mc- 
Mahon, Sarah Hagan, and S. L. Lan- 
ders, representing the U. G. W. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The Rochester Clothing 
Exchange, having been placed on the 
unfair list of the A. F. of L. owing to 
their effort to exterminate the local 
unions of the United Garment Workers 
of America in the city of Rochester, 
N. Y., and 


WHEREAS. Asaresult of said ac- 
tion of the A. F. of L., and the splendid 
asistance given by its allied organiza- 
tions and individual membership, the 
city of Rochester has been reduced 
from a leading, first-line clothing in- 
dustrial center to that of a deteriorat- 
ing sixth-line clothing center; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. re-affirm 
its previous decisions, and request its 
allied organizations to keep up the 
good work against the Rochester Cloth- 
ing Exchange, until said combine deals 
fairly with its employes and the United 
Garment Workers of America. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 157—By Delegate J. P. 
Holland, for the Central Federated Un- 
ion of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., hereby directs that all National 
and International Unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor 
order all of their Local Unions who are 
affiliated with State Federations or' 
City Central Bodies, wherein are rep- 
resented independent, suspended, dual 
or seceding unions, to withdraw from 
such bodies within 90 days after the 
adjournment of this Convention, or the 
Executive Council stand instructed to 
revoke the charter of such National or 
International Union which fails to en- 
force this mandate. 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades. 


Resolution No. 158—By Delegate J. P. 
Holland, for the Central Federated Un- 
ion of Greater New York and Vicinity: 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty- Sev- 
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enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., direct the Executive Council to 
enforce Art. XI, Sec. 2 of the Constitu- 
tion, which reads: 

“It shall be the duty of all National 
and International Unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct their Local Unions to join 
chartered Central Labor Bodies and 
State Federations in their vicinity 
where such exist. Similar instructions 
shall be given by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to all Trade and Federal 
Labor Unions under its jurisdiction.” 

And notify all Nationa: and Inter- 
national Unions to so instruct Local 
Unions in localities where such Central 
Bodies exist. Failure to comply within 
60 days after the adjournment of this 
Convention, the charter of such Na- 
tional or International Union to be 
revoked. 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades. 


Resolution No. 159—By Delegate 
Jas. P. Holland, Central Federated Un- 
ion, New York: 


We, the undersigned Local Unions, 
Nos. 558, 420, 586, 584, 483, 732, 490, 
912, 141, 295, 852, 971, 587, 161 and 
286, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
America, do hereby submit the follow- 
ing Grievances and Resolutions: 

WHEREAS, At the Louisville conven 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor a final decision was rendered 
on the application of the National Pa- 
per Hangers Protective and Beneficial 
Association of America. To-wit: That 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paper Hangers of America 
grant the Paper Hangers the autonomy 
=r trade under their jurisdiction; 
an 

WHEREAS, In conformity with this 
decision a basis for amalgamation was 
had at the Detroit Convention of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers of America with 
the National Paper Hangers’ Protec- 
tive and Beneficial Association, through 
their authorized representative, and 
later adopted by the Brotherhood by a 
referendum of the Brotherhood, grant- 
ing absolute trade autonomy, and 

WHEREAS, In compliance with the 
decision of the Louisville Convention 


“of the American Federation of Labor 


and the above action of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Pa- 
per Hangers of America, all Local Un- 
ions of the National Paper Hangers’ 
Protective and Beneficial Association 
affiliated with the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paper Hang- 
ers of America, and 

WHEREAS, Two (2) years later the 
Constitution was (under protest, the 
Paper Hangers not voting) amended by 
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the Brotherhood, discriminating 
against the Paper Hangers; and 

WHEREAS, At the Memphis Con- 
vention the Constitution was revised, 
and later adopted by referendum, also 
adopting a constitutional section re- 
affirming the agreement made at the 
Detroit Convention of the Brotherhood, 
and at the same time adopting three 
(3) sections entirely nullifying the sec- 
tion giving justice to the Paper Hang- 
ers, and 

WHEREAS, The General Executive 
Board has failed to enforce the laws of 
the Brotherhood, also failed to render 
decisions fair to the Paper Hangers, 
and also allowed discriminations to be 
enforced against various Paper Hang- 
ers of the United States, also refusing 
to grant charters to Paper Hangers’ 
Locals, organized since the Detroit 
Convention, which is against the spirit 
of the agreement reached at that time; 
also refusing to compel other members 
of the Brotherhood to transfer to the 
Paper Hangers’ Locals, when working 
at Paper Hanging, which is an abso- 
lute violation of the Detroit agree- 
ment, thereby making it impossible for 
the Paper Hangers’ Locals to control 
their trade, and has from time to time 
discriminated against the Paper Hang- 
ers, and we have from time to time ap- 
pealed to the General Executive Board 
for redress and only to receive indefi- 
nite decisions; and 

WHEREAS, We have exhausted 
every effort on our part to get justice 
and lawful decisions at the hand of 
the General Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the under- 
signed Local Unions of the Brother- 
hood present this resolution and griev- 
ance to the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, as they were a 
party to the amalgamation of the Paper 
Hangers with the Painters, and appeal 
to them to assist. us to compel the 
enforcement of the Constitution of the 
Brotherhood, as adopted at the Detroit 
Convention in 1901, and ratified by the 
Scranton Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, 1901, and re- 
affirmed by the Memphis General As- 
sembly of Painters, Decorators and Pa- 
per Hangers of America in 1905. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 160—By Delegate 


Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National 
Protective Union: 
WHEREAS, The American Labor 


movement as recognized by its affilia- 
tion with the American Federation of 
Labor organizes the various Interna- 
tional, Local and Federated Trades 
Unions, State Federation Bodies, and 
Local City Central Bodies, duly char- 
tered and all recognizing the solidarity 
of the labor movement and imbued with 


the principles of mutual protection, 
and 

WHEREAS, The various indepen- 
dent United Hebrew Trades throughout 
the United States are interfering with 
the progress of the various associated 
and affiliated unions and are going to 
the extreme by recommending to sup- 
ply their members in places where 
members of the A. F. of L. Unions are 
forced into a trade dispute, be it 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated 
bodies with the A. F. of L. must with- 
draw from all such United Hebrew 
Trades within 60 days after the ad- 
journment of this Convention, or the 
charter of every union refusing to 
comply shall stand forfeited. 


Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Trades. 


Resolution No. 161—By Delegate 
Jno. B. Lennon, Tailors’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The non-partisan move- 
ment for installing the Initiative and 
Referendum in our country’s govern- 
ment, started by our Convention in 
1892, and accentuated in 1901 by Presi- 
dent Gompers, the Executive Council, 
and the Annual Convention, has since 
been taken up by most of the non- 
partisan organizations that are opposed 
to the ruling few, and during the past 
year the movement reached a place 
where it was sweeping everything be- 
fore it, which caused the monopolists 
and their attorneys to openly combat 
it or suffer immediate and complete 
defeat; and 

WHEREAS, The issue is so clear 
that the monopolists’ deceptive argu- 
ments have not stayed the tide, which 
should be augmented by the systematic 
questioning of the candidates that are 
to come before the primaries and con- 
ventions of the parties not yet pledged 
to the people’s rule, each candidate’s 
attitude to be reported to the voters, 
followed at a later day by the ques- 
tioning of the nominees, State and Na- 
tional, and the widespread publication 
of their replies; and 

WHEREAS, For the purpose of or- 
ganizing the liberty-loving people of 
this country to systematically do this 
work throughout the United States, 
also to publish and distribute a cam- 
paign text-book, and for the interro- 
gating, funds are absolutely necessary, 
and as the object is to terminate spe- 
cial privileges, the funds must come 
from the people in general, including 
trade unionists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled at Norfolk, that our Executive 
Council be directed to issue in behalf 
of this non-partisan Initiative and 
Referendum movement an appeal for 
funds, and to mail a copy to each af- 
filiated union‘including the Locals at- 
tached to the Internationals and Na- 
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tionals, also to such of the Societies of 
Equity, Farmers’ Unions, Granges, 
Woman Suffrage Associations and other 
organizations as it may deem advis- 
able, using, if thought best, a News 
Letter entered as second-class mail 
matter, which publication may be is- 
sued as frequently as the needs of the 
situation may demand, provided the 
entire cost be defrayed from the spe- 
cial fund; and 

RESOLVED, That the appeal shall 
designate a trade union official to re- 
ceive trade union funds, the disburse- 
ment of which shall be by order of the 
Executive Council, or a committee 
to be named by it, also that the Execu- 
tive Council be authorized to take 
such additional non-partisan action as 
in a judgment will promote the cause; 
an 

RESOLVED, That every voter in the 
land is urged to agree with his fellow- 
citizens that he will vote only for such 
candidates and nominees as are pledged 
to the restoration of the people’s rule. 
Today, as in 1776, the establishment of 
political liberty is the paramount issue. 


Why should voters choose between 
would-be rulers, when they can at 
once become the sovereign power? 


And, be it further 

RESOLVED, That we proclaim to 
the world that the epoch-making 
achievement of restoring self-govern- 
ment to the American people will not 
be due to any political party, but to the 
non-partisan movement, a leading part 
of which is the Federated Trade 
Unions. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 162—By Dele- 
gate J. B. Conroy, St. Louis Central 
Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, It has become apparent 
to all of the affiliated unions of the 
A. F. of L. that an attempt is being 
made to coerce their members employed 
in breweries to desert their respective 
unions, by an organization not affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L.; and . 

WHEREAS, A large number of men 
employed in the industry of beer mak- 
ing desire protection by affiliation with 
the A. F. of L. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor instruct its Executive 
Council to issue charters to such men 
employed in the beer making indus- 
try, as will comply with all the laws 
ef the American Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 

Resolution No. 163—By Delegate 
J. M. Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


Strike out Section 3 of Art. III of 
the Constitution, and substitute the 
following: The following committees, 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


consisting of fifteen members each, 
shall be appointed by the President: 
Rules and Order of Business, Organiza- 
tion, Labels, Local or Federated Bodies, 
Education, State Organization, Boycotts 
and’ Building Trades. 

The Committees, consisting of fifteen 
members each, on President’s Report, 
Secretary and Treasurer’s Report, Res- 
olutions, Laws and Adjustments, shall 
be elected in the following manner: 
Nominations for members of all these 
committees shall be made at one time. 
The election to determine the personnel 
of the respective committees. The 
nominees in the order of the highest 
number of votes received shall fill the 
committees in the order in which the 
committees are herein named. 


Referred to Committee on Law. 


Resolution No. 164—By"™Delegate D. 
L. Russell, of Commercial Telegraphers’ 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Two public service cor- 
porations, the Western Union Tele- 
graph Company, and the Postal Tele- 
graph Company, respectively, in return 
for extraordinary privileges, having 
obligated themselves to the people of 
the United States to accept for trans- 
mission, to forward rapidly over an 
electric wire, and to deliver promptly, 
a, ene designated as telegrams; 
ané 

WHEREAS, It has been decided by 
unquestioned judicial authority that 
the said companies must accept all mes- 
sages tendered to them in the proper 
manner, which are not contrary to pub- 
lic policy; and 


WHEREAS, The said companies can 
legitimately evade responsibility of 
monetary loss or mental anguish 
caused by failure to deliver such mes- 
sages promptly on only one ground, 
which is what is termed “Acts of God,” 
such as fires, earthquakes, destructive 
storms, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, The _ said companies, 
during a recent strike of its telegra- 
phers, which lasted for more than three 
months, did, through the imposition of 
an unwarranted limitation; namely, a 
refusal to accept messages unless ten- 
dered “subject to delay,” violate their 
obligations, and, in consequence there- 
of, cause heavy financial losses, unpar- 
alleled disturbance tothe business in- 
terests of the country, and untold social 
inconvenience, by accepting messages 
under the “subject to delay” reserva- 
tion, and then handling the same 
through the medium of the United 
States mails via the express companies 
and by other unlawful contrivances; 
and 

WHEREAS, Despite the fact that 
the companies employed inexpensive 
and prolix makeshifts for the purpose 
of disposing of messages entrusted to 
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their care, with the expectation that 
such messages would be expeditiously 
forwarded, the companies continued to 
charge the full telegraphic tolls for 
their vastly cheaper and outrageously 
inferior service, misleading and de- 
frauding private persons, government 
officials, and commercial enterprises, 
by the publication of statements to the 
effect that their facilities were “nor- 
mal”; and 


WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the 
existence or non-existence of strikes, 
the charters of the companies, except 
as hereinbefore indicated, do not en- 
able them to exercise discretionary 
powers, nor to make use of unspecified 
privileges, nor to seek refuge under 
the cover of removable disabilities; but, 
on the contrary, their franchises make 
it an imperative duty of the companies, 
regardless of how burdensome or exor- 
bitant the exactions of the competent 
help necessary to the proper conduct 
of their business may appear, to ful- 


fill their obligations at all times; and — 


WHEREAS, During the period men- 
tioned, 15,000 idle telegraphers, the 
only available persons qualified to do 
the work for which the said companies 
were chartered to perform, offered 
their services, subject to terms and 
conditions which the said telegraphers 
had a perfect lawful right to demand; 
nevertheless, the companies refused the 
said offer, and for many weeks there- 
after flagrantly and defiantly ignored 
both the spirit and the letter of the 
laws under which they were entitled to 
operate, in the meantime subjecting 
the messages of their patrons to dis- 
astrous delays and indescribable muti- 
lation, because of failure to employ the 
requisite number of operators and be- 
cause of the puny efforts and exhausted 
eondition of a few grossly incompe- 
tent, misguided individuals who were 
bribed into the companies’ hire; and 


WHEREAS, The companies had’ ab- 
solutely no pretense of right, excuse, 
or justification for the denial of the 
efficient service they bound themselves 
to give to their patrons, especially 
when, as can be demonstrated, there 
was an abundance of skilled telegra- 
phers in the country, which the com- 
panies had ample opportunity to en- 
gage; and 


WHEREAS, This remarkable exam- 
ple of corporate abuse should not be 
allowed to pass unnoticed, and, for 
many reasons, obvious and otherwise, 
the full extent of the injury done and 
hardships caused by the wholesale 
elosing of thousands of branch offices, 
the unlawful practices and fraudulent 
devices resorted to by the companies 
ean be effectually determined only by 
a Congressional investigation inte the 
eause of and responsibility for the 


recent country-wide strike of the 
Commercial Telegraphers; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 


Committee of the American Federation 
of Labor be, and hereby is, instructed 
to draft and present, at the earliest 
possible moment, a petition to the Con- 
gress of the United States of America 
calling upon that body to forthwith 
institute and conduct an exhaustive 
inquiry into the causes of the illegal 
practices and fraudulent devices re- 
sorted to by the telegraph companies 
during, and the evil effects of the late 
strike of the Commercial Telegraphers; 
and, be it further : 

RESOLVED, That the said petition 
contain a demand for the passage of 
stringent laws to prevent a repetition 
of the acts complained of and to pro- 
tect and maintain the rights and inter- 
ests of patrons of the telegraph ser- 
vice at all times, and particularly upon 
occasions when such service may be 
totally disabled or partially inoperative 
whether such disability or inoperation 
be due to strikes, storms, fires, earth- 
quakes, or other interruptions; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That said petition con- 
tain a demand upon Congress to devise 
ways and means of effectively prevent- 
ing the telegraph companies from 
handling the messages of their patrons 
“subject to delay,” or by any method, 
or in any manner, other than the trans- 
mission of the same over electric w’”es, 
or through the authorized and usual 
channels of telegraphic communication, 
without first giving notice to and re- 
ceiving express permission from the 
senders of such messages; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That said petition con- 
tain a demand upon Congress to make 
it a felony for telegraph company of- 
ficials to require or to tdlerate the 
charging of telegraphic tolls for non- 
telegraphic service; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That said petition con- 
tain a demand for a provision requir- 
ing the telegraph companies to refund 
all tolls, beyond actual cost, received 
by them on all messages mailed, ex- 
pressed, or otherwise improperly han- 
dled, with or without the senders’ con- 
sent, and without nullification or lim- 
itation of any existing legal right; and, 
further, that when messages have been 
unreasonably delayed, the full amount 
paid upon same shall be refunded upon 
request, without nullifying or, limiting 
any existing legal right; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the said petition 
contain a demand for the enactment of 
a law compelling telegraph companies 
to place conspicuously on each message 
sent out for delivery, the time such 
message was filed at its originating 
point as well as the time of receipt 
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in the delivery office at the point of its 
destination, and in such a manner as 
to clearly indicate the actual time 
elapsed between the two points. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 165—By William E. 
Blake, Bed Spring Makers’ Union, No. 
12,103: 


WHEREAS, The Bed Spring Makers’ 
Union has been in existence some seven 
or eight years, and as No. 12,103 is the 
only one of our craft which is organ- 
ized, working under a charter from the 
A. F. of L., and as No. 12,103 is re- 
sirous of having the trade more fully 
organized, it was unanimously adopted 
at the last regular meeting, held on 
Friday, Nov. 9th, 1907, to send Brother 
William E. Blake to the National Con- 
vention to be held in Norfolk, to ap- 
peal to the Convention to assist us as 
much as possible, through the organ- 
izers in the large cities, particularly 
to accomplish the same. 

Believing this appeal to be a just one, 
in consideration that our organization 
has never asked for financial consider- 
ation through the A. F. of L. or affil- 
fated bodies, I request respectful con- 
sideration of the same. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 


Resolution No. 166—By Delegate 
James P. Holland, of Central Federated 
Union of New York City: 


RESOLVED, That the request of 
Amalgamated Waiters’ Union of New 
York City to appeal from the decision 
of the International be granted, this 
decision being the revocation of their 
local charter. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment 


Resolution No. 167—By Delegates M. 
O’Sullivan, Hugh Frayne and C. D. 
Wheeler: 


WHEREAS, The charter granted: by 
the A. F. of L. to the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers’ International As- 
sociation distinctly covers the Steel 
Range Workers, and 

WHEREAS, The Stove Mounters’ In- 
ternational Union are admitting to 
membership and using the name ‘of 
Steel Range Workers, to which we most 
earnestly protest. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F .of L. now in 
session instruct the general officers of 
the Stove Mounters’ Organization to 
refrain from claiming jurisdiction over 
Steel Range Workers or admitting 
them to membership in their unions. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Resolution No. 168.—By Delegate J. 
M. Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The Civic Federation 
assumes to advise the citizens on pub- 
lic questions and especially labor or- 
ganizations in the matter of industrial 
disputes between employers and em- 
ployes, and in these matters has fav- 


ored the interests of capital to a 
marked degree; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American 


Federation of Labor declares it has no 
confidence in the afore named organ- 
ization. 


Referred to Committee on Resolua- 
tions. 


Resolution No. 169—By Delegate J. 
G. Brown, of International Shingle 
Weavers Union: 


WHEREAS, In each of the shingle 
mills of the country there is employed 
one or more engineers, and 

WHEREAS, Because of the scattered 
location of these mills it is impossible 
for the International Union of Steam 
Engineers to organize and maintain 


local unions of their craft: therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor’ recognize the 


agreement entered into between the 
above named organization and the In- 
ternational Shingle Weavers’ Union of 
America, which shall provide that the 
last named organization shall have the 
right to organize into its own locals 
all engineers employed in shingle mills 
in places where locals of the Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers are 
not or can not be established. 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


Resolution No. 170—By Delegates M. 
O’Sullivan, Hugh Frayne, and Cc. D. 
Wheeler: 


WHEREAS, The Slate and Tile Roof- 
ers’ International Association, whose 
charter was granted with the distinct 
understanding that they would confine 
their work entirely to slate and tile 
roofing; and 

WHEREAS, They are now and have 
been for a long time past infringing 
on the jurisdiction of the Sheet Metal 
Workers’ International Alliance by 
permitting their members to do sheet 
metal work, to the detriment of our 
organization, notwithstanding the fact 
that repeated efforts have been made te 
have them cease infringing on our 
jurisdiction. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. now in 
session that the general officers of the 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ International 
Union be, and are, hereby instructed te 
confine their work to slate and tile 
roofing. Failure to comply, their char- 
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ter shall be revoked. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 171—By Delegate 
J. M. Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The question of univer- 
sal peace, the abolition of war and 
disarmament is being generally dis- 
eussed, and 

WHEREAS, There appears upon the 
statutes of the United States a law 
known as “The Dick Military Law”, 
which is wholly antagonistic to the 
general trend of thought upon mili- 
tary matters; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the features of 
this law shall be treated by the Editor 
in at least three issues of the “Feder- 
ationist” within the next six months. 
Further we recommend that the same 
eourse be pursued by all affiliated or- 
ganizations in their respective publi- 
cations. 


Referred to Committee on Resolu- 


tions. 


Resolution No. 172—By Delegates 
O’Connor and Dwyer, Longshoremens’ 


International Association: 


WHEREAS, Rule 9, Section 6, of the 
Government Rules of Steamboat In- 
spection reads as follows: 

“Local Inspectors shall, when isuing 
a certificate, specify therein or thereon 
the number, class, or kind of licensed 
officers and crew required to navigate 
the vessel with safety at all times, but 
should the master or owner desire to 
operate the vessel not more than thir- 
teen hours out of the twenty-four in 
any one day, the local Inspectors shall 
endorse on the certificate of inspection 
the number and class or kind of 
licensed officers and crew that are nec- 
essary for such reduced period of navi- 
gation;” therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. endeavor to 
have this rule made a law with the 
following addition: “But in no case 
will licensed masters, pilots or engin- 
eers be on duty more than twelve hours 
out of twenty-four in any one day.” 

Referred to-Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


The Convention was adjourned to 
9 a. m., Friday, November 15th. 








FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m, Friday, November 15th, 
Vice-President O’Connell in the chair. 


Absentees—Kennedy, Kline, Mock- 
ler, Brinkman, Robinson, Loebenberg, 
Russell, Winn, Mangan, Williams, 
Rickert, Larger, Winters, Maher, Far- 
rell, Sullivan (W. Q.), Wallace, Mc- 
Ardle, Williams, Gehring, Harrison, 
Wilson, Grout, Wilson, Dempsey, 
Valentine, Schwab, Carroll, Miller, 
Archibald, Sheret, Schwarz, Starr, 
Alpine, Calhoun, Berry, Ramsay, 
Colgan, Olander, Freel, Flood, 
Powell, Foster, Entenza, Koonce, 
Langston, Lee, Johnson, Mahoney, 
Hirsch, Leighton, Zimmerman, Rich- 
ards, McCollough, Maloney, Quick, 
Armstrong, Clark, Costello, Piggott, 
Robinson, Bradley, Bogasse, Clinton, 
Snyder, Hausen, Vaughan, McGary, 
Rizzle, Conroy, Roberts, Justice, Roe, 
3eatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley. 


A request was made that represen- 
tatives of the Bricklayers and Opera- 
tive Plasterers visiting the convention 
be seated on the floor. The request 
was complied with. 


Delegate Bohm, for the Committee 
on Secretary’s Report, read the fol- 
lowing: 


To the Officers and Delegates to 
the Twenty-Seventh Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


Dear Sirs and Bros:—The Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the 
Secretary’s report take pleasure in 
submitting the following: 7 


We recognize the arduous labor 
necessary in concisely handling the 
voluminous business which of neces- 
sity must go through the office of the 
Secretary. 


We find an important feature to 
be the compilation of the finances 
which tabulate the receipts and dis- 
bursements from 1881 to 1907 with 


the splendid result of a balace on 
the year 1906. 

Very valuable information is alse 
contained in the tabulated statistics, 
which show the progress made by 
the affiliated unions, gain in member- 
ship and in conditions. 


To continue this work it is neces- 
sary for the Secretaries of all repre- 
sented unions to assist the Secretary 
of the American Federation of Labor 
by furnishing him with all data rela- 
tive to change in membership, fluct- 
uation in wages and in the hours of 
labor. 

We note with interest and offer 
laudatory commendation upon. the fact 
that in the twelve months just passed, 
273,677 packages of express and mail 
matter were sent through the Secre- 
tary’s office, which can be accepted 
as an illustration of the work neces- 
sary to be performed by the Secretary 
and under his supervision, so that 
the business of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor continue without in- 
terruption. 


We find that the report of the 
Secretary has been carefully com- 
posed, and bespeaks the efficiency, 
diligence and great ability required 
to satisfactorially perform the duties 
of Secretary of this great American 
Federation of Labor. 


JOHN J. BARRY, Chairman. 
ERNEST BOHM, Secretary. 
E. A. McGINN, 

E. A. BOWERMAN, 

THOS. FEELEY, 

SARAH HAGAN, 

a, © KBUGEL, 

W. M. SHICKEL, 

M. E. KANE, 

JOHN R. DUNNE. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was received and made part 
of the proceedings of the convention. 


The Secretary called the list of 
committees, and the chairman of each 
in turn announced that no reports 
were ready to be presented. 
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Secretary Morrison read an an- 
nouncement presented by the Com- 
mittee on Entertainment. The an- 
nouncement was that an old fashioned 
Virginia oyster roast would be given to 
the delegates on the sand dunes at Cape 
Henry. The announcement was made 
that special cars would leave from 
the front of the Armory Hall at 
10:30 Sunday, but that tickets to be 
distributed would be honored on any 


train either way from 6 a. m. to ll 
p. m. Delegates were requested te 
wear their badges. 

Vice-President Duncan moved ar 
adjournment to 9 o’clock Saturday 
morning, to allow the committees to 
work and prepare reports. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried and the convention was ad- 
journed to 9 a. m. Saturday, Novem- 
ber 16th. 








SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m., Saturday, November 16th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—Kennedy (A. JD. Kline, 
e 


Mockler, Winters, Harrison, mpsey, 
Sullivan (D. H.), . Carroll, _Sheret, 
Schwarz, Starr, Alpine, ennedy 
(Frank), Goltra, Calhoun, Quick (L. 
W.), Mahon, Freel, Powell, Braun- 
Schweig, Gebelein, Entenza, Heicken, 
Griffin, Behrens, Koonce, Langston, 
Iglesias, Johnson, Mahoney, Virella, 


Leighton, Sullivan (D.), Richards, Ma- 
loney, Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, Pig- 
gott, Bogasse, Clinton, Dunkel, San- 
chez, Hansen, Vaughan, Rizzle, 
Justice, Roe, Behen, Canty, Becerril, 


Thompson, Lowe, Beatty Hamlin, 
Booth, Green, Myers, Freedman, Con- 
ley (P. E.). 

Delegate Ryan (W.-D.), for the 
Committee on Resolutions reported 


as follows: 


Resolution No. 15 was recommitted 
to the Committee on Resolutions. 
The committee has made some 
changes in the resolution, and recom- 
mend the adoption of the following: 


Resolution No. 15.—By Delegates 
James O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and 
A. E. Ireland of International Asso- 
eiation of Machinists: 

WHEREAS, The employes of the 
United States navy yards, naval sta- 
tions, arsenals and all civilian em- 
ployves of the United States government 
are debarred from recourse to the civil 
courts for injuries received in théir 
line of duty: and 

WHEREAS, The only relief civil 
employes can receive is by an act of 
Congress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, endorse the following bill, 
and instruct its Legislative Committee 
to have same introduced in Congress, 


and use its best endeavors to have 
same incorporated into law: 
BILL. 


To_provide relief for employes of 
the United States Government who 
are deharred from recourse to the 
civil courts for injuries received in 


their line of duty, who may be dis- 
abled by accident while in the per- 
formance of duty, and, in the event 
of fatal casualties, for the relief of 
surviving dependents. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress 
assembled, that from and after the 
first day of July next ensuing, when- 
ever any civilian employe of the Gov- 
ernment is accidentally injured while 
in the performance of duty, he shall 
be entitled to relief as follows: 


First. To such medical or surgi- 
cal treatment at a government or 
public hospital as in the judgment 
of the superior medical or other of- 
ficer of the department wherein em- 
ployed may_ be deemed wise and 
necessary, and while thus under treat- 
ment such employe shall be subject 
to the same rules and regulations as 
enlisted men. But when the injury 
is such that the patient can be safely 
removed to his residence, such officer 
shall direct that requisite medical or 
surgical treatment shall be furnished 
at his residence, and both at the hos- 
pitals and residence the treatment 
and medicine shall be furnished free 
of charge. 


Second. The wages or salary re- 
ceived by such injured employe at the 
time of accident shall be continued 
to him so long as in the judgment of 
the medical officer of the department 
he is thereby incapcitated for work in 
his vocation; but in no case shall 
such wages or salary be continued for 
a longer period than six months, un- 
less upon recommendation approved 
by his department. 

And when such employe shall be 
discharged from medical or surgical 
treatment he shall have the same 
preference as to employment as is 
now provided for in the rules of the 
department. 


Section 2. That in the event of fa- 
tal casualties or of death ensuing 
from accidents arising as described 
in this Act, the wages or salary re- 
ceived at the time of accident shall 
be paid for six months succeeding the 
death of the emplove to the widow of 
the deceased, if such survives, or to 
minor —T.- or to parents who 
were at the time of the accident de- 
pendent upon the deceased for sup- 
port. 

Section 3. That all moneys pay- 
able under the provisions of this Act 
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shall be paid by the regular disburs- 
ing officer of the department from the 
apvropriations made for the use of 
that department in which the em- 
ploye accidentally injured was em- 
ployed at the time of injury 

Section 4. That throughout ‘this 
Act the expression “department” shall 
be held _ to cover such establishments 
of the United States as may be desig- 
nated by any term of like signification. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—I move 
to amend by striking out of the sec- 
ond clause of the first section of the 
bill the words, “but in no case shall 
such wages or salary continue for 
a longer period, unless upon recom- 
mendation approved by his depart- 
ment.”” (Seconded) 

The question was discussed by De- 
legate Wilson (W. B.), Vice-President 
O’Connell and Delegate McKee. 

The amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Wilson was lost, and the motion 
to concur in the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.), for the Ad- 
justment Committee, asked that Reso- 
lution 47 and Resolution 81 be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Building 
Trades. 

No objection being offered, the re- 
solutions were so referred. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 16 be amended by 
striking out the words, ‘of navy yards, 
Naval stations, arsenals and gun 
factories,”” and inserting in their place 
the words, “fon public works.” The 
committee recommended the adopt- 
ion of the resolution when so amend- 
ed: 

Resolution No. 16.—By Delegates 
Jas. O’Connell, J. J. Creamer and A, 
E. Ireland of International Associa- 
tion of Machinists: 

WHEREAS, The general’ trend 
throughout the country is to give the 
wage earners a half holiday each 
week, and as many cities, counties 
and States have adopted a Saturday 
ant wenuli and 

EREAS, The federal employes 
of the navy yards, naval stations, arse- 
nals and gun factories have enjoyed a 


Saturday half holiday for several 
years during July. August and Sep- 
tember by an executive order; 
RESOLVED, That this Convention 
instruct its Legislative Committee to 
prepare and have presented to -Con- 


gress, a bill securing for the federal 
employes on public works the Satur- 
day half holiday, or use its efforts in 
the direction of securing the adoption 
by Congress of any legislation that 
may_be presented seeking to secure 
the Saturday half holiday during July, 
August and September of each year. 


On motion the recommendation of 
the committee was concurred in, and 
the resolution adopted as amended 


Resolution No. 25—The committee 
recommended that Resolution No. 25, 
introduced by Delegates Santiago 
Iglesias, Eugenio Sanchez and Joaquin 
A. Becerril from Porto Rico, be amend- 
ed by striking out the Recom- 
mendation No. 1, “That American 
citizenship be granted to Porto Rico,” 
and substituting in its place the fol- 
lowing amendment introduced by 
Treasurer Lennon: 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, believes Porto Rico to be a 
part of the United States, we there- 
fore declare it to be our opinion that 
a territorial form of government 
should be initiated in Porto Rico by 
the Congress of the United States 
without further delay, to the end that 
the people of the island be enabled 
to rapidly develop full and complete 
self-government. 


Also that the words “Pending the 
establishment of the foregoing, the 
following reforms be _ inaugurated,” 
follow Treasurer Lennon’s amend- 
ment. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 


Resolution No. 41.—By Delegate J. 
L. Rodier, by instruction of Central 
Labor Union of the District of Co- 
lumbia: 


WHEREAS At a regular meeting 
of the Central Labor Union of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, held September 9, 
it was regularly moved and adopted 
that a committee of five be appointed 
to consider the matter of building a 
temple as a home for organized labor 
in the District of Columbia. The said 
committee after two weeks’ careful 
consideration, reported favorably, and 
advised that a board of trustees, com- 
prising twelve members, be appointed 
in lieu of which seven more members 
were added to said committee with 
power to act. 


THEREFORE, The committee of 
twelve realizing the essential utility 
of such a work, as well as the heavy 
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burden that has been placed upon 
them do hereby pray, that it may 
have the approval of your honorable 
body, also your moral support to the 
end that we may all share in the glory 
of our common cause. 


The committee made the following 
recommendation: As this resolution 
deals with a purely local matter, we 
believe the American Federation of 
Labor has nothing to do with the 
erecting of a labor temple in any 
city, and therefore do not concur in 
the resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 48.—By Delegate J. 
G. Brown of International Shingle 
Weavers’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The increase in freight 
rates on forest products recently in- 
troduced on the Hill and Harriman 
systems of railroads, and now being 
held up by Federal injunction pend- 
ing a hearing of interested parties be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, will if put into operation, 
work to the decided disadvantage of 
all wage workers engaged in the man- 
ufacture of lumber and shingles as 
well as reducing employment in con- 
struction by lessening the consump- 
tion, and by the advance in the cost 
of raw material, increase the rent of 
buildings occupied in all sections of 
the country; and 

WHEREAS, This new rate becom- 
ing operative will be an incentive of 
employers of labor in the lumber and 
shingle industries to attempt to reduce 
wages and lower working conditions 
generally, thus forcing a defensive 
struggle upon the comparatively few 
organized workers in these industries. 
Therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor through its Ex- 
ecutive, Council urge upon the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission the in- 
jury to the wage workers likely to 
result from the establishment of the 
new rate, and ask that due considera- 
tion to the wage workers’ position be 
given when the hearings are held. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex-+ 
ecutive Council for investigation and 
action. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by De- 
legate Brown. 

The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


PROCEEDINGS 


Vice-President 
chair. 

The committee announced that re- 
solutions No. 50 and No. 88, dealing 
with the same question, would be 
reported upon together. 


Resolution No. 50.—By Delegate 
William L. Johns, Granite City (IIl.) 


Central Trades Council: 


RESOLVED, That the salaries of 
the officers of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor shall be as follows: 

The President shall receive a sal- 
ary of three thousand six hundred 
dollars per annum, 

The Secretary shall receive a 
ary of three thousand 
per annum. 

The Treasurer shall receive a sal- 
ary of three hundred dollars per an- 
num. 


Resolution No. 88.—By John H. 
Brinkman, Carriage and ‘Wagon 
Workers’ International Union: 


RESOLVED, By the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, tnat the sal- 
aries of the President and Secretary 
of the Federation be increased to 
four thousand and three thousand and 
five hundred dollars per annum, res- 
pectively. 


O’Connell in the 


sal- 
dollars 


The committee reported non-concur- 


rence on both resolutions. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by De- 
legate Bradley. 

The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was lost. 

Vice-President ‘Morris—I move 
that the salary of the President shall 
be $4,000 a year. (Seconded) 

Delegate Ramsay—I move as an 
amendment that the salary of the 
President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be $5,000 a year. 

The question was discussed by De- 
legates Ramsay, Kennedy (W E.), 
Sullivan (T. J.), Klapetzky, Newton, 
Bahlhorn, Berger. 

The amendment was declared car- 
ried on a viva voce vote. 

A roll call was asked for by Dele- 
gate Berger, but the request was sup- 
ported by only twenty delegates. 

The motion as amended was then 
adopted. 

Delegate Conway—I move that the 
salary of the Secretary of the Am- 
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erican Federation of Labor be placed 
at $4,000 a year. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, the vote being unanimous. 

Delegate Tracy (T. F.)—I move 
that the salary of the Treasurer be 
placed at $500 a year. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, the vote being unanimous. 

Delegate Hayes (Max)—I desire 
the unanimous consent of the con- 
vention for the introduction of a 
proposition. Between the hours of 
nine and ten the President of the 
United States has signed the neces- 
sary papers admitting Oklahoma to 
statehood. At the request of several 
delegates, especially those from Okla- 
homa, I have prepared several tele- 
grams I desire to place before the 
convention, and ask that they be sent 
by the convention. 

The telegrams are as follows: 


Cc. H. Haskell, 

Governor of Oklahoma, Guthrie, 
Oklahoma. 

The American Federation of La- 
bor, in twenty-seventh annual con- 
vention assembled at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, sends you and through you 
to people of Oklahoma greetings upon 
this the birthday of the admis- 
sion of Oklahoma to the Union of 
sovereign States, and we desire par- 
ticularly to congratulate you and the 
people of the new Commonwealth 
in having the most progressive con- 
stitution of any State on the Ameri- 
can Continent. It is our earnest wish 
that the new State will continue to 

march forward as the torch-bearer 
in establishing a grander civilization 
and greater economic and _ political 
liberties for the people who have 
made the State an actuality and for 
posterity. 


E. A. Bowerman, President 
State Federation of Labor. 
Guthrie, Oklahoma. 

The American Federation of Labor, 
in twenty-seventh annual convention 
assembled at Norfolk, Virginia, sends 
you greetings upon this auspicious 
occasion and through you to compli- 
ment our fellow-workers of the State 
of Oklahoma for their part in se- 
curing the adoption of the most pro- 
eressive constitution now existing on 
the American Continent. Let the 
good work for the betterment of hu- 
manity go on. 


J. A. West, State President of the 
Farmers’ Union of Oklahoma, 
Shawnee, Oklahoma. 
The American Federation of Labor, 
in twenty-seventh annual convention 
assembled at Norfolk, Virginia, sends 


you fraternal greetings upon this aus- 
Picious occasion and through yuu to 
compliment your membership in Oklo- 
homa for their part in securing the 
adoption of the most progressive con- 
stitution now existing on the Ameri- 
can Continent. Let the good work 
for the betterment of humanity go on. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move 
that the telegrams be adopted as the 
sentiment of this convention, that they 
be signed by the President and Sec- 
retary and forwarded by them. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


The Committee on Resolutions con- 
tinued its report as follows: 


Resolution No. 51—By Delegates of 
the International Seamen’s Union of 
America: 


WHREAS, The seamen are sstill 
subject to imprisonment for quitting 
work in a foreign port in the foreign 
trade. and 

WHEREAS, Passenger vessels are 


still sent to sea with inefficient and 
insufficient crews with which to man- 


age the vessels and especially the 
boats thereof; and 

WHEREAS, These conditions have 
caused and are continously causjng 
great inexcusable loss of human life; 
therefore 


RESOLVED, That this convention 
reiterate its former action in this mat- 
ter by urging remedial legislation by 
Congress; and, further 


RESOLVED, That we _ specifically 
endorse the bill to amend the laws rel- 
ative to seamen introduced in the 59th 
Congress by Hon. Mr. Spight of Mis- 
sissippi. 


The committee concurred in the 
resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 
length ky Delegate Furuseth, who 
cited several cases where sailors in 
both foreign and domestic ports were 
oppressed and unjustly treated. 

A motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was, adopted by 
unanimous vote. 


Resolution No. 54—By Delegate J. 
G. Brown, International Shingle Weav- 
ers: 


WHEREAS, A movement is. re- 
ported to be on foot by the lumber 
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interests in the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada to secure a reci- 
procity between the two governments, 
with an aim in view of allowing the 
free exchange between the two 
countries of all raw and finished for- 
est products; and 

WHEREAS, A treaty of this_ sort 
would throw the white labor of the 
United States into open and fatal com™ 
etition with the Oriental labor which 
as the lumber and shingle _ indus- 
tries nearly monopolized in the Do- 
minion of Canada; and 

WHEREAS, The American Feder- 
ation of Labor is strongly opposed to 
the competition of white with Orien- 
tal labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th annual 
convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in regular session as- 
sembled, hereby instruct its Legisla- 
tive Committee to co-operate with the 
International Shingle Weavers’ Union 
of America and other interested labor 
organization; in an effort to defeat 
any attempt to establish a reciprocity 
which will cause the competition of 
white with Asiatic labor. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council for a full and com- 
plete investigation before any defi- 
nite action is taken by the American 
Federation of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Brown stated that he had 
no objection to its being referred to 
the Executive Council if results could 
be secured as quickly in that way, 
but stated that an investigation could 
be made more quickly by the method 
suggested in the resolution. 

The question was discussed by De- 
legate Ryan (W. D.), and Delegate 
Wilson (W. B.). 

The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 55—By Delegates 
Lennon, Robinson and Lantz, Jour- 
neymen Tailors’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The_ Merchant Tail- 
ors of Los Angeles, Cal., in co-opera- 
tion with the Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion of said city, have locked out 
every journeyman tailor of Los An- 
geles Cal., upon their refusal to sur- 
render their membership in the Jour- 
= Tailors’ Union of America; 
an 

WHEREAS, Not only the union 
tailors of Los Angeles are locked out, 
but the non-union members of the 
eraft in Los Angeles have almost to 


a man walked out with the members 
of our union, and are now making 
common cause with the union men 
for the right to organize; and 

WHEREAS, The employers of all 
classes ‘in Los Angeles are making 
common cause with the Merchant 
Tailors to destroy the Tailors’ Union 
of said city by the importation 
scabs, and every disreputable method 
that unscrupulous employers can 
adopt; and 

WHEREAS, The Merchant Tailors 
of Los Angeles, in flagrant violation 
of existing agreements, locked out the 
tailors; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled, that we pledge the tailors 
of Los. “Angeles our support in their 
contest and bid them, in the name of 
the great labor movement of Americ 
to stand solid until victory shal 
crown their efforts and they shall be 
conceeded the rights of men and cit- 
izens to free assemblage, free speech, 
free press and free organization in 
the union of their craft. 


The committee concurred in the 
resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed at some 
length by Treasurer Lennon, who ex- 
plained in detail the cause of the 
strike. 


Delegate Lynch asked if there was 
any objection to considering Reso- 
lution No. 8 with Resolution No. 55. 

The Chairman of the Resolution 
Committee stated that inasmuch 
as Resolution No. 8 asked for finan- 
cial assistance for the strike, it would 
be considered separately; and also 
stated that the committee wished to 
confer with the Executive Officers of 
all national and international organi- 


_ zations represented in the organiza- 


tion in regard to Resolution No. 8. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the Committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegate F. 
S. Lyon, of Newport News (Va.) Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, In turning back the 
pages of time and reviewing the vicis- 
situdes of governments which have 
been established among men, devel- 
oped, waned and fallen, and those 


pressed with the fact and feel with 
pride, that our own great American 
Republic has been placed upon the 
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most firm and lasting foundations of 
all governments of all ages—the bal- 
lot in the hands of the masses; and 
realizing that the corruption and mis- 
leading of voters and the false count- 
ing of their ballots are the highest 
crimes which can be committed under 
our form of government, aye, high 
treason against the Republic, and the 
corruptors, deliberate misleaders falsi- 
fiers of the ballot, traitors to their 
country, more harmful than onen 
public enemies; and the importance 
of every citizen being impressed with 
the resvonsibility and duty imposed 
upon him by reason of his citizenship 
and the mighty power of the clean 
ballot, we feel constrained to ovlace 
the American Federation of Labor on 
record as a strong advocate of clean 
elections; and, therefore 


RESOLVED— 

1. That we unqualifiedly “condemn 
the use of large campaign funds as a 
blow at the very foundation stone of 
American liberty and which can have 
but one purpose, the corruption of the 
voters and falsifyine of the returns, 
and if continued, end in bur one result, 
the undermining of American man- 
hood. and the final destruction of the 
Republic 

2. That we regard the widespread 
ownership and use of the newspapers 
and magazines of the country by 
large corporations and vested inter- 
ests to misinform, prejudice and mis- 
lead the people in public matters as 
one of the most corrupt. uses of 
capital and as a shame and disgrace 
to our advanced civilization. 

3. That we recommend laws, both 
State and National, which will compel 
every party in every election to have 
but one person to _ receive the cam- 
paign funds contributed to his party, 
the names of such receivers of funds 
to be filed with some officer in his 
State and in_ national elections also 
with some officer of the National 
Government, and that each receiver 
shall be compelled to report daily. on 
oath, to such officers, and in national 
elections, to such national officer, all 
contributions received by him since 
his last report. the amounts of the 
contributions and the names of the 
contributors, and as well all disburse- 
ments made bv him each day since the 
last report, to whom made, and for 
what purpose, which reports the said 
respective State officers shall publish 
in a conspicuous place in the next is- 
sue of the daily paper in his State 
having the largest circulation in his 
State, with head line and body tvne of 
a size prescribed by law, and that the 
amounts and uses of campaign funds 
shall be limited and regulated, and 
that any violations or evasions of 
such laws shall be punishable with 
a felon’s stripes. 

4. That we recommend laws re- 
quiring the nominations of all parties 
to be made by primaries which shall 
be held subject to the State election 


laws, and the expense of same borne 
by the respective States and the party 
committees shall be prohibited by 
law from demanding or receiving 
money from any candidate who offers 
for his party nomination for any of- 
fice within the gift of the people, and 
that the use of money by candidates, 
in primaries and general elections, 
shall be limited and restricted and 
such candidates requirea to arccount 
for every cent used by them in their 
campaigns. 

And we are further Resolved. 

That it is the patriotic duty of overy 
laboring man, whether a member of 
a union or not, a duty to his country, 
himself and his children, to set to 
work at once to qualify himself and 
keep himself qualified to exercise his 
right of franchise. and that he should 
see to it that the sun does not go down 
upon any ge Sh day before he has 
cast a clean, unbiased and conscien- 
tious ballot. , 


On Resolution No. 67 the com- 
mittee reported as_ follows: We 
recommend that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record in 
favor of direct primaries for the nomi- 
nation of all municipal, township, 
county, state and federal officials, and 
the restriction of the use of money 
by candidates seeking nomination or 
election to public office. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—I move to 
amend by adding to the substitute 
offered by the committee the follow- 
ing: We also favor the publication 
of campaign, party and candidate ex- 
penses by the different parties. 

The amendment was seconded by 
Delegate Feeley, and carried. 

The report of the” committee as 
amended was then adopted. 


Resolution, No. 70—By Delegate F. 
S. Lyon Central Labor Union, New- 
port News, Va.: 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor provide ways 
and means and_ take steps. to- 
wards having the charters granted to 
local unions of the several trades after 
this, provide that no person who is 
entitled to qualify himself as a voter 
in the vicinity of the local which he 
seeks to join, shall be ‘admitted to 
membership until after he has qual- 
ified himself as a voter and that any 
member of such local who shall lose 
his right to vote, shall be suspended 
until he is again qualified as a voter; 
and that the charters of all existing 
locals of the several trades be amend- 
ed so as not to allow new members 
to be admitted, who are entitled to 
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qualify as voters in the vicinity of the 
locals which they seek to join until 
after they have qualified themselves 
to vote, and that all present members 
of existing locals who are entitled to 
qualify as voters in the vicinity of 
their locals shall be allowed a reas- 
onable lenrth of time to qualify them- 
selves to vote, after which time all 
members of such locals who lose their 
sight to vote shall be suspended un- 
til they have requalified themselves to 
vote; and those who'do not qualify 
shall be suspended until they do so 
qualify themselves, and that this mat- 
ter be taken_up by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor with the Interna- 
tional unions of all of the trades at 
their next regular meetings and urged 
at all regular meetings hereafter 
until such provisions are incorporated 
in all the charters of all locals of all 
trades, existing. and hereafter formed. 


The committee recommended non- 
currence in the resolution. 

A motion was mad- and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Ryan—aAt the suggestion 
of President Gompers, the committee 
wishes to add to its recommenda- 
tion: But urge all of our wage earners 
who are members of trades unions, 
or applicants for such membership, 
qualify themselves for citizenship as 
goon as possible. 

The question was discussed by De- 
legate Lyons and Ryan (F. M.). 


A motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was 
adopted. 


Resolution No. 77—By Delegate 
Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated Car- 
penters. 


Amend Economic Platform, on page 
239, proceedings of Minneapolis Con- 
vention: 


Insert ater the word “of” in para-. 


graph 11, the words: “Mines, Rail- 
ways” making it read: 


11. The _ nationalization of Mines, 
Railways, Telegraph and Telephones. 

Also 

After varagraph 17, on page 239, 
of Minneapolis proceedings, add a 
paragranvh to read as follows: 


18. We favor a system of United 
States Government Postal Savings 
Banks. 


The committee recommended non- 
currence in the proposed amendment 
to paragraph 11, and concurred in 
the proposed new section 18. 

A motion was made and seconded 


that the report of the committee be 
adopted. ; 

President Gompers—The chair is of 
the opinion that the subject matter 
deals with two propositions, and that 
they should be considered separately. 
The committee will therefore report 
on the first proposition under consid- 
eration. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that paragraph 11 read: “the nation- 
alization of mines, railways, telegraph 
and telephones.” (Seconded) 

The question was discussed by De- 
legates Crampton, Hayes (Max), Ken- 
nedy (W. E.), McKinlay, Walker (J, 
H.), Wilson (W. B.), Ryan (W. D.), 
Berger, Flannery, Rodier, Perham, 
Feeley, Barnes (J. M.)}, Furuseth and 
Vice-President Duncan. 

The motion to adopt the report 
of the committee was carried on a 
viva voce vote. 

A division was called for, and re- 
sulted in 154 votes being cast in favor 
of the adoption of the report of the 
committee and 50 against its adopt- 
ion. 


The committee concurred in the rec- 
ommendation that the following be 
made Paragraph 18 of the Economic 
Platform adopted at the Minneapolis 
Convention: “We favor a system of 
United States government postal sav- 
ings banks.” 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


The Committee on Resolutions ask- 
ed that Resolution No. 115 be refer- 
red to the Committee on President’s 
Report. No objection being offered, 
the resolution was so referred. 

Delegate Manning (J. J.) asked the 
unanimous consent of tne convention 
to the introduction of a resolution. 
No objection being offered, the fol- 
lowing resolution was introduced and 
referred to its proper committee: 


Resolution No. 173—By Delegate 
John J. Manning of Shirt, Waist and 


Laundry Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Court of Appeals 
of the State of Oregon has declared 
the ten-hour workday law for women 
constitutional, and 

WHEREAS, The Laundrymens’ As- 
sociation of Oregon has appealed_said 
decision to the United States Court 
of Appeals, and 

WHEREAS, A copy of the progress 
of this law is now available to the 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor; be it 
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RESOLVED, That this matter be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
their consideration and assistance in 
defending this law. 


Referred to Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Delegate Holland asked the unani- 
mous consent of the convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. No 
objection being offered, the following 


resolution was introduced and_ re- 
ferred to its proper committee: 


Resolution No. 174— 


WHEREAS, The International La- 
dies’ Garment Workers’ Union at the 
last Convention *old at Baltimore, Md., 
June, 1907, elected me to the office 
of President, and 


WHEREAS, As President I feel it 
my duty to do that duty that is re- 
= of an International President, 
an 

WHEREAS, I am somewhat handi-. 
capped in the work of trying to make 
the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union one of the foremost 
organizations affiliated with the A. F 
of L., and 

WHEREAS, This is impossible on 
account of conditions that exist amon 
the officers of the International Ladies 
~~ Workers’ Union, therefore, 

e 

RESOLVED,. That the American 
Federation of Labor at its Twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention assembled 
at - orfolk, Va., instruct the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. to in- 
vestigate the affairs of the Internat- 
ional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
and reorganize said International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union if 
necessary, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the committee 
shall begin this investigation within 
thirty days after fhis convention ad- 


journs. The committee to have full 
power to order a reorganization if 
necessary. 


MORTIMER JULIAN, President. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Delegate Homer D. Call was ex- 
eused from further attendance on the 
convention on account of illness, and 
President Gompers asked that the 
chair be given the privilege of placing 
another member on the committee 
to which Delegate Call belonged. 
No objection being offered, President 
Gompers stated that a member would 
be appointed on such committee. 

President Gompers introduced to 
the convention Hon. G. O’Donahue, 


Barrister of Toronto and Solicitor for 
the Trades and Labor Congress of 
the Dominion of Canada. 


Mr. O’Donahue spoke at some 
length of his connection with and 
work for organized labor in Canada. 
He spoke especially of a suit brought 
against the Sheet Metal Workers’ Or- 
ganization in Canada and said in 
part: 

“About five years ago in the City 
of Toronto we had a number of em- 
ployers in the Sheet Metal Trades 
meet the representatives of the local 
unions. Thirty-nine out of forty 
employers signed the agreement and 
continued it from year to year since. 
One of the employers in tne exer- 
cise of his rights refused to sign. 
The workmen, in pursuance of their 
rights, refused to work for him. The 
employes in their local union voted 
in favor of a strike. For that the 
courts have determined that the local, 
and the international, which contribut- 
ed some strike pay, are liable in dam- 
ages to the Metallic Roofing Company, 
on the broad principle that the men 
were coerced by the resolution to 
strike. The local union, out of def- 
erence to other employers with which 
they had contracts, gave notice that 
on and after a certain date the mem- 
bers did not intend to handle the 
goods of the Metallic Roofing Co. 
The courts have interpreted that to 
be a boycott and that the local and 
international are responsible in dam- 
ages. In time judgement was 
given against the local, and inter- 
national unions. The local is endeav- 
oring to carry the case to the Privy 
Council in England. That is the high- 
est court of appeal for any of the 
British possessions, our court of final 
resort. I visited England last year 
and obtained a high legal opinion 
that the local union is sure to succeed 
in that appeal. First, however, we 
must pay into court $2,000 security 
and other expenses run up to four 
or five thousand dollars. The union 
has the $2,000, but would like to 
bring before your notice the neces- 
sity of help in getting the case there. 
The Metallic Roofing Company has 
had a receiver appointed to collect 
the per capita tax that is to go to the 
international union. The judgment 
allows them to take the per capita 
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tax, not only of the local unions in 
Toronto, but all the local unions in 
Ontario. The result will be the local 
union will not collect per capita tax, 
which will make it difficult for the 
international body to secure money 
to pay the necessary expenses. This 
company can sue upon the judgment 
in any province in Canada or any 
state in the United States. Whether 
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they will succeed in the states is 
another story, but the chances are 
they will succeed in any province in 
Canada. That is the situation from 
an international standpoint, and it 
is very important that it be brought 
before you.” 

The convention was adjourned at 
12:30 p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. Monday, 
November 18th. 
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SEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m. Monday, November 18th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES — Kline, 
Mockler, Dwyer, Gengenbach, Mal- 
loy, Conway, Russell, Morton, Dun- 
lap, Winters, McSorley, Harrison, Wil- 
son (John T.), Dempsey, Sullivan, 
Carroll, Sheret, Schwarz, Starr, Cal- 
houn, Mahon, Freel, Lantz, Powell 
(G.), Entenza, Park, Langston, Lee, 
Johnson, Mahoney, Virella, Leighton, 
Richards, Maloney, Quick (G. F.), Arm- 
strong, Piggott, Bowerman, Robinson, 
Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, Snyder, Hau- 
sen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, Roe, Be- 
hen, Canty, McCallum, Thompson, Lowe, 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley, Chapman. 


Dougherty, 


Delegate Wheeler—Delegate Dold 
of Chicago is compelled to leave the 
convention and return to his home on 
account of illness of his family. 

President Gompers—Unless objec- 
tion is interposed, Delegate Dold will 
be excused from further attendance. 
Hearing none, he is excused. 

A communication was received by 
the secretary from George F. Dunn, 
International President Brotherhood 
of Boilermakers, asking tnat William 
Kellas be allowed to serve as a dele- 
gate in place of Delegate Thomas No- 
lan, who was obliged to leave the con- 
vention. 2 

The request of the president of the 
Boilermakers was complied with and 
Delegate Kellas seated in the conven- 
tion. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.), for the 
Committee on President’s Report, pre- 
sented the following: 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 18, 1907. 

To the Members of the Twenty- 

seventh Annual Convention of the 

American Federation of Labor: 

GREETING.—We have carefully 
examined the report of President 
Gompers and desire to express our 
commendation of the clearness with 


which the various subjects are pre- 
sented and particularly to call atten- 
tion to the wide scope and importance 
of subjects considered. It is one of 
the many things that show the growth 
of the labor movement, and its great 
benefits to the cause of advancing civ- 
ilization, when it becomes necessary 
for the president of our organization 
in making his reports to the conven- 
tion to deal with so many phases of 
economical and social conditions. 

We desire to urgently recommend 
to working people the careful reading 
of this report. It all deserves and 
should receive our careful attention as 
working people, and there are in it 
matters which today are, and in the 
near future will be, of supreme im- 
portance to the preservation of our 
civilization and dominion on this con- 
tinent and the preservation of indi- 
vidual freedom amongst our people. 

In dealing with the several points 
in the report we shall endeavor to call 
special attention to subjects that we 
think of most immediate and pressing 
importance, and shall treat each sub- 
ject item by item under captions used 
in the report itself. 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS EX- 
TENDING—THE LAW OF 


GROWTH. 


We desire to express our gratifica- 
tion at the healthy growth of the or- 
ganization during the past year. A 
steady substantial growth is of 
greater value to the labor movement 
and the accomplishment of its pur- 
poses than a rapid mushroom growth 
that brings .a membership into our 
organization so rapidly that the real 
purpose of organized labor may be en- 
dangered by the accession of large 
numbers of people not versed in or 
familiar with those purposes. A well 
known economic truth is expressed 
that should be more generally herald- 
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ed to the world by the statement that 
“the great rank and file of organized 
labor in all its ramifications are earn- 
estly engaged in the movement to 
bring betterment and light into, not 
only their own homes, but into the 
homes and lives of all.” The non- 
union men of today, as well as some 
trades unionists) frequently and un- 
thinkingly overlook the fact that con- 
ditions have not always. been as they 
are now. They look upon it as a mat- 
ter of fact, that has just happened so, 
that they are now required to work 
only eight, nine or ten hours per day 
in their respective vocations, and yet 
it has been the hard fighting, persist- 
ent effort and good generalship of or- 
ganized labor that has wrung from 
reluctant employers the _ reduction 
from twelve, thirteen and fourteen 
hours’ work to the present standard, 
firmly establishing it, first at one 
point and then at another, so that all 
business, whether on a union or non- 
union basis, is finally forced to con- 
form to the shorter work-day stand- 
ard. What is true of the hours of 
labor is equally true as applied to 
every law enacted for the protection 
of men, women and children; the 
promotion of better sanitary condi- 
tions in mines and workshops; the 
safeguards required about machinery 
and every other enactment for the 
protection of life and limb—the ®con- 
servation of the health of the work- 
ers, and the defense of their liberties 
against the encroachments of organ- 
ized greed. . It is also a well known 
fact that whenever wages are increas- 
ed in any particular craft or indus- 
try the wages of non-unionists are 
also increased, although not always 
in the same ratio or to the same ex- 
tent that the trade union is able ta 
secure for its members. With the 
growth of the movement these facts 
are becoming better and better known 
and justice to ourselves requires that 


they should become still better known _ 


to those at present outside of our 
movement and we therefore recom- 
mend that this phase of the report 
be given as much publicity as possible. 


On motion of Delegate Bablitz, duly 
seconded, the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 
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DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCAL 


UNIONS—DEFENSE FUND. 


We are pleased to learn that such 
excellent results have been secured 
in the trade movements of the local 
unions directly affiliated by charter 
to the American Federation of Labor, 
and recommend that the same sound, 
conservative methods be continued in 
handling their affairs, 


Concurred in. 
TO FEDERATE THE ORGANIZED. 


We regret that there are some 
trade organizations that as yet do not 
seem to feel the need of federation 
and trust that the time is not far dis- 
tant when every bona fide trade union 
on the North American continent will 
be affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. We commend the 
steps that have been taken to that end 
and recommend that they be con- 
tinued. 

Concurred in. 


TRADE UNIONS NOT RIGID—EX- 


PAND WITH INDUSTRY. 


We fully agree with the president 
that trade unions can not be rigid and 
inflexible in their forms. Like all 
other affairs they must be so conduct- 
ed as to conform to changing condi- 
tions. Experience has shown that the 
various trades may be fully trusted 
to change the forms of their respec- 
tive organizations in such manner as 
shall be most effective for the pro- 
tection of their interests. 

Organisms have, no matter how 
produced, a life and an individuality 
peculiarly their own. Any sudden 
change in environments or any great 
divergence from the natural law of 
its growth means injury, deformity 
o death because of the inherent im- 
possibility of sudden changes in its 
own structure. In accordance with 
this law organizations of labor will de- 
velop in obedience to the fundamental 
ideal underlying and nourishing its 
very life, but like other organisms 
slight variations in outward form will 
necessarily be produced by environ- 
ments. 


Concurred in. 
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NO WAGE REDUCTIONS. 


We certainly are in hearty accord 
with the president in his declaration 
against reductions in wages. The only 
reason that can be assigned by any 
employer for reducing the wages of 
his employes is to enable him to meet 
the competition of other employers in 
the same line. If he succeeds in get- 
ting a reduction his competitors will 
undertake the same course and he is 
then no better off from a competitive 
standpoint than before the reduction 
took place, while the employe is made 
to suffer. This process can be re- 
peated until there is neither a living 
wage for the worker nor profit for the 
employer. With this goes inevitably 
a reduction in the standard of living 
not for the worker only, but within 
the entire society, carrying with it in- 


dustrial, social, intellectual, physical, . 


and moral degeneration. We would 
desire specifically to bring to the at- 
tention in as forcible a manner as we 
may the following quotation from the 
report submitted to the Boston con- 
vention and quoted in this report: 
“If labor shall resist all attempts at 
reduction in wage, some battles may 
be lost; but these would be reduced 
to a minimum in the same degree as 
it is clearly understood that it is a 
firm resolve that we would rather re- 
sist and lose than not resist at all.” 
We desire to repeat what this com- 
mittee said on this subject at the 
Minneapolis convention in addressing 
itself to the class of employers who 
yet persist in treating labor power as 
a commodity instead of an attribute 
ef life. ‘Make your future profits 
out of something else than my flesh 
and blood. I am going at least to 
keep what I have got and to get as 
much more asI can. Reckon it, then, 
as a fixed factor in your business cal- 
eulation that labor’s share in the joint 
product shall never more be scaled 
downward.” 
Concurred in. 


RAISE FUNDS—PAY BENEFITS— 
PERPETUATE UNIONISM. 
Our president says that he feels it 


his duty to again impress upon all 
unions the urgent necessity to provide 


themselves with ample funds to pro- 
tect their membership in strikes or 
lockouts, and this committee feels it 
to be its duty to call upon all members 
of organized labor to act upon the 
recommendations herein submitted 
without delay. We do not think that 
its importance can be overestimated 
or that it can in anywise be neglected 
without serious danger to the life of 
the labor movement. ; 
Concurred in. 
DEMAND NO 


SUPPLY AND 


LONGER DISCUSSED. 


We are in full accord with Presi- 
dent Gompers when he says: “That 
the law of supply and demand has its 
place in nature and in primitive, nat- 
ural conditions, no thinking man will 
dispute; but when we realize what 
science has done and what progress 
has been made to overcome the prim- 
itive conditions of-nature; what has 
been accomplished in machinery and 
tools of labor; in the means of trans- 
portation of products and of man, the 
means of transmission of information 
and intelligence, the fact becomes im- 
mediately patent that man has made 
nature conform to his wants and that 
the original conception of the law of 
supply and demand has been largely 
overcome, and can be still further 
overcome by intelligent, comprehen- 
sive and determined action of the 
wage earners who by their associated 
effort shall refuse to have their brain 
and brawn, their hearts and the hearts 
of those beloved by them, weighed in 
the same scale with the side of a hog 
or a bushel of coal.” 

The law of supply and demand ap- 
plies to supplies for and demands of 
men, but does not apply to supplies of 
and demands for men who are living 
intelligent, organisms capable of regu- 
lating the supply of, if not the de- 
mand for, the use of their own labor 
power. 

Concurred in. 


CONTEMPTIBLE CAPITALIST AN- 
TAGONISM—IT WILL NOT 
AVAIL. 

At all periods in the world’s history 
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there has existed a class of people who 
were unable to see or realize that any 
benefit could come from _ change. 
They represent the reactionary ele- 
ment in human nature. Their antag- 
onism is natural as coming from them, 
but they might just as well attempt to 
stem the flow of a mighty river with 
a pebble as to stop the onward move- 
ment of labor by the use of the fund 
they have raised to educate tne work- 
ing people to return to the past. They 
represent and work for the preserva- 
tion of industrial absolutism, while or- 
ganized labor hopes and works for 
industrial democracy, and we are con- 
fident that industrial democracy will 
as surely succeed industrial absolut- 
ism as political democracy has been 
and is displacing political absolutism. 


The trade union movement has a 
definite purpose publicly expressed; it 
has nothing to conceal and, therefore, 
does not fear the employment of 12,- 
000, or any other number of spies, 
which they may desire to squander 
money upon. We condemn it as un- 
wise, as producing unnecessary dis- 
trust and class antagonism. 

Concurred in. 


THE UNION SHOP. 


We endorse all that our president 
says concerning the use o1 the terms 
“open” and “closed”* shops. There are 
no such terms applicable to the trade 
union movement. They are absolutely 
misleading. The union shop is open 
to all workmen capable and willing 
to perform their work and assume 
their share of the responsibilities con- 
nected therewith; the non-union shop 
is the only closed shop made so by the 
employers themselves. : 

We condemn +: unwise and injuri- 
ous to the wage workers the agita- 
tion that has recently been.inaugurat- 
ed against the trade agreement. As 
long as the condition of employer and 
employe exists there will necessarily 
have to be agreements actual or im- 
plied. They may be either written or 
oral, for a specific period or termina- 
ble at will; they may be entered into 
individually or collectively, but the 
moment any person accepts employ- 
ment that moment a contract begins. 
The interests of the worker as well as 
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the basic philosophy of the trade 
union movement require that wher- 
ever possible contracts for wages and 
conditions of employment should be 
made collectively. While it is not the 
province of this committee or of the 
American Federation of Labor to di- 
rect the various trade unions in the 
manner or form of their contracts we 
desire to point out the fact that as 
employers of labor can not in the very 
nature of things guarantee continuous 
employment to all of our members 
neither can we, nor should we in our 
wage contracts, guarantee to them 
that we will furnish them all the 
workers they desire. 
Concurred in. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


We are extremely pleased to learn 
of the healthy growth of the labor 
movement in Canada and trust that 
every assistance possible, to still fur- 
ther develop the movement there, will 
be given by the American Federation 
of Labor and all organizations af- 
filiated therewith. 

Concurred in. 


LABOR IN PORTO RICO. 


As this subject has already been 
dealt with in the convention, we deem 
it unnecessary to make any further 
comment at this time. 

Concurred in. 


CONDITIONS IN CUBA. 


We commend President Gompers 
for the assistance and advice givem 
to the Cuban workmen and are 
pleased to know that the leaven is 
working. We recommend that all na- 
tional and international unions give 
as much assistance towards the eleva- 
tion of the Cuban workmen as is 
within their power to give. 

Concurred in. 


LABOR CONDITIONS ON THB 


PANAMA CANAL. 


We protest against the action of the 
Fifty-ninth Congress in depriving the 
workmen on the Panama Canal of the 
benefits and protection of the eight- 
hour law. We consider it unjust and 
inhuman to require any man in a 
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tropical climate and miasmatic atmos- 
phere to work more than eight hours 
per day, even though he may be of a 
different race or different nationality 
from us; and we recommend that the 
Legislative Committee be instructed to 
use its influence to secure the repeal 
of that measure. We further endorse 
the recommendation contained in the 
following quotation: 

“Recently the request was made to 
me to visit the Panama Canal district 
and to report thereon to the Govern- 
ment, with a view to making such 
recommendations as might seem to me 
necessary and advisable. The request 
has also been made of one or two 
other men in our movement to per- 
form a like service. The duties de- 
volving upon me have interfered with 
my acceptance, but I suggest that 
though I may not be able to go, au- 
thority be given for the recommenda- 
tion of some one now and then to un- 
dertake the mission and rulfill the du- 
ties.” 

Concurred in. 


CHILD LABOR MUST BE 


ABOLISHED. 


We endorse the position of Presi- 
dent Gompers on the question of child 
labor, and recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council be instructed to draft a 
uniform bill for introduction into the 
various State legislatures wnere such 
laws do not already exist, and for in- 
troduction into Congress to apply to 
the District of Colurhbia, the different 
territories and our dependencies. . 

Concurred in. 


ORGANIZING WOMEN WORKERS. 


We commend the work already per- 
formed in the effort to organize the 
women wage workers, and recommend 
a continuance of the same. We fully 
realize that it is only by organized 
and persistent effort that the great 
goal of equal pay for equal work can 
be reached. 

Concurred in. 


INTERNATIONAL GOOD WILL AND 
PEACE. 


We regret that the recent Peace 
Conference at The Hague did not ac- 


complish as much in the interests of 
International Peace as its friends had 
anticipated and hoped for. We hope 
to see a continuance of these efforts 
toward International amity and good 
will, nevertheless, we are strongly im- 
bued with the idea that International 
Peace will come sooner and be more 
permanent as a result of the growth 
of the International Trade Union 
movement than would possibly be 
the case by the establishment of an 
International Court with no power be- 
hind it to enforce its decisions. 
Concurred in. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


ON LABOR. 


We note what the report says on 
this subject and the suggestion made 


and recommend that it be referred to 


the Executive Council for their fa- 
vorable consideration. 
Concurred in. 


EIGHT-HOUR WORKDAY—MAKB 


IT UNIVERSAL. 
Referred to Eight-Hour Committee. 


EIGHT-HOUR DAY IN PRINTL.G 


INDUSTRY. 
Referred to Eight-Hour Committee. 


COMMERCIAL TELEGRAPHER®Y’ 


STRIKE. 


We note what the report “has to say 
about this effort on the part of the 
telegraphers to redress wrongs which 
have been borne with more or less pa- 
tience, caused possibly by a lack of 
hope and faith in their own ability to 
compel the redress of these wrongs, 
owing to the concentrated power of 
their employers. We share the feeling 
of regret that for the time being it has 
not had a greater success, but we de- 
sire to say to the men who have been 
and are engaged in this struggle that 
no serious effort, made by men united 
for a good purpose, is ever wasted. 
Every organization has had similar 
experiences and has come out of them 
with a clear conception of what is 
needed and a greater determination to 
find the means of redress and apply 
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them. We feel that the telegraphers 
will stay by their organization and we 
know that if they do so it will not be 
long before they will again be in a po- 
sition to submit requests for improve- 
ments in their condition to the com- 
pany, and that these requests will be 
given a more sympathetic hearing, and 
a readier compliance because of the 
manly effort thus far made, and be- 
cause the ability to endure and to 
grow from adversity has been shown 
by the men. 


Your committee recognizes that the 
telegraph companies are a monopoly 
created and sustained by the law; that 
they are using their power on one 
hand against their employes, on the 
other hand against the general pub- 
lic, and we recommend that the Fed- 
eration reiterate their former posi- 
tion in favor of the government itself 
assuming the postal function of con- 
veying intelligence. , 


Concurred in. 


FARMER ORGANIZATIONS—OUR 
EFFECTIVE CO-OPERATION. 


We note with pleasure the efforts 
that have been made to bring the or- 
ganizations of farmers and those of 
the wage worker into closer relation- 
ship with each other so that they may 
co-operate for the benefit of all. There 
are many things in which we have a 
common interest and can effectively 
make common cause. It is gratifying 
to know that the farmer is being edu- 
cated to call for union made goods, 
knowing that in so doing he is assist- 
ing in advancing our civilization to a 
higher plane, and we should recipro- 
cate by purchasing the products of the 
members of their associations for the 
same reason. Whether a workman re- 
ceives his pay in wages or by the sale 
of the product of his labor he is inter- 
ested in getting full value for the la- 
bor performed, and every effort should 
be made to create and maintain har- 
monious relations with all organiza- 
tions of labor that have this end in 
view. 

Concurred in. 


LABOR’S BILL TO REGULATE IN- 
JUNCTIONS. 
We have carefully considered the 
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president’s report regarding the is- 
suance of injunctions as used in labor 
disputes; we endorse what he has 
said, the efforts that have been made 
and the bill drafted and introduced. 
We urge upon every trade unionist, 
friend of free institutions, and of hu- 
man liberty, the earnest and careful 
consideration of the use now being 
made of the equity power given to our 
courts. This power comes to our 
courts from the irresponsible sover- 
eigns of the old world, when, by the 
sovereign delegated to the Court of 
Chancery, it was gradually so extend- 
ed and abused that in England it be- 
came necessary to prohibit its use ex- 
cept for the specific protection of 
property and property rights when 
such were in immediate danger and 
there was no adequate remedy at law. 
This was the practice in England at 
the time our Constitution was adopted 
and it was with all the limitations and 
safeguards then and there provided 
and in use that it was adopted into 
our system and conferred upon our 
judges. If, under the mistaken idea 
that thus shall we prevent crime, it 
be permitted to invade criminal juris- 
diction, it will absorb the whole do- 
main, destroy trial by jury, the in- 
dictment by grand jury and all other 
safeguards which society has found it 
necessary to place around those ac- 
cused of crime. If it be permitted to 
extend itself so to deal with personal 
rights, it will, being absolutely an ir- 
responsible power, be used to destroy 
all personal liberty. The theory upon 
which it is used in labor disputes 
seems to be that conducting of a busi- 
ness is a property right, that business 
is property and that the earning 
power of property engaged in business 
is itself property which can and ought 
to be protected by the equity power in 
the same way and to the same extent 
as property, tangible property, itself. 
Inasmuch as the earning capacity of 
property used in business depends 
either upon the labor employed or 
patronage enjoyed, such theory would 
carry with it an admission that in our 
country the ownership of the tools of 
production gives to the possessor 
thereof a vested right in so much la- 
bor as will make his business profit- 
able or in so much patronage as will 








XUM 








XUM 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 207 


give him an assured income on his in- 
vestment. 


We recognize that under our laws 
and form of government the employ- 
ers may have a property right in the 
real estate, houses, machinery, and 
other appliances necessary to conduct 
their business, but we absolutely and 
positively deny that they’ have any 
property right in the workmen, 
either as producers or as consumers. 


If the present theory of the courts 
shall be finally accepted, a corporation 
running a department store and hav- 
ing destroyed and absorbed all com- 
petitors may, through the assistance 
of a judge sitting in equity, prevent 
any other corporation or individual 
from entering its field and by competi- 
tion reducing its income. Your com- 
mittee believes that there is no ten- 


dency so dangerous to personal liberty’ 


so destructive of free institutions and 
of a republican form of government 
as the present misuse and extension 
of the equity power through usurpa- 
tion by the judiciary; and therefore 
urge the speedy enactment of the 
Pearie Bill, endorsed by the Minneapo- 
lis Convention, into law, and we fur- 
ther recommend that candidates for 
legislative or judicial positions, be 
carefully investigated as to their past 
acts and interrogated as to their posi- 
tion on this matter before they be 
given any support, and that those 
who from their actions or their ex- 
pressions are deemed unsound, be, re- 
gardless of any other question, repu- 
diated. 

We concur in the recommendations 
that the report of the special commit- 
tee and the brief filed by the Federa- 
tion thereto be, if possible, printed ag 
a Federal document. 

Concurred in. 


VAN CLEAVE’S SUIT AGAINST 
THE A. F. OF L. 


Referred to Special Committee. 
EIGHT-HOUR BILL. 


Referred to Eight-Hour Committee 


EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


Referred to Eight-Hour Committee. 


IMMIGRATION LAW AND INTER- 
PRETATION. 


We have studied with deep interest 
and serious apprehension the figures 
quoted; the facts about the last law 
and the new constructions given to 
the old law upon this subject. Seven 
and a quarter millions, men, women 
and children, coming into and 
mingling with the working population 
of this land in the short period of ten 
years must indeed have had a tre- 
mendous “influence for good or evil.” 
Coming as they do from every part 
of the globe; some of them belonging 
to the Caucasian, some to the Semitic, 
some to the Mongolian, and some to 
the Malayian race. The two last 
named alien to us in race and so dif- 
ferent from u& in religious and social 
development that it has taken our 
race more than two thousand years, 
under favorable conditions, to move 
from their present stage to the one 
which we now occupy. With a closer 
and more sympathetic study of immi- 
gration there has arisen a conviction 
that the two streams of people coming 
one from the continent of Asia to the 
Pacific, the other from Europe, and 
other countries bordering on the Med- 
iterranean, to *he Atlantic coast, must 
be given a fundan.entally different 
treatment. When immigrants come 
in greater numbers than can be as- 
similated, no matter how great the 
resource of the country to which they 
come, if they are of a lower standard 
of living, they necessarily must be 
harmful to the working people of such 
country; and if they can not be as- 
similated at all, then, the immigration 
becomes still more dangerous because 
it is immigration for the purpose of 
colonization ultimately followed by 
conquest. It matters not whether the 
weapon be the gun or the spade the 
result will be the same. We, there- 
fore, demand the absolute exclusion 
from this land of all those of alien 
race coming from the continent of 
Asia or islands of the Pacific. Noth- 
ing short of ‘this will, as time flows 
on, preserve to the people now on this 
continent and their descendants, the 
future possession thereof. The greed 
of the past is responsible for such 
race troubles as we have had, and we 
now have, and the greed of the pres- 








208 REPORT 


ent, if not checked by law, will bring 
to this land further, and perhaps still 
more dangerous race complications. 
We deeply regret the failure of the 
last enactment to bring any relief 
from the constantly growing current 
of Japanese to the Pacific Coast. 

The immigrants coming from Eu- 
rope or other countries bordering on 
the Mediterranean are, speaking gen- 
erally, capable of assimilation. It 
would therefore be sufficient to curtail 
the numbers within a reasonable pro- 
portion through a sifting process by 
which we would be able to save our- 
selves from those whom European 
countries are most desirous to see de- 
part. While our law in theory does 
this, at least to some extent, the 
number that are coming is a plain 
proof that the law is inefficient and 
it is with great regret we iearn that 
the educational test for which this 
organization has petitioned from time 
to time was not inserted in the last 
law. We desire further to express our 
emphatic disapproval of the decision 
rendered by the Attorney-General, 
which substantially means that work- 
ing men on strike or locked out are 
not in the country. It seems to us that 
a reasonable care for the welfare of 
the rest of the population, leaving the 
working people out of question, should 
have given us a better law and a bet- 
ter decision. 

One feature of the last law enacted 
providing for a Division of Information 
seems to us to be capable of much 
good or evil in accordance as it shall 
be used, and we recommend that the 
Executive Council be authorized, and 
all unions affiliated. be requested to 
co-operate with this division to the 
end that the most good possible ‘will 
be accomplished thereby. 

The question was discussed by Del- 
egates Young, Feeley, and MacArthur. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted by unanimous vote. ’ 


CONVICT LABOR BILL. 


We regret that the convict labor bill 
as introduced by Representative Hunt 
of Missouri, failed of passage in the 
Fifty-ninth Congress, and we recom- 
mend that it be re-introduced and its 
enactment urged. 

Concurred in. 


OF 


PROCEEDINGS 


LAW REDUCING HOURS OF LA 
BOR OF RAILROAD MEN. 


We congratulate the railroad mer 
upon their success in securing the 
passage of the Lafollette bill. While 
it is not all that was desired it is at 
least a step in the right direction and 
we recommend a continuance of the 
agitation for such amendments as will 
reduce the hours of labor of men en- 
gaged in railway service to a point 
that will safeguard their health anc 
lives and the lives of the traveling 
public. 

Concurred in. 


SHIP SUBSIDY SCHEMERS. 


It is with sincere gratification that 
we note the report of the defeat of 
the Ship Subsidy Bill in the last Con- 
gress. We realize the watchfulness 
and earnestness necessary to accom- 
plish this and desire to congratulate 
the President and the Legislative 
Committee on their success in this 
matter; and since our experience war- 
rants the belief that it will be reintro- 
duced, we desire to reprint the declar- 
ation and recommendations made by 
the Minneapolis Convention which is 
as follows: 


The theory upon which the bill is 
drawn and the reasons given by its 
advocates are that we have not the 
vessels needed as auxiliaries to the 
navy, and not at all the men needed to 
man the navy in time of war. Ac- 
cepting these contentions as facts it is 
contended as reasons therefor that the 
cost of building a vesel in an American 
shipyard and the cost of sailing a ves- 
sel under the American flag in the for- 
eign trade is so much higher than that 
under other flags that a subsidy is 
necessary. It is further contended that 
with an adequate subsidy we shall have 
more vessels, and having more vessels 
we shall have all the native or natural- 
ized seamen needed. 


That we have not now the necessary 
number of native or naturalized sea- 
men needed for the merchant marine 
and the navy is a fact not disputed; 
it is patent to all who are at all ac- 
quainted with maritime conditions. 
The American boy is not seeking the 
sea as a means of livlihood, and the 
American man at sea is seeking and 
finding more agreeable and more re- 
munerative employment on shore. 

There is employed at present, accord- 
ing to the census, about 120,000 men 
as seamen or deep-sea fishermen under 
our flag, and among the seamen from 
ten to fifteen per cent are either natives 
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or naturalized, the rest are men owing 
allegiance to other flags and not sub- 
ject to draft upon order of the Presi- 
dent. 

If the seamen and fishermen employed 
in our fisheries and our coastwise and 
lake trade were either native or natur- 
alized Americans, the number of men 
necesary for the navy could at any 
time be obtained. The difficulty, there- 
fore, lies not so much in the number of 
men as in the number of men available, 
and the primary cause is that for some 
reasons the American does not seek 
the sea or remain there. If the Ameri- 
can does not seek the coastwise trade, 
where there is no competition with 
the foreign vessels and small wages, 
and onerous conditions are not caused 
thereby or an excuse therefor, there 
seems to be no reason why he should 
seek employment in the foreign trade 
where the ship owner has the reason 
of competition for the wages and con- 
ditions which he imposes upon the 
seamen. The American ceased to go 
to sea because he could do better on 
shore than he possibly could at sea, 
where, no matter what his industry 
and thrift, he could not and cannot 
earn sufficient upon which to keep a 
family. 

As to the cost of operating a vessel 
under the American flag the conten- 
tion that American vessels in the for- 
eign trade provide better quarters, 
more and better food, that they carry 
more men, and pay more wages than 
vessels under other flags, is not based 
upon facts. When the steamers “Paris” 
and “New York” were placed under 
the American flag the number of fire- 
men and coal passers and of able and 
ordinary seamen was reduced. 


The wages of sailors and marine fire- 
men depend upon the port in which 
they are engaged and the voyage they. 
are about to make, and not at all upon 
the flag under which the vessel sails, 
and our law, enacted in 1884, gave to 
the ship owner the right to hire his 
crew in a foreign port, bring them to 
the United States and back to-a for- 
eign port without re-shipping them in 
the United States. This puts him on 
an absolute equality as to wages, ex- 
clusive of officers with any country 
with which he trades. He pays Eng- 
lish wages if he trades with England, 
French wages if he should trade with 
France and Chinese wages if he trades 
with China; the law gives him this 
privilere and he avails himself of it to 
the fullest extent. 

The other costs of operating a vessel 
are, coal, lubricating oils, and provi- 
sions; like other vessels, he buys it 
where it is cheavest. If it be a sailing 
vessel it consists in spars, canvas, rones 
and blocks, and these things we furnish 
to other nations to a very large extent. 

Since the organization of our govern- 
ment no industry has been as well 
eared for through absolute authority 
over the men employed therein, through 
immunities granted and special privi- 
leges conferred, as has been the mer- 


chant marine. By law enacted in 1790 
the seaman was made the property of 
the vessel upon which he served. If 
he sought to withdraw himself from 
the servitude of his master he could 
be and he was arrested, put in prison, 
there to remain until called for by such 
master. If he succeeded in escaping 
from his service and his master he 
could be and he was pursued from 
State to State, or from one country into 
another, forcibly returned to his mas- 
ter and compelled to continue the labor 
on pain of imprisonment. When in- 
voluntary servitude was taken off the 
negro, by war and the Thirteenth 
Amendment, and the Statutes revised 
acordingly, the vessel’s ownership of 
the seaman remained undisturbed. 
Conditions as to quarters on board, 
food and working hours were by Con- 
gress left at the discretion of the 
owner. Some improvements have 
been made but the seaman’s status yet 
remains that of a serf or a peon. He 
is still compelled to live in a place six 
feet long, six feet high and two feet 
wide. In this place he has to eat, iive, 
and to sleep, when off duty.’ It has 
been described as too large for a coffin 
and not large enough for a grave. He 
is still compelled to sign away in the 
foreign trade a certain sum of the 
wages to be earned in order to obtain 
employment. He must obey any order 
from the master or any other officer 
or go to prison. 3ut if crippled for 
life by injury thereby received he has 
no remedy. He must, in obtaining 
employment, compete with the _ un- 
skilled’ and destitute, not only in this 
country, but from all nations and races. 
The vessels are under-manned, both as 
to skill and number, and the ship owner 
is resisting every improvement by 
every means within his power. ' 


In the meantime the ship owners 
have been relieved of: Risks arising 
from acts of God or dangers of the 
sea through a system of insurance; 
arising from piracy thréugh the pres- 
ent perfect policing of the seas; from 
those arising from popular local 
disturbances through damages paid 
by such localities or States; of liabili- 
ties to the shipper, passenger or sea- 
man through limited liability laws and 
judicial decisions; of taxes on floating 
property by several States: of fees to 
be paid for the enforcement of naviga- 
tion laws, except in some unimportant 
instances; of care and cure of sick sea- 
men, cost of which is now borne by the 
public treasury, and the burial of dead 
seamen who are handed over to the 
coroner and then buried by the ‘com- 
munity; of the duty to carry a certain 
number of citizens in the @rew of the 
vessel; of the duty of training men for 
the ‘sea service now done by foreigners 
or in training ships at public expense. 
In addition to this he may carry as 
many or as few men as he pleases, with 
such skill or lack of skill as he chooses; 
he _ may carry as much caren on deck 
and load his vessel to any depth that 
he thinks profitable. There are no 
laws or regulations on these subjects. 
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He may hire, and, in a foreign port 
in the foreign trade, by assistance of 
the police, keep the cheapest men that 
ean be found in any part of the world. 

Under our coastwise navigation laws 
he is has an absolute monopoly of all 
trade from one American port to an- 
other. 

Under the act of 1892 he may make 
contracts to carry the mail through 
which he receives more pay for this 
service than he pays in wages to every 
man and boy employed on his vessel as 
& seaman in any capacity. 


Having been relieved of risks and 
liabilities, and having been given im- 
munities as have been herein mentioned, 
and having driven the American from 


the sea, thereby weakening our navy, 
and now employing and thereby train- 
ing foreieners and men of alien and 
antagonistic races, making them ready 
to be employed by other navies, he in- 
sists upon continuing these conditions, 
while he urges upon Congress to fur- 
ther tax the whole American people to 
help him carry on his private business. 

Your committee recommends that the 
American Federation of Labor reiterate 
and emphasize its condemnation of any 
such legislation and especially against 
this bill with its un-American pro- 
vision for conscription. 


Concurred in. 
ANTI-PILOTAGE BILL KILLED. 


We note with pleasure the defeat of 
this bill. Its defeat is in the interest 
of the safety of life and property at 
sea. We freely admit that the law as 
it stands works a_ discrimination 
against sailing vessels in favor of the 
steam vessels, but hold that the proper 
way to abolish the discrimination is to 
restore compulsory pilotage as re- 
gards steam vessels. A proper regard 
for the life of passengers, leaving the 
crew out of consideration, demands 
nothing less, and we recommend that 
the Legislative Committee be instruct- 
ed to continue opposition to the aboli- 
tion of compulsory pilotage in sailing 
vessels and to give any assistance that 
they can to any bill which shall en- 
deavor to re-introduce a safe and’ 
proper pilotage to all steam vessels, 
whether carrying passengers, cargo, or 
both. 


WAGE INCREASE IN POSTAL SER- 


VICE. 
We are glad to learn that there has 
been secured from Congress an in- 
erease in the salaries of letter carriers, 
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postoffice clerks and employes of the 
railway mail service, and recommend 
that the Legislative Committee con- 
tinue its efforts to secure better con- 
ditions and shorter hours for those 
engaged in this branch of the govern- 
ment service. 


Concurred in. 


TRUST LEGISLATION — ORGAN- 


IZED LABOR NOT A TRUST. 


We are in full accord with the po- 
sition of President Gompers concern- 
ing trust legislation and particularly 
his position when he declares that 
“workmen have not any products for 
sale.”” Labor power can not by any 
stretch of imagination be considered 
a product or a commodity. It is the 
mental and physical means by which 
products and commodities are pro- 
duced. Being the creator of them it 
is superior to them and must be 
treated accordingly. No matter what 
trust legislation is enacted it must not 
in any manner interfere with the right 
of workmen to organize for the pro- 
tection of their own interests. We, 
therefore, recommend that our Legis- 
lative Committee be on the alert when 
the subject matter is again under Con- 
gressional consideration to the end 
that all organizations of labor may 
be properly informed. 


Concurred in. 


OKLAHOMA —NEW STATE —ITS 


CONSTITUTION. 


We are delighted to know of the 
great progress made by tne new State 
of Oklahoma in the formation of its 
constitution. In many ways it is far 
in advance of the constitutions of its 
sister States. We are satisfied that if 
the people of Oklahoma, through its 
legislature, live up to the high stand- 
ard in the enactment of its laws au- 
thorized by its constitution, their 
rights and liberties will be better pro- 
tected than has been the case hereto- 
fore in other States. 


Concurred in, 
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JURISDICTION CLAIMS—ADJUST- 
MENTS—CONTENTIONS— 
POWER TO DECIDE. 





Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


PROGRESS OF UNION LABEL 
WORK. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
EDUCATION—LABOR—PROGRESS. 


Referred to Committee on Educa- 
tion. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LA- 
BOR EXHIBIT AT JAMES- 
TOWN. 


Referred to Committee on Eduea- 
tion. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST—EX- 
TEND ITS INFLUENCE. 


Referred to Special Committee. 


AMERICA’S LABOR PRESS. 
Referred to Committee on Educa- 
tion. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LA- 
BOR ORGANIZERS. 


Referred to Committee on Organi- 
zation. 

In conclusion we again desire to im- 
press upon our ‘fellow trade unionists 
the importance of matters dealt with 
in this report and urge that it be care- 
fully studied. 


A. FURUSETH, Chairman. 
H. J. CONWAY. 

W. B. MACFARLANE. 

J. L. RODIER. 

J. A. CABLE. 

P. J. McARDLE. 

THOS. F. TRACY. 

T. J. CREAGER. 

D. A. CAREY. 

J. C. SHANESSY. 

JAS. J. CREAMER. 

W. B. WILSON, Secretary. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole was concurred in, 
the vote being unanimous, 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Delegate Carey asked the unanimous 
consent of the Convention to the in- 
troduction of a resolution. Unani- 
mous consent being given, the follow- 
ing resolution was introduced: 


Resolution No. 175—By Delegate J. T. 
Carey, of the International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite and 
Paper Mill Workers: 


WHEREAS, In January, 1906, part 
of our organization seceded and formed 
what is Known as the International 
Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite and Pa- 
per Mill Workers; thereby causing 
strife and discord in the paper and 
pulp making craft, which strife has 
handicapped the work of organizing 
the unorganized of the paper and pulp 
making craft, and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the se- 
ceding organization of Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers has conspired 
with certain manufacturers to lock 
our members out and operate their 
paper mills on Sunday where our or- 
ganization is’ striving to maintain 
twenty-four hours shut down on Sun- 
day for all paper mills, and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the se- 
ceding organization of Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers have conspired 
with certain manufacturers to secure 
help to fill the places of our locked 
out members at a lower rate of wages 
than requested by our organization, 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor condemns the unfair Man- 
ufacturers’ Association for the 
various methods they pursue to de- 
prive labor of its rights, and espec- 
ially condemn the action of the officers 
of the seceding organizgtion known as 
the International Brotherhood of Pulp, 
Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers in 
assisting the Great Northern Paper 
Company in securing men to fill the 
places of locked out men at Millinocket, 
Jast Millinocket and Madison, Maine, 
and, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
reaffirm the jurisdiction rights of the 
International Brotherhood of Paper 
Workers, Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill 
Workers and reaffirm the decision of 
the Minneapolis Convention and that 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, through the Presi- 
dent, instruct all affiliated organiza- 
tions that the Tnternational Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers is the only 
recognized organization and that the 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor instruct all International Or- 
ganizations and Central Bodies that 
they must refrain from giving any as- 
sistance to the seceding organization 
of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill 
Workers under penalty of having their 








912 REPORT OF 


charters revoked. 
Referred to Adjustment Committee. 


Delegate Wallace asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. Unani- 
mous consent being given, the follow- 
ing resolution was introduced: 


Resolution No. 176—By Delegate 
James L. Wallace, of International 
Union of Pavers and’ Rammermen: 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annuai Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor direct its or- 
ganizers to co-operate with the Inter- 
national Union of Pavers, Rammermen, 
Flaggers, Bridge and Stone Curb Set- 
ters in the organizing of the Street 
Paving industry throughout their en- 
tire jurisdiction. 

Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


Delegate Clark asked the unanimous 
consent of the Convention to the in- 
troduction and immediate considera- 
tion of a resolution asking for an in- 
crease in the salaries of the organizers 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
Objection being offered, the resolution 
was not introduced. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 


The Committee desires the correction 
of a typographical error in their re- 
port in the Sixth Day’s Proceedings. 
In the report on Resolutions 55 and 88 
the recommendation should be “non- 
concurred” instead of “concurred.” 


The Committee recommended the 
adoption of Resolution No. 49 when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 49—By Delegates A.’ 


B. Grout, James J. Dardis, of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Etc.: 


WHEREAS, The Buck Stove and 
Range Co., of St. Louis, Mo., of which 
J. W. Van Cleave is president, has at- 
tempted to disrupt the Metal Polish- 
ers, Buffers. Platers, Brass Moulders, 
Brass and Silver Moulders Union of 
North Amerier, and in vursuance of 
said ohiect hos arhitrarily abolished 
the nine-hovr workday, which has 
existed in foctorv for over eighteen 
months. and _ instituted a ten-hour 
work dav. 

WHERFAS, The said J. W. Van 
Cleave, the president of said Com- 
any, is also president of the National 

nufacturers’ Asociation an or- 
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ganization which constitutes a small 
minority of the manufacturers of the 
country, and which has declared its 
hostility against all labor organiza- 
tions, and it was through the recom- 
menaations tf the said J. W. Van 
Cleave that the said Manufacturers’ 
Association has undertaken to raise 
a fund of $1,500,000 in 3 years for the 
alleged purpose of education, but 
which at the present time is being 
used under the direction of said J. 
W. Van Cleave in an attempt to dis- 
rupt the labor organizations of the 
country, especially the Metal Polish- 
ers, Buffers, Platers, Brass and Sil- 
ver Workers’ Union of North America, 
as well as the International Brother- 
hood of Foundry Employes, with whom 
his company has a dispute, and, 


WHEREAS, It has come _ to our 
knowledge that the funds of the Man- 
ufacturers’ Association are being ex- 
pended under the said Van Cleave’s 
direction for the employment of de- 
tective bureaus throughout the United 
States, who are now conducting a 
campaign of villification and slander 
against the officers and members of 
labor organizations for the purpose 
of creating distrust among the entire 
membership and to deceive and mis- 
lead them. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That each Central 
body affiliated with the A. F. of L. be 
and is hereby requested to appoint a 
committee who. shall conduct and 
manage a “campaign of education” 
among the membership affiliated with 
their central body, as well as dealers 
in stoves and ranges in their locality 
and thoroughly inform them of the 
entire facts of the disnute between the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
3rass and Silver Workers’ Union of 
North America, the Brotherhood of 
Foundry Employes, also as to the at- 
titude of J. W. Van Cleave and the 
Manufacturers’ Association towards 
organized labor. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That the said commit- 
tee shall report on the first of each 
month to the officers of the A. F. of 
L. the progress of the “campaign of 
education,” together with a complete 
list of all dealers in their locality 
who are handling and selling the pro- 
duct of the Buck Stove and Range 
Company. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That all Commis- 
sioned@ organizers of the A. F. of L. 
shall report on the first of each month 
to the officers of the A. F. of L. the 
progress made in “this campaign of 
education” by the different commit- 
tees of the different central bodies in 
their respective districts, and also ren- 
der such aid to all committees as lay 
in their power. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
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gate Grout and Vice-President Dun- 
can. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the Committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 78—By Delegates F. 
Duffy, T. M. Guerin, J. E. Potts, A, M. 
Swartz, J. D. McKinlay, W. B. Mac- 
Farlane, W. D. Huber, United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada, within the past 
few years, petitioned the local unions 
of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America in 
Canada to correspond with the home 
office in the United States requesting 
that the per capita tax be paid di- 
rect by the home office to the Trades 
and Labor Congress on our Canadian 
membership; and 

WHEREAS, Said congress, through 
its official secretary-treasurer, P. M. 
Draper, also petitioned our last Gen- 
eral Convention, held in Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., September 17th to 28th, 1906, 
to pay per capita tax direct from our 
international office to the Trades and 
Lahor Congress on our Canadian mem- 
bership; and 

WHEREAS, Said request was grant- 
ed in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
and we are now paying tax on our 
membership in Canada to the Domin- 
ion Trades and Labor Congress, as 
well as to the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America be exempt from paying 
per capita tax to the American Feder- 
ation of Labor on its Canadian mem- 
bership, as it is unfair to be called 
upon to pay more than once on our 
membership, or any part thereof. 


The committee non-concurred in the 
resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. ‘ 


Delegates Guerin and Duffy (Frank) 
stated that the resolution was intro- 
duced for the purpose of obtaining a 
ruling on the question and stated fur- 
ther that their organization did not 
object to paying per capita tax on 
their Canadian members to the Cana- 
dian Trades and Labor Congress. 

The question was further discussed 
by Vice-President Duncan, Delegate 
Walker (J. H.), Delegates Stevenson, 
Newton, Carey (D. A.), McKinlay, Lan- 
ders, Deveaux, Wilson (W. B.), and 


Vice-President Simpson, of the Cana- 
dian Trades and Labor Congress. 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank), for the Spe- 
cial Committee appointed to consider 
the question of the Buck Stove and 
Range Company, announced that a re- 
port from that committee was ready. 

Delegate Wilson (James)—I move 
that that report be made a special order 
of business for 2:30 o’clock this after- 
noon. 

After a short discussion, the motion 
was withdrawn, and Delegate Ramsay, 
for the Special Committee read the fol- 
lowing: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor: 
Your Special Committee, to which 

was referred the subject matter con- 

tained in the reports of President Gom- 
pers and of the Executive Council rela- 
tive to the suit brought by J. W. Van 

Cleave, of the Buck Stove and Range 

Company, against the American Feder- 

ation of Labor and its officers, and all 

matters in connection therewith, begs 
leave to report as follows: 

We have given the reports, the evi- 
dence and all other matters in con- 
nection with the suit, our deliberate 
consideration. There is not the least 
doubt in our minds but that the suit 
in question, the scurrilous and scandal- 
ous campaign of villification against 
the officers of our great movement, 
the rampant antagonism of the worst 
elements of the capitalist class as mani-, 
fested in Los Angeles and elsewhere, 
are all of them of a kind, leading up 
to and the result of the creation of the 
million and a half dollar War Fund 
by the Manufacturers’ National Asso- 
ciation—raised in the effort to weaken 
and ultimately destroy the effectiveness 
of our great movement, our movement 
which protects and advances the in- 
terests of the toiling masses of our 
country against the greed and agegres- 
sion of those who seek to profit if the 
toilers were rendered defenseless. 

We have read with the deepest in- 
terest the fundamental principles: in- 
volved in the Van Cleave suit as set 
forth in President Gompers’ report, 
both under the caption dealing specifi- 
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cally with the suit and also in that 
part of the report dealing with the 
“injunction abuse” We venture to as-. 
sert that in no uvcument of a similar 
kind or in any treatise upon the sub- 
ject have constitutional guarantees and 
inherent principles been set forth more 
clearly, logically and truly than in 
the President’s report. 

There is involved in the Van Cleave 
Buck Stove and Range Company suit 
against the A. F. of L. and its officers 
fundamental rights which strike at the 
very root of free institutions. The 
freedom of speech and the freedom of 
the press are involved; and, as Presi- 
dent Gompers so ably and amply sets 
forth, there are involved the right of 
man’s ownership of himself, his owner- 
ship of his labor power, of the wages he 
receives in return for the exchange of 
his labor power, and the use to which 
these wages may be devoted. 

Freedom was never taken from a 
people by one attack. The process was 
and is gradual. It is the denial of the 
rights of one portion of the peo- 
ple at one time, the infringement upon 
the liberties of another portion at 
another time, that step by step make 
inroads into the citadel of freedom and 
undermine the entire structure. 

So with the injunctive process as 
typified in the present suit. The at- 
tempt to deny to the men of labor the 
right of the freedom of speech and of 
the press should not only arouse the 
resentment of the great masses of our 
people, but it should appeal strongly to 
the newspapers and magazines of our 
time. 

The freedom of the press implies not 
merely that one shall print and say 
the things that please. For such a 
purpose guarantees are entirely super- 
fluous. The constitutional guarantees 
of the freedom of the press were de- 
signed to protect the dissidents, the 
opponents, in their right not only to 
protest but to make public that protest 
in speech and print, in an appeal to 
the people against existing power and 
conditions. In it are involved the 
guarantee of the right to say the 
things that displease, man being re- 
sponsible for his utterances and never 
to be enjoined or prohibited from ex- 
pressing himself. 
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The blow in this instance against 
labor and its official magazine, the 
American Federationist, may to-mor- 
row in some form be directed against 
another publication, and though labor 
may be called upon to bear the brunt 
and make the contest in the present 
proceedings, we urge upon the press of 
cur country the consideration of the 
principle of free speech and free press 
involved in these proceedings. 

If the rights and the interests of the 
people are to be protected and defended 
against modern greed, avarice, chi- 
canery and unlawful power, we can 
not, and we will not, surrender or 
yield the exercise of the liberty of 
speech, the liberty of the press. 

We protest against and repudiate the 
theory, either expressed or implied, 
that there exists any direct or indirect 
property right in workmen other than 
by the workmen themselves, and in de- 
fense of our position upon these great 
fundamental principles made sacred by 
history and traditions, we pledge our 
united efforts. 

We commend the .action thus far 
taken by the President and the Execu- 
tive Council, in taking the necessary 
legal steps to maintain our Constitu- 
tional rights. Your committee believes 
it is of vital importance that this suit 
be fought to a successful termination, 
and, therefore, to raise an available 
fund for that purpose we recommend 
that this convention authorize the 
President and the Executive Council to 
issue a special assessment of one cent 
per capita, and that the President and 
the Executive Council aforesaid be 
further authorized to make such other 
and further assessments, should occa- 
sion require, as they in their judg- 
ment may deem necessary. 

FRANK DUFFY, Chairman. 

. D. G. RAMSAY, Secretary. 

JOHN P. FREY. 

S. L. LANDERS, 
JOHIN T. ISMTTH, 
JOHN A. MOFFITT, 
EMMET T. FLOOD. 
J. G. NOYES, 
GEORGE FINGER, 
W. D. MAHON, 

JERE L. SULLIVAN, 
JOHN FITZPATRICK, 


Delegate Ramsay—I move the 
adoption of the report. 


The motion was seconded and cars 
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ried by unanimous vote of the con- 

vention. : 

Delegate Ramsay for the Special 
Committee, read the following supple- 
mentary report: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Your special committee to which 
was referred tne subject matter of the 
suit of tne Buck Stove and Range 
Company, begs leave to make the 
following supplemental report: 

Referring to Resolution No. 49, hereto 
attached, by Delegates A. B. Grout and 
James J, Dardis, of the Metal Polish- 
ers, Buffers and Platers Union, rela- 
tive to a “campaign of educaticn,” we 
fuily agree with the purpose of the 
resolution, but recommend that the 
details and manner of carrying out 
the spirit and object of the resolu- 
tion be left in the hands of the Presi- 
dent and Eixecutive Council, 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK DUFFY, Chairman, 
D. G. RAMSAY, Secretary. 
JOHN P. FREY. 

Ss. L. LANDERS. 
JOHN A, MOFFITT, 
JOHN T. SMITH, 
JOHN FITZPATRICK. 
EMMET T. FLOOD. 
GRORGE FINGER, 

J. G. NOYES. 

W. D. MAHON, : 
JERE L. SULLIVAN. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

President Gomipers—We have with 
us the Rev. Charles Stelzle, head of 
the Department of Church and Labor 
of the Presbyterian Church. He has 
done much in advocacy of the real 
cause of labor, and to bring home io 
the ministry of the Gospel and to the 
men and women who believe that their 
activity in the church is sufficient to 
solve the social problem, the fact that 
they are mistaken. While in no way 
diverting their attention from the spir- 
itual, he calls their attention to the 
things material and necessary for the 
human uplift. Mr. Stelzle is net only a 
minister of the Gospel with high at- 
tainments and a graduate of colleges 
of theology, but primarily he is a 
graduate of the Machinists’ Union, and 
both as a union man in heart and 
spirit, God-fearing and God-loving, I 
ask that he be heard at this time and 


that Vice-President Valentine will 
escort him to the platform. 

Fraternal Delegate Stelzle—Mr. Pres- 
ident ang Fellow Delegates: Somebody 
asKed me the other day, “‘Steizie, how 
long do you expect to nold your job*” 
I said “I don’t Know, but 1 am not 
very anx1o0us about il. sere aie SeV- 
eral reasons for this. In the first place, 
I have a couple of union-made overails 
in a trunk in my attic, and | carry a 
union card of tie international asso- 
ciation of Machinists in my pocket, so 
I can go back to tne bench it neces- 
sary. But I do not aaticipaie using the 
overalls or my union card in a practi- 
cal way in tne very near future, be- 
cause at a convention of representative 
men of the Presbyterian Church, which 
church has established this Depart- 
ment of Church and Labor, I recently 
received a most enthusiastic reception, 
I noticed during our three days’ con- 
vention that no address of any note 
appealed more strongly to those men 
than an appeal to hfigul tor the right 
of the workingmen of America. | 
cause of this I feel very strongly 
encouraged in the job I undertook five 
years ago at the request of the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church. 

I suppose every fteuow nas his own 
little pian for ‘the solution of the Inbox 
question; the division of profits: “get- 
ting that which is coming to him,” as 
We say in the shop. A couple of Ge«r- 
mans sat at a table in a restaurant 
and. ordered fish for their dinner. The 
waiter brought it and one of them pro- 
ceeded to carve it. He then presented 
to his neighbor across the table the 
small end of the fish, consisting prin- 
cipally of the tail, some skin and 
bones. The other’ said, “Jakey, is 
that right?” “What is the matter,” 
asked Jakey. “If I were to divide that 
fish I would give you the big end and 
1 would take the little end.” ‘Veli,’ 
said Jakey “you have got it, ain’t 
you, what are you kicking about?” 


I rather think a good many of us are 
trying to solve the labor question in 
that way. I speak now of men as a 
whole, not of men in the Unions. We 
fail to get the view point of the other 
fellow; and that is the thing the great 
mass of men need to get hold of. Too 
long have we been hearing arguments 
in favor of things which have been 
recognized for many generations, but 
the era of the common man has 4ar- 
rived, and this great labor movement 
is bound to win. No human power ean 
prevent it, and no divine power will. be- 
cause fundamentally this great labor 
movement is a moral and a religious 
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erusade. ‘There are thousands of men 
who are being delfi'ded by the vaia 
hope that if they can abvlish the labor 
union they will have solved the labur 
question. These men forgot that the 
labor union is not the labor questiun. 
If every labor union in existence were 
to be wiped today the labor ques- 
tion would still be present, and I 
sometimes think in a more aggre- 
vated form than we find it today. 
There are many forces, organized and 
unorganized, which are included in the 
labor movement. It includes’ the 
twenty-five million socialists of the 
world. It embraces the eight million 
trade unionists from every land. It 
includes that movement among the 
Russian peasantry, twenty thousand 
of whom last year suffered martydom; 
it includes the movement among the 
British workingmen who today prxacti- 
cally control the British Parliament. 
{t includes forty per cent. of the popu- 
lation of Germany who are working 
for social democracy in that country. 
It embraces the movements among the 
working people in Italy, in France, in 
Austria, in Australia, to say 
nothing of the social  un- 
rest which exists in our own 
country. In view of all this it does not 
require a very wise man to see that 
this is the ern cf the workingman, 
when he is coming; slowly but surely to 
his own. Whatever comes to you in tre 
way of better conditions will come to 
you almost entirely through your own 
efforts as workingmen. You may enlist 
other organizations, and it is my priv- 
ilege te presen: to thousands of people, 
educators, thinkers and leaders in va- 
rious walks of life, the moral and ethi- 
cal as well as the practical aspects of 
this great movement. It behooves us as 
workingmen to enlist every organiza- 
tion and every institution throughout 
the world in ordey that they may help 
us in our struggle towards better and 
ncbler things. 


The President said I graduated from 
the machine shop. Yes, and the eight 
years I spent in that big machine shop 
in New York city were of more value 
to me than any training I received in 
preparation of the work of the Gospel 
minister. There I came into contact 
with the actual every-day’ things of 
men, But before those days spent in 
the machine shop 1 got to know some- 
thine of the struggles of the working 
people. I went to work when I was eight 
years old in the basement of a New 
York tenement house. My mother and 
four sisters and I lived in two rear 
rooms in a rear tenement. My mother 


worked at wrappers, getting $2 a dozen 
tor the finished garment. I often awoke 
long after midiight to see her sitting 
by iny bed workiig to finish the last 
dozeu wrappers so that I might take 
them to,the Jew’s sweat shop in the 
morning to get the $2 for them, that 
we might hav2 something to eat for 
breakfast. Often she went supperless in 
order to give tie children sumething to 
eat, and frequentiy that. was only a 
Stale 101. with a pinch of salt sprinkled 
upon it. That was often all we had to 
cat for a week at a time. With that 
experience back of me, if % were not 
sympaihetic with workingmen to get 
ketter conditions for themselves, social 
and economic, I would be faithless to 
myself, faithless to my mother, faith- 
less to you, and i believe faithless to God. 
If I fe.t that the church cared nothing 
about the abolicion of child labor, about 
securing better conditions in the work 
shop and tenement; if it cared nothing 
for betiering the conditions of the wo- 
tner workers o* ovr country, I would 
leove the church end line up with some 
other organizaticn that is working to 
wipe out thes? curses of our modern 
civilization. Somme of you, I am sure, 
have had such mothers, not yet old in 
years, but broken in health, and some- 
times crippled i body, because of those 
awful earlier experiences. I need sim- 
piy think of th’. mother and those four 
sisters and all they passed through— 
yes, ane all they might have passed 
through—to mak: me an agitator, a de- 
epise@ labor agitator, if you please, 
working with al! the power God has 
given me e@gainst every condition and 
every institution of human society 
which I believe stand in the way of 
the progress 2f r:y people—the working 
neople, 

But the church dces care. It does not 
care as much as it should, I grant you; 
but if the church cid not care. I would 
not be on this job for five years and I 
would not be on it today. And if the 
church does not care more one year 
from today thun it does today I will 
hold myself largely responsible because 
I will bave failed to make good. 

I said a moment ago that this great 
labor movement is a moral and a re- 
ligious problem. I believe the day will 
come, and it is not far distant, when 
Christian men will give their lives to 
the cause of labor, as many of them 
are today giving themselves to the 
work of the Christian ministry. In 
other words, they will become profes- 
sional Christian agitators, because they 
have come to believe that this great 
labor movement is fundamental, a 
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Christian movement. And parents ‘will 
consecrate their little children to the 
cause of labor, who, when they come 
to the years of maturity, will go out 
in the name of God and for the sake of 
our common humanity and fight the 
battles of the working people. 


President Gompers—I am sure it is 


unnecessary to say anything; the dem- 


onstration that followed Brother 
Stelzle’s address shows he has our 
warmest appreciation and gratitude 


for the splendid work he is doing. 

The hour for adjournment having 
arrived, the convention was adjourned 
to 2 p. m. 





SEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m. Monday, November 18th, 
President Gompers in the chair, 


ABSENTEES — Kline, Dougherty, 
Mockler, Conway, Comerford, Nugent, 
Larger, Winters, Sullivan (W. Q.), 
Davis, McSorley, Harrison, Wilson (J. 
T.), Sullivan (D. H.), Carroll, Sheret, 
Starr, Alpine, Clark, Kennedy (Frank), 
Calhoun, Perham, Quick (L. W.), Ma- 
hon, Freel, Whitehead, Powell (G.), 
Colbert, Entenza, Peete, Park, Koonce, 
Langston, Virella, Leighton, Richards, 
Maloney, Quick (G. F.), Engle, Arm- 
strong, Humphrey, Costello, Piggott, 
Bowerman, Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, 
Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, Roe, 
Behen, Canty, McCallum, Thompson, 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley. 


Secretary Morrison—On page 7 of 
the sixth day’s proceedings a motion 
was omitted. The motion was to adopt 
as Paragraph 18 of the Economic Plat- 
form adopted at the Minneapolis Con- 
vention the following: ‘‘We favor a 
system of United States Government 
Postal Savings Banks.” The motion was 
earried, This correction will appear in 
the printed proceedings. 


The Committee on Credentials re- 
ported favorably on the credentials of 
the following delegates from the Amer- 
ican Society of Equity: John T. Touhy 
and M. Wesley Tubbs, with one vote 
each. 


On motion of Secretary Morrison the 


report of the committee was accepted 
and the delegates seated. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 98—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHBEREAS, Experience has proven 
that the militia can be used by capi- 
talists as an engine of destruction in 
the subjugation of the working people 
—armed workmen in Uniform have 
been thus arrayed against unarmed 
workmen out on strike, and ordered 
to shoot down their defenseless broth- 
ers, and 


WHEREAS, History has proved over 
and over again that only armed na- 
tions have ever remained free nations, 
and the American masses are the most 
defenseless on the face of the earth; 
if we except the Chinese and Russians; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor hereby in- 
structs all affiliated bodies to hold 
ahsolutely aloof from any connection 
with the militia until the militia sys- 
tem in vogue in Switzerland or some 
other orderly and well organized 
method of arming every sober and reé- 
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putable citizen is adopted in the United 
States, 


The committee non-concurred in the 
resolution. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.) moved the 
adoption of the report of the commit- 
tee. (Seconded). 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Berger, Vice-President Duncan, 
Delegates Feeley, Mahoney, Barnes (J. 
M.), Newton, Wilson (W. B.), Walker 
(J. H.), Bablitz, Colgan, Hart, Nelson, 
Bradley. 

Vice-President Morris in the chair. 


The question was further discussed 
by President Gompers. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 102—By Delegate E. 
T. Behrens, Missouri State Federdtion 
of Labor: 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be and is hereby in- 
structed to have introduced in the 
next Congress a bill providing for the 
abolishment of the appropriations 
which are made by the Government to 
the railroad companies for the han- 
dling of the United States mails be- 
tween depots and postoffices, and to 
provide that contracts be made with 
citizens for the handling of the mails 
at each postoffice. 


The committee non-concurred in 


the resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 104—By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin State 
Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Labor creates all val-- 
ue, or makes them useful and acces- 
sible to mankind, but the present eco- 
nomic system is such that it is impos- 
sible for the great mass of wage earn- 
ers to save up a sufficient amount of 
money or property to secure them 
against want and misery and indigni- 
ties of capitalistic charity in their old 
age: and 

WHEREAS, It is the prime object of 
the trade union movement te improve 
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and elevate the standard of living of 
the working class everywhere, and in 
every possible ‘way; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to use its best ef- 
forts to induce the Congress of the 
United States to pass a bill which will 
secure to every wage worker in the 
United States who has earned no more 
than $1,000 average wages per year, a 
pension of not less than $12.00 per 
month at the age of 60, and thereafter 
for the rest of his or her natural life; 
provided, however, that such wage 
earner is a citizen of the United States, 
and has lived in this country for at 
least 21 years continuously at the time 
the application is made. 


The committee 
the resolution. 


non-concurred in 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egates Berger, Walker (J. H.), Cramp- 
ton, Huddell, Brown and _ Secretary 
Morrison. 


Delegate Wilson (W. B.)—I move 
as an amendment to the report of the 
committee the following: 


“We favor the principle of an old- 
age pension, and advise that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to make 
an investigation of methods by which 
that end can be attained under our 
laws, and report the same to the next 
convention.” 


The amendment was seconded. 


Delegate Huddell offered the follow- 
ing as a substitute: 


RESOLVED, That the Ameriran 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled favors old-age pensions; that 
the affiliated organizations advocate 
such a system and ask the locals to 
agitate it in the different States. 

The substitute was declared out of 
order, and Delegate Huddell offered it 
as a suggestion, 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Strait and Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. ) 

Delegate McKee moved that the re- 
solution, the report of the committee 
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and the substitute be recommitted to 
the Commitee on Resolutions. (Sec- 
onded). 

Delcgate Kennedy (W. E.), moved 
as an amendment that the entire sub- 
ject maiter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Couucil, with instructions to in- 
vestigate aid report to the next con- 
vention. (oeconded). 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegaies Berger, Hayes (Max), 
and Bablitz. 

The motion to refer to the Zxecutive 
Council with instructions to investigate 
and report to the next convention was 
carried, and the motion as amended 
was adopted. 


Resolution No. 105—By Delegate Vic- 
tor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion: 


RESOLVED, That true labor politics 
can never be non-partisan, and must 
always be partisan. And it must always 
be partisan to labor; and furthermore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That only by uniting 
politically on class lines in like man- 
ner as we are now economically or- 
ganized on class lines, can the Ameri- 
can working class compel recognition 
of its rig*ts and finally secure the ful 
product of labor to the workers. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—The com- 
mittee non-concurs in this resolution 
on the ground that it is unconstitu- 
tional. In this connection I wish 
read to you Section 8 of Article III of 
the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


“Party politics, whether they he 
Democratic, Republican, Socialistic, 
Populistic, or any other, shall have n? 
place in the Conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor.” 


Your committee takes the position 
that this resolution deals with party 
politics. and under the’ constitution 
ean not be discussed in this convention. 
I therefore move that the report of 
the committee be concurred in. (Sec- 
onded) 

Delegate Berger began a discussion 
of the question. Delegate Rvan arose 
to a point of order, and stated that 
any discussion of the subject was out 
of order under the section of the con- 
stitution quoted. 

President Gompers ruled 
point of order was well taken. 

Delegate Berger appealed from ihe 
decision of the chair. 

President Gompers requested Dele- 
gate Berger to make a _ statement 


that the 


of his grounds for appealing from the 
decision of the chair, 

Delegate Berger—I want to call your 
attention to the fact that we are en- 
dorsing no party of any kind, there- 
fore we are not discussing party poli- 
tics. I want to make the siatement 
at this time that party puiiciics are al- 
ways the political expression of econ- 
omic conditions, and we are going to 
enter into a discussion of economic 
principles. 

Delegate Berger proceeded to further 
discuss the question when a delegate 
arose to a point of order and stated 
that he was not giving his grounds for 
appealing but discussing the resolu- 
tion. 

President Gompers ruled that the 
point was well taken, and asked that 
Delegate Berger proceed to state his 
grounds for appealing from the de- 
cision of the chair. 

Delegate Bergér again proceeded to 
discuss the avestion, and a point of 
order was raised that he was not stat- 
ing his reasons for appealing from the 
chair. 

The chair ruled that the point of 
order was well taken. 

President Gompers—The chair will 
give the grounds for his decision in 
sustaining the point of order without 
any personal reference to his own likes 
or dislikes in the disposition of a mat- 
ter of this character. The resolution 


offered upon the subject matter 
with which this’ resolution deals 
can never be non-partisan. It 
declares that the subject with 
which it deals can never be 
1on-partisan and therefore declares 


that the resolution is partisan. The 
constitution declares that party ovoli- 
tics of whatever character shall have 
no place in the Conventions of the 
American Federation of Labor. The 
chair has no alternative, but to de- 
cide as he has, and the question re- 
curs, shall the decision of the chair 
stand as the decision of this conven- 
tion? All who favor the decision of 
the chair will please raise their hands. 


All the delegates present except ten 
voted to sustain the decision of the 
chair, 

The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. ‘ 


Delegate Walker (J. H. )—If the 
chair will allow me to introduce a mo- 
tion I will do so. It pertains to the 
subject covered bv the motion that 
was ruled out of order, Ac rhe anh- 
ject is a very important one, if T am 
permitted, I will introduce a resolution. 
I expected to offer this while the other 
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resolution was being discussed, and 
would like to place it in the hands 
of the committee at this time, 


No objection being offered, Dele- 
gate Walker introduced the following: 


Resolution No. 177, by Delegate J. H. 
Walker, of the United Mine Workers 
of America. 


RESOLVED, That a document pre- 
parcd by tne Executive Council, set- 
ting forth the reasons for a political 
movement being inaugurated by the 
workers of our country, be sent tv 
every international, national and State 
organization, and every central body 
and federated union affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor; also to 
the different farmers’ organizations 
and all bona fide labor unions and or- 
gdnizations of workers not affiliated, 
with the request that they give it ze- 
rious consideration and notify Secre- 
tary Morrison of the result of their 
action, and that Secretary Morrison 
prepare a complete record of same and 
present it to our next convention to be 
acted upon, 


The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 111—By International 
Molders’ Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, After every effort to 
secure an adjustment by conferences 
with the representatives of the employ- 
ers had proved fruitless, on May iirst, 
1906, the members of the International 
Molders’ Union of North America in 
Milwaukee, Wis., inaugurated a strike 
for higher wages and shorter hours, As 
soon as the strike was declared mem- 
bers of the Foundrymen’s Association 
secured the services of private detec- 
tives, armed guards and thugs for the 
purpose of laying the foundation for 
the obtaining of injunctions. In this 
instance the absolute accuracy of this 
statement has been established before 
the court; two of the employes of the 


Herr and Burr Detective Agency hav- , 


ing confessed that they had been 
directed to assault prominent strikers, 
officers of the Molders’ Union and 
others. As a result of these confes- 
sions, which have been supported in 
court by a mass of corroborative evi- 
dence, prominent officials of one of the 
firms and members of the above named 
detective agency have been placed 
under arrest and are at present under 
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one thousand dollar bonds‘each. And 


WHEREAS, Members of the Foun- 
drymen’s Association, through their 
agents, incited disturbances of the 
peace and offered premiums for the 
assaulting of the leading members of 
the Molders’ Union, ‘'he courts were 
then infurmed that the firms’ employes 
(secured since the strike) were being 
assaulted, intimidated and coerced and 
that a number of their workmen, re- 
cently arrived immigrants, some of 
whom were imported in violation of 


the Alien Contract Labor Law (one 
of the firms, the Allis-Chalmers Com- 
pany, having already been found guilty 
in and punished by the Federal Court 
for this violation of the law) were 
being deprived of earning a livelihood 
as free and independent workmen, It 
mattered not that thé firms came 
before the court with unclean hands, 
the injunctions were issued by the 
State and by the Federal Courts. Fol- 
lowing these injunctions came _ the 
usual contempt proceedings, and union 
men were punished and imprisoned for 
contempt. And 


WHEREAS, These contempt pro- 
ceedings deprived them, as they were 
intended to do, of the right of trial by 
jury, and of all the other safeguards 
guaranteed to them by the Federal 
‘Constitution. The men, however, did 
not lose courage—they fought, and 
they are still fighting for their cause, 
supported by their national organiza- 
tion and its local unions. And 


WHEREAS, On May 20th, 1907, the 
United States Circuit Court for the 
Eastern District of Wusconsin, pre- 
sided over by Judge Sanborn, of Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, issued a permanent 
injunction against the Molders’ Union, 
its members, its sympathizers, and 
friends so sweeping in character that 
it prohibits the men on strike and their 
sympathizers from doing anything, 
even that which was heretofore re- 
garded lawful, It practically abolished 
the right to strike, and its decision 
makes every member of a labor union 
a conspirator when engaged in the 
strike and subject to dire punishment 
by the court. So sweeping are its 
terms and provisions that any act 
which could be construed by the court 
as interfering with, or in anyway 
hampering the firm in the conduct of 
its business is made a contempt, and 
the machinery of the Federal Court 
has already been set in motion to 
imprison strikers and their officers for 
having continued in carrying on the 
sirike and for having told the truth 
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concerning the strike to workmen and 
others. And 

WHEREAS, The decision rendered 
in the case is without precedent since 
the notorious Jenkins injunction was 
handed down, and what little comfort 
may have heretofore been given to 
union men by the courts in per- 
mitting them to strike, or in  per- 
mitting them to indulge in peaceful 
suasion and peaceful picketing was 
swept way. The decision is of such tar 
reaching significance (hat it cannot be 
permitted to stand as law, for _ it 
strikes a hard blow against aJl organ- 
ized labor. Already throughouz the 
country the enemies of organized li- 
bur are making use of tdis decision, 
and they quote it with avaricious glee, 
whenever labor is sougnt to be en- 
icined against their rights, in the 
cvent of strikes, The Sanborn :injune- 
tion is the most far reaching of all 
and marks a new epoch in the his.iory 
of injunctions, and is iow in the fir- 
ing line of capitai’s war againsi Or- 
ganized Labor; and 


WHEREAS, This injunction cannot, 
and must not, be permitted to stand, 
for its meaning is of paramount na- 
tional importance, it affects the right 
of every laboring man; it Is of so 
sweeping a nature that it is no longer 
a fight of the Molders alone, but a 
fight of all organized labor against 
the repetition of the issuing of like 
injunctions. The courts must regard 
the rights of organized labor. Their 
constitutional rights must be respect- 
ed; and 

WHEREAS, The International 
Molders’ Union has appealed from 
said decision and said appeal is now 
pending in the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals for the Seventh (7th) Circuit of 
the United States; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By this Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor, assembled at 
Norfolk, Virginia, that it does hereby 
protest against said injunction and 
declares the same to be un-American 
in spirit and in contravention of the 
Constitution of the United States; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor and all organi- 
zations in convention assembled under 
its auspices, do hereby jofntly and 
severally, morally and financially, 
endorse the fight of the International 
Molders’ Union of North America 
against the said injunction, and that 
ways and means be adopted for the 


calling upon the various labor organi- 
zations to join in this great war 
against said injunction; and be it 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor shall not cease in 
its moral and financial support of the 
said International Molders’ Union of 


North America until said injunction 
shall have been dissolved and render- 
ed for naught upon the books of law; 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That a copy of this 
resolution be forwarded to the De- 
partment of Labor at Washington and 
that the same be given to the press 
of America, and that all labor organ- 
izations are authorized to call meet- 
ings at such times and places as may 
be convenient with due expediency to 
agitate the reversal of said injunction; 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That we do herewith 
extend our sympathy to our brethren 
in Milwaukee so engaged in the strike 
and send them words of courage and 
cheer in their heroic efforts for their 
betterment and that of all mankind. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to tne Executive 
Council for consideration, and to take 
such action as in their judgement is 
deemed advisable. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 112—By Boot and 
shoe Workers’ Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The lasters employed by 
the W. L. Douglas Shoe Ca, Brockton, 
Mass., declared a strike in an attempt 
to force the firm to recognize an in- 
dependent union of lasters, and con- 
spired against and violated a contract 
between the W. L. Douglas Shoe Co. 
and the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union, 
which contract has been in existence 
since November, Ist, 1898, 

WHEREAS, The Soot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union in the proper pursuit of 
its obligations under the contract, as- 
sisted the W. L. Douglas Shoe Co. to 
fill the places of the contract-breakers; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor iii convention as- 
sembled at Norfolk, Va., disapproves of 
independent unions hostile to the legi- 
timate trade union movement; we dis- 
approve of contract breaking; we dis- 
approve of that kind of unionism which 
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applies the term “strike breakers’ to 
those who work for the protection of 
contracts between employers and un- 
ions. We heartily appiove of the alti- 
tude of the Douglas Company in ob- 
serving the terms of their contract 
aguinst the attack of a hostile body 
calling itself a trade union, and we re- 
affirm our endorsement of the union 
stamp of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ 
Union, in recognition of our approval 
of the course of that union in pro- 
tecting its contract obligations. 


The committee concurred in the re- 
solution. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 118—By Delegates A. 
B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal Pol- 
ishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Mold- 
ers, Brass and Silver Workers’ Union 
of N. A.; Geo, Leary, Essex County, 
Trades Council: 

WHEREAS, It is well-known that a 
large percentage of the working class 
die «ach year from the dread disease, 
tuberculosis, and it has been demon- 
strated that this discase can be cur- 
tailed by the establishment of sanitary 
conditions in work shops, also cured 
when once contracted by the patient re- 
ceiving proper medical attention, such 
as only can be provided in a properly 
conducted sanitarium; therefore be it 

RESOLVED. Thi this convention of 
the A. F. of L. instruct the Executive 
Council to have prepared for the con- 
sideration of the twenty-eighth annual 
convention the probable cost of build- 
ing and maintaining a sanitarium un- 
der the direction of the President of the 
A. ©. 0f L 


The committee non-concurred in th 
resolution. , 
A motion was made and_ seconded 


thit the report of the committee be 
concurred in, 


The question was discussed by Del-’ 
egate Barnes (J. M.),’ Vice-President 
Duncan and Delegate Grout. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


tesolution No. 187 was read by Dele- 
gate Ryan, who made the following ex- 
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planation in regard to it: 


Some of the labor unions interested 
in West Virginia have had no organ- 
izers in that State. For years the or- 
ganization which I represent in part 
has kept a corps of organizers in West 
Virginia, and expect to keep them there. 
{I am informed by President Gompers 
that the American Federation of Labor 
has kept one or two organizers in the 
State of West Virginia, and intends to 
keep them there. We do not desire to 
have the impression go out that none 
of the crganizations are working there. 
For' that reason we recommend adding 
the words, ‘or have not already done 
so.”’ With this amendment the commit- 
tee concurs in the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concur- 
red in. 

The question was discussed by Treas- 
urer Lennon and Delegate Duffy. 

Delegate Barnes moved that the reso- 
lution be recommitted to the commit- 
tee. (Seconded). 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Furuseth, Vice-President 
Duncan, Delegates McNulty and Brink- 
man. 

Delegate McNulty stated that he had 
copies of the injunction and would 
place them in the hands of the com- 
mittee if the question was re-referred. 

The motion to recommit was carried. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
convention Mr. George P. Overman, 
Secretary of Progressive Harbor No. 
9, American Association of Masters, 
Mates and Pilots of Norfolk. 

Mr. Overman—As a representative of 
the Masters, Mates and Pilots plying on 
wattrs of Virginia and North Carolina, 
I appear here as a committee of one 
to ask the privilege of the floor for a 
cominittee that will come before this 
body tomorrow, or some other date that 
you wil] set. We wish to express our 
appreciation of the interest you have 
taken in our behalf. A newspaper clip- 
ping shows that some steps have been 
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taken by which our hours of labor can 
be shortened. Without going into de- 
tails, I will be pleased to receive per- 
mission for our committee to appear 
for a few minutes tomorrow. 

Unanimous consent was given to the 
request of Mr. Overman, and the hear- 
ing of the committee was made a spe- 
cial order of business for three o’clock 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

The announcemen. was made that F. 
R. McDonald, Aurora, Ill., was called 
to his home on account of illness of his 


family. Mr. McDonald was excused 
from further attendance on the conven- 
tion, 

A letier was received from the ladies 
of the W. C. T. U. thanking the con- 
venticn for allowing them the use of 
Armory Hall on the evening of the 21st, 
and inviting all the delegates to be 
present at an entertainment to be given 
on that evening. 

At 5 p. m, the convention was ad- 
journed to 9 a. m. Tuesday, November 
19th. 








EIGHTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 9 o’clock a. m. Tuesday, November 
19th, President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES — Kline, Dougherty, 
Mockler, Tracy (T. F.), Conway, Rus- 
sell, Wilson (J. T.), Wilson (W. B.), 
Sullivan (D. H.), Carroll, Carey, 
Sheret, Starr, Calhoun, Quick (L. W.), 
Freel, Powell (G.), Entenza, Peete, 
Koonce, Langston, Mahoney (M.), Virel- 
la, Leighton, Zimmerman, Richards, Ma- 
loney (R. S.), Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, 
Piggott, Bowerman, Robinson (F.), 
Bradley (J.), Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, 
Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzie, Justice, Roe, 


Behen, Canty, McCallum, Thompson, 
(K. R.), Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, 
Myers, Freedman, Conley. 


Treasurer Lennon announced that he 
had received a letter from Vice-Presi- 
dent John Mitchell, in which he ex- 
tended greetings to personal friends 
and his best wishes for the success of 
the Convention. 


Delegate McKee, for the Committee 
on Boycotts, reported as follows: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
27th Annual Convention of the A. F. 
ot is: 


We, your Committee on Boycotts, 
beg leave to report as follows: 


Resolution No. 10—By Delegates 
Henry Fischer and A. McAndrews, of 
Tobaco Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers” 
International Union has been, and is 
still engaged in a severe contest with 
the American and Continental Tobacco 
Companies. commonly known as the 
“Twin Trust;” and 


WHEREAS, The said trust controls * 


a large proportion of ,the output in 
the tobacco industry, thus making it 
difficult for the tobacco workers to 
successfully push a _ boycott against 


each individual brand made by the 
trust; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American 


Federation of Labor, through its offi- 
cers and organizers, give special aid 
and assistance to the tobacco workers 


in pushing a boycott against each indi- 
vidual brand and all brands of tobacco 
made by both the American and Conti- 
nental Tobacco Trusts; and, be it fur- 
ther 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
unions to assist the tobacco workers 
by vigorously pushing a boycott 
against all brands of tobacco sold in 
their localities made by the American 
and Continental Tobacco Trusts. 


Concurred in by the Committee. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 13—By Delegates 
John Weber and A. A. Myrup, of the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The boycott against the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by 
the annual conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 


WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread 
Co. still refuses to make a settlement 
with the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union of Amer- 
ica; and 

WHEREAS, The 26th Annual Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. did recom- 
mend that the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor make an ef- 
fort to ,bring about an adjustment of 
this long-standing controversy, and if 
unseccessful, that a vigorous cam- 
paign be inaugurated to make this dec- 
laration of unfairness effective; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. re-affirm 


the boycott against the McKinney 
Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., and in- 
struct the Executive Council 


to do all in its power to induce the 
McKinney Bread Co., of St. Louis, Mo., 
to make a settlement with the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America. 


Concurred in by the Committee with 
the recommendation that the subject 
matter be given immediate attention. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 26—By A. E. Kelling- 
ton, of the International Union of 
Flour and Cereal Mill Employes: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has after thorough in- 
vestigation declared the Washburn- 
Crosby Milling Company of Minneapo- 
lis, Minn., to be unfair to organized 
Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Washburn-Crosby 
Milling Company are still antagonis- 
tic to the organized labor movement; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the delegates 
to the 27th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor assem- 
bled at Norfolk, Va., re-affirm the for- 
mer action of the American Federation 
of Labor in declaring the said Wash- 
burn-Crosby Milling Company and all 
of their products unfair, and we urge 
that all affiliated unions and their mem- 
bers take steps that will make this 
declaration of unfairness still more 
effective. 


Concurred in by the Committee. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 57—By Delegate J. 
Morton, Stationary Firemen: 


WHEREAS, For the past three 
months organized labor has been en- 
gaged in a struggle with the firm of 
Theo. A. Koch Co., barber’s supplies, 
of Chicago, Ill.; and 

WHEREAS, The above named firm 
with the co-operation of the Employ- 
ers’ Association has attempted to 
convict men under the new vagrancy 
law of Illinois in their attempt to 
breake the strike. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the firm of Theo. 
A. Koch Company, of Chicago, be 
placed upon the “We Don’t Patronize” 
list of the A. F. of L. 


The Committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council in accordance with the 
law. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 59—By Delegate P. F. 
Duffy, of Chicago Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The George M. Hill 
Bindery Co., of Chicago, is actively op- 
posed to the employment of union labor 
in the various departments of their 
establishment; and 


WHEREAS, This concern employs a 


large number of women and children 
at long hours of labor and at such 
small rates of wages, that they are not 
only a menace to the organized crafts 
in the bindery industry, but to the 
community as well; and 


WHEREAS, The Chicago Federation 
of Labor and the organizations in 
interest have exhausted every possible 
means in their power to bring about 
union conditions in this establishment, 
all of which have failed; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the George M. Hilt 
Bindery Co. be placed on the ““We Don’t 
Patronize” list of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


The Committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, in accordance with 
the law. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 60—By Delegate Ed- 
ward Cohen, of Massachusetts State 
Branch: 


WHEREAS, The Warren Hotel, of 
Worcester, Mass., has been declared 
unfair by the Worcester Central Labor 
Union and endorsed by the Massachu- 
setts State Branch of the A. F. of L; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we endorse the ac- 
tion of the same and the Warren Hotel 
be placed on the “We Don’t Patronize” 
list of the American Federation of 
—— for their unfairness to organized 
abor. ; 


The Committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, in accordance with 
the law. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 62—By Delegate P. 
BF. Duffy, of Chicago Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, The firm known as 
Montgomery, Ward & Co., located in 
the City of Chicago, engaged in the 
mail order business, are known as the 
most vicious opponents to organized 
labor; and ‘ 

WHEREAS, This concern is nothing 
more nor less than a clearing house for 
the products of non-union labor baiting 


manufacturers of various products; 
and 
WHEREAS, Montgomery, Ward & 


Co. manufactures such goods as they 
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cannot purchase at prices they can 
dictate, all of which are manufactured 
under non-union, unsanitary and other 
intolerable conditions; and 


WHEREAS, The Chicago Federation 
of Labor and affiliated unions have 
striven for years, believing and hop- 
ing that some reasonable understand- 
ing might be reached between this con- 
cern and union labor organizations, 
but after many years we find our ef- 
forts futile. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor place the 
goods and products of the mail order 
house of Montgomery, Ward & Co. on 
the “We Don’t Patronize”’ list. 


The Committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, in accordance with 
the law. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 73—By Delegate 
John H. Brinkman, Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America: 


WHEREAS, By request of the Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America, the 
following resolutions were introduced 
and adopted by the American Society 
of Equity at their last convention held 
in the City of Indianapolis; 

WHEREAS, At the Twenty-Sixth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, held in the City 
of Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, 
November 12th to 24th, 1906, repre- 
sentatives from the American Society 
of Equity made application for rep- 
resentation therein, which application 
was favorably considered by the Con- 
vention and the delegates seated; and 


WHEREAS, Said delegates entered 
into an agreement with the American 
Federation of Labor, whereby the 
products of each bearing the union 
label should be favored above 
others and that each should do their 
utmost to encourage organization of 
farmers upon the one hand and the 
toilers of our country upon the other; 
and ° 
WHEREAS, A local union of Car- 
riage and Wagon Workers was or- 
ganized in the City of Owensboro, 
State of Kentucky, known as Local 
Union No. 169 of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America, and the American 
Federation of Labor, during’ the 
month of December, 1906. On account 
of the condition of the workmen em- 
ployed in said city in the Carriage 
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and Wagon Factories thereof, with a 
view of bettering their condition by 
increasing their wages and at the same 
time their consuming power, and 
through association one with the other, 
promote their social well being and 
engender the spirit of co-operation in 
times of calamity, administering to the 
sick and burying the dead; and 

WHEREAS, In order to stifle or- 
ganization and keep down the use of 
the union label, The Hickman-Ebbert 
Company, The Owensboro Wagon 
Company and the F. A. Ames Com- 
pany—all manufacturers of carriages 
and wagons, in the City of Owensboro, 
State of Kentucky—instituted a lock- 
out of all their employes, until such 
time as they would resign from the 
union and sign the following con- 
tract, which is a travesty upon human 
liberty and an insult to American in- 
stitutions: 

“In taking a position with the 
Hickman-Ebbert Company, I agree, 
in consideration of the wages per 
hour or piece work, as may be agreed 
upon from time to time being paid me 
weekly, that the same is to apply for 
all extra time put in nights, holidays 
and Sundays; that I will diligently 
and faithfully serve them to the best 
of my ability. That I am not now, 
nor will I become a member of any 
labor union during my employment 
with the Hickman-Ebbert Company, 
and that in the event of taking a po- 
sition elsewhere, or to leave their em- 
ploy, that I will give reasonable no- 
tice. I also agree that while I am in 
their employ I will not participate in 
any strike, nor unite with any other 
employes in any concerted action 
with a view to securing greater com- 
pensation or shorter hours. I further 
agree to a strict compliance with the 
printed rules of the Company;” and 


WHEREAS, Those members of the 
Union who refused to sign away their 
birthright of individual liberty to join 
whatever organization they pleased, 
were compelled to walk the streets 
while their families suffered from 
hunger and cold, realizing it were 
better to suffer for a season than per- 
mit heartless corporations and indi- 
viduals who had grown rich and power- 
ful by the sweat of their brows, to 
keep them forever in wage slavery and 
abject poverty, denied the opportuni- 
ties of education and that association 
so essential to good citizenship; and 

WHEREAS, A representative from 
the International Union of Carriage 
and Wagon Workers went to Owens- 
boro, Ky., for the purpose of dissuad- 
ing the manufactureres named herein 
to desist from further persecution of 
their men and abridging their rights 
as citizens, but without avail; and 

WHEREAS, The matter was re- 
ferred to the American Federation of 
Labor for adjustment and was taken 
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up by President Gompers of that body 
with a view of adjustment, but with- 
out success; and 


WHEREAS, The Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor has declared these firms unfair 
to American labor and placed them 
upon their “We Don’t Patronize”’ list, 
in order to convince them that it is 
more profitable to treat their work- 
men fairly and use the label of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ In- 
ternational Union upon their carriages 
and wagons, and by so doing show the 
union farmers of the country their 
interest in organization and the wel- 
fare of the men who operate their fac- 
tories; and 


WHEREAS, The farmers’ organiza- 
tions as represented by the Ameri- 
can Society of Equity, having agreed 
to discriminate in favor,of Union La- 
beled products of all National, Inter- 
national and Local bodies, affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor, in the interest of mutual protec- 
tion; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED By the American So-- 


ciety of Equity, in National Conven- 
tion assembled in the City of Indian- 
apolis, State of Indiana, 

First. That it hereby endorses the 
Union Label of the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
of North America and pledges itself 
to advise all its members to purchase 


carriages and wagons bearing the 
same. 
Second. That the National officers 


be, and are hereby directed to com- 
municate with all local bodies in af- 
filiation with the American Society of 
Equity, laying before them the status 
of the Hickman-Ebbert Company, the 
Owensboro Wagon Company and the 
F. A. Ames Company, and _ request 
them and each of them to refrain 
from purchasing any carriages or 
wagons from the said firms until such 
time as they permit their employes to 
exercise their God-given right to af- 
filiate themselves with their trade or- 
ganizations or place the label of the 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ Inter- 
national Union upon their product. 


Third. That the National officers be, 
and they are hereby directed to send 
a copy of these resolutions to the 
constituent bodies of this National or- 
ganization, the three firms named 
herein, the American Federation of 
Labor and the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ International Union of North 
America, as well as use their good of- 
fices with the parties at interest with a 
view of adjusting the matter. 

(Signed) 

B. A. BAMIT, President. 
oO. D. PAMLEY, Secretary. 


Adopted October 25, 1907. 
and 


WHEREAS, Believing the American 


Federation of Labor should endorse 
the same resolutions and co-operate 
with the Carriage and Wagon Work- 
ers in bringing the controversy now 
existing between the firms mentioned 
therein to a speedy settlement; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention as- 
sembled in the City of Norfolk, State of 
Virginia, that it heartily endorses the 
resolutions adopted by the American 
Society of Equity and promises its in- 
dividual support to the Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
in its fight with the Carriage and 
Wagon Manufacturers of Owensboro, 
Kentucky, who have arrayed them- 
selves against Union labor by locking 
their employes out until such time as 
they resign from the union and sign 
an individual contract. 


The Committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, in accordance with 
the law. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
wate Brinkman, who urged that the 
Convention endorse the resolution, in 
order that it might’: have more weight 
when presented to other farmers’ or- 
ganizations. 


Delegate Lynch, Chairman of the 
Committee, moved that the resolution 
be endorsed by the Convention. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote. 


Fraternal Delegate Tubbs, of the 
American Society of Equity, asked the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
to the introduction of a proposition. 
Unanimous consent being obtained, 
Delegate Tubbs presented the follow- 
ing: 


To the Twenty-seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor— 


‘ 

GREETING—To further encourage, 
nurture and assist in establishing 
closer fraternal and trade relations 
with the organized producers as repre- 
sented by_the American Society of 
Equity, and to bring about a better un- 
derstanding among the farmers as to 
the principles of Trade Unionism and 
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the deplorable and pernicious condi- 
tions obtaining in sweat shops and 
other non-union institutions, and the 
value and importance of the Union La- 
bel in correcting these evil and per- 
nicious conditions, we, the delegates 
representing the American Society of 
Equity and its auxiliary organization, 
The Equity Exchange, respectfully re- 
quest that this convention appoint two 
committees to meet with us at the 
earliest moment possible to consider 
matters mutually important to both 
the A. F. of L. and the a. S. of E., or 
Farmers’ Union, and to guide in such 
selection we suggest that one commit- 
tee be composed of delegates from 
those organizations most deeply inter- 
ested in the promulgation of Union 
Labels—the other to assist us in fur- 
ther developing plans for further co- 
operation along nationa: and interna- 
tional lines. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. WESLEY TUBBS. 
J. T. TUOHY. 


Delegate Lynch—I move that the 
request of the delegates from the 
American Society of Equity be com- 
plied with. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Delegate McKee, for the commit- 
tee on Boycotts, continued the report, 
as follows: 


Resolution No. 85—By Delegate 
Butterworth, Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers: 


WHEREAS, Since August of this 
year the International Brick, Tile and 
Terra Cotta Workers’ Alliance has 
been on strike against the South Am- 
boy Terra Cotta Company, of South: 
Amboy, New Jersey; said strike be- 
ing called to protect the members of 
the organization, employed by the 
South Amboy Terra Cotta Company, 
efforts made by the International to 
bring about a settlement has been un- 
availing: therefore be it 


RESOLVED. | That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be instructed 
to use its good offices to bring about 
a settlement satisfactory to_the Inter- 

national organization, Failing in 
this. the firm shall be placed on the 
unfair list. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
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ecutive Council in accordance with the 
law. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 86—By Cigarmakers’ 
delegation: 


WHEREAS, The inception and his- 
tory of the American Tobacco Com- 
pany conclusively proves its absolute 
opposition to the trade union move- 
ment, as well as its determination to 
destroy all manufacturers and dealers 
friendly to our cause, by methods in- 
imical to the laws of our country and 
a menace to the morals of our nation. 
To pauperize labor, it constantly seeks 
to lower the standard of living, to 
crus]. its trade competitors, it hesi- 
tates not to violate the ethics of a 
square deal, common among fair and 
honest employers. 


President Roosevelt pleads with the 
brave mothers of our country to do 
their full share of increasing the 
wealth and influence of our peoples 
by a generous inclination to a home 
population. 


The American Tobacco Company, in 
its sordid and polluted patriotism 
takes advantage of this noble im- 
pulse of our President’s plan by reach- 
ing into the family homes and tak- 
ing therefrom the innocent and help- 
less children, thus robbing the school 
blunting and stunting the growth o 
our nation, placing idle men and wo- 
men on the streets, thus curtailing the 
purchasing and consuming ability of 
our people, causing stagnation in 
trade and a general tendency to that 
relentless and remorseless state of 
hardships known as a “period of 
panic. 


We are so thoroughly convinced 
that. the organization of the American 
Tobacco Company is a disgrace to our 
civilization, a blot upon our morals 
and a blight upon our prosperity that 
we have no hesitancy in urging or- 
ganized labor and its friends to do all 
in their power to destroy its pernicious 
and criminal tendency, and to this 
end be it 


RESOLVED, That we urge that 


* laws be enforced to punish this com- 


pany, and, if necessary, that others be 
enacted to wipe out its destructive 
nurposes: and to this end the organ- 
izers and officers and members of the 
affiliated unions are requested, and 
those of the American Federation of 
Labor instructed, to utilize all pri- 
vate and public opportunities to ac- 
quaint the men and women of this 
land with the facts, and to urge a con- 
tinuous public warfare against this 
firm, so that American manhood, wo- 
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manhood and honest employers may 
receive a square deal. 


The resolution was concurred in 
by the committee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 87—By Delegate 
Butterworth, Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers: 


WHEREAS, Since April 1, 1907, the 
International Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers’ Alliance has been en- 
aged in a strike against the Marion 
rick Company, of Montezuma, In- 
diana, said strike being called to re- 
sist an attempt to establish the non- 
union shop: and 

WHEREAS, All the efforts of the 
International to bring about an amic- 
able settlement has failed by reason of 
the fact that they would not agree to 


the non-union proposition advanced 


by the company; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Marion Brick 
Company, of Montezuma, Indiana, be 
laced on the ‘‘We Don’t Patronize” 
ee of the American Federation of La- 
or. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council in accordance with 
the law. 


Vice-President Duncan—It would 
be well to have the words “open shop” 
and “closed shop” stricken out of the 
resolution, and the words “non-union 
shop” and “union shop” inserted. 


Delegate Butterworth, author of the 
resolution, asked that the change be 
made in the resolution by the commit- 
tee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 99—By Delegate E. 
T. Behrens, Missouri State Federation 
of Labor: 


WTtIFREAS. The International Ty- 
posransees Union has been for vears 
ng many thousands of dollars 
each year in its fight against the un- 
fair Los Angeles Times, and 
WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Times 
is the recognized mouthpiece of The 
Citizens’ Industrial Association, and is 
a persistent and malignant enemy of 
hy - damn labor generally; therefore 
e it , 
RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor” render such 
moral and financial aid to the Inter- 


national Typographical Union as shall 
be deemed necessary by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to continue and to make 
more effective the unrelenting fight 
against the Los Angeles Times, so no- 
bly begun by the Typographical Union, 
until that organ becomes fair to or- 
ganized labor. 


The resolution was concurred in by 
the committee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 116 be changed to 
read: 


Resolution No. 116—By Cigarmakers’ 
delegation: 


WHEREAS, The Nattfonal Cigar 
Stands Company, a part of the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Company, better known 
as the Tobacco rust, and who is 
attempting to control the sale of ci- 
gars in the drug stores of this coun- 
try. and in so doing are attempting to 
displace the product of union labor 
with the labor of underpaid non-union 
and child labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That the moral as- 
sistance of all men and their_friends 
be given the Cigarmakers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America in their ef- 
forts to frustrate the American To- 
bacco Company in trying to disrupt 
the C. M. I. U. of A., and that all cen- 
tral labor bodies be requested to lend 
their assistance, to the end that fair 
drug stores will not give space to Na- 
tional Cigar Company cigar stands. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of the resolution as amend- 
ed. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in, 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate French and Vice-President Mor- 
ris. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 133—By Delegates 
International Typographical Union: 


WHEREAS, The printers of the 
United States and Canada, in their 
fight for the eight-hour day have un- 
earthed some business men and mer- 
chants who are wholly supported by 
working peonle, lined up in the ranks 
of the opposition and doing everything 
in their power to defeat the ends 
sought by the International Typo- 
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graphical Union; and 

WHEREAS, The John D. Larkin 
Soap Company. of Buffalo, N. Y., is 
one of the firms referred to, its presi- 
dent (John D. Larkin) being an open 
advocate of the non-union shop and 
having emphatically refused to have 
the printing for his concern done un- 
der fair conditions: be it 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, in convention as- 
sembled at Norfolk, Va., place the 
said Larkin Soap Company, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., on its unfair list and direct 
all organizations represented in the 
Federation to notify the people in 
their respective sections of the coun- 
try of the said Larkin’s unfair atti- 
tude toward organized labor; and be 
it further 


RESOLVED, That all delegates 
present convey this information to 
the ladies’ auxiliaries of labor organ- 
izations, so that their members may 
not be misled into dealing with this 
very unfair Larkin Company. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, in accordance with 
the law. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


A motion was offered by Vice-Pres- 
ident Duncan that the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
authorized, where such change is 
proper, to strike out the words “open 
shop” and “closed shop” in all the lit- 
erature of the A. F. of L., and in- 
sert instead the words “union shop” 
and “non-union shop.” 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Résolution No. 156—By Delegates , 
T. A. Rickert, B. A. Larger, M. A. Mc- 
Mahon, Sarah Hagan, and 8S. L. Lan- 
ders, representing the U. G. W. of A.: 


WHEREAS, The Rochester Cloth- 
ing Exchange having been placed on 
the unfair list of the A. F. of L., owin 
to its effort to exterminate the loca 
unions of the United Garment Work- 
ers of America, in the city of Roches- 


ter, N. Y., and 


WHEREAS, As a result of said ac- 
tion of the A. F. of L., and the splen- 
did assistance given bv its allied or- 
ganizations and individual member- 
ship, the city of Rochester has been 
reduced from a leading first-line 
clothing industrial center to that of 
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a deteriorating sixth-line 
center; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That this Twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention of the A, 
F of L. re-affirm its previous decisions 
and request its allied organizations to 
keep up the good work against the 
Rochester Clothing Exchange until 
said combine deals fairly with its em- 
ployes and the United Garment Work- 
ers of, America. 


clothing 


The committee concurred in the res- 
olution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee presented the fol- 
lowing: 


“WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST.” 


We desire to call your attention te 
the action of the Minneapolis, Minn., 
Convention on this important matter, 
and particularly to the recommenda- 
tions thereon as concurred in by that 
convention. Conditions have not been 
materially changed since that time 
and we therefore recommend that the 
Executive Council be instructed to re- 
move from the ‘We Don’t Patronize 
List’? the names of firms in all in- 
stances wherein the Executive Coun- 
cil has knowledge that the National 
or International Union responsible for 
the boycott are not aggressively push- 
ing the same. We feel that the boy- 
cott should only be resorted to after 
all efforts at adjustment have failed, 
but when instituted by National, In- 
ternational, State or Central Bodies, 
it should be made so effective that 
speedy agreement between the Inter- 
national Union and firms will follow. 


JAMES M. LYNCH. 
JAMES B. CONROY, , 
R. A. McKEE, 

W. A. ENGLE, 
THOMAS J. DUFFY, 
WILLIAM TATEMAN, 
A. BABLITZ, 

» TIMOTHY HEALY, 
JOHN H. MAHONEY 
FRANK W. COTTERILL. 
JOHN BRADLEY, 
MICHAEL MULDOON, 
A. A. MYRUP, 

F. C. GENGENBACH, 


GEORGE G. GRIFFIN, 
Committee on Boycotts. 


Vice-President O’Connell—I move 
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you that the special order of business 
for Wednesday morning be the report 
of the Committee on Adjustment. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, 


Vice-President O’Connell asked that 
Resolution No. 154 be referred to the 
Committee on Building Trades. No 
objection being offered, the resolu- 
tion was so referred. 


Delegate Ireland, Secretary of the 
Committee on Law, reportea as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate John 
B. Lennon, Journeymen Tailors’ Union 
of America: 


ARTICLE VIII.—(Duties of Treas- 
urer.)—Sec. 1. The Treasurer shall 
receive and take charge of all moneys, 





property and securities of the Feder-. 


ation delivered to him by the Secre- 
tary or other officers of the American 
Federation of Labor. All funds of the 
A. F. of L. exceeding fifteen thous- 
and dollars shall be deposited by the 
Treasurer in bank, or banks, on inter- 
est bearing certificates of deposit in 
the name of the American Federation 
of Labor, and in order to be cashed 
shall require the signature of the 
Treasurer, the President, and the Sec- 
retary of the Federation. The Treas- 
urer shall collect the interest on all 
such certificates or other deposit at 
the expiration of each six months, and 
pay the same over to the Secretary. 
The Treasurer shall deposit in open 
account in bank, or banks, in the 
name of the American Federation of 
Labor as Treasurer, all amounts in 
his possession not on certificates of 
deposit, and before any money thus 
deposited can be drawn, each check 
shall be signed by him as Treasurer. 
A copy of this section shall be. for- 
warded by the President of the Fed- 
eration to each bank upon whom the 
Federation holds certificates of de- 
posit. 


The committee reportea favorably 
and recommended the adoption of the 
resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 4—By Delegates Chas. 
W. Petry, Central Labor Council, Oak- 
land, Cal.: 

WHEREAS, Recent events have 


again demonstrated the necessity for a 
more concerted action on our part, and 


WHEREAS, Numerous organizations 
are being, and have been formed, for 


the purpose of destroying organized 
labor; be it, therefore 

RESOLVED, That the word “must” 
be inserted after the word “or” in Sec. 
3 of Article XI, 5th line. 


Referred to Committee on Law. 


The Committee made the following 
recommendation on Resolution No. 4: 
Your Committee concurs in the intent 
of the resolution, substituting the word 
“shall” for the word “must”, and rec- 
ommends its adoption. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
teen was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 11—By Delegate Jno. 
B. Lennon, of Journeymen Tailors 
Union of America: 


ARTICLE III.—(New Section)—Sec- 
tion 12. No décision upon a jurisdic- 
tional dispute between two or more 
affiliated national or _ international 
unions shall be rendered by the A. F. of 
L. in Convention assembled, or by the 
Executive Council between Conven- 
tions, unless all parties to the contro- 
versy have agreed by a Convention, a 
referendum vote, or such other method 
as shall bind officially tneir respective 
unions to abide by the decision, when 
rendered. 





Referred to Committee on Law. 


The Committee offered the following 
as a substitute for Resolution No. 11: 


“No arbitration upon a jurisdictional 
dispute between two or more affiliated 
national or international unions shall 
be authorized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
or by the Executive Council between 
Convention, unless all parties to the 
controversy have agreed by a Conven- 
tion, a referendum vote, or such other 
method as binds officially their respec- 
tive unions to abide by the decision 
when rendered.” 

Delegate Brinkman moved the adop- 
tion of the report of the Committee. 
(Seconded). 


President Gompers—This would pre- 
vent the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, or the Executive 
Council between Conventions, from at- 
tempting to act as arbitrators in any 
matter unless the organizations, by ref- 
erendum, by Convention, or such other 
method as they may have, declare in 
advance they will abide by the decision 
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when rendered. The chair makes this 
explanation in order that the delegates 
will have full knowledge of what they 
are voting on. 


The question was discussed by Treas- 
urer Lennon, Delegates Johnson, Wal- 
ker (J. H.), Mahon, Deveaux, Healy 
(T.), Secretary Morrison, Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan, Delegates Driscoll, Tobin, 
Wilson (W. B.), Klapetzky and Pratt. 


Vice-President O’Connell moved the 
previous question. The demand was 
supported by a sufficient number of 
delegates, and on motion, debate was 
closed. 


President Gompers—It will require a 
two-thirds vote to carry this amend- 
ment to the Constitution. The vote will 
be upon the motion to adopt the report 
of the Committee. 


The vote was declared lost on a viva 
voce vete. A division was called for, 
which resulted in 128 delegates voting 
in favor of the report of the Committee 
and 98 delegates voting against the 
report of the Committee. 


Vice-President Hayes in the chair. 


Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—I call for 
a roll call on this motion, Mr. President. 


The request for a roll call was sup- 
ported by a sufficient number of dele- 
gates, and the Secretary proceeded to 
call the roll, which resulted as fol- 


lows: 


AYES—Myrup. Weber (John), Kla- 
petzky, Noschang, Shanessy, Fischer 
(Jacob), Ryan (F. M.), Butler, Dwyer, 
Duffy (Frank), Guerin, Potts, Huber, 
McKinlay, Macfarlane, Swartz, Cramp- 
ton, Nelson, Brinkman, Malloy, Barnes, 
Holzsager, Bablitz, Fay, 
Flynn (J. J.), Rosenberg, Lafferty, 
Duncan, Coombe, Cruickshank, Moffitt, 
Maher, Lawlor, Stemburgh, Lilien, Fitz- 
patrick, Driscoll, Sullivan (T. J.), Sul- 
livan (J. L.), Farrell, Sullivan (W. Q.), 
Wallace, McArdle, Davis, Lewis (L.), 
Pfeiffer, Keefe, O'Connor, Noyes, 
Dwyer, O’Connell, Creamer, Treland, 
Ward, Call, Grout, Dardis, O’Sullivan, 
Wheeler, Frayne, Wilson (W. B.), Val- 
entine, Frey, Schwab, Carroll, O’Neill, 
Weber (Joseph N.), Skemp, Finger, 
Murphy, Alpine, Badgley, Clark (Thos.), 
Kennedy (Frank), Goltra, Duffy (T. J.), 
Moore, McCarthy, Brown (J. G.), Rus- 
sell (B.), Hart, Barry, Lennon, Robin- 
son (Hugh), Lantz, Golden, Whitehead, 
Fischer (Henry), McAndrews, Lynch 
(J. M.), Stevenson, Colbert, Marx, Fos- 


Flannery, 4 


dick, Puckett, Kuermmerly, Perkins, 
White, Cohen, Griffin, McEwen, Beh- 
rens, Reynolds, Lee, Johnson (Horace), 
Woodman, Bradley, Cotterill, Berger, 
Jones, Hirsch, Crouse, O’Leary, Duffy 
(P. F.), Hayes (Max S.), Seaber, Allen, 
Tracy’ (M. F.), Coldren, Kossick, En- 
gle, Zahn, Feeley, Welch, Leary, Scott, 
Kugel, Powell, Shickel, Snyder, Young, 
McGary, McCracken, Creager, Byron, 
Flynn (J. P.). Scott, Wilson (G. A 
Muldoon, Rodier, Hunter, Hall, Cody, 
representing 7,292 votes. 


NAYS—DeVeaux, Kennedy (T. A.), 
Sheehan, Flynn (T. H.), Johnson (W. L. 
A.), Nolan, Glockling, Tobin, Tateman, 
Duilea, Hatch, Warren, Butterworth, 
Gengenback, Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), 
French, Smith (J. T.), Gonway, Morris, 
Manning, Robinson (Herman), Loeben- 
berg, Russell (D. L.), Cable, McNulty, 
Kennedy (W. E.), Feeney, Comerford, 
McKee, Winn, Ketter, Shamp, Healy, 
Morton, Mangan, Nugent, Kellington, 
Bechtold, Rickert, Larger, McMahon, 
Hagan, Landers, Hayes (D. A.), West, 
Nestor, McSorley, Liebig, Manning (J. 
J.), McCafferty, Price, Lewis (T. L.), 
Ryan (W. D.), Walker, Dempsey, Sav- 
age, Sullivan (D. H.), Miller (Owen), 
Winkler, Carey, Holton, Lucas, Carey 
© Ae Ae Wilson (James), Wallace, Per- 
ham, Quick, Ramsay, Mahon, Pratt, 
Colgan, Sands, Furuseth, Olander, Har- 
rington, Andersen, Evans, Bosworth, 
Gervais, Flood, Sheehan, Wendelken, 
Callahan, McDonald, Leps, Morrison, 
Hatch, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Gebel- 
ein, MacArthur, Heicken, Dihle, Park, 
Jaeckle, Shea, Iglesias, Huddell, Sulli- 
van (Daniel), Johnston, Breidenbach, 
Mahoney, Strait, Lee, Johns, Gorman, 
Bahlhorn, Doherty, Humphrey, Costello, 
Holland, Lyon, Petry, Tracy (W. J.), 
Reardon, Lopez, Johnson (G. J.), 
Schunk, Conroy, Nancarrow, Cullen, 
Voll, Blake, Becerril, Foley, Bohm, 
Creamer (Francis), Dunne (J. 
Grant, Curtis, representing 6,931 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Kline, Dougherty, 


Mockler, Dunlap, Winters. Newton, 
Archibald, Sheret. Schwartz, Dold, 
Starr. Calhoun, Vanderherchen, No- 
ble, Freel, Powell, Fischer (Henrv) 
Entenza, Pette, oonce, Lang- 
ston, Mahonev (M.). Virella, 
Frank, McDonald, Leighton, Zim- 
merman,_ Richards, Miller (J. G.), 
Ertley, Zihlman, Jennings. Maloney, 


Quick (G. F.), Young (John), Arm- 
strong, Clark (M. J). Piggott, Bower- 
man, MéGinn, Robinson, Bradley 
(John), Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, Kane, 


* Hausen,Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, Roe, 


tice, Dunn (J. J.), Ramsdell, Roe, Be- 
hen, Canty, Woodmansie, McCallum, 
Thompson, Edwards (G. C.), Stevens, 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Rvan (F.), Freedman. Conley, Hodge, 
Shackleton, Trotter, Chapman, Tubbs, 
Tuohy, representing 692 votes. 


Vice-President Hayes—The report of 
the Committee, not having received a 
two-thirds vote, is lost. 








XUM 





XUM 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 233 


President Gompers in the chair. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the resolution offered by Treas- 
urer Lennon (No. 11) be adopted. 


The motion was lost on a viva voce 
vote. 


The Convention was adjourned to 8 
Pp. m. 





EIGHTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The Convention was called to order 


at 2 p. m., Tuesday, November 19th, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES — Kline, Dougherty, 
Mockler, Feeney, Winn, Rickert, Win- 
ters, Newton, Wilson, Sullivan, Frey, 
Carroll, Sheret, Starr, Kennedy (F.), 
Calhoun, Quick (L. W.), Mahon, Freel, 
Gervais, Powell, Entenza, Peete, 
Koonce, Langston, Mahoney, Virella, 
Leighton, Richards, Ertley, Maloney 
(R.). Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, Clark, 
Piggott, Bowerman, Robinson, Bogasse, 
Clinton, Donkel, Hausen, Vaughan, Riz- 
zle, Devine, Justice, Ramsdell, Roe, 
Behen, Canty, McCallum, Thompson, 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley. 


President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of the following Special 
Committees, provided for in resolutions 
adopted at former sessions: 


Special Committee on Convict Labor 
Evils—M. Mahoney, Andy Marx, Rob- 
ert Fechner, Horace Johnson, W. W. 
White. 


Special Committee American Society 
of Equity—Co-operation with the A. F. 
of L.—James Duncan, James Lynch, 
Carlton Park, Charles H. Lee, D. J. 
Keefe, J. E. Strait, George C. Edwards, 
James A. Creamer, P. F. Duffy. 





Special Committee American Society 
of Equity—To Consider Union Labels— 
John F. Tobin, F. H. Brinkman, J. T. 
Butler, J. E. McCracken. C. W. Wood- 
man, James P. Maher, Thomas F. Tra- 
cey, Henry Ketter, Thomas A. Rickert. 


Delegate Andersen—I received this 
morning two resolutions in a special 
delivery letter. I would like the unan- 
imous consent of the Convention to 
their introduction. 


No objection being offered, Delegate 


Andersen introduced the trollowing res- 
olutions: 


Resolution No. 178—By Delegate Ed. 
Andersen, International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, The fishermen have been 
excluded from many provisions of the 
maritime law which protects the sea- 
men of our country; and 

WHEREAS, The lack of this pro- 
tection is taken advantagé of by un- 
scrupulous persons to impose many 
hardships upon the fishermen; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. in Annual Session as- 
sembled, that the Legislative Commit- 
tee hereby stands instructed to secure, 
if possible. from Congress to fishermen 
better protection under the law. 


Referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Resolution No. 179—By Delegate Ed. 
Andersen, International ‘Seamen’s 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor, Oscar Strauss, has been re- 
quested by the Alaska Fishermen’s 
Union, the majority of companies oper- 
ating in Bristol Bay, Alaska, and by 
several Western United States Senators 
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salmon 
Wood rivers, 


to prohibit 
Nushagak and 
Bay, Alaska; and 


WHEREAS, The salmon traps in 
these rivers are rapidly destroying an 
industry in which millions of capital 
are invested and several thousand 
workers ,employed, also wantonly 
diminishing the world’s food supply; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in annual session as- 
sembled, that we endorse the request 
for prohibition of salmon traps in 
Wood and Nushagak rivers, and the 
President hereby stands instructed to 
so notify Secretary Strauss. 


traps in the 
Bristol 


Referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Delegate Russell asked the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. 


No objection being offered, the fol- 
lowing resolution was introduced: 


Resolution No. 180—By Delegate 
Daniel L. Russell, Commercial Telegra- 
phers’ Union of America: 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federation 
of Labor be, and hereby is, instructed 
to petition the Congress of the United 
States of America to test the possi- 
bility of governmental telegraphy, by 
constructing, controlling and operating 
an experimental telegraph line between 
— cities of New York and Washing- 
on. 


Referred to the Committee on Reso- 
lutions. 


Deiegate Ireland, Secretary of the 
Committee on Law, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Jno. 
B.. Lennon, of Journeymen Tailors 
Union of America: , 


ARTICLE IX.—(New Section)—Sec- 
tion 12. 
American Federation of: Labor shall 
enly have power to revoke the charter 
of an affiliated national or: interna- 
tional union when the revocation has 
been ordered by a two-thirds majority 
of a regular Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor, by a roll-call 
vote. 


in the 
recommended its 


The committee concurred 
resolution and 
adoption. 


A motion was made and seconded 


The Executive Council of the. 
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that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate Ketter, Treasurer Lennon, Dele- 
gates Crampton, McKee, Brinkman, 
Morton, Sullivan (T. J.), Cable, Hol- 
land, Duffy (T. J.), Wilson (W. B.), 
and Secretary Morrison. 


Vice-President Keefe in the chair. 


The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was declared curried 
on a viva voce vote. 


Vice-President Duncan—This is a 
constitutional amendment and  “re- 
quires a two-thirds vote, and a show 
of hands is necessary. 


Another vote was taken, which re- 
sulted in 137 votes being cast in favor 
of and 43 votes against the motion 
to adopt the report of the committee, 
which was then declared carried. 


Vice-President Keefe—The delegates 
will give undivided attention to some 
information Vice-President O’Connell 
wishes to impart to the Convention. 


Vice-President O’Connell spoke at 
some length in regard to the exchange 
of fraternal delegates between the 
United States, England and Canada, 
speaking particularly of the first dele- 
gates sent by a Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor to the 
British Trades Union Congress. He 
also spoke of the high regard in which 
all the fraternal delegates from Great 
Britain and Canada have been held by 
the American Federation of Labor. 


At the close of his remarks, Vice- 
President O’Connell- presented each of 
the delegates from the British Trades 
Union Congress, Messrs. Shackleton 
and Hodge, on behalf of the delegates 
to the Convention, a handsome case of 
silver. The articles in each case were 
suitably inscribed, and on the cases 
were inscriptions stating by whom they 
were presented. 

A gold watch was presented to W. R. 
Trotter, Fraternal Delegate from the 
Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, 
and a gold bracelet to Mrs. Shackleton. 


The Fraternal Delegates and Mrs. 


' Shackleton each made brief addresses, 


in which they thanked the delegates 
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for their tokens of appreciation. 


In concluding his address Fraternal 
Delegate Shackleton said: 


I have a little request to make. I 
@on’t know how far I may be in order, 
but I am commissioned by my execu- 
tive in London to make a request. This 
week you will be appointing your Fra- 
ternal Delegates. We have no desire 
to suggest that the ordinary rule 
should rot apply, or that more than 
two delegates should be appoinéd; but 
my Council has asked me to convey 
to you their sincere request that our 
friend, Mr. Gompers, visit us once 
again, even if it is necessary to oppoint 
him a third delegate. We want to 
show him the Trade Union movement 
in our country. If you can see your 
way clear to appoint your two dele- 
gates in the regular way, and add your 
President to the number, we will take 
care of them and make them comfort- 
able. 


Fraternal Delegate Hodge joined 
with Mr. Shackleton in making the re- 
quest that President Gompers visit the 
British Trades Union Congress. 


Fraternal Delegate Shackleton in 
the chair. 

Delegate Ireland, Secretary of the 
Committee on Law, reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 34—-By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


WHEREAS, International, Local 
er Federal Trades Unions, affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor, shall not enter into any working 
agreements with any association of 
any trade or calling not affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, 
when such trade or calling shall be 
recognized by a duly chartered organ- 
ization affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, without the con- 
sent of said affiliated organization; 
meither shall they render any moral 
or financial assistance to such un- 
affiliated organization without the con- 
sent of the International, Local or 
Federal Trades’ Union recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor. 

RESOLVED, That a violation of 
this resolution shall carry the penalty 
of suspension of International char- 
ter, and that when a local organiza- 
tion shall violate this resolution, said 
local shall, on proofs being submitted 


of the same, be suspended from the 
International organization. 


The committee 
the resolution. 


non-concurred in 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate DeVeaux, the in- 
troducer of the resolution, who urged 
its adoption. The question was fur- 
ther discussed by Treasurer Lennon. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


President Gompers in the chair. 


The President announced that the 
special order of business was the hear- 


ing of a committee from Progressive 


Harbor No. 9, American Association of 
Masters, Mates and Pilots. 


President Gompers introduced Cap- 
tain Wood of the committee. 


Captain Wood said in part: It is 
an honor and a pleasure to meet and 
greet delegates of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. We are before you 
as a committee to extend to you the 
good will and support and respect of 
our Association. It is a matter of 
sore regret that we are not a part of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
A majority of us regret this, but there 
are certain statute laws which pre- 
vent our affiliation. <s 


Mr. Overman, another member of 
the committee, also made a brief ad- 
dress to the convention, and asked 
the assistance of the members of the 
American Federation of Labor in get- 
ting a bill through Congress which 
would limit the hours of labor for 
members of the Association of Mas- 
ters, Mates and Pilots. 


Delegate Ireland, Secretary of the 
Committee on Law, reported,as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 36—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


RESOLVED, That no person car- 
rying a card of any recognized affil- 
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fated organization chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, shall 
act as an Employer, Employing Agent 
or Contractor of non-union labor, help 
or talent. 


RESOLVED, That on proof of vio- 
lation being presented to the local or 
international organization which re- 
cognizes such person as a member, 
said member shall be suspended from 
_ International or Local organiza- 

on. 


The committee non-concurred in 
the resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate DeVeaux discussed the 
question at some length, and at the 
conclusion of his discussion asked that 
it be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Law in order that something 
might be brought in covering the sub- 
ject of his resolution which could be 
adopted in the convention. 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Brinkman and Treasurer 
Lennon. 


Fraternal Delegate Hodge in the 
chair. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee on Resolution No. 
86 was carried. 


Resolution No. 
Gompers, of 
tional Union: 


RESOLVED, That Article XIII, Sec- 
tion 11, be amended as follows: 


39—By 
Cigarmakers’ 


Delegate 
Interna- 


Strike out the words “it be impera- 
tively ordered that no” on last line of 
page 19 and the first line of page 20, 
and’ insert in lieu thereof “under no 
circumstances shall a” . 

Strike out the word “shall” in line 
2, page 20. 

Between the words “neen” and the 
word “authorized” line 4, page 20, in- 
sert the word “first” 


Strike out the word “their,” Section’ 


V, line 7, page 21, and insert in lieu 
thereof the word “its” 


The committee concurred in the 


changes suggested, and recommended 
that the resolution be adopted. 


The resolution was divided, the last 
paragraph being considered _ sep- 
arately. 
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On motion the report of the com- 
mittee on the. first part of the reso- 
lution was adopted. 


After a short discussion a motion 
was made and seconded that the re- 
port of the committee on the last 
paragraph of the resolution be adopt- 
ed. The motion was carried. 


Resolution No. 52 was reported on 
by the committee, but at the request 
of Delegate Barnes (J. M.), consid- 
eration of the resolution was deferred 
until Delegate Walker could be pres- 
ent. 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Resolution No. 58—By Delegate A. 
Furuseth, Internationat Seamen’s 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Much of the strife over 
jurisdiction arises from. an assumed 
right on the part of affiliated orguani- 
zations to change their names so as to 
cover a wider field of jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, This change in name 
and jurisdiction changes the contractu- 
ral relations of such organizations an@ 
the A. F. of L. as well as between 
such organizations and other affiliated 
bodies; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That no such change be 
allowed except after approval by a 
Convention of the A. F. of L.; such 
action only to be taken after notice of 
intention so to do has been given at 
the previous Convention. 


The committee recommended the 
following as a substitute for Resolu- 
tion No. 58: 


Insert in Section 11 of Article IX 
between the words “unions—and,” on 
line 11, the following: “No affiliated 
international, national or local union 
shall be permitted to change its title 
or name without having first obtained 
the consent and approval of a conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor.” 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. The question was dis- 
cussed by Vice-President Duncan, 
Treasurer Lennon, Delegates Brink- 
man, Geurin, Walker (J. H.), Furu- 
seth and Wheeler. 


Vice-President Duncan offered the 
following as an addition or amend- 
ment to the report of the committee: 
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Insert 
name,” 
by on the jurisdiction of an affiliated 
organization.” 


after the words “title or 
“Tf any trespass is made there- 


The amendment offered by Vice- 
President Duncan was accepted by the 
committee as part of their report. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 72—By Delegate 
John A. Seaber, City Federation, Co- 
lumbia, S. C.: 


RESOLVED, Amend Article 13, Sec- 
tion 4, by adding after the word “year” 
the following: 


Except such members of a newly 
organized local union who may be dis- 
charged or locked out for the sole rea- 
son that they have joined or organized 
a union of their craft; provided, such 
discharge, or lock out, occurs within 
thirty days after joining, or organiz- 
ing, such union; 
ceive benefits as per Section 5, Article 
13, A. F. of L. Constitution. 


The committee non-concurred in 
the resolution. 


Treasurer Lennon, Chairman of the 
Committee—The question of lockouts 
is covered by another section of the 
constitution. This is an administra- 
tive matter, and justice has been done, 
and will be done, to the members of 
those unions that are entitled to ben- 
efits under the constitution and laws 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor. We believed it not advisable to 
make such a law, as it would give op- 
portunity for imposition. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 84—By Delegate P. J. 
Doherty, Central Trade Council, Mo- 
bile, Ala.: 


WHEREAS, The various crafts af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L. have suf- 
fered considerable setback by such or- 

anizations known as the Employers’ 

ssociation and Citizens’ Alliance; and 


WHEREAS, The seating of Employ- 
ers as Delegates in Central, State or 
National Bodies of Labor has, and will 
have the effect of attempting legisla- 
tion by such organizations to the detri- 
ment of the individual; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That’ no employer of 
labor shall be allowed a seat in any 
Central, State, or National Body. 


such persons to re-- 


The committee made the following 
report on Resolution No. 84: Your 
committee approves of the sentiment 
embodied in the resolution, and rec- 


ommends the same to city, central, 
state, national and international 
unions. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


In answer to a question by Delegate 
Doherty, Treasurer Lennon said: This 
is a matter within the control of city, 
central, state, national and interna- 
tional unions, and the report of the 
committee is that it be recommended 
to them by this convention. 


President Gompers—The committee 
did not deem it advisable to make this 
a part of the constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, but 
believes the resolution to be true and 
sound in sentiment and principle and 
recommends that it be recommended 
to the central and state bodies, na- 
tional and international unions for 
their endorsement as a resolution. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution’ No. 103—By Delegate 
J. Mahlon Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


Amended Section 5, of Article III, of 
the Constitution by striking out the 
word “Third” and inserting the word 
“Fourth” 

The committee concurred 
resolution and 
adoption. 


in the 
recommended its 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 163—By Delegate 
J. Mahlon Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.: 


Strike out Section 3, of Art. III, of the 
Constitution, and substitute the follow- 
ing: The following committees, con- 
sisting of fifteen members each, shall 
be appointed by the President: Rules 
and Order of Business. Organization, 
Labels, Local or Federated Bodies. Edu- 
cation, State Organization, Boycotts 
and Building Trades. 

The committees, consisting of fifteen 
members each. on President's Report, 
Secretary and Treasurer’s Report, Res- 
olutions, Laws and Adjustments, shall 
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be elected in the following manner: 
Nominations for members of all these 
committees shall be made at one time. 
The election to determine the personnel 
of the respective committees. The 
nominees in the order of the highest 
number of votes received shall fill the 
committees in the order in which the 
committees are herein named. 


The committee made the following 
report on Resolution No. 163: Your 
committee concurs in the resolution 
a. to change in number of members of 
committees from eleven to fifteen, but 
non-concurs in the balance of the res- 
olution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate Barnes (J. M.), Vice-President 
Duncan, Treasurer Lennon, President 
Gompers, Delegate Walker (J. H.), 
Delegate Conroy and Delegate Cramp- 
ton. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


President Gompers—The chair de- 
sires to make an announcement. 
Newspaper statements reflecting upon 
the officers of our labor movement and 
particularly upon myself, have ap- 
peared. It was my purpose at some 
period earlier in the proceedings of 
this convention to make a statement 
to the delegates. Business has thus 
far prevented me from doing so. I 
have not had time for ample prepara- 
tion, by reason of the work of the con- 
vention, together with committee 
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work ard conferences; but in what- 
ever form I can present the matter to 
this convention, during some time to- 
morrow I should like to have the op- 
portunity of so doing. My only pur- 
pose in making the statement is to ad- 
vise you of some things which have 
transpired, and to keep you advised of 
some things which may be in anticipa- 
tion. If it were not that advantage 
might be taken of my not rererring to 
the matter in this convention, and the 
charge made that I was afraid to 
make the statement, I should make no 
reference to it at all; but I want 
you, before leaving this convention, 
to know that that which I have said 
in the American Federationist, that 
which I have said in my reports and 
that which I have said elsewhere of 
the machinations of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers is not only 
true, but it has not thus far been fully 
told. And I ask you, though it may 
take an hour to make the statenient, 
that some opportunity may be -pre- 
sented not later than some hour to- 
morrow for the presentation of that 
subject. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—Owing to 
the fact that we have a special order 
for tomorrow morning, I move that 
the statement from President Gom- 
pers be made a special order of busi- 
ness for 2:30 tomorrow afternoon. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


The convention was adjourned at 
5:30 p. m. to meet at 9 a. m. Wednes- 
day, November 20th. 
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NINTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m., Wednesday, November 20. 
Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 


Absentees—Kline, Dougherty, Mock- 
ler, Brinkman, Tracy, Dunlap, 
Winters, Moffitt, ‘Maher, ee: Wil- 
son, Sullivan (D. H.), Carroll, 
Skemp, Sheret, Starr, Goltra, Calhoun, 
Quick, Mahon, Freel, Powell (G.), En- 


tenza, Koonce, Reynolds, Langston, 
Lee (C. H.), Mahoney (M.), Virella. 
Frank, Leighton, Richards, Tracy, 


Johns, Bahlhorn, Maloney, Quick (G. 
F.), Armstrong, Piggott, Bowerman, 
Robinson, Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, 
Hauser, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, Roe, 
Behen, Canty, McCallum, Thompson,- 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Ryan, Freedman, Conley. 


The announcement was made that 
Delegate Wilson of the Maintenance of 
Way Employes, was obliged to leave 
the city, and that his delegation 
wished to have Mr. Ward seated in his 
place. 


On motion the request was granted 
and Delegate Ward seated. 


Delegate W. L. Johns, Madison, IIl., 
representing the Tri-City Central 
Trades Council, was excused from 
further attendance on the convention, 
as he was obliged to leave for his 
home. 


Delegate Schwarz asked unanimous 
consent to the introduction of a reso- 
lution. No objection being offered, 
the following resolution was present- 
ed: 


Resolution No. 181—By Delegate 
Louis A. Schwarz, International Pho- 
to-Engravers’ Union of North Amer- 
ica: 


WHEREAS, The monetary situation 
throughout the United States is in 
such a shape, at the present time, as 
to cause grave fears of an industrial 
as.well as a financial panic; and, 

WHEREAS, The unscrupulous 
banking methods that are in vogue in 
some of the large financial centers of 
the country, are directly responsible 
for this state of affairs, thereby tem- 
porarily destroying public confidence 


and causing it, to a great extent, to 
withdraw its savings from the banks 
and trust companies and thus creat- 
ing, a scarcity of available currency; 
and, 

WHEREAS, These conditions are 
directly and most seriously affecting 
the interests of the laboring classes, 
and are depriving them of the benefits 
enjoyed through years of continued 
prosperity; and, 

WHEREAS, Anvthing that so di- 
rectly concerns the working people of 
the United States as to seriously in- 
terfere with their means to secure 
a livelihood, and that makes condi- 
tions such as to demoralize business 
and trade, and reduces the demand 
for labor to a minimum, is, and should 
be, of deep concern to this conven- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS, The causes leading up 
to this deplorable manipulation of the 
currencies of this country should be 
denounced and condemned in the full- 
est extent, be it therefore 


RESOLVED, That the _ banking 
methods which are responsible for the 
present stringency in the money mar- 
ket be severely censured, and that this 
convention go on record, being the 
voice of organized labor, as_ being 
unanimously in favor of any efficient . 
methods that may be employed, to 
place the currency of the United 
States upon a more elastic and safe 
basis to prevent the possibility of on 
searcity of currency. and that 
convention, representing the ane me 
people of the United States. demand 
of the people’s representatives in Con- 
gress, that immediate steps be taken 
toward this end; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That organized labor 
is opposed to the hoarding of cur- 
rency, and advocates the restoration 
of all money saved in this manner, 
to the different channels that serve to 
keep the currency of the United States 
7 healthy circulation; and be it fur- 

er 


RESOLVED, That copies of these 
resolutions be placed in the hands of 
the President of the United States, 
and also, that they be given to the 
daily press throughout the country. 


Referred to Committee on‘ Resolut- 
ions. 

Treasurer Lennon—tThe special or- 
der for this morning is the report of 
the Adjustment Committee. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.), secretary of 
the committee, reported as follows: 
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REPORT OF ADJUSTMENT COM- 
MITTEE. 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 19, 1907. 

We, your committee appointed to 
hear complaints and disputes of In- 
ternational, National, State and City 
Central Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, hdve 
given all representatives interested a 
careful hearing, and submit for your 
consideration and approval the fol- 
lowing report: 


Resolution No. 28—By Delegate D. 
Sullivan, of Brooklyn Central Labor 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Section 2, Article 
of the Constitution of the A. F. of L 
requires national and international 
unions to instruct their locals to af- 
fillate with chartered central bodies; 


and 

WHEREAS, In Brooklyn the fol- 
lowing unions: Butchers’ Unions 
Nos, 211 and 342; Bakery and Con- 
fectionery Workers’ International 
Union No. 3; Beer Bottlers and Driv- 
ers, Nos. 345 and 347; Silk Ribbon 
Weavers’ Union, Textile Workers, No. 
2: United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America Nos. 12, 32, 
291, not only do not affiliate with the 
Central Labor Union, but maintain a 
dual and antagonistic Central Body 
known as the Brooklyn Federation of 


Labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. 
take immediate steps, through the 
proper National and _ International 
Unions, to compel the above men- 
tioned locals to withdraw from the 
central body and affiliate with the 


chartered central body, the Brooklyn 
Central Labor Union, and that the 
several other unaffiliated locals of 
National and International Unions af- 
fillated with the A. F. of L. also be 
instructed to affiliate with the Brook- 
lyn Central Labor Union. 


Committee recommends that the 
words “scab” be stricken out of the 
resolution and endorsed as amended, 
and that the resolution be referred to 
the Executive Council to be complied 
with according to the laws of the A. 
a. OE La, 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate Potter stated that the two 
local unions of Butcher Workmen 
mentioned in the resolution were not 
affiliated with Amalgamated Meat 
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Cutters and Butcher Workmen’s In- 
ternational organization. He stated 
further that if the Brooklyn Central 
Labor Union would support the or- 
ganization he represented in an ef- 
fort to organize the Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of that city in a 
local affiliated with the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen’s 
organization, such local would be 
seated in the Brooklyn Central body. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 32—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


RESOLVED, That the protest filed 
by the Actors’ National Protective 
Union in answer to the decision by 
the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor granting the 
jurisdiction to the National Alliance 
Theatrical Stage Employes over that 
branch of the theatrical profession 
recognized by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for the past fourteen 
years known as Picture Machine Op- 
erators, who are part and parcel of 
a theatrical performance, recognized 
as such for many years, and who have 
been durine that time members of 
the Actors’ National Protective 
Union; therefore 


RESOLVED, That this decision be 
reopened and that the National Alli- 
ance Theatrical Stage Employes, the 
International Brotherhood Electrical 


Workers, and the Actors’ National 
Protective Union confer with the 


(Grievance) Adjustment Committee of 
the A. F. of L. convention. 


Committee non-concurs in the res- 
olution and sustains the decision of 
the Executive Council for the reason 
that no claim was made that the 
decision was unjust. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate Hart moved the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded). 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate DeVeaux; who moved as an 
amendment that the subject matter 
be referred to the Executive Council, 
that the organization he represented 
might have an opportunity to present 
its claim. (Seconded). : 





















XU 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 








The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Lewis (T. L.), Treasurer 
Lennon, and Delegate Hart. 


The amendment offered by Delegate 
DeVeaux was carried and the original 
motion as amended was adopted. 


Resolution No. 35—By Delegate 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


RESOLVED, That it is hereby con- 
ceded that ali parts of a_ theatrical 
production occurring behind the foot- 
sights and in front of the scenery after 
same has been placed in position by 
the stage mechanics, the same being 
specialties, acts, illusions, acrobats, 
and any and all forms of entertain- 
ment presented as such in any thea- 
tre, music hall, circus, fair ground or 
park, in which any form of entertain- 
ment is produced shall be under the 
jurisdiction of the Actors’ National 
Protective Union. c 

RESOLVED, That this resolution 
shall in no way conflict with the 
rights recognized by the American 
Federation of Labor, giving the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians the priv- 
ilege of producing band concerts, in 
the various theatres, music halls, fairs 
and parks. 


The committee offered the follow- 
ing as a substitute for the second “R- 
solve:” 


RESOLVED, That nothing in the 
resolution is to be construed so as 
to interfere with the legitimate per- 
formance of musicians recognized as 
such by the American Federation of 
Musicians, or in any way conflict with 
the jurisdiction already conceded to 
International or peony Unions af- 
filiated with the A. of L. 


Committee concurs in the resolution 
as amended. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 38—By Delegate J. 
Wallace, International Union of Pav- 
ers, etc.: 


WHEREAS The International Union 
of Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb Setters made 
application to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for a charter to cover 
the above named work; and 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor granted the said Inter- 
national Union of Pavers, 
men, Flaggers, 
ters, 


Rammer- 
Bridge and Curb Set- 
the charter to cover and have 
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jurisdiction over the above named 
work; and 

WHEREAS, The peace conference 
held in New York City on February 
4. 5, and 6, 1907, decided to allow the 
Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Setters to 
remain an independent local in and 
around Greater New York, to the de- 
terment of the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters: and 

WHEREAS, In many large cities 
the Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Set- 
ters have properly affiliated them- 
selves with the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the International 
Union of Pavers, Rammermen, Flag- 
gers, Bridge and Curb Setters, appeal 
to this convention to non-concur in 
the recommendation of the peace con- 
ference in so far as Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters are concerned; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
grant the International Union of Pav- 
ers,; Rammermen, Flaggers, ’Bridge 
and Curb Setters the full jurisdiction 
claimed in their application for char- 
ter, and approved and granted by the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
which application is on file in the 
headquarters ag the American Feder- 
ation of Labo 


The committee recommended that 
the third paragraph of the preamble 
and the first ‘‘Resolved”’ be stricken 
out, with the consent of the author 
of the resolution. The committee con- 
curred in the resolution as amended. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Vice- 
President Duncan, Delegates Barnes 
(J. M.), Lewis (T. L.), Vice-President 
O’Connell, Seeretary Morrison, Presi- 
dent Gompers, Delegates Wallace, 
Flood, and Sullivan (T. J.). 


The motian to recommit to the com- 
mittee was carried. 


The Committee on Adjustment 
asked that Resolution No. 47 be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Build- 
ing Trades; Resolution No. 52 to the 
Committee on Laws, ard Resolution 
No. 61 to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. No objection being offered, 
the resolutions were so referred. 


Resolution No. 63—By Delegate J. 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
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national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The _ Central Labor 
Union of _the City of Washington, D. 
C., has affiliated with it a body known 
as the Carpet Mechanics’ Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ In- 
ternational Union of North America 
has complete and entire jurisdiction 
over all carpet layers, cutters and 
measurers; and 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics’ 
Union is an antagonistic and rival 
body to the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America and 
not affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; be it 

RESOLVED, That the Central La- 
bor Union of Washington. D. C., is re- 
quired to use its good offices for the 
purpose of endeavoring to have said 
Carpet Mechanics’ Unian apply for a 
charter from the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America and 
unless the Carpet Mechanics’ Union 
applies for admission to the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union of North 
America within sixty days after the 
adjournment of this convention, the 
Central Labor Union of Washington, 

. C.. is hereby directed to suspend 
that union; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That all central bodies 
holding a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor, are directed to 
take similar action against affiliated 
unions of carpet mechanics who are 
not connected with the Upholsterers’ 
International Union of North America. 

The committee concurred in the 


resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The Committee concurred in Resolu- 
tion No. 69 when amended by striking 
out all after the word “re-affirmed” in 
the fourth line of the last resolution, 
to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegates W. 
L. A. Johnson, Thos. H. Flynn and Thos. 
Nolan of the International Brother- 


hood of Boilermakers and I. S. B. & H. 
of A.: 


WHEREAS, The International 
Brotherood of Boilermakers and Iron 
Shipbuilders and: Helpers of America 
in January, 1904, presented a trade jur- 
isdiction dispute with the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers to the A. F. 
of L. Executive Council at Washing- 
ton, for adjustment. A conference was 
held with the B. & S. I. W. of A. and 
the points upon which an agreement 
could not be made was referred by 
both parties to a committee of the A. 
F. of L. Executive Council which com- 
mittee gave both parties a hearing and 
made an award which was delivered 
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to both organizations July 1, 1904. The 
B. & S. I. W. of A. ignored the award 
and continued to perform the disputed 
work. An appeal for the enforcement 
of the work was taken up at the San 
Francisco Convention and after an 
investigation by the Grievance Com- 
mittee of the A. F. of L. at that Con- 
vention they made a report to re- 
affirm the former award made by the 
A. F. of L. and ordering the same 
carried into effect (See page 212 pro- 
ceedings, 1904). The B. & S. IL W 
of A. continued to refuse to live up 
to that award, and numerous confer- 
ences have been held with committees 
and officers of the Structural Iron 
Workers endeavoring to secure an 
amicable adjustment of this matter, 
but all to no purpose. 


At the Minneapolis Convention, 
1906, President Ryan of the B. & S. I 
W. of A. agreed if no action was taken 
by the Boilermakers in presenting 
this, in stating to that Convention he 
would meet with our International of- 
ficers and Mr. Thomas Flynn, a repre- 
sentative of the A. F. of L., immedi- 
ately after the Convention and adjust 


the tlispute. 

Meeting was held in Chicago, De-' 
cember 4, between the officers of the 
two conventions, but no agreement 
was reached because the Structural 
Iron Workers wanted to deviate from 
the award. Another conference was 
held at Indianapolis, 1907, but no 
agreement was reached for the same 
reason, the Structural Iron Workers 


either refusing to agree to enforce the 
award of the A. F. of L. as made or 
denying their authority and power as 
International officers to enforce the 
award. 

The Structural Iron Workers at the 
present time and during the past year, 
have insisted on doing boilermakers’ 
work—such as steam and water tight 
tank work, smoke stacks, breechings, 
etc.—even to the extent of striking 
jobs through the _ building trades’ 
councils to enforce these unwarranted 
claims. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor that the award above referred 
to be re-affirmed. 


The motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Johnson, who moved that the 
Committee be amended 
so as to concur in the resolution in 
full. 

Treasurer Lennon—That is practic- 
ally a negative motion, and the same 
result can be obtained by voting down 
the original proposition. 


Delegate Johnson moved that the 
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resolution be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee, and that he be given an oppor- 
tunity to appear before the Committee. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Lewis (T. L.), Ryan (F. M.), 
Flynn and Sullivan (T. J.). 

On motion the debate was closed, and 
the motion to concur in the report of 
the Committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 71—By Delegate J. 
H. Hatch, for the Upholsterers Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The hanging of all tap- 
estry fabrics and for interior decora- 
tions, such as wall hangings in private 
residences, hotels and exposition build- 
ings, ete., when such hangings are 
tacked upon the wall, has been recog- 
nized as being under the jurisdiction 
of the upholsterers craft, and 


WHEREAS, Flag and bunting deco- 
rations on the interior and exterior of 
buildings, expositions, ete., is recog- 
nized as being under the jurisdiction 
of the Upholsterers International Un- 
ion of North America; be it 


RESOLVED, That the claim of juris- 
diction as herein set forth by the Up- 
holsterers International Union of 
North America over this work is en- 
dorsed and recognized by the - 27th 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


The Committee made the following 
report: 

The Committee finds that the officers 
of the Upholsterers’ International Un- 
ion have held no conference with other 
organizations interested to adjust their 
differences, and the Committee recom- 
mends that the representatives of the 
organizations interested be instructed 
to hold a conference to adjust their 
respective jurisdictions. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Hatch moved that the res- 
olution be referred back to the Com- 
mittee, and that all the parties appear 
before the Committee. (Seconded) 


Vice-President O’Connell — I will 
state for the Committee that we could 
not make any other report. The law 
of the American Federation of Labor 
requires that parties at interest must 
first hold a conference and endeavor to 


adjust their differences. 


The amendment was withdrawn by 


Delegate Hatch, and the motion to 
concur in the report of the Committee 
was carried. 


Resolution No. 75—By Delegate J. 
H. Hatch, for the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 2, of 
the American Federation of Labor di- 
rects “the establishment of National 
and International Trade Unions, based 
upon a strict recognition of the au- 
tonomy of each trade, and the promo- 
tion and advancement of such bodies,” 
and 

WHEREAS, The Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union 
has within its ranks men who are em- 
ployed as vehicle upholsterers, and 
these men of right and according to 
the said Article 2 and Section 2, should 
be transferred and affiliated with the 
Upholsterers’ International Union of 
North America, and 

WHEREAS, A conference was held 
at the city of Washington during the 
present year between representatives 
of the Carriage and Wagon Workers’ 
International Union and the Uphol- 
sterers’ International Union; and 

WHEREAS, This conference has 
been arranged by President Samuel 
ees. but resulted unsatisfactorily, 
anc 

WHEREAS, There are a great num- 
ber of men employed in this industry 
who are unorganized, and who cannot 
be successfully organized until the 
question of jurisdiction has been fin- 
ally adjusted; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., direct the Carriage and Wagon 
Workers’ International Union to trans- 
fer all such vehicle upholsterers to the 
Upholsterers’ International Union of 
North America withim 60 days after 
the adjournment of this Convention. 


Committee non-concurs in the re- 
solution and suggests that Secretary 
Morrison continue negotiations with 
a view of bringing about a speedy 
settlement. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate Hatch—I _ desire to ask 
the chair whether the recommenda- 
tion of the committee means that the 
convention recognizes the authority 
of Secretary Morrison to settle this 
question. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the 
committee—Secretary Morrison was 
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authorized to try and bring about 
an understanding between the con- 
tending organizations, and while they 
had one conference which was with- 
out final results, the committee is of 
the opinion that they should continue 
negotiations; and that Secretary Mor- 
rison continue to lend his good of- 
fice to bring about an understanding, 
because there are some matters in 
the resolution the committee believes 
could not be carried into effect, even 
though it were adopted. 

Delegate Hatch—I desire to offer 
as an amendment to the recommen- 
dation of the committee: That the 
matter be referred to the Executive 
Council and the representatives of 
both sides required to come before 
with full power to act. (Seconded) 

Delegate Brinkman offered as an 
amendment to the amendment that 
the word “required” be stricken out 
and the word “request” inserted in 
its place. 


The amendment to the amendment 
was declared lost on a viva voce vote. 
A division was had, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment was again 
declared lost. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Hatch: That the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council and the 
representatives of both sides required 
to come before it with full power to 
act, was carried. 

Delegate Prinkman—My organiza- 
tion seldom holds conventions. Most 
of its work is done by referendum. I 
suppose time will be given for that. 

President Gompers—Judging from 
the actions of the Executive Council 
in the past, it is fair to assume that 
for the future the Executive Council, 
regardless of its personnel, will be fair 
to any. organization and give it ample, 
reasonable time for such a purpose. 

The Committee desires to report on 
a section of President Gompers’ Report 
and also on Resolution No. 64. 

SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 

In connection with the general sub- 
ject of jurisdiction disputes, your at- 
tention is called to the fact that in 
the dispute existing for a considerable 
period of time between the Interna- 
tional Seamen’s Union and the Inter- 
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national Longshoremen’s Association, 
the Pittsburg Convention directed that 
the two organizations should select 
two representatives each, these four to 
select a fifth, to determine the right to 
the use of the name, “Marine and 
Transport Workers,” in addition to 
that of the International Longshore- 
men’s Association, and as to certain 
classes of work coming under their 
respective jurisdictions. The confer- 
ence was held under these instructions, 
and an effort made to have both par- 
ties come to a mutual agreement, but 
without success. 

The representatives of both organi- 
zations selected a fifth person as ar- 
bitrator, one in whom they both ex- 
pressed their confidence as to his abil- 
ity, honesty and impartiality. They 
declared in advance that their respec- 
tive organizations would abide by the 
decision and award which he might 
render; yet within a few weeks after 
the award and decision were rendered 
I was officially informed that the con- 
vention of the International Long- 
shoremen’s Association had rejected it. 

This case is cited first, as a matter 
of fact and record; and, second, to show 
that at times when representatives on 
behalf of their organizations declare 
in advance that they will abide by a 
decision or award of an arbitrator, 
their organizations may decline to hold 
themselves bound thereby. 

Resolution No. 64— 

WHEREAS, There has been for some 
years a controversy between the Inter- 
national Seamen’s Union of America 
and the International Longshoremen’s 
Association on account of the addi- 
tional name assumed by the Longshore- 


men’s Association of Marine and Trans- 
port Workers; and 

WHEREAS, The Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in its 
Pittsburg Convention provided for an 
Arbitration Board; and 

WHEREAS, This Arbitration Board 
met in Erie, Pa. April, 1906, and 
selected Mr. Samuel Gompers, Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor, as Chairman of Arbitration 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, On June 26, 1907, Mr. 
Gompers rendered his decision on the 
controversy in which he used the fol- 
lowing words: “The use by the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Association of 
the additional title Marine and Trans- 
port Workers is not essential to its 
rights and interest and is essentially 
prejudicial to the rights and interest 
of the seamen, therefore, and for fur- 
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ther reasons hereinafter given, the fur- 
ther use by the International Long- 
shoremen’s Association of the addi- 
tional title Marine and Transport 
Workers is to be discontinued.” And 

WHEREAS, The International Long- 
shoremen’s Association in Convention 
on July 9th, voted that “the decision of 
the Arbitration Board be rejected and 
that we retain our name”; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Massachusetts 
State Branch of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor condemns the action of 
the Longshoremen for refusing to 
abide by the decision of the Arbitra- 
tion Board, after agreeing to do so. 


The Committee finds that “Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Association” is 
the name recognized by the American 
Federation of Labor, and recommends 
that the International Longshoremen’s 


Association be instructed to discon-, 


tinue the use of the words “Marine and 
Transport Workers” as a part of the 
name of their organization. 


Committee further recommends that 
the credentials of no organization be 
accepted by the Secretary of the A. 
F. of L. unless such credentials are 
made out in accordance with the name 
recognized and listed by the American 
Federation of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee be 
concurred in. 


Vice-President Huber in the chair. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate Keefe, President Gompers, Vice- 
President O’Connell and Delegate Fu- 
ruseth. 


Treasurer Lennon—I desire to offer 
an amendment to the report of the 
Committee: In their last resolution, 
which reads, “The Committee further 
recommends that the credentials of 
no organization be accepted by the 
Secretary of the A. F. of L. unless 
such credentials are made out in ac- 
cordance with the name recognized and 
listed by the American Federation of 
Labor,” that after the word “that” it 
read: 


“The International Longshoremen 
be, and are hereby required, to change 
their name in accord with the decision 
rendered by President Gompers as ar- 
bitrator, and that in furtherance of 
this object President Gompers and one 


other member of the Executive Coun- 
cil attend the next convention of the 
Longshoremen and urge upon them 
the change referred to.” (Seconded) 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Lewis (T. L.), and Treas- 
urer Lennon. 


The amendment offered by Treasurer 
Lennon was adopted by a vote of 106 
to 53, and the original motion, as 
amended, was adopted by a viva voce 
vote. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. Alex Fairgrieve, Pres- 
ident of the Montana Federation of 
Labor. 


Mr. Fairgrieve spoke at some length 
of the work of the Montana Federa- 
tion, and said in part: It is true that 
in the past we have stood aloof from 
the great labor movement of this coun- 
try, and are still in that condition so 
far as our Federation is concerned. 
There is no reason why we should not 
be affiliated with the American Feder- 
ation of Labor except the neglect of 
the national and international officers 
of the great labor unions to have their 
locals in Montana affiliated with the 
State Federation. One reason for that 
is that differences have grown up be- 
tween the organizations in Montana. 
In the past the Montana Federation has 
been controlled by those who rebelled 
against the other States and against 
the American Federation of Labor. 
That is not so today. The organiza- 
tion is now practicaNy in the hands 
of the international movement, and 
there is no reason why we should not 
affiliate with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in this great movement. 


Mr. Fairgrieve spoke at some length 
of the legislation in favor of labor, 
particularly the Eight-hour Law and 
the Child Labor Law that have been 
secured in Montana through the State 
Federation. He stated that the Mon- 
tana Child Labor Law was superior to 
that of any other civWized country. 
In closing he expressed the hope that 
at the next Convention representatives 
of the Montana Federation of Labor 
would appear as delegates, not as vis- 
itors. 


Secretary Morrison announced that 
the Entertainment Committee had se- 
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cured tickets for all delegates and 
their wives to attend the Friday even- 
ing performance at the Colonial The- 
atre. The Committee asked the dele- 
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gates to make no other engagements 
for that evening. 

The Convention was adjourned at 
12:30 p. m. to meet at 2 p. m. 





NINTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., Wednesday, November 20th, 
Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 


Absentees—Kline, Dougherty (W. J.), 
Mockler, Dwyer, Cable, Winters, Noyes, 
Wilson, Sullivan {D. FL), Carroll, 
Sheret, Schwarz, Starr, Clark, Goltra, 
Moore, Calhoun, Quick (L. W.), Ma- 
hon, Freel, Gervias, Powell (G.), En- 
tenza, Griffith, Koonce, Langston, Lee 
(Cc. H.), Virella, Frank, Jones, Leigh- 
ton, Richards, Johns, Maloney (R. §8.), 
Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, Piggott, 
Bowerman, Robinson, Bogasse, Clin- 
ton, Donkel, Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, 
Justice, Roe, Behen, Canty, Woodman- 
sie, McCallum, Thompson, Edwards, 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley, Chapman. 


The Committee on Credentials re- 
ported favorably on the credentials of 
Thomas Nolan, Portsmouth Central La- 
bor Union. 


The report of the Committee was 
concurred in. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Ad- 
justment Committee, reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 
Wallace, 
ers, etc.: 


38—By Delegate J. 
International Union of Pav- 


WHEREAS, The International Un- 
ion of Pavers. Rammermen, Flaggers, 
Bridge and Stone Curb Setters, made 
application to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, for a charter to cover 


the above named work; and 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor granted the said Inter- 


national Union of Pavers, Rammer- 
men, Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Set- 
ters, the charter to cover, and have 


jurisdiction over 
work; and 

WHERBPAS, The peace conference 
held in New York City, on February 
4, 5 and 6, 1907, decided to allow the 
Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Setters to 
remain an independent local in and 
around Greater New York, to the de- 
triment of the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters; and 

WHEREAS, In many 
the Flaggers, Bridge and Curb Set- 
ters have properly § affiliated. them- 
selves with the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters now; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the International 
Union of Pavers, Rammermen, Flag- 
gers, Bridge and Curb Setters, appeal 
to this Convention to non-concur in 
the recommendation of the peace con- 
ference in so far as Flagzgers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters are concerned; and 
be it further 


RESOLVED, That this Convention 
grant the International Union of 
Pavers, Rammermen, Flaggers, Bridge 
and Curb Setters, the full jurisdic- 
tion claimed in their application for 
charter, and approved and granted by 
the American Federation of Labor, 
and which application is on file in 
the headquarters of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


the above named 


large cities 


Resolution No. 38 was re-committed 
to the Committee. The Committee finds 
the charter name claimed by the rese- 
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lution is not in accordance with facts, 
as the charter was granted under the 
title of International Union of Pavers 
and Rammermen. We further find that 
the resolution is practically an appli- 
cation for an extension of charter, 
therefore, we recommend the same be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
full investigation and action. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 83—By Delegate E. T. 
Behrens, Missouri State Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, The’ Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks has made application 
for affiliation to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Objection has been in- 
terposed by the International Freight 
Handlers and Warehousemen’s Union 
to the granting of a charter to the 
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks; and 

WHEREAS, The Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks has demonstrated its 
capacity to fully protect the interests of 
those engaged in clerical work in rail- 
way service as proven by its past rec- 
ord in securing improved conditions for 
its members, its steady increase in 
members and its rapid advancement 
along trades union lines; and 

WHEREAS, There ought to be no 
question as to the right of jurisdiction 
over railway clerks as between the 
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks and the 
International Freight Handlers and 
Warehousemen’s Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, that a charter of 
affiliation be granted the Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks, and that the Execu- 
tice Council hereby stands instructed 
to issue said charter. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


The representatives of the Railway 
Clerks, who is author of the resolu- 
tion, and the representatives of the 
Freight Handlers’ Union having ar- 
ranged a settlement of their differ- 
ences, a request was made that the 
resolution be withdrawn and your Com- 
mittee endorses the request. 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was con*urred in. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegate 
James F. Scott, Central Trades and La- 
bor Assembly, Tampa, Fla.: 


WHEREAS, Ship Carpenters, Join- 


ers and Caulkers of America, Local 
No. 60, located at Tampa, Fla., pro- 
test against the members of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America, Local No. 696, usurp- 
ing the places of the members of Lo- 
cal No. 60, and it is claimed at a lower 
wage scale than obtained by the ship 
carpenters. 

Local No. 60 also claims that mem- 
bers of No. 696 work with non-union 
caulkers and others on marine and 
floating work claimed by the ship car- 
penters. To these charges the offi- 
cials of Local No. 696 has never. made 
an official denial. 

The Central Trades and Labor As- 
sembly of Tampa, Fla., to whom the 
protest was first made, tried by every 
means to have the two locals affected 
arrive at a satisfactory agreement. In 
this the central body was unsuccess- 
ful, owing to the fact that Local 696 
claimed jurisdiction over every branch 
of work where a nail is driven. 


The matter was then referred to 
President Gompers for a decision, and 
the president decided that as the mat- 
ter was one of trades jurisdiction, it 
should be settled by the national or- 
ganizations. 

As the dispute in question has de- 
veloped into a dispute between two 
internationals, the Central Trades and 
Labor Assembly of Tampa begs that 
the 27th Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor adopt 
some method by which this dissension 
can be eliminated and peace restored 
by mutual consent of the parties con- 
cerned. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


No conference having been arranged 
to settle the matter in dispute, the 
Committee recommends that the sub- 
ject matter of the resolution be refer- 
red to the General Officers of the two 
organizations interested for adjust- 
ment, 


On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 117—By Delegates 
M. O’Sullivan, Hugh Frayne, C. D. 
Wheeler, of A. S .M. W. 


WHEREAS, The members of _ the 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
permitted their members to take the 
— of sheet metal workers who 

pug > on strike for better conditions 

It Lake City, Utah; and 


WHEREAS, Such action resulted in 
preventing our members from estab- 
lishing a higher wage rate per day 
in that city; and 

WHEREAS, The general officers of 
the Sheet Metal Workers have repeat- 
edly asked the general officers of the 
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Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
that they withdraw their members 
from shops on strike by Sheet Metal 
Workers, which has not been com- 
plied with ;therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Convention of the A. F. of L. 
now in session in the city of Norfolk, 
Virginia, that the general officers of 
the Boilermakers and Iron Ship Build- 
ers be, and is hereby instructed to im- 
mediately withdraw their members 
from the shops in Salt Lake City, where 
they have taken the places of our men 
on strike. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


The representatives of the Boiler- 
makers and Iron Ship Builders and the 
Sheet Metal Workers’ Organizations 
were requested to try and reach an 
agreement, and as a. result of their 
conferences the following agreement 
was drawn up: 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 16, 1907. 
To the Delegates representing the 
A. S. M. W. I. A. in the Twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention assem- 
bled: 


In consideration of the above repre- 
sentatives withdrawing the protest 
entered against the Boilermakers and 
Iron Ship Builders for permitting its 
members to take the place of Sheet 
Metal Workers, who were on strike 
for better conditions in the shops of 
Utah M. M. Supply Company of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, 

We, the representatives of the Boiler- 
makers and Iron Ship Builders, agree 
to immediately withdraw our members 
from said shops. 

It is mutually agreed by both par- 
ties hereto that in the event of a set- 
tlement being arrived at between the 
Sheet Metal Workers of the U. M. M. 
Supply Company, that in the jurisdic- 
tion dispute existing between both par- 
ties, we agree to a conference to draw 
= demarcation lines covering jurisdic- 
tion. 


For the Sheet Metal Workers: 


(Signed) 
M. O’SULLIVAN, G. P. 
HUGH FRAYNE, 
Cc. D. WHEELER. 

For the Boilermakers and Iron Ship 
Builders: 

(Signed) 
GEORGE F. DUNN, 
THOS. H. FLYNN, 


W. L. A. JOHNSON. 


The Committee endorses this agree- 
ment and recommends it for your ap- 
proval. 

On motion, the report of the Commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegates Jas. 
J. Nugent and John Mangan, Interna- 
tional Association of Steam Fitters, 
etc.: 


WHEREAS, Steam fitting is recog- 
nized and admitted as a trade, separate 
and distinct from plumbing, and 

WHEREAS, The United Association 
of Plumbers, etec., is endeavoring by 
unfair means to prevent the Interna- 
tional Association of Steam _ Fitters, 
ete., from exercising the rights duly 
accorded to them under their affilia- 
tion with the A. F. of L.; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. that the 
restrictions or conditions now attached 
to the charter of the International As- 
sociation of Steam and Hot Water Fit- 
ters and Helpers be removed, thereby 
granting the above association full 
jurisdiction and absolute control of 
their trade; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the United Asso- 
ciation of Plumbers, etc., be and is 
hereby instructed to remove the words 
“Steam Fitters” and “Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers” from their charter. 


Committee recommends that the res- 
olution be referred to the Executive 
Council with instructions to have the 
International Association of Steam Fit- 
ters to select three  reprcsentatievs 
and the United Association of Plumbers 
to select three representatives. Those 
six representatives, with President 
Gompers, or some person he may se- 
lect, to meet within ninety days, for 
the purpose of arranging an agree- 
ment defining the jurisdiction of the 
two organizations. 


Committee further recommends that 
in the event of the Committee selected 
failing to meet or agree, that the Ex- 
ecutive Council is empowered to de- 
fine lines of jurisdiction for the Inter- 


* national Association of Steam Fitters 


and the United Association of Plumb- 
ers, etc. The decision of the Commit- 
tee of seven or the Executive Council 
to be final and binding on both organ- 


‘izations. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Nugent and MacArthur. 


Delegate MacArthur offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the report of the 
Committee: Amend by adding: “In the 
meantime all affiliated organizations 
are hereby advised and instructed to 
grant full recognition to all locals and 
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members of the National Assocation 
of Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers.” This to be pending the pro- 
posed conference, or the results of the 
eonference. 


The amendment was' seconded by 


Delegate Brinkman. 


Delegate Moffitt—I move you that 
we proceed with the business that was 
made a special order for 2:30. 


President Gompers—The hour for the 
special order has arrived and the pend- 
ing subject will be deferred until the 
close of that special order. I ask Del- 
egate Lynch, President of the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union to occupy 
the chair during the special order. 


Delegate Lynch in the chair. 


Chairman Lynch—The time for the 
special order having arrived in which 
President Gompers is to make a state- 
ment, the President has the floor. 


President Gompers—Mr. Chairman 
and Fellow Delegates: Yesterday I 
made a statement, or an announce- 
ment, requesting the consideration of 
the delegates to this convention and 
their indulgence that I might have 
an opportunity to make a statement 
regarding the assertions, the insinu- 
ations and the attacks of the Nat- 
ional Association of Manufacturers 
and their hirelings. You were kind 
enough to set an hour for the hearing 
of that statement. In the meantime 
I have prepared a statement, which 
has been reduced to writing. There 
are a number of other matters in con- 
nection with the staten.ent that are 
not written, and which it was not 
within the limit of time to write and 
prepare, so I may have to depart 
from the manuscript and refer to 
some other matters in connection 
with the whole subject. 


The attack by the agents of the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
ers upon the officers of the A. F. of 
L. could not come at a more oppor- 
tune time than just before and during 
our annual convention. It will have 
directly the opposite effect from that 
intended. Instead of sowing sus- 
picion and disrupting our forces it 


will concentrate their energy upon de- 
fensive measures. 


While I might personally prefer to 
let my life work speak for itself as 
to my honesty and loyalty to the 
movement I have the honor in part 
to represent, yet such scurrilous and 
lying attacks can not be passed over in 
silence by the labor movement of the 
country and I feel that the general 
public should be given ‘the truth. 
That our opponents descend to per- 
sonal abuse shows the low character 
of the campaign they are conducting. 
That they had to go back sixteen 
years to fabricate a charge against 
my honesty is significant, for I have 
been under public scrutiny all the 
years since. 


We have with us here and there is in 
our office a mass of most interesting 
and remarkable documents’ which 
throw light on the methods and mo- 
tives and personality of those who 
have instigated these recent attacks. 


Public sentiment will be shocked at 
the revelation of the methods em- 
ployed by the spies and agents of the 
Manufacturers’ Association. I shall 
lay much of this information before 
you and the general public. 


The unions of the country have 
been simmering with resentment since 
I informed them through the Ameri- 
can Federationist of the real purposes 
for which the Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion’s million and a half dollar war 
fund was to be used. I published an 
editorial in the American Federation- 
ist last July and another in Septem- 
ber stating that the fund would be 
used in an attempt to villify and dis- 
credit the officials of our movement— 
that detectives and spies were already 
swarming around our unions not only 
trying to get information but busily 
engaged in fomenting trouble and con- 
cocting lies as to the actions of such 
unions and their members.‘ My edi- 
torials were based on actual informa- 
tion. A symposium in our September 
issue contributed by our most promi- 
nent labor officials showed that they, 
too, realized the character of the 
fight against us. This recent attack 
upon the officers of the A. F. of L. is 
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the proof to our members of how ac- 
curately we foretold the action of the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
ers. They have made a very poor job 
of it. They have to go back sixteen 
years in order to find any peg upon 
which they can hang a possible sus- 
picion. 


The man Rice who makes affidavit 
of having paid and received certain 
money from Samuel Gompers, is @ 
man who was formerly an advertising 
solicitor employed by the American 
Federation of Labor. He was dis- 
missed for dishonesty. We have rec- 
ords in our office to prove this. After 
his dismissal by the A. F. of L., he 
traveled through various States get- 
ting out ‘fake’? souvenirs and similar 
publications, cheating business men 
and lining his own pockets through 
his false assertion that he was the 
agent of the A. F. of L. We usually 
received proof of his rascality after 
he had fled from the scene of opera- 
tion, so prosecution was difficult. 


Rice’s statements as to the ac- 
counts paid the A. F. of L. for the 
advertising privileges of its annual 
publication from the years 1893 to 
1899, are not only incorrect as to the 
amounts paid, but he omits the im- 
portant fact that such sums as he 
did pay were expended for the Fed- 
eration and not for my personal use. 
The records of the A. F. of L. show 
that these sums received trom the 
sale of the advertising privilege of our 
annual seuvenir were used to buy of- 
fice furniture and to get out plates 
for some of our earlier pamphlets. 
It must be remembered that the Fed- 
eration was up to 1893 a compara- 
tively new organization, struggling to 
get an equipment for its organizing 
and educational work. 


Mr. Rice and his confederates per-, 
verted the original idea of the A. F. 
of L. souvenir publication and both 
before and after our magazine was 
established they systematically plund- 
ered both the business men and the 
local labor movement in various sec- 
tions of the country. 


At our 1901 convention of the Fed- 
eration held at Scranton, Pennsyl- 
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vania, our Executive Council called 
special attention to the deceptive pub- 
lications which were illegally using 
the name of the A, F. of L. and asked 
and ‘received authority to presecute 
any persons who published souvenirs, 
directories or other publications in 
which the A. F. of L. was alleged as 
the beneficiary. This wiped out the 
general evil to some extent, but Rice 
and his confederates then turned their 
attention to getting out fake souve- 
nirs, alleging State and City Central 
Bodies as the _ beneficiaries. Their 
swindles were even then so bold that 
several times they only escaped pros- 
ecution by hasty departure to fresh 
fields and pastures new. I have let- 
nag in this convention all admitting 
it. 


There are warrants out for Henry 
Rice in several States, sworn to by 
business men whom he has fleeced. 
We have in our office original corres- 
pondence voluntarily sent to us prov- 
ing that Henry Rice has over and over 
again stolen from those who employed 
him. He is not in fear of physical as- 
sault as he claims but he may well 
fear that he will be arrested and sen- 
tenced to serve time for his swindles. 
The National Association of Manu- 
facturers can not plead ignorance of 
this man’s character when they hire 
him to defame me. The fact is that 
no other sort of a man could be found 
to do this kind of work. 


A fac-simile receipt has peen pub- 
lished in order to give the impression 
that I had some questionabie finan- 
cial transactions with Rice. That was 
simply an ordinary business trans- 


action, the money received from Rice 


was used as I have already explained, 
wholly for the A. F. of L. 


The A. F. of L. and many business 
men have suffered from Rice’s depre- 
dations and did we wish evil to the 
Manufacturers’ Association, we could 
not hope for anything worse than that 
they should have him as one of their 
agents. 


The attack upon the Federation of- 
ficials misrepresents the action which 
the A. F. of L. has taken on several 
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occasions in its conventions. 


For instance, it is charged that I 
was “investigated”’ at the Chicago con- 
vention in 1893, and the intimation is 
made that I was ‘‘white washed.” 


It is true that I had some opposi- 
tion. There was a delegate who had 
the honorable ambition to succeed me 
as president and he had a following 
among the delegates. Some of my 
opponents started a rumor that I had 
not accounted satisfactorily for the 
money received for the sale of the ad- 
vertising privilege for our souvenir 
that year. A committee of five was 
appointed to investigate the matter, 
three of the five were known to be 
personally opposed to my re-election 
as president and in favor of the elec- 
tion of my opponent. 


The committee found that the ru- 
mors were baseless. I had properly 
accounted for every dollar received. 
It is true that the committee recom- 
mended that no further annual souve- 
nirs be issued, but that was because 
the convention decided to establish 
our official monthly magazine, the 
“American Federationist.”” The report 
of the committee showing that I had 
properly fulfilled the trust reposed in 
me was unanimously adopted by the 
convention. I was re-elected presi- 
dent and in addition made editor of 
our official magazine, authorized to be 
established by that convention. 


In regard to the expense of our 
magazine, the “American Federation- 
ist,” I will say that we do pay our 
advertising manager fifty per cent 
commission on advertising. He is an 
able man who has received from other 
firms even higher salary than we pay. 
We consider the laborer worthy of 
his hire. Our advertising manger 
does not get the fifty per cent for his 
personal share, but is obliged to pay a 
commission and traveling expenses 
to the force of canvassers whom he 
employs and keeps on the road solicit- 
ing advertisements for the ‘American 
Federationist.”. This makes a total 
of about forty-two per cent, leaving 
him about eight per cent for work as 
manager. 


It is true that we are obliged to pay 


somewhat higher advertising commis- 
sion than daily newspapers or an or- 
dinary magazine. Our magazine is 
national in its scope and appeal, yet 
there are certain kinds of advertising 
which we do not care to solicit or ac- 
cept. For instance, we do not accept 
the advertisemenis of a firm known to 
be unfair to organized labor, not even 
if that firm were willing to pay $5,000 
a page per insertion. It would sur- 
prise even you, much less the public, 
to know the sums we are offered if we 
will accept certain classes of adver- 
tisements. 


I want to read a statement con- 
tained in the journal of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. In 
one part it says: “Would it not be 
natural for Mr. Gompers to take the 
position of Advertising Solicitor in 
preference to that of President of the 
American Federation of Labor as the 
remuneration is greater?’”’ 


I leave it to you who know me to 
say what sort of an advertising so- 
licitor I would make! And secondly, 
the whole make-up of these people, 
our enemies, their view and their con- 
duct is measured by the dollar mark; 
they know nothing of conviction and 
principle. They imagine if there be 
a dollar at the end of a proposition 
opposed to anything in which they 
may believe, then change your be- 
lief in order to get the dollar. They 
do not understand and can not ap- 
preciate that there are some men in 
this world who have convictions and 
who live for principle, and the ques- 
tion of dollars is an after consider- 
ation. But to resume: 


I also charge openly and pointedly 
that the Manufacturers’ Association 
has for the past two years conducted 
a secret and wide-spread boycott 
against the “American Federationist.” 
We have ample proof of this in our 
records. It penalizes manufacturers 
who advertise in our columns. It ter- 
rorizes merchants who would like to 
advertise with us by threatening to 
ruin their business if they do. This 
is the association which conducts a 
secret boycott itself and is trying to 
get the courts to enjoin the A. F. of 
L. from publishing an open “We 
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Don’t Patronize”’ list of unfair firms 
in the “American Federationist.” The 
blacklisting and boycotting tactics of 
the Manufacturers’ Association add 
considerably to the expense and 
trouble of securing advertising for the 
“American Federationist,’’ but we are 
glad to say that many of the best 
firms in the country refuse to be ter- 
rorized by the Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation. 


It is true that in 1903 and 1904 we 
had an apparent deficit on the 
“American Federationist.’”” Our secre- 
tary’s report, from which this was 
joyously culled by our opponents, was 
only of the current condition and did 
not mention several thousand dollars 
of collectable bills which were a good 
asset and were subsequently realized 
upon. 


In 1905 our expenses were less be- 
cause the expenditures of the two pre- 
vious years in enlarging and adver- 
tising our publication had borne sueh 
good fruit that we again showed a 
surplus on current business. At no 
time has our official magazine been a 
burden upon our members, for it has 
every year carried several thousands 
of dollars worth of official printing for 
which it makes no charge upon the 
general fund and which is absolutely 
necessary for the information of our 
members. 


We might have had an actual de- 
ficit greater than any ever alleged 
against the magazine and the deficit 
would still have been less than the 
cost of official printing to the Federa- 
tion if we were without an official 
publication. , 


Our subscribers and our advertising 
carry our magazine as a good legiti- 
mate business proposition without ex- 
pense to our members and with no ap- 
propriation from our general fund. 
This is so well known in the labor 
movement that statements to the con- 
trary only cause a smile among our 
members, but naturally the general 
public is not so well informed. 


It would not be necessary to go into 
these matters in detail did every one 
understand that not only are our en- 
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tire financial transactions published 
every month in the “American Feder- 
ationist,’’ but every official act is care- 
fully scrutinized by our annaul con- 
vention. 


The garbled extracts published by 
the Manufacturers’ Association were 
taken from our published financial 
reports which are on file in public 
libraries and everywhere that our 
cial transactions have been audited 
by a special committee each year and 
passed upon by the convention. It 
requires rather an acrobatic ability 
to wrench these figures out of their 
sequence in order to deceive the pub- 
lic. It is a huge joke to the labor 
movement to pretend that there is 
anything secret about the American 
Federation of Labor finances. 


Our expenditures each year are not 
only authorized but approved by the 
rank and file who pay the per capita 
tax. 


I think the National Association of 
Manufacturers will do well to follow 
our example and publish each month 
the subscriptions received to the mil- 
lion and a half dollar war fund. I 
challenge it to publish the true story 
for what the money is expended. 


But to resume as to our own fi- 
nances, not only do the secretary, 
treasurer and myself present extended 
reports of everything done during the 
year, but we also join with our eight 
vice-presidents in an Executive Coun- 
cil report to the convention. These 
are not only read and printed as a 
part of the public proceedings, but 
committees are appointed to analyze 
and consider these reports and the 
verdict of the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports is subject to debate by the 
convention. Our conventions are 
open and visitors, friends or oppon- 
ents, are permitted to hear our every 
utterance. The representatives of 
the press are presented ample oppor- 
tunities for making a report of our 
proceedings to publish to the 
world. Could there be more 
publicity? Our members realize that 
the Manufacturers’ Association is try- 
ing to mislead the public, when it 
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talks about our Executive Council 
having either opportunity or power to 
abuse the trust reposed in it. 


My colleagues and I court the full- 
est possible inquiry from you, the del- 
egates representing our two million 
members, who are at this convention, 
and I hope to send broadcast the in- 
vitation to the rank and file of our 
membership to study with renewed 
vigilance the acts of its officers in 
the coming year. We are proud in 
the knowledge that we have adminis- 
tered the affairs of the Federation not 
only honestly, but economically and 
intelligently. 


As to there being an official ring 
within the Federation, I ask those in- 
terested to study the doings of the 
Norfolk Convention. 
the Secretary, Treasurer and eight 
vice-presidents of the A. F. of L. are 
nominated and elected annuuaily by the 
convention. It is the most democratic 
plan that could be devised. The mem- 
bers of organized labor are satisfied 
with it. They know how their officers 
are chosen and how their affairs are 
administered. The attacks of the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers 
are an insult to the intelligence of our 
members. Such attacks have proved 
a boomerang, in that they have inten- 
sified the feeling of the delegates 
against the Manufacturers’ Association 
and resulted in more definite and ex- 
tensive defensive measures than 
would have been the case had the 
Manufacturers’ Association not made 
a slanderous, personal attack on the 
Federation officials just before and 
during the convention. 


The statement that the auditors 
were chosen by me from those who 
can be depended upon to cover up 
any improper transaction, is either 
the result of ignorance or malicious- 
ness. As a matter of fact I select each 
year three officers of three different 
organizations and these officers in 
turn select an auditor each. Natural- 
ly I can have no knowledge in advance 
of such selection. A few years ago 
a@ man was selected as an auditor 
whose business interests prompted 
him to be exceptionally critical. Sev- 


The President, 


eral other auditors have been ap- 
pointed who were at variance with 
me, and in every instance there has 
been a unanimous and uniform report 
as to the honesty and the faithful- 
ness of every financial transaction of 
the officers of the A. F. of L. 


I understand the present bitter- 
ness is because the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers finds its mem- 
bership and its contributions falling 
off 


xts present methods are bound to 
disgust upright and honorable busi- 
ness men quite as much as they do 
the wage workers. We have been 
thanked by upright and honorable 
business men and public-spirited cit- 
izens all over the country for pointing 
out the methods of the Manufacturers’ 
Association. 


This form of attack is not new. The 
British trade unions passed through 
just such an ordeal about 1872, and 
emerged stronger than ever. We ex- 
pect these attacks to continue for 
awhile. We shall meet them at every 
point. They will tend to keep our 
members united, loyal, and full of 
enthusiasm. 


The National Association of Manu- 
facturers’ constitutes a very small 
minority of even the small manufac- 
turers of the country, but we do not 
believe that even that small number 
will long lend themselves +o the con- 
temptible methods pursued by their 
leaders. 


But it is my purpose to present to 
you some further details regarding the 
work of our Federation, the difficul- 
ties which beset its progress, and the 
character and doings of the creature 
of the Manufacturers’ Association, 
Henry Rice. 


Honest and competent solicitors are 
the hardest people to secure,for any 
kind of a publication. It is a position 
that depends absolutely upon the in- 
dividual’s ability. To secure specially 
adapted solicitors for any particular 
line is still more difficult, and in the 
special line those familiar with the la- 
bor movement are extremely scarce. 
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But, while there are a number of 
competent solicitors who understand 
the labor field, to secure honest and 
reliable ones reduces the number very 
materially. As I have endeavored, as 
far as practical, to employ men not 
only who understood the labor move- 
ment, but who had been connected 
with the movement, you will readily 
realize that the number of solicitors 
are limited to about a dozen through- 
out the United States. It was, there- 
fore, found very difficult to secure the 
services of any competent canvassers 
to secure advertisements for the 
“American Federationist.”’ 


You will readily realize that the 
securing of advertisements for a 
monthly publication is based upon a 
purely business proposition as an ad- 
vertising medium. It is far more 
difficult to secure patronage and it 
takes considerably longer to close 
agreements with business firms for 
advertising space. 


After the Chicago convention, I 
employed Henry Rice to secure adver- 
tisements upon a commission basis for 
the “American Federationist.”. The 
results, however, were not satisfac- 
tory. Sometime later I secured the 
services of other solicitors, among 
them the present advertising manager 
of the “American Federationist.”’ 
This was in 1899. He agreed to secure 
for us a thousand dollars’ worth of ad- 
vertising a year. He had not long 
been in the field, when I received let- 
ters from him in which he declined to 
continue working on the same publi- 
cation with certain canvassers, stat- 
ing that some transactions had taken 
place which he considered dishonest, 
and that these might be laid to him 
instead of to the party who was secur- 
ing money contrary to my positive in- 
structions and for purposes other than 
advertising. I asked him to furnish 
me proof, and in letters from him 
under dates of June 8, 15 and 25, and 
November 27, 1899, he gave me specific 
cases where Henry Rice had received 
money from firms in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor and 
had kept the same for his own benefit 
and use. Among the cases mentioned 
were the following: 
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Rice had secured a check from the 
Capewell Horse Nail Company, Hart- 
ford, Conn., for $180.00, which he had 
cashed and retained the money. 


The Rand Drill Company, 100 
Broadway, New York City, gave check 
for $25.00, dated June 2d, 1899, upon 
the order of the American Federation 
of Labor, Henry Rice, agent, and 
same was cashed by Rice and retained. 


The United Gas Improvement Com- 


pany, of Philadelphia, gave check 
for $100.00. 

Also Browning, King & Co., New 
York City. 


I made an investigation as soon as 
it was possible for me to do so of 
the statments here made. In the 
meantime I also received charges 
against Rice from many other sources, 
among them one from Henry White, 
then secretary of the United Garment 
Workers of America. The evidence 
and other information sustained these 
and other charges against Mr. Rice as 
solicitor for the “American Federa- 
tionist.”’ Those firms from whom 
money was obtained had been inter- 
viewed regarding the prosecution of 
the said Rice, but as you are aware 
business houses are averse to lose time 
or to get the public notoriety in pres- 
ecuting cases of this character. The 
attempt to secure prosecution nat- 
urally aroused the enmity of Rice and 
we thought this would prevent him 
from doing any further swindling in 
the name of the A. F. of L., but in 
this we were mistaken. 


Since that time we have received 
numerous complaints from both so- 
licitors and business houses, of money 
being paid for advertisements which 
were agreed to be printed but which 
never apeared in the “American Fed- 
erationist,’’ also of donations being so- 
licited for the American Federation 
of Labor, and while these acts were 
committed by several different peo- 
ple, the majority of them were gen- 
erally traced to this man Rice. 


Every opportunity was taken ad- 
vantage of by him and those who 
afterwards became _ associated with 
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him to use the name of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and its pres- 
tige to secure money from business 
men. 


In the year 1901 Rice visited the 
city of Scranton and became acquaint- 
ed with some local labor men and 
made arrangements with them to buy 
the privilege of publishing ‘and issu- 
ing an official book for the Central 
Labor Union of that city. After 
arrangements were made, he _ pro- 
ceeded to New York and interested a 
publisher with whom he was form- 
erly associated, and the two pre- 
ceeded to Scranton and made an 
agreement to publish and issue a sou- 
venir publication for the Central La- 
bor Union of Scranton. But instead 
of issuing and publishing a souvenir 
for that body, they arranged a pro- 
spectus for the souvenir, not for the 
Central Labor Union of Scranton, but 
for the convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, as this conven- 
tion was to be held in the city of Scran- 
ton in December of that year. The 
prospectus read: “Convention Sou- 
venir, American Federation of Labor,” 
and on the cover was a reproduction 
of our eight hour badge, used as a 
seal. On the title page was ‘“Con- 
vention Souvenir of the American 
Federation of Labor, issued for the 
Twenty-first Annual Convention, 
1901.” 


The photographs of the members of 
our Executive Council, including my- 
self, were used in the _ yprospectus. 
The official letter-head of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor was coun- 
terfeited; the names of all of the ex- 
ecutive officers of the A. F. of L. were 
printed thereon and a credential was 
written on this fraudulent official let- 
ter-head requesting advertisements to 
be published in the alleged official 
souvenir of the then forth-coming 
convention of the American Federat- 
ion of Labor. Advertisements and do- 
nations were solicited in the name of 
the American Federation of Labor 
throughout the United States by Rice 
and others. Those matters were 
brought to my attention on Novem- 
ber 26, 1901. I mailed a circular letter 
to a very large number of business 


men. In that circular I called at- 
tention to the fraudulent or unau- 
thorized publications assumed to be 
issued in the name: of the American 
Federation of Labor. This course 
was pursued in order to protect the 
good name and interest of our Fed- 
eration as well as to protect the busi- 
ness public. 


As a result of this circular I re- 
ceived numerous letters from firms 
throughout the United States, inform- 
ing me that donations, subscriptions, 
book-orders and advertisements had 
been solicited upon the claim that the 
funds were to go into the treasury 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and that the names of Secretary 
Morrison and myself had been used 
in those solicitations. The result 
of the circular was that several firms 
refused to pay for the advertisements 
the contracts for which were obtained 
under false pretenses. Several of 
these firms sent to us duplicates of 
the contracts which they had issued, 
as well as stating that tne soticita- 
tion was for the American Federation 
of Labor. The blank contracts stat- 
ed that this souvenir was for the 
“Twenty-first Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor.”’ 


The very forgeries of the names 
of Secretary Morrison, members of 
the Executive Council and myself, the 
counterfeit letterheads with our 
names forged or fraudulently repro- 
duced for the purpose of swindling 
business men, is now being used by 
the National Association of Manufac- 
turers, to whom evidently Rice gave 
the copies, as reflecting upon our 
conduct. Through his own villiany 
he now has hoodwinked the willing 
manufacturers,who gladly would jump 
at anything to try to destroy the char- 
acters of the men in the labor move- 
ment, into the belief that it reflects 
upon us. 


This vircular also resuited in a 
quarrel between Rice and the pro- 
moter through which it wa’ discov- 
ered that Rice had been swindling 
the promoter also. He secured a 
check for $50.00 from Kimbach & 
Weichel, of Scranton, endorsed and 
cashed the same and _ retained the 
money obtained thereon. From that 
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on he started on to secure all the 
money he could before the promoter 
had an opportunity to collect. 


When our convention took place 
in Scranton, Pa., in 1901, a souvenir 
book which had the appearance in 
every way of being a book published 
by the American Federation of La- 
bor was distributed at the convention 
as an official souvenir of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. I laid this 
and all evidence secured together with 
the prospectus, credentials, contracts, 
receipts, letters of firms, as well as 
canceled checks made out to the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, before the 
Executive Council in the city of 
Scranton, and I recommended that 
action be taken to prevent this man 
Rice and his promoter and others of 
his kind from swindling people in the 
name of the American Federation of 
Labor. You will find the result of 
this in the official proceedings of the 
Scranton Convention, adopted on De- 
cember 14, 1901, on the recommen- 
dation of the Committee on Execu- 
tive Council’s report, under the head 
of ‘Deceptive \ Publications,” a de- 
nunciation of this souvenir and those 
connected with it; also a clause pro- 
hibiting central labor unions from is- 
suing or publishing any souvenir pub- 
lication for any convention of the 
American Federation of Labor or for 
any other purpose, if the convention 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor is held in the said city the year 
of said issue. These resolutions were 
endorsed by the committee and un- 
animously adopted by the convention, 
and for years a warning containing 
these resolutions has been published 
in the “American Federationist’”’ with 
every issue. 


After the convention adjourned 
Rice secured a number of the books 
which had been printed and distribut- 
ed at the Scranton Convention, and 
on his own account secured adver- 
tisements from a number of firms 
from whom he could not get the ad- 
vance payments, had them printed in 
a couple of pages and inserted them 
in the book and collected the money 
and checks in the name of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. Among 
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the firms thus fleeced were: 


Fleischman Bakery Company, New 
York. 


Ebling Brewing Company, 
York. 


Eckhart Brothers of Bridgeport. 
Central Park Brewing Company of 
New York. 


Rockford Bread Co., of New York. 


New 


Lewis Nixon, leader of - Tammany 
Hall. 
Ivan, Frank & Company, of New 
York. 


Blickensderfer Typewriter Company, 
Stamford, Conn. 


I have in my possession the receipts 
signed by Rice, which are subject to 
your scrutiny and disposition. Henry 
Rice later secured further contracts 
for advertisements in the souvenir 
book already published, later inserted 
additional pages of advertisements in 
the souvenir. The names of the firms 


which were thus swindled are as fol- 
lows: 


Ohio Ceramic Engineering Co., 
No. 56 Fall street, Cleveland, 
Ohio 

Norcross Co., Feb., 1902, Cleve- 
land, O 3 

City Foundry Co., Feb. 14, 1902, 


i a 2 i iy er - 36 
Born Steel Range Co., Jan. 6, 
3002, Cleveland, O << cesses can 
Kilby Mfg. Co., Lake and Kirt- 
land streets, Jan. 13, 1902, 
CHOVOIORE, 0 oicccsicense wei an 
Garrett Cromwell Engineering 


Co., Jan. 7, 1902, Cleveland, O 30 


S. Buhrer, No. 68 Medwin street, 
Jan. 17, 1902, Cleveland, O.... 15 


Chisholm & Moore Mfg. Co., Lake 


and Kirtland streets, Jan. 8, 
BN A risdvcas 4s VS Doheny sien 6in 30 
Webster, Camp & Lane Co., Ak- 
ron, ©, dan. 8; BOOB sic ceics 25 
Dayton Malleable Iron Co., Day- 
ton, O., dan. 7, T9OB. cceccees 1S 
John Charles & Co., Pittsburg, 
Pa, Tan.. 14, 2908 ...ccceccers 
Stoddard Mfg. Co., Dayton, O., 
Feb. 8, 1902 ..cccccccccccces 0 
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Mead Paper Co., Dayton, O., Jan. 


Sas BOOE ee ccaccetne beheeses 15 
Curtice Bros. Co., Rochester, N. 

Vy Feame'ad, BOOB ce Gee UG. 30 
Goodell Pratt Co., Greenfield, 

Maae,,, :FaANs 235; 1903 «0 « sino w06 50 


Aultman, Miller & Co., Akron, O 60 
Owen Machine Tool Co., Spring- 


ROM ll Ses A YO Ae. 60 
Akron Foundry Co., Akron, O!.. 30 
National Cash Register Co., Day- 

$OR, (Obs was soon alelencalsld ok 100 


I have in my possession all of the 
eanceled checks which were used in 
the payment of the above, the en- 
velopes in which they were mailed as 
well as letters and documents from 
the firms which paid those checks. 


I have the incriminating letters of 
Rice and a labor man of Pennsyl- 
vania whom he duped in fraudulently 
issuing a fake souvenir for the Penn- 
sylvania State Federation of Labor. 
They’ are here for your in- 
spection. During the time that 
Rice was prosecuting the work of 
getting out the publication for the 
Pennsylvania State Federation of La- 
bor that had not yet been formed, 
he immediately started in to swindle 
his new partner, and about the be- 
ginning of April forged the name of 
Matthew Quay, Senator of Pennsyl- 
vania, to a contract of $200.00, sent 
the same to his (Rice’s) partner and 
obtained his commission thereon 
When an advance copy of the book 
was issued then it wis a struggle be- 
tween the said Rice and the party to 
whom the contracts were to be paid, 
naming his partner who paid the com- 
mission thereon, as to who would 
get the money due on the contracts. 
It is sufficient to say that Rice, being 
an expert in that line, carried off most 
of the money. Not only that, he left 
a bill due for the printing of the book 
out of which he swindled the Tribune 
Publishing Company, of Scranton, to 
the amount of $185.00. The bill is 
now in my possession and is dated 
May 1, 1902. The bill had never been 
paid by Rice, but had to be made 
good through the new organization. 


I might say another word in re- 
gard to this man before I reach the 
other paragraph, and that is that he 
had the ability to swindle me, and it 
is not difficult, perhaps, to do that, 
because those who know me know 
I have not a very great turn of mind 
toward financial affairs and the ad- 
ministration of financial affairs. But 
I want you to know this. At the con- 
vention in Denver in 1894, Mr. Johr 
McBride was elected president, and 
my term expired immediately. Be- 
fore going to Denver, Henry Rice told 
me he had a great venture in his new 
publishing operations; that he was 
going to be good and honest and 
straightforward, and wanted to hav: 
an opportunity to have a new start, 
and he wheedled out of me every 
dollar I owned in the world, the 
scrapings and hoardings of my wife 
for years. I turned it over to him in 
the hope of helping him, and when I 
came back from the Denver conven- 
tion to my home in New York, Rice 
in the meantime having engaged Herr 
Johann Most as a play actor to star 
in a play called “Die Weber” (The 
Weavers), and organized a company, 
He lost every dollar of his own and 
the few pennies I had. So far as I 
am concerned I did not know he was 
going to invest in such a darn fool 
transaction, or at least I might have 
been on to that trick. 


In this entire matter it is suf- 
ficient to say that to prevent further 
imposition upon and swimdling in the 
name of the different State Federa- 
tions throughout the country by either 
Rice or others of his kind, I wrote to 
the secretaries of the different State 
Federations throughout the United 
States warning them of Rice and his 
iik. 


At the following conventions of the 
State Federation of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, in March, 1903, this whole 
matter was investigated by a com- 
mittee of said organizatien, basing 
their investigation upon a letter from 
me to them, calling a*tention to the 
swindling that was being conducted 
by the use of the name of the different 
labor organizations, and asking them 
to lend their aid to prevent its recu: 
rence. The convention adopted reso- 








258 REPORT OF 


lutions, exposing the fraud, in which 
Mr. Henry Rice figured, and prohibit- 
ing the use of the name of the State 
Federation from being used for the 
publishing or issuing of any souvenirs. 


Realizing how difficult it would be 
to get business men to prosecute Rice 
or the different promoters with whom 
he was connected, and desiring to se- 
cure competent testimony of the con- 
spiracy upon which the American 
Federation of Labor as such could be- 
gin prosecution, attorneys were con- 
sulted, who advised that inasmuch as 
all of the original swindlers in this 
case, as well as other cases, were quar- 
reling among themselves, it would be 
wisest to secure information from the 
various sources possible and use one 
against the other. This resulted in 
securing the letters, documents, re- 
ceipts and forged checks, which I have 
mentioned. 


While this was in progress, Henry 
Rice was employed as a solicitor for 
the Ohio Federation of Labor publica- 
tion. He secured checks from the fol- 
lowing firms and forged the name of 
the Ohio Federation of Labor, cashed 
the checks and retained the money for 
his own use: 


Altman Publishing Co., 
ae re 


Christy Knife Co., Fremont, O.. 15 


George W. Harding, Lieut.-Gov. 
Se ch ba oh eee Ke kek 40 


Star Iron Works, Lima, O.... 10 


Norris, Christian Lime and Stone 
SPAT. 5-5. wre >. na ataewinere £66 > 25 
Diestil Wemer, Lima, O ........ 40 


The Gem Shirt Co., Dayton, v.. 25 


The Dayton Specialty Co., 
PO SP. Sectenns eee ¥es ewan . a 


Buckeye Varnish Co., Toledo, O.. 15 
The World Co., Newark, O.... 25 
The Hampton Watch Co ..:... 25 


This evidence is also at your dispo- 
sition. Since 1904, warrants have been 
out, issued by the authorities in Ohio 
for Rice for these crimes. Up to date 
they have been unable to serve the 
same upon Rice. 


About this time Rice was also sell- 
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ing whiskey for a firm called the Firth 
Company, 252 Pearl Street, New York 
City. Mr. Firth, who was employed 
by the Trow Directory at 11th street 
and: 3d avenue, was personally ac- 
quainted with Rice, who induced him 
while conducting ‘his work in the 
printing shop of Trow’s Directory to 
invest in whiskey, and pack it in a 
union box and place the union label 
thereon and call it a union whiskey. 
The same was named ’’The Right La- 
bel Whiskey.” Mr. Firth invested his 


savings in this new enterprise, and 
Rice became its salesman. Many 
eases of this whiskey was sold. Rice 


collected for the same, retained the 
money and put the Firth Company 
out of business, 


After ruining the Firth Company, 
Rice went to work for the Hamburger 
Company, 86 Michigan avenue, Chi- 
cago, Ill., and I desire here to quote 
from a letter of that company regard- 
ing Rice, under date of April 24, 1905: 


“We took this opportunity to tell 
you that your report of Mr. Henry 
Rice is absolutely correct, only you 
did not say enough about him. This 
man absconded owing us quite a little 
money, and if you have heard of his 
whereabouts, you will confer a favor 
by advising us promptly.” 


The Hamburger Company was ad- 
vised to secure a warrant for Rice, 
and under date of May 5, 1905, wrote 
as follows: 


‘““In reference to Henry Rice, we at 
once took the matter up with our at- 
torneys. We believe we shall follow 
the course indicated in your letter 
and have him indicted by the Grand 
Jury of this county.” 


There are two States from which 
Rice steers clear. 


The Pennsylvania Federation of La- 
bor at its second meeting insisted that 
no further souvenirs should be pub- 
lished in its name, but Rice still con- 
tinued to collect money in the name of 
the Pennsylvania State Federation of 
Labor, even as late as January, 1904. 
In that year he fraudulently collected 
$50.00 from Mr. Simon of the Simon 
Silk Company, of Easton, Pa. The 
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officers of the Pennsylvania State Fed- 
eration of Labor on or about May 7, 
1904, sent a circular to all business 
people they could reach in Pennsyl- 
vania, warning them against Rice, 
and also stating that they did not au- 
thorize the use of their name for any 
books or publications of any charac- 
ter, or authorized anyboay to solicit 
subscriptions or donations in their 
name, 


A number of further swindles of 
this character could be enumerated, 
but it is unnecessary to go further. 
Sufficient to say, that as late as this 
fall he has swindled a number of bus- 
iness people in the name of the Cen- 
tral Federated Union of New York, 
one of them being the Brooklyn 
Eagle, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


From time to time, my colleagues of . 


the Executive Council, our organizers 
and I lent whatever aid we could to 
the prosecution of frauds who secured 
money whether in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor or 
that of any other labor organization. 
We succeeded in sending several 
swindlers to jail, among them: 


George Martin, 
Richard Cooney, 
George Mackey, 
James Donnelly. 


There is at our instance at the pre- 
sent time a man by the name of 
Reilly, in New York City under arrest, 
awaiting trial for the fradulent use 
of the name of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. ; 


I have found by experience that the 
great difficulty in obtaining the con- 
viction of swindlers is that business 
men too often refuse to give us their 
co-operation and support, even to act 
as witnesses, much less to appear as 
complainants. 


Now I want to call your attention 
to the fact that upon the testimony of 
a creature such as Rice, of whose 
record I have given you but just a 
faint outline rather than the actual 
full facts of his rascality, the char- 
acter of the men in the labor move- 
ment is sought to be destroyed. 


Let me call your attention to how 
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careful I have tried to be in the af- 
fairs of our Federation. 

Of course it is necessary to issue 
credentials to the man selected to so- 
licit advertisements from _ business 
men. In the credential is invariably 
stated that an interview is requested 
for the solicitor in which the merits 
of the American Federationist may 
be set forth as an advertising medium. 
I have a blank copy of one of these 
credentials in my hand. From it 
I quote the following: “Agents are 
not authorized or allowed to ac- 
cept payments of any kind. All 
contracts should be upon the official 
blanks of the American Federation 
of Labor. All payments should be 
made by check to the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor 
and mailed to this (Washington) of- 
fice direct.” And it further says: 
“No donations of any character are 
accepted.” The credential is always 
signed by Frank Morrison as Secre- 
tary and myself as President of the 
American Federation, of Labor and 
the seal of the American Federation 
of Labor attached. The contract 
for advertising in its printed form is 
as follows: 


Office of 
THE AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, 
423-425 G Street, N. W., Washington. 


By C. 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, Editor. 

——1907. Please insert———— 
advertisement in the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST (official organ, 
American Federation of Labor), to 
occupy the space of. for 
for which agree to pay the sum 
of————-DOLLARS, payable monthly 
after the first insertion. Remarks— 
Name -———Address —————— 
Make all Remittances to FRANK 
MORRISON, Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, 423-425 G 
Street N. W., Washington, D. C., who 
is the only one authorized to receive 
payment on this Contract. 

No verbal or Special Agreement 
Recognized Unless Expressed Herein. 

Unless Copy for Advertisement is 
Furnished when Requested, Authority 
is Given to Insert Business Card. 

I present this document to you to 
show that any solicitation for adver- 
tisements must be upon the merits of 
the “American Federationist” as an 
advertising medium. 

At this time it may also be appro- 
priate to say that the instruction to 
our advertising manager has been 
that no other publication bona fide in 
character, whether of an international 














260 


union or a central body in any city 
or town, must be referred to except 
with respect, no matter what its po- 
sition or its attitude. I know that 
that has been religiously followed. 


And now what follows records the 
story of the deepest degration and ma- 
liciousness on the part of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 


I went to New York on October 26, 
to have a conference with Vice-Pres- 
idents Duncan and Huber for the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
Messrs. Kirby, Hannahan and Spencer 
for the Structual Building Trades Al- 
liance. On my return to Washing- 
ton, October 29th, I called into my 
office Secretary Morrison and dictated 
the following to a stenographer: 


About a month ago, September 28th, 
when I was leaving the Victoria Hotel, 
27th St. and Broadway, 27th Street 
exixt, New York, a man accosted me: 
“Hello, Mr. Gompers.”’ I said, ‘‘Hello.’’ 
We shook hands. He said: ‘You re- 
member me; I was a newspaper man 
and met you on the platform at the 
immigration conference last year. My 
name is Brandenburg.” 


I told him I was sure I had seen 
him somewhere but could not locate 
him, and was. pleased to see him 
again. He said: 

“Mr. Gompers, I am now in the em- 
ploy of the National Association of 
Manufacturers in their campaign 
against labor, and I am against you, 
but I have known you an& known 
you favorably and like you, and I 
think you ought to get together with 
Mr. Van Cleave and come to a better 
understanding as to your contentions, 
and I am in a position to help.” 


I answered that our position to- 
ward the National Association oof 
Manufacturers was defensive; that I 
did not aim to attack the organiza- 
tion as such or Mr. Van Cleave as its 
president, but I was not going to per- 
mit him to make all sorts of attacks 
upon the labor movement without re- 
senting them; that after all what our 
movement aimed to achieve was a 
better understanding with employ- 
ers whether as individuals or asso- 
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ciations, and, therefore, I was favor- 
able to a conciliatory policy. 


He said he thought an interview 
between Mr. Van Cleave and myself 
could be arranged some time. He 
said, however, that it would neces- 
sarily. have to be- between Mr. Van 
Cleave and myself alone. I said that 
we could discuss that matter som: 
other time. 


About seven o’clock that same even- 
ing I returned to the hotel to get som« 
baggage when the porter in charge 
of the coatroom handed me a note 
with the remark that the gentleman 
said he should hand it to me as soon 
as I got in and that he was waiting 
for me in his room. 


Opening the note I found it to be 
an unsigned request that he desired 
to see me upon a matter of import- 
ance and immediately in his room. 1 
had already made other important en- 
gagements and consequently could not 
go to see him. 


On September 30th I _ received 
another unsigned note from Mr. 
Brandenburg from New York, in which 
he referred to the uncompleted conver- 
sation with me, that he was passing 
through Washington, and requested 
me to go to Edgfield, S. C., where he, 
Brandenburg, would go and expect 
my arrival within the next ten days. 
adding that there was nothing I could 
possibly do which “could have a more 
satisfactory result for all concerned.” 


On the same day, September 30th. 
I wrote him a letter saying that I 
would not hesitate to go to Edgfield 
but my duties would not permit. I 
asked him whether it would not be 
possible for him to come here on his 
return trip to New York. 


On Monday, October 14, I received 
a telegram dated October 12, from 
Salisbury, N. C., from Mr. Branden- 
burg saying that he would arrive in 
Washington Sunday morning and leave 
on the Pennsylvania road Pullman 
car Caliph. Inasmuch as the tele- 
gram reached me too late, I was un- 
able to meet him. On Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 15, I wrote him stating these 
facts. I also wrote him that I would 
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be at the Victoria Hotel, New York, 
October 26th, and that we might have 
an interview some time during that 
day or evening. 


He wrote me a note dated October 
17th, received October 19th, express- 
ing his regret that he missed me as 
“matters are most critical,’”’ urging me 
to see him “this Saturday” (October 
i9§th) instead of October 26th. 


I replied to him that it was impos- 
sible as I had a number of confer- 
ences to attend in Chicago, that I 
would leave there on the 25th, reach- 
ing New York on the 26th. 


On arrival at the Victoria Hotel, 
October 26th, I was handed a note 
from Mr. Brandenburg in which he 
said he had been to the hotel and 
left a note requesting me to call him 


up by telephone at his home, 71 Irv- ~ 


ing Place, telephone 1978 Grammer- 
Cy. 
Together with Mr. James Duncan 
and Mr. Wm. D. Huber, Vice-Presi- 
dents of the A. F. of L., I had an en- 
gagement to meet in conferrence with 
the representatives of the Structural 
Building Trades Alliance, Messrs. 
Kirby, Hannahan and Spencer, on the 
In preliminary 
conference with Mr. Duncan and Mr. 
Huber I called their attenuon to all 
of the foregoing in detail and asked 
their advice before I proceeded far- 
ther. They urged me to have a con- 
ference with Mr. Brandenburg, ex- 
pressing the judgment that Mr. 
Brandenburg intended to give a piece 
of important news regarding the op- 
erations of the National Association 
of Manufacturers. Adjourning for 
lunch, I determined to postpone tele- 
phoning to Mr. Brandenburg at the 
address he gave, until the conference 
which primarily brought my _  col- 
leagues and myself to New York was 
concluded. Between that time, how- 
ever, another note was left in the of- 
fice of the Victoria Hotel for me say- 
ing that he, Brandenburg, would phone 
again at either five, six or seven, 
o'clock. About 5:30 while the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were in the room, 
Messrs. Duncan, Huber, Kirby, Spen- 
cer and Hannahan, the telephone in 
the room rang and Mr. Kirby, who 


went to the phone told me that a 
gentleman named Brandenburg desir- 
ed to speak to me, I told Mr. Kirby 
that inasmuch as we were so busily 
engaged and I had said I did not want 
to be interrupted by the telephone he> 
would better advise Mr. Brandenburg 
that I was expected to be free to 
talk in about half an hour. 


I believe Mr. Kirby is in the hall. 
Is that statement correct? 


Mr. Kirby—tThat is true, Mr. Gom- 
pers. 


About half an hour later he did call 
me up over the phone and I spoke to 
him. We arranged for him to meet 
me at the hotel in the lobby at 6:30 
that evening. His persistent repe- 
tition that he wanted to see me alone 
rather aroused-my suspicions so I at 
least made up my mind that others, if 
possible, should see him when he 
called and note his coming, his going 
and his manner. So I waited in the 
lobby of the hotel. With me were Mr. 
Duncan and Mr. Huber. The time 
passed for his arrival and I called him 
up by telephone. I was informed 
by a lady who said she was Mrs. 
Brandenburg that he was on his way 
and would be at the hotel to see me 
in a few minutes. 


I returned to the group of gentle- 
men I have named in the lobby with 
me, and’ stood with my back turned 
to the clerk’s desk so that anybody 
who would come in to accost me would 
have to do so with my back turned 
toward him, and in full view of those 
with whom I was conversing. While 
in that position Mr. Brandenburg 
tapped me on the_ shoulder. We 
greeted each other and he excused 
himself for a few minutes because he 
said he wanted to telephone about a 
matter. He returned in about ten 
minutes and I introduced him to Mr. 
Duncan, Mr. Huber, and_e several 
others. When I introduced him te 
Mr. Duncan, he turned to Rim and 
said: “Are you James Duncan?” 
Mr. Duncan answered in the affirma- 
tive. I »xcused myself to the gentle- 
men, and Mr. Brandenburg and I went 
to my room, Number 310. I asked 
him to take a seat. He said that he 
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preferred to talk to me while he was 
walking the room, and asked me to 
be seated. He began to talk with the 
most pained expression upon his face. 
His features were drawn. I repeat 
as near as I can recollect his remarks 
and what few words I uttered dur- 
ing the interview. You will bear in 
mind that this was dictated two days 
after the transaction; it was not 
done today. I am sure, however, that 
@ mere recital of it can convey but 
little of the full purport of his state- 
ment. However, it is as nearly ac- 
curate as my memory favors me. He 
said: 


“The purpose of my coming to see 
you is of the utmost importance to 
us. I am in charge of a certain bu- 
reau of a department organized for 
the National Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion. The purpose of it is to expose 
the immorality and the dishonesty of 
the leaders in the labor movement and 
to make it public. We have gone into 
the records of every prominent man 
in the American Federation of Labor, 
and we have affidavits of a number of 
men, executive officers of national 
unions who implicate you and others, 
showing the immoral lives you and 
they have lived. All this is gathered 
and most of it in sworn statements. 


“The time that you were 11! at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in 1895, the nature 
of your illness, is known, and it was 
reported to us that you had, expect- 
ing to die, made a statement, being 
a sort of a confession. My object in 
coming to you is to say that I want 
to save you. I want you to make a 
statement, something that would ap- 
pear as if you had written it at that 
time, which would in no way cast 
any blame upon yourself, but would 
show a spirit of broad kindliness to 
others whom you desired to save, a 
sort of a “‘Thanatopsis.’ ” 


He handed me a paper that he had 
prepared. I read it twice, and realiz- 
ing that he endeavored to impress 
upon my mind his knowledge of my 
supposed guilt, it was with the great- 
est mental concentration that I was 
able to contain myself. However, for 
the purpose of disarming any sus- 
picion on his part that I resented his 
statement and for the purpose of hav- 
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ing him go on further, I said: ‘Well, 
I do not pretend to have been an 
angel.”’ 

I made this statement for its lit- 
eral truth, he evidently accepting it 
as a part acquiescence in his insinu- 
ations. He then proceeded: 


“As I say, I want to save you and 
while I do not want to express in spe- 
cific financial terms what the National 
Association of Manufacturers is will- 
ing to do, yet I can guarantee that you 
will be financially safe for the bal- 
ance of your life. All that you need 
to do is to give us the information 
which we want of the other men, and 
to give us the workings of the inner 
circle of your Council and the gen- 
eral labor movement. 


“We do not want you to get out of 
the presidency of the Federation at 
the forthcoming convention, for the 
Manufacturers’ Association does not 
like Duncan any more than they do 
you. They realize that if you were 
to get out now it would mean that 
he would be your successor; but in 
a month or two after your re-election 
at Norfolk, you can get out, and the 
publication of all of these matters in 
regard to the active men in the labor 
movement would destroy them, and 
they would have to get some nobody 
to be president, and then there would 
be little Federation left.” 


The fact that there was really no 
inner circle, and that I had no infor- 
mation of any immoral or dishonest 
act on the part of the labor men of 
the labor movement, had nothing to 
do with my frame of mind; but I 
take it that my state of feelings and 
frame of mind can be better imagined 
than I can attempt to describe it. 


At about this time Mr. Duncan, who 
was in the lobby of the hotel with the 
other gentlemen named, became im- 
patient, and inasmuch as neither of us 
had partaken of any food since early 
in the day, he called me up over the 
*phone from the lobby to my room and 
asked me whether I was coming down 
because he and the other friends 
wanted to go to supper. I told him I 
would be down in five minutes. Dur- 
ing these five minutes there was little 
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said further than the desire I ex- 
pressed that I might be permitted 
to keep the typewritten document so 
that I could look it over; that I 
wanted to think the matter over and 
perhaps it would be better to have 
another interview. This was arranged 
to take place at 10:30 Sunday morn- 
ing, October 27th, in my room at the 
Victoria Hotel. 


When I met Mr. Duncan and Mr. 
Huber and one or two others in the 
lobby of the hotel, they expressed 
their surprise of how near I appeared 
to a nervous collapse. 


I took out the typewritten docu- 
ment which Brandenburg had given me 
and without showing its face to him, I 
asked Mr. Duncan to put his initials 
on it with the date as a means of iden- 
tification. He did so. I handed him 
my key and asked him to go at once 
to my room and gather up all of the 
papers that were on the dressing case 
and take them to his room. I was 
apprehensive. Mr. Duncan did so. 


We then went to a nearby restau- 
rant where they had dinner, but I 
could not eat with them. We took a 
walk up Broadway and returned to 
the hotel, when Mr. Duncan and Mr. 
Huber returned with me to my room 
so that I could recount to them what 
had transpired at the interview. The 
drawer of the table in my room was 
open. Mr. Duncan with an exclama- 
tion, said: ‘“‘Sam, somebody has been 
in your room since I took those papers 
away. I went through that drawer 
thinking there might be some papers 
you had forgotten in there, but I 
closed it. Of that I am positive.” 


It was then agreed that I should 
pursue the same course in the next in- 
terview with Brandenburg, and to en- 
deavor to find out the absolute ac- 
curacy as to whether he was author- 
ized to act by Mr. Van Cleave of the 
Nationa] Association of Manufactur- 
ers. 4 
The following morning, Mr. Huber 
asked one of the chambermaids doing 
duty in the hotel whether anybody 
had been into the room after we left. 
She answered in the affirmative, say- 
ing that the man in the brown suit 


of clothes and wearing glasses had 
been in my room. 


On the following morning, Sunday, 
October 27th, Mr. Brandenburg met 
me in the lobby of the hotel. We 
went to my room. The promise of im- 
munity from exposure and a guar- 
antee of my financial future were re- 
peated. Mr. Brandenburg stated that 
if I did not care to comply and sign 
the typewritten document he had pre- 
pared, that I might write something 
on a sheet of paper which would show 
age as having been written by me 
some twelve years ago in Little Rock 
that would be practically a nothing. 
that he was sent to Little Rock to 
obtain a paper which was supposed to 
be in existence, but that in his inves- 
tigation he found simply a memoran- 
dum in the papers of a lawyer who 
had since died which were meaning- 
less and having no connection with 
me; that this was of no use, and that 
he wanted this statement purporting 
to have been written by me at the 
time which he could show to Mr. Van 
Cleave and others, that there was no 
foundation for the statement, and that 
this was in line of his policy to safe- 
guard me. 


T evaded the subject for a time with 
the statement that 1 realized the im- 
portance of the matter he had pre- 
sented to me, but that I did not feel 
like giving a definite answer there and 
then; that after all, I had only a 
passing acquaintance with him, Bran- 
denburg, and that while I had no 
doubt that he had authority to act, 
yet I would want to have more direct 
assurance. He answered: 


“Do you mean that you want to see 
Mr. Van Cleave personally and get the 
assurance from him?” 


I answered that I thought that was 
about the only way that I would feel 
warranted to act. ‘ 


He answered that Mr. Van Cleave 
might suspect that this was a trap. 
For the purpose of allaying that sus- 
picion, I answered: “So might I re- 
gard your proposition to me.” He 
said: 


“You know that I want to help 
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you. The opposition is against you 
particularly and against all others ac- 
tive in the labor movement, but I am 
desirous of saving you and having 
your service for us.” 


I quietly but firmly insisted upon 
an interview with Mr. Van Cleave as 
the only thing upon which I might 
give the matter further consideration. 
That I did not protest against his 
insinuations and propositions, he 
seemed to have accepted as my ac- 
quiescence and which evidently al- 
layed his suspicions. 


He said that he thought that Mr. 
Van Cleave was in New York City; 
that it was Sunday and it was difficult 
to get into communication with men 
who could let him know where to lo- 
cate him, Mr. Van Cleave, but that he 
would advise me later; that if I 
could stay over in New York until 
Monday such an interview might be 
brought about, but he would let me 
know later in the day. We then 
parted. 


I immediately repeated the conver- 
sation with Mr. Brandenburg to Mr. 
Duncan and Mr. Huber. About two 
hours later Mr. Brandenburg called 
upon me at the hotel, and because 
there were others, Mr. Duncan and 
Mr. Huber, in another room, adjacent 
to mine, he asked me over the ’phone 
from the lobby in the hotel to my 
room that I meet him in Room 318, 
on the same floor with my room. I 
was apprehensive for a moment, but 
concluded to go. However, I told 
Messrs. Duncan and Huber that I was 
going to that room, 


I, went to Room 318 and found Mr. 
Brandenburg there, and he told mé 
that it was difficult to get the men 
over the phone, but that there were 
editors of some newspapers and maga- 
zines in New York, the. New York 


Times, the New York Sun, McClure’s- 


and Everybogy’s and presidents of 
banks whose names he gave, but which 
I’ can not now recall, whom I could 
meet on the following day. I declined 
any and all of them unless I could 
meet Mr. Van Cleave himself, to verify 
his (Brandenbursg’s) statement, I 
should not consider the matter fur- 
ther. 


PROCEEDINGS 

He said: “Well, I will arrange that 
Mr. Van Cleave will meet you in 
Washington.”’ 


In his effort to convince me that he 
was'‘an authorized agent and repre- 
sentative of the National Association 
of Manufacturers he showed me 
vouchers and warants and receipts for 
money paid to him as its agent. The 
warrants and vouchers and receipts 
were in printed forms of the Century 
Syndicate, No. 1 W. 34th Street, New 
York City, also printed thereon that 
it was a bureau or department of the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
ers. 


Mr. Brandenburg was very insistent 
that I should let him have a written 
statement, as I have already stated. 
He said that unless he had it by the 
following day, Monday, it would be of 
no use to him. I told him that I could 
not then make him a promise to do 
so, but if I made up my mind to do 
so I would call him up over the phone 
at his home, 71 Irving Place, telephone 
1978 Grammercy, and tell him. I did 
not call him up; I did not write it. 


I immediately went to my room and 
there related to Mr. Duncan and Mr. 
Huber every detail of the statements 
made in the conference with Mr. Bran- 
denburg. 


Suspecting that Brandenburg might 
have given me a false address, one of 
our friends to whom I told the results 
of the interview of Brandenburg with 
me suggested that when he (Branden- 
burg) left the hotel he ought to be 
watched as‘to where he went. I asked 
two friends, George Murray and 
Thomas Guerin, of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, who 
were calling upon Mr. Huber, Presi- 
dent of that organization, to follow 
Brandenburg wherever he might go. 
Mr. Guerin is a delegate to this Con- 
vention. They did so. He pursued a 
zigzag course and was seen to enter 
71 Irving Place. 


Is that true, Brother Guerin? 
Delegate Guerin—It is. 


I had an investigation made and 
found that Brandenburg did not reg- 
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ister for election as having lived at 
71 Irving Place. 


The publication of the scurrilous 
ind malicious attack in the National 
Association of Manufacturers’ organ, 
the American Industries, followed a 
few days later, and it made it quite 
clearly apparent to me that the pur- 
pose Brandenburg had to secure from 
me some written statement was for 
its publication as a sort of recantation 
or confession in connection therewith. 
It is quite evident that it was for that 
reason that he stated that unless he 
had that letter from me by Monday 
morning it would be of no use to 
fim. 


The paper Brandenburg asked me to 
sign has never left my possession. 
It is as follows: 


“So by devious ways I have come 


in view of the end of the period. Not 
lar away is the final cessation of 
something mortal, that I know, but 
that mystery of the suspension of other 
things immortal must yet be made 
clear. Soon I shall stand where I shall 
see with unblinded eyes, and to that 
point must come every one no matter 
by what path, and the realization of 
that fact palliates the bitterness with 
which I could contemplate my own 
course, were it not true. 


“For I have struggled with the phum- 
blest on a plane of equality, and I have 
walked and talked with the mighty 
ones of the earth and have lent them 
my power. The poor cigarmaker’s ap- 
prentice has lived to become the-mas- 
ter of a million minds, and lived a lit- 
tle longer be what he is today, not 
even a master of himself. 


“There is nothing of the whine in 
this. Emptied, broken as I am, I have 
nothing to ask. Nothing I might 
achieve would matter in a little while, 
and this what I write is after all noth- 
ing more than my retrospective 
thoughts expressed through the accus- 
tomed medium of my pen. Wisdom is 
cumulative and out of my abundance 
I might endow posterity. Vengeance 
by the law of conpensation overreaches 
the grave, and I might undo more men 
a score of times than will regret my 
passing. Justice is exquisitely elusive. 


and I might with a truth told here and 
there palliate many a grave miscar- 
riage. But why? Why should I, hav- 
ing driven on to my own aims leave 
my now disabled chariot to retrace 
the hippodrome? 


“Each man in his way, be it great 
or small, exists in an attitude toward 
the world at large, in a second attitude 
toward his immediate associates, and 
in a third and almost invariably dif- 
ferent, very different, attitude before 
his own inner consciousness. Stripped 
of the sophistry that served as a men- 
tal lubricant when in activity, I stand 
at halt contemplating my own ego. 


“T see lust of power that has tri- 
umphed again and again.” 


And there it abruptly stopped. 


You will observe on the margin 
of the original typewritten docu- 
ment Brandenburg wanted me to 
sign, the initials of James Duncan and 
the date, each written by his own hand, 
and which I asked him to do immedi- 
ately after the interview at which Mr. 
Brandenburg asked me to sign the 
paper when completed. 

I have these documents here for the 
inspection of any delegate who wishes 
to see them. 


I have, and herewith submit it to you 
for your examination, the notes, letters, 
ecard, scrap of paper which Branden- 
burg wrote or sent me, with the reg- 
istered mark of the Victoria Hotel, 
showing the time of their receipt there; 
also the letters and the envelope sent 
by mail with the postoffice mark giv- 
ing hour and date; also the telegram 
sent me by Brandenburg. 


There is in my possession further 
information of the ramifications and 
machinations of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers, their detective 
agencies, their auxiliary companies, 
and the reptile hirelings who are em- 
ployed to assassinate the character of 
the men of labor and thereby hope to 
weaken or destroy the labor movement 
of our country. All that I now desire 
to add is that there is not a scintilla of 
truth in anything published or whick 
can be published by the National As- 
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sociation of Manufacturers’ or their 
hirelings which in any way can re- 
flect upon the integrity, the morality 
or the honesty of myself, and I have an 
abiding faith they can not do so of 
any one member of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor. I defy our enemies to do their 
worst. 


At the conclusion of the statement 
the entire Convention arose and ap- 
plauded President Gompers. 


A handsome basket of roses and 
chrysanthemums was then presented to 
President Gompers on behalf of the 
delegation from the United Hatters of 
North America. 


Vice-President Duncan—I want to 
remind President Gompers of one thing 
he has omitted to recount. This mys- 
terious man, in addition to his informa- 
tion about the purpose of collecting 
alleged data about the characters of 
of the men connected with the labor 
movement, added that if it could not 
be found he proposed to manufacture 
it. I say this because of its import- 
ance, and because in their papers they 
will continue to publish stuff purport- 
ing to be a record of the private lives 
of the men. The statement is import- 
ant, because it was given to President 
Gompers with considerable emphasis. 


President Gompers—It is true that 
statement was made. There is not 
a word in the statement I have made 
this afternoon that is not a conserva- 
tive statement of the facts. It was 
made conservative in order that I 
might be absolutely within the truth. 
Realizing the importance of making 
the statement, I had a consultation 
with Vice-Presidents Duncan and Hu- 
ber, and they asked me to write it 
down as soon as possible after I re- 
turned to Washington. In spite of that 
this very important 
overlooked. Mr . Brandenberg said: 
“They are determined to destroy the 
men at the head of the labor movement, 
and particularly yourself, unless we 
can get you. We have men who have 
made affidavits, men you have trusted 
in the labor movement, who have been 
national officers and who have had 
your confidence. If the information we 


statement was. 


have or can find is insufficient, we have 
got the bureau that can and will man- 
ufacture it.” 


I could stand before you another hour 
and tell of these things. I could tell 
you of men whose names have been 
given who are in the employ of tke 
labor organizations as business agents 
and officers who are also in the pay of 
the Farleys, the Farrells, and this 
Century Syndicate, all of them either 
agents of the National Manufacturers’ 
Association, or auxiliaries and com- 
panies formed by it for the purpose 
of destroying the men in the labor 
movement. In all the history of the 
labor movement in any country on the 
face of the globe, in all the world, I 
do not believe that any coterie of the 
worst representatives of the cap- 
italistic class have been so cruel, so 
brutal, so malignant and conscionce- 
less as these Van Cleave hirelings have 
showns themselves to be. 


Delegate Berger—Mr. Chairman and 
Fellow Delegates: for some years past 
it has been my lot to come here and 
vote against the unanimous election of 
President Gompers. This year I prom- 
ise to move to make his election unan- 
imous. (Applause) 


I move a vote of confidence in Presi- 
dent Gompers and the entire Executive 
Council. I move that everybody stand 
up. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried by a unanimous rising vote, ac- 
companied by three cheers for Presi- 
dent Gompers. 


On motion of Delegate Sullivan (T. 
J.), the statement made by President 
Gompers was made a part of the min- 
utes of the Convention. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—I desire the 
unanimous consent of the Convention 
to the introduction of a _ resolution. 


. The resolution will not in any way 


prevent the Convention from going 
further in this matter if it sees fit. 
It only alludes to President Gompers, 
and has been prepared without his con- 
sent or knowledge. 


Unanimous consent being given to 
the introduction of the resolution, Del- 
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egate Ryan presented the following: 


Resolution No. 1883—By Delegate W. 
D. Ryan, of the United Mine Workers 


of America: 


WHEREAS, An organization known 
as the National Association of Manu- 
facturers is attempting to destroy the 
rights and liberties attained by the 
Trades Union Movement for the Ameri- 
can workman, under the guise that it 
is aiming to secure his individual free- 
dom, and a 

WHEREAS, Upon repeated occasions 
during the recent past there has ap- 
veared in the daily press statements 
emanating from Mr. Van Cleave, Pres- 
ident of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, in which he (Van 
Cleave) takes occasion to villify and 
abuse Samuel Gompers, President of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
in his zeal to crush the labor’ move- 
ment he challenges the integrity of 
one, who has been our intrepid leader 
for more than a quarter of a century, 
when henchmen of Mr. Van Cleave had 
failed to influence from his path of 
ony by the lustre of gold; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor that the delegates herein 
assembled express their fullest confi- 
dence in the integrity, honesty and un- 
faltering courage of President Gom- 
pers. We herein give our unqualified 
endorsement to everything he has done 
and said, by pen, wor and effort 
in advancing the cause of labor, by 
combating this un-American organi- 
zation of manufactureres for which Mr. 
Van Cleave presumes to speak. Be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the course of the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
rers, under the administration of Pres- 
ident Van Cleave,.makes our duty clear. 
We have no quarrel with any organi- 
zation of employers whose aim and 
purpose is to promote the industries of 
our country, and who seek amicable re- 
lations with labor. With such we are 
pleased to co-operate, but with the 
aforesaid Association, whose enmity is 
so apparent, we accept any challenge 
they may send. We will continue to 
organize and educate the American 
wage earners, fully protecting their 
liberties and securing for them econ- 
omic conditions, long denied by the 
type of manufacturers and employers 
represented by Mr. Van Cleave. 


Delegate Hayes (Max)—I _ think 
something is said in the resolution 
about the privileges obtained by labor 


in its struggle. I would suggest that 
the word “privileges” be stricken out 
and the word “rights” inserted. 


Delegate Ryan—I accept the amend- 
ment. 


The resolution was adopted by unan- 
imous rising vote. 


Delegate McNulty—I do not desire to 
get up to verify anything President 
Gompers has said. I am one of the 
other fellows he referred to in his 
report. However, there is something 
of great importance that was not 
brought out. It has been brought to 
my attention and to the attention of 
other international officers that this 
Century Syndicate in New York City 
has in its employ men who are drawing 
salaries from labor organizations, who 
are at the same time in the pay of this 
Syndicate. I believe it would be for 
the best interests of the movement 
in general if President Gompers and 
those who have the information, if 
they do not deem it advisable to make 
it public here, wili send it to the 
offces of the international organiza- 
tions. The names of those men who 
are in the employ of the Century Syndi- 
cate as spies should be sent to all 
international officers. I do not want 
a man working under me who is in 
the employ of an employers’ associa- 
tion; neither do I want to see men 
employed by other labor organizations 
who are employes of such an institu- 
tion. 


Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—Unless there 
is more of the report, or matters of the 
same nature to be brought to our at- 
tention, I believe we should all agree 
that the greatest day’s work of the 
American Federation has already been 
accomplished today, and that any other 
further action, or attempt to occupy 
our minds with other questions will be 
pale and insignificant in character. I 
therefore move that we adjourn. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, and the Convention was adjourned 
to 9 a. m., Thursday, November 21st. 








TENTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The Convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m., Thursday, November 21st, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES—Kline, Dougherty 
W.J.), Mockler, Guerin, Potts, Brink- 
man, Loebenberg, Bechtold, Winters, 
Moffitt, LAlien, McSorley, Wilson 


(J. T.), Sullivan (D. A.), Valentine, 
Carroll, Sheret, Starr, Calhoun, Quick 
(L. W.), Mahon, Powell (G.), Entenza, 
Peete, Koonce, Langston, Lee (C. H.), 
Mahoney (M.), Virella, Frank (F. R.), 
Leighton, Richards, Johns, Maloney 
(R. S.), Quick (G. Armstrong, 
Piggott, Bowerman, Robinson, Bog- 
asse, Clinton, Donkel, Snyder, Hau- 
sen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, Roe, 
Behen, Canty, Woodmansie, McCal- 
ium, Thompson, Beatty, Hamlin, 
— Green, Myers, Freedman, Con- 
ey. 





The reading of the minutes was dis- 
pensed with. 


Vice-President O’Connell in the 


chair. 


President Gompers—Mr. Chairman 
and Fellow Delegates: In this morn- 
ing’s papers is contained a telegraphic 
statement from Mr. Broughton Bran- 
denburg, in which he says that I re- 
ferred to him as “Charles Branden- 
burg.’””’ You know that I did not re- 
fer to him by any name, other than 
“Rrandenburg,” or “Mr. Branden- 
burg;” but of course that is of lesser 
importance to that to which I wish 
to call your attention. 
ally denies that he attempted to bribe 
Gompers. He also said he had no 
connection with the National Manu- 
facturers’ Association; that his deal- 


ings with Gompers were solely in the ° 


interests of a publication which he 
represented. He himself, he said, had 
been the intended victim of a plot 
that failed, and concludes by saying 
that my statement was an effort to 
forestall the effect of what I knew 
was about to be published. I want 
to call your attention to the fact that 
if Mr. Brandenburg desired to con- 


He emphatic-’ 


sult me about a publication, why was 
it necessary for him to urge me te 
see him so persistently? Why was it 
necessary for him to assume a false 
name? Why was it necessary for him 
to cover business communications te 
me with so much secrecy and mysti- 
cism? Why was it necessary for him 
to use the language he did use in one 
of his letters to me, in which he said 
it was necessary for me to come te 
New York to see him a week in ad- 
vance of the time I could go there, 
because, as he said, ‘matters are 
coming to a critical crisis?’ Where 
could there be any critical crisis be- 
tween two men who had only a pass- 
ing acquaintance, if he merely wished 
to see me On a matter connected with 
a publication in a magazine? That 
is my answer, except to add that if 
there was no attempt to bribe me, 
upon what other hypothesis or 
grounds did he hope I was going to 
abandon my life’s work? 

I thought, in view of the statement 
published in this morning’s paper, it 
was necessary for me to make this 
statement in reply, so that at a glanee 
or at the first statement of facts im 
connection with it, all the circum- 
stances, link by link, may show the 
attempt of Brandenburg as a repre- 
sentative of the National Association 
of Manufacturers to attack, to de- 
stroy, to bribe the men of labor in 
order to strike at the organizations 
of labor themselves. I wish to say 
this to you: Why was it necessary 
for him to try and assure me that he 
represented the Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation and to come to me with 
warrants. and vouchers” receipted 
showing that they were issued by the 
Century Syndicate, an auxiliary of 
the National Association of Manufac- 
turers, the title of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers appearing 
in no less than two places—in one 
place the initials “N. A. M.’, in the 
other the name spelled out in full 
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“The National Association of Manu; 
facturers?’’ They were warrants eight 
inches long and four or five inches 
wide, such as are used in ordinary 
business houses to safeguard their 
erdinary monetary transactions. Sev- 
eral of them were shown to me by 
Brandenburg in the effort to prove to 
me beyond question that he was in 
the employ of and repreesnted the 
National Association of Manufactur- 
ers in his conference with me. 


Last evening when the adjourn- 
ment took place Delegate Jerome 
Jones made a statement to me to the 
effect that about the time to which I 
referred ag having received the letter 
from Mr. Brandenburg to meet him 
in Edgefield, S. C., he saw Mr. Van 
Cleave and another man in Atlanta, 
Ga., a city in close proximity to Edg- 
field, S.C. He knows Mr. Van Cleave 
and states they remained there only 
one day. However, the statements I 
make upon my own authority I am 
willing to stand by before the dele- 
gates to the convention, the rank and 
file of organized labor and the general 
public as well. The documents, pa- 
perg and telegrams all bear an air of 
secrecy and throw the broadest light 
upon the fact that this man tried to 
hide his identity and to hide his pur- 
pose from anyone but myself. The 
keynote of it is that I declined to act 
as he wanted me to act. 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Delegate Lewis. secretary of the 
Adjustment Committee, re-read Res- 
elution No. 66 and the recommend- 
ation of the committee, which had 
heen presented to the convention at 
the previous session. 


The question was then discussed by 
Delegate MacArthur, who stated that 
he desired to withdraw the amend- 
ment he had offered when the report 
of the committee was made. The 
seconder of the motion agreed to its 
withdrawal. and as no objection was 
made by the convention, the amend- 
ment was withdrawn. 


Vice-President Hayes in the chair. 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Alpine. 


At the close of Delegate Alpine’s 
discussion the question was called for 
The chairman stated that the ques- 
tion before the house was a motion 
to adopt the report of the committee 
The question was voted on and de- 
clared carried by the chair. 


The delegates from the Steamfit- 
ters’ organization stated that they had 
not had an opportunity to properly 
present their case in the convention 
After a brief discussion a motion was 
made by Delegate Anderson that the 
vote by which the motion to adopt 
the report of the committee was car- 
ried be reconsidered. The motion 
was seconded by Delegate Wilson (W 
B.), and carried. 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegates Costello, Conroy, Ma- 
honey (J. H.), Young (C. O.), and 
Mangan. 


On motion of Delegate Lewis de- 
bate was closed. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


The committee reported as follows 
upon the section of the report of the 
Executive Council dealing with the 
question of the Carpenters and Wood- 
workers and Resolution No. 119: 


CARPENTERS—WOOD WORKERS. 


The agreement reached between the 
representatives of the. Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union 
and the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America at 
Minneapolis, and ratified py the con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor, had for its purpose amal- 
gamation. The officers submitted the 
agreement to a referendum vote of 
the membership of each of their re- 
spective organizations. We have been 
officially informed by the U. B. of 
Carpenters that the membership rati- 
fied the agreement, anq also have 
been informed that the membership 
of the Wood Workers have rejected it. 


In connection, with this matter. 
your attention should be called to the 
fact that we have received a number 
of communications from an Employ- 
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ers’ Asociation in behalf of a com- 
pany conducting a wood working es- 
tablishment and also from several dif- 
ferent wood working concerns insist- 
ing upon some definite course in order 
that they may conform thereto, be 
safeguarded from the resuits of con- 
teste by reason of the rival claims of 
each organization and conduct union 
establishments. This matter is re- 
ported to you and should receive your 
very serious and careful consideration 
and action. 


Resolution No. 119—By Delegates of 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union 
of America has prior right to juris- 
diction of factory wood workers 
which right has been recognized by 
charter issued to said organization, 
and by repeated decisions of the 
American Federation of Labor con- 
ventions; by Arbitration Tribunal 
and action of the Executive Council: 


WHEREAS, The membership of the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union by a secret ballot (ref- 
erendum vote) defeated the proposi- 
tion to merge with the United Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
which was submitted pursuant to an 
agreement signed at Minneapolis dur- 
ing the 26th Annual Convention of 
— American Federation of Labor; 
an 


WHEREAS, It is evident the of- 
ficials of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners do not respect 
the right of the membership of the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union to decide for them- 
selves the form of organization that 
shall govern in the factory wood work- 
ing trade as they are employing rep- 
rehensible methods to injure’ the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Inter- 
national Union, that not only bring 
discredit upon the organized labor 
movement, but are creating a condi- 
tion that tends to be conducive for 
the establishment of the open shop in 
he mills and factories. As instances 
of such tendency we can point to a 


number of centers where the Wood- 


Workers’ Unions had a good move- 
ment, which through machinations 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters is now almost disrupted, and the 
open shop prevails generally; in an- 
other instance they signed an agree- 
ment with a manufacturing concern 
of Chicago, Ill., compelling eens 
in a branch factory operated by th 

same company located within 150 
miles of that city, to accept wages 
averaging 20 per cent less than the 


rate of wages in effect in the Chicago 
factory; and 

WHEREAS, Experience demon- 
strates that the interests of factory 
wood workers can be conserved best 
by kindred crafts and as the Broth- 
erhood of Carpenters is a buildin 
trade their interests are not identica 
} sch factory wood workers; there- 
ore : 


RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor reaffirms approval of 
the jurisdiction proved in the Dow- 
ney decision and that failure to com- 
ply with such decision shall be cause 
sufficient to revoke the charter of the 
offending organization. 


Committee finds according to the 
evidence submitted that the plan of 
amalgamation ag endorsed at the Min- 
neapolis Convention, was not recom- 
mended by the officers of the Amal- 
gamated Wood Workers to the mem- 
bers of their unions, in accordance 
with the agreement made at Minne- 
apolis between the Carpenters and 
Wood Workers’ organizations. 


Withdrawn by unanimous consent. 


Your committee recommends that 
the President and Secretary of the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers and the 
President and Secretary of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, together 
with the President of the American 
Federation of Labor, be instructed to 
jointly recommend to the member- 
ship of the two organizations inter- 
ested an amalgamation in accordance 
with the action of the Minneapolis 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by 


Delegate Mulcahy, Vice-President 
O’Connell, Delegates Lewis (T. L.), 
Duffy (Frank), McKinlay, Braun- 


schweig and Gebelein. 


Delegate McKinlay—lI would like to 
offer an amendment to the report of 
the committee. I move to amend by 
striking out all of the report of the 
committee with the exception of that 
part which calls for a meeting of 
the officers of the Amalgamated Wood 
Workers and the United Brotherhood 
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of Carpenters together with the Pres- 
ident of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, there being but two dissenting 
votes, 


Delegate Tracy (T. F.)—I ask 
the unanimous consent of the conven- 
tion to the introduction of a resolu- 
tion in regard to the reaffirmation of 
a boycott. We have not had an op- 
portunity to present it before, as the 


information only reached us this 


morning. 


No objection being offered, Delegate 
Tracy presented the followtng: 


Resolution No. 184—By Delegates 
Thomas F. Tracy, George R. French, 
J. Mahlon Barnes, John T. Smith, 
Samuel Gompers, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Rosenthal 
Brothers, cigar manufacturers of the 
City of New York, reduced the wages 
of the men in their employ thirty 
per cent and have persistently refus- 
ed to rescind this reduction, thereby 
causing three hundred and fifty of 
their employes to go on strike since 
January, 1906. 


WHEREAS, It has been stated by 
other manufacturers that if the firm 
of Rosenthal Brothers are successful 
in their fight against the organiza- 
tion that they will also introduce 
cheap labor. 


WHEREAS, This firm has now 
vpened another factory in Scranton, 
kennsylvania, where they employ 
child labor at starvation wages, there- 
oy depriving them of an opportunity 
of securing an education, dwarfing 
their intellect and_ stunting’ their 
growth, thereby rendering them unfit 
to fight the battle of life. 


RESOLVED, That as the firm of 
Rosenthal Brothers are on the ‘“un- 
fair’ list of the American Federation 
of Labor, it is the bounden duty of 
all members of organized labor in 
these United States to shun the pro- 
duct of this firm as they would a pes- 
tilence, and the delegates are request- 
ed to distribute the cards bearing the 
brands of cigars manufactured by this 
firm in their various localities when 
they return home, and to render all 
other assistance they possibly can in 
order to compel this firm to pay living 
wages, 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 
Delegate Lewis, for the Adjustment 


Committee, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 141—By Delegate 
James H. Foley, Double Drum Hoister 
Runners No. 11,275, A. F. of L.: 


WHEREAS, The Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation ot 
Labor at its session held at Washing- 
ton, D. C.. March 18-25. 1907. rend- 
ered the following decision: 


RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Double Drum _ Hoisters’ Union No. 
11,275 be recalled. upon the Steam 
Nngineers’ international Union  re- 
ceiving every one of their numbers in- 
to full membership. with a written 
agreement that until they qualified 
as steam engineers they would be 
permitted to work for the wages now 
received or for such improved con- 
ditions as can be secured for them by 
the Steam Engineers’ Union, and 


WHEREAS, The International Un- 
ion of Steam Engineers has failed to 
carry out this decision, and 


WHEREAS, Our members receive 
the steam through pives_ furnished 
by the engineers and simply turning 
the crank which operate the lift, 
hence being unphle to qualify as an 
engineer and receiving an engineer’s 
license, be it 


RESOLVED, By the Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., that the Double Drum Hoister 
Runners be permitted to retain their 
charter and continue as a chartered 
union of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


The committee non-concurs in the 
resolution and recommends that the 
International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers be ‘instructed to grant a sepa- 
rate auxiliary charter of affiliation to 
the Double Drum _ Hoisters’ local 
union. The committee further rec- 
ommends that when Double Drum 
Hoisters become licensed engineers 
they are to be admitted as members 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers without payment of initia- 
tion fee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. ‘ 

Resolution No. 148—RPy Delegate 

Young, Seattle Central Body: 


WHEREAS. There are a number 
of men in the city of Seattle. Wash- 
ington, who have made application 
for a charter from the International 
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Asociation of Steam Fitters; and 


WHEREAS, The men referred to 
are mostly all employed in places now 
en the unfair list of the Central La- 
bor Council of Seattle and vicinity; 


and 

WHEREAS, The Steam Fitters in 
Seattle as well as the helpers are or- 
ganized in separate and distinct un- 
ions, thus placing any new organiza- 
tion in the capacity of a dual organ- 
ization which will cause much indus- 
trial strife in Seattle; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Labor 
Council of Seattle and vicinity did. on 
the 18th day of September, 1907, of- 
ficially protest in the following lan- 
guage: 

“Owing tv the fact that the U. A. 
Steamfitters are now receiving $6.50 
per day for eight hours’ work, and 
that the so-called Waterfront Fitters 
are now seeking a charter from the 
International Association, are rereiv- 
ing some $2.00 to $3.00 per day for 
nine hours, we make the following 
suggestion: That the Central Labor 
Council communicate with the head- 
quarters of both of the A. F. of L 
and the International Association of 
Steam Fitters, advising against the is- 
suance of any charter until such a 
time as the Waterfront Fitters can 
command the same scale of wages and 
hours of employment as the organi- 
zations of steam fitters and steam- 
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fitters’ helpers, now chartered in this 
city and affiliated with this Central 
Labor Council.” 


In view of the above protest and 
the conditions prevailing in Seattle. 
Wash., be it 


RESOLVED, By this 
Convention of the A. F. of L. that we 
advise the International Association 
of Steam Fitters that it is not to the 
best interest of organized labor to 
grant a charter to the men in Seattle. 
who are all requested to make appli- 
cation to the organizations now ex- 
existing in the city referred to. 


27th Annual 


The committee non-concurs in the 
resolution as we have no jurisdiction 
and recommends that the. subject 
matter of the resolution be referred 
to the Steam Fitters’ organization. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Delegate Lewis—Resolutions No. 
154 and No. 155 have been referred to 
the Building Trades Committee. 


The convention was adjourned at 
12 m. to meet at 2 p. m. 


TENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 2 p. m., Thursday, November 21st, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Absentees—-Kline. Dougherty (J. 


W.). Mockler, Glockling, Loebenberg, 
Bablitz, Bechtold, Landers, Winters, 
Lilien, McArdle, Dwyer, Wilson, Demp- 
sey, Carroll, Sheret. Schwarz, Starr, 
Goltra, Calhoun, Quick (L. W.), Ma- 
hon, Powell (G), Entenza, Jaeckle, 


Koonce, Langston, Lee (C. H.), Ma- 
honey (M.), Virella, Frank, Leighton, 
Duffy, Richards, Johns, Maloney, 
Quick (G. F.). Clinton, Donkel, Sny- 


der, Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Justice, 
Roe, Sehen, Blake, Carter, Wood- 
mansie, McCallum, Thompson (K. R.), 
Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley, Armstrong, Pig- 
gott, Bowerman, Robinson, Bogasse. 


The Committee on Credentials re- 
ported favorably on the credentials of 
H. F. Pacini, of the International 
Printing Pressmen and _ Assistants’ 
Union of North America, to be seated 
in place of George L. Berry, who was 
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obliged to leave the convention; John 
Breen of the I. H. C. & B. L. U. of 
A., to be substituted for Herman 
Lilien, and W. R. C. Phillips, repre- 
senting the Florida State Federation 
of Labor. 


On motion the report of the com- 
niittee was concurred in. 


Secretary Morrison read a com- 
munication from James McIver, of 
Washington, in which an invitation 
was extended to the delegates attend- 
ing the convention of the A. F. ofL. 
to participate in a parade and mass 
meeting to be held in Washington 
on the evening of November 26th, for 
the purpose of showing to the gen- 
eral public that the non-union shop 
has no standing in the District of 
Columbia or any other part of the 
United States. ‘ 


President Gompers—It is the ear- 
nest wish of the chair that as many 
delegates to this convention as can 
be in Washington will take part in 
that parade and mass meeting. The 
presence of the delegates will mean 
a great deal to the Trade Union move- 
ment of that city. 


Delegate Conroy asked the unani- 
mous consent of the convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. No 
objection being offered, the follow- 
ing was presented: 


Resolution No. 185—By Delegate 
Conroy, of St. Louis Trades and La- 
bor Council: 


WHEREAS, The Bell Telephone 
Company, of Missouri, a public utili- 
ties corporation depending on the 
municipalties in which it does busi- 
ness for its patronage, has given the 
printing of its telephone directory of 
the City of St. Louis to the National 
Telephone Directory Company, which 
Company, having no plant of its own, 
has given the work to the notri- 
ously non-union firm of R. R. Don- 
nelly & Co., of Chicago; and 

WHEREAS. The Bell Telephone 
Company was urged and respectfully 
reauested by representatives of the 
printing trades, not to give its work 
to the Donnelly Company on account 
of its attitude to organized labor, and 
to have its printing done as hereto- 
fore in the city where it depended for 
its patronage, or in a union plant if 
taken outside of the city; therefore, 


RESOLVED, By the Allied Printing 


Trades Council of St. Louis, thar the 
American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested to pass resolutions condemn- 
ing the action of the company in not 
giving its work to a union house, and 
that it requests all labor organiza- 
tions and their friends in Missouri and 
adjacent States patronizing the Bell 
Telephone Company of Missouri, to 
discontinue their patronage, and the 
use of the Bell Telephone. 


The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 166—By Delegate 
James P. Holland, of Central Feder- 
ated Union of New York City: 


RESOLVED, That the request of 
Amalgamated Waiters’ Tnion of New 
York City to appeal from the decision 
of the International be granted, this 
decision being the revocation of their 
local charter. 


The committee reported as follows: 


The committee recommends that the 
subject matter of the resolution be 
referred to the officers of the Hotel 
and Resturant Employes Internation- 
al Alliance, and Bartenders’ Inter- 
national League of America, for in- 
vestigation and adjustment. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 97—By Delegate 
Jas. A. Welch, Central Trades and La- 
bor Council, of New Orleans, La.: 


WHEREAS, There has arisen in 
the city of New Orleans a most in- 
tolerable condition caused by the most 
unscrupulous misrepresentation of the 
action of the American Federation of 
Labor, and its Executive Council, and 


WHEREAS, The said condition was 
brought about by the action of the 
International Union of United Brew- 
ery Workmen, whose conduct has 
caused the present chaotic condition 
among the labor movement and the 
harrassing of emplovers who desire 
to be fair to organized labor, especial- 
ly when they called a strike against 
such firms as employed only such 
teamsters who were members of the 
International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, and 

WHEREAS. The Centra? Trades 
Labor Council of the city of ite 
Orleans was compelled in order to 
uphold the dignity and integrity of 
the adopted drastic measures to pro- 
tect the aforesaid fair employers, and 
said action was taken only after every 
effort had been exhausted by the New 
Orleans Trades and Labor Council to 
induce the recalcitrants to obey the 
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mandates of the Conventions of the 
A. FE. of L and its Executive Council, 
the New Orleans Trades and Labor 
Council was obliged to recognize the 
men employed by the above named 
loyal firms as bona fide union men, 
therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That to relieve the 
acute situation ir the city of New Or- 
leans and to preserve the integrity 
of organized labor and the best inter- 
est of fair employers that we endorse 
the action of the loyalty displayed by 
the Trades and Labor Council of that 
city in their struggle to maintain and 
enforce the decisions of the A. F. of L. 


and the edicts of the Executive Coun- 
cil; and be it further 
RESOLVED. That the Executive 


Council is instructed to immediately 
issue a charter as a local union of 
Beer Workers of the city applied for 
by Organizer James Leonard, repre- 
sentative of the American Federation 
of Labor. 


Resolution No. 125—By Delegates 
from the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, International Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen, International 
‘Brotherhood of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, Owing to the decision 
of the Twenty-sixth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the subsequent enforce- 
ment of that decree by the Executive 
Council in the case of the engineers, 
firemen and teamsters vs. the United 
Brewery Workmen, has caused some 
confusion among State federations, 
c entral bodies and other organizations’ 

therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the president of 
the i F. of L. be instructed to noti- 
‘ «fy every State and Central body and 
other affiliated organizations, in de- 
tail of the act of the Convention and 
the Executive Council, and to further 
inform them that until such time as 
the U. B. W. has conformed to the 


laws, edicts. and | mandates of the 
American Federation, they are sus- 
pended from all rights and benefits 


of eee organization s of the Am- 
can ederation of Labor. 


Resolution No. 127—By Delegate J. 
H. Walker, of U. M. W. of A.: 


_ WHEREAS, The revocation of the 
urter of the United Brewery Work-- 
sn of America marks a break with 
he old established principle, that the 
American Federation of Labor is a 
roluntary association of sovereign un- 
s: and 

WHEREAS, “Inherently an inter- 
national union is sovereign unto itself 
and our Federation can rightfully ex- 
ercise only such functions as are de- 


















legated to it by the component parts 
which have instituted at and which 
constitute its make-up,” as the. Presi- 
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dent so well expressed in his report, 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor can only act as a me- 
diator and conciliator in the disputes 
of the affiliated international unions, 
and has no right to enforce its de- 
cisions in an arbitrary manner. Such 
powers have never been delegated te 
the American Federation of Labor by 
referenrum vote of all the interna- 
tional unions affiliated, nor in any 
other legal way; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the 
United Brewery Workers’ Union have 
always been true union men, always 
conscientious in patronizing the var- 
ious union labels and always eager to 
assist both morally and lancially 
every union in trouble, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor considers the 
policy, as inaugurated in New Or- 
leans in the case of the United Brew- 
ery Workmen ag very dangerous to 
future success, and as diametrically 
opposed to the ‘first essential princi- 
ples upon which our federation is 
founded.” And furthermore, be it 











_ 


RESOLVED, That we hereby in- 
struct the Executive Council to return 





to the United Brewery Workmen of 
America the same charter which that 


International Union has possessed 
before. 

MINNEAPOLIS DECISION. 
Your committee endeavored to 


have the representatives of the above 
organizations try and agree amagng 
themselves on a settlement or their 
differences. elieve that the best 
interests of the rank and file of those 
organizations would be protected and 
promoted, if the Engineers, Firemen 
and Brewery Workers could mutually 
agree on a reasonable basis of a set- 
tlement of their differences. The rep- 
resentatives of these organizations 
failing to reach an agreement, vour 
committee recommends the following. 
1. All brewery employes now mem- 
"s of the Uni ted Brewery Work- 
s Union m such, pro- 
vided that sveh nember s of said 
United Brewery Wor! men’s Union as 
are now emploved as engmeers, fi 
men and team sters may W ithdrs LW 
from that organization and foin their 
spective unions, representing these 
afts, without prejudice or discrim- 
nation on the part of their former 


ay ren in 





Hereafter the United 
W cmen’s Union shall not 


Brewery 
1dmit to 


membership anv engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all appli- 
cants, members of these trades, to the 
respective organizations of these 
trades. now affiliated with the Amer- 


ican Federation of Labor, 
organizations exist. 
3. All engineers 


where such 


firemen and team- 








XUM 





(UM 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 275 


sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regula- 
tions made by that organization of 
which the majority of the members 
of the respective crafts employed in 
each brewery are members. 

4. Whenever a majority of men em- 
ployed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are member 4 
the respective unions of these craft 
the organization or organizations rep 
resenting such majority shall appoint 
a committee to act cojointly with the 
United Brewery Workmen’s Union in 
any negotiations which may arise 
with the employers, provided that the 
United Brewery Workmen shall have 
equal representation with all the other 
organizations in joint conference. 


5. It shall be the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Federation and 
all National, International, State, City, 
Central and Local Unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor to exert every influence and power 
at their command to make the above 
decision operative and effective. 





6. Any of the organizations inter- 
ested in this controversy violating the 
provisions of this report, the Execu- 
tive Council is instructed to imme- 
diately revoke the charter or charters 
of the organization or organizations 
violating this decision. 

The committee reported as follows: 


Committee recommends reaffirming 
the action of the Minneapolis Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor for the following reasons: 


lst. That the first section of the 
Minneapolis decision left it entirely 
optional for the Engineers, Firemen 
and Teamsters who were members 
of the Brewery Workers’ Union to 
remain in the Brewery Workers’ 
Union or join the unions of their craft. 


2nd. The second clause of the Min- 
neapolis decision prohibited the Brew- 
ery Workers from initiating engin- 
eers, firemen, or teamsters into the 
Brewery Workers’ Union in towns or 
cities where those organizations had 
local unions of those trades establish- 
ed, but did not prevent the Brewery 
Workers from initiating engineers, 
firemen or teamsters into the Brewery 
Workers’ Union where local unions 
of Engineers, Firemen or Teamsters 
did not exist. The second section 
of the Minneapolis decision clearly 
states that men working in breweries, 
and applicants for initiation, who are 
engineers, firemen or teamsters shall 


be referred to the Engineers, Firemen 
or Teamsters’ Local Unions when 
such local unions exist. 

3. The Minneapolis Convention de- 
cision provides that where a majority 
of the Engineers, Firemen or T'eam- 
sters in a brewery are members of the 
Brewery Workers’ Union, then the 
Engineers, Firemen or ‘Teamsters 
employed in the brewery shall be 
governed by the rules of the Brewery 
Workers’ Union until such time as a 
majority of the Engineers, Firemen 
or Teamsters working in a brewery 
are members of their respective or- 
ganizations, 


It seems to the members of the Ad- 
justment Committee that a very 
wrong impression prevails in regard 
to the intent and purpose of the Min- 
neapolis decision. For this reason 
the Committee recommends that the 
charter of the Brewery Workers’ be 
restored, on condition that the Brew- 
ery Workers’ agree to accept and 
abide by the intent and spirit of the 
Minneapolis decision. 


The committee further recommends 
that the rights of all employes in- 
terested or affected by the contro- 
versy brought about by this juris- 
diction dispute be fully protected by 
the Executive Council of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 


The committee further recommends 
that Central Bodies sshall take no 
action toward seating or unseating 
representatives of Brewery Workers’ 
Local Unions without first receiving 
instructions from the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


Delegate Hart—I move you, Mr. 
Chairman, that the report of the com- 
mittee be concurred in. (Seconded). 


Treasurer Lennon—Does the pro- 
vision regarding the restoration of 
the charter carry with ™ its imme- 
diate restoration. 


Delegate Lewis—I believe the state- 
ment in the report makes that quite 
clear. I take it, without having 
consulted the other «:embers of the 
committee, that if the Brewery Work- 
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ers’ representatives agree in accord- 
ance with this report immediately, the 
charter would be restored, immediate- 
ly. 


The question was discussed by De- 
legates Conroy, Lewis, and Vice-Pre- 
sident Duncan. 


Vice-President Duncan moved that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be given officially to the representa- 
tives of the Brewery Workers present 
for their consideration, and that they 
be requested to report back at 3:30 
for the consideration of the com- 
mittee. The motion was seconded 
but not carried, the vote being 93 
in favor of and 101 opposed to the 
proposition. 


Delegate Winn—I understand there 
is a committee here representing the 
Brewery Workers’ organization, and 
during this controversy I move you 
that they be given all the privileges 
of the floor. (Seconded) 


Delegate Ketter-—I desire to amend 
by including in that motiun the rep- 
resentatives of the A. F. of L., Bro- 
ther Pierce, of Columbus, and Rro- 
ther Leonard, of New Orleans. 


The amendment was accepted by 
Delegate Winn, and the motion as 
amended was carried. 


Delegate Walker (J. H.)—I move 
the following as a substitute for the 
report of the committee: That the 
Brewery Workers have their charter 
restored. 


Delegate Morton—TI rise to a point 
of order. The ,committee is report- 
ing on the introduction of a _ reso- 
lution by Delegate Walker, who now 
moves to amend his own resolution. 


The President declared the point 
not well taken. , 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—I rise to 
a point of order. The motion of 
Delegate Walker is a negative mo- 
tion. 


The President declared the point 
not well taken. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 


“dent Gompers. 


PROCEEDINGS 


gates Walker, Flood, Holland and 
Treasurer Lennon, 


Vice-President Morris in the chair. 


The question was further discused 
by Delegate Comerford, Frey, Wilson 
CW. B.) and Healy. 


Mr. Louis Kemper, of the Brewery 
Workers, was recognized and spoke 
at some length in favor of having 
the charter restored to the Internat- 
ional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men. 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegates McKee and Brinkman. 


Discussion of the question was in- 
terrupted by the announcement by 
President Gompers that Fraternal De- 
legate Shackleton was about to leave 
the convention, being called away by 
other duties, and wished to say a 
word or two in farewell greeting. 


Fraternal Delegate Shackleton—Mr. 
President and Friends: Before I 
leave this convention I desire to again 
express my sincere thanks for the 
manner in which I have been receiv- 
ed. This has been one of the happiest 
times of my life, and certainly one 
of the most instructive. I can as- 
sure you there is one man going back 
to England with a feeling of sympa- 
thy and hope and encouragement to- 
wards the great American Trades Un- 
ion movement: We have had our 
difficulties in the past, and we have 
many to face, but I feel convinced 
that as we have overcome them in 
our country you will be able to over- 
come all the difficulties your move- 
ment may have to face. I wish you 
every prosperity, good luck, and for 
the present good by. 


Treasurer Lennon in. the chair. 


The report of the committee was 
discussed at some length by Presi- 
At the close of his 
discussion President Gompers said: 
I asked my fellow delegates repre- 
senting the Cigarmakers’ Internat- 
ional Union to meet in conference in 
one of the rooms of this hall, and 
we: have agreed upon a proposition 
to recommend to this convention. By 
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their authority, as well as my own de- 
sire, I offer the ‘following as a sub- 
stitute for the whole. 


RESOLVED, That the Charter of 
the International Union of Brewery 
Workers be, and the same is, — 
ordered to be restored. 


RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no 
way alters or modifies the declara- 
tions and decisions of the American 
Federation of Labor in regard to the 
jurisdiction claims of the Internat- 
ional Union of Steam Engineers; the 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen; 
the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters and the International Un- 
ion of Brewery Workers, but, on the 
contrary, are hereby re-affirmed. 

RESOLVED, That within ninety 
days after the close of this convention 
a conference shall be held at the head- 
quarters of the American Federation 
of Labor, the conference to consist of 
three representatives of the Internat- 
ional Brewery Workers, one from the 
International En~ineers, one from 
Brotherhood of Firemen, one from the 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and one 
member of the Executive Council, the 
conference to endeavor to effect an 
agreement regarding jurisdiction, 
harmony and co-operation of action 
of the organizations in interest and 
for the protection and promotion of 
the interests of the workers emploved 
in and by breweries. 

RESOLVED, That in the event of 
an agreement, or a tentative agree- 
ment, being reached the officers of the 
organizations named shall submit the 
same to their respective International 
Unions for ratification under the sup- 
ervision of the representative of the 
Executive Council, who shall in that 
circular urge its ratification and give 
his reasons therefor. 

RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fail to reach an avreement the 
Executive Council is hereby authori- 
zed and directed to impose such dis- 
ciplinary punishment upon the orga- 
nization responsible for such failure, 
as the judgment of the Executive 
Council may direct.. 


President Gqgmpers—I move this as 
a substitute for the whole. (Seconded) 


Delegate Walker—lIf there is no ob- 
jection on the part of the convention 
I am perfectly willing to withdraw 
my amendment and have the sub- 
stitute offered in its place. 


No objection being offered, the 
amendment was withdrawn. 


Delegate Cable—I am not going to 
take up the time of the convention 
in discussing this proposition; but as 


bo 


7 


representative of the Coopers’ Union, 
one of the organizations concerned 
very materially in the breweries, I 
want to inquire if we can not be in- 
cluded in that conference. 


On motion debate was closed on 
the question pending. 


Delegate Healy—Did I understand 
that substitute to read that the Brew- 
ery Workers’ charter will be restored 
previous to the suggested meeting? 


Treasurer Lennon—TI think so. 


Delegate Healy—I am _ totally op- 
posed to that. 


The substitute offered by President 
Gompers was carried on a viva voce 
vote. 


President Gompers in the chair. 
Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the 


Committee on Adjustment, reported as 
follows: 





Resolution No. 152—By Delegates 
of International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters: 

WHEREAS, The St. Louis Central 
Body continues to seat in these bodies 
members of a dual organization of 
Teamsters contrary to the decision 
of 26th annual convention and the 
laws of the A. F. of L.; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That this convention 
instruct the Executive Council to re- 
voke the charters of these two cen- 
tral bodies within 90 days unless they 
comply with the law, of A. F. of L 


The Committee reparted as follows: 


At the request of the ‘Teamsters 
representatives, the words “San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council’ was _ stricken 
from the resolution, and the Commit- 
tee recommends that the resolution 
as amended be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council with instructions to 
see that the law of the A. F. of L. is 
complied with. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in.. 
‘. 


Resolution No. 167—By Delegates 
M. O’Sullivan, Hugh Frayne and C. 
D. Wheeler: 


WHEREAS, The charter granted 
by the A. F. of L. to the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers’ International 
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Association distinctly covers the Steel 
Range Workers, and 

WHEREAS, The Stove Mounters’ 
International Union are admitting to 
membership and using the name of 
Steel Range Workers, to wnich we 
most earnestly protest, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. now in 
session instruct the general officers of 
the Stove Mounters’ Organization to 
refrain from claiming jurisdiction 
over Steel Range Workers or admit- 
ting them to membership in their 
unions. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


The Committee finds that no con- 
ference had been held between the 
representatives of the Sheet Metal 
Workers and the Stove Mounters’ In- 
ternational Unions, and recommends 
that the subject matter of the resolu- 
tion be referred to the representatives 
of the organizations interested, for 
investigation and adjustment. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate Frayne—We have found it 
impossible to get a conference with 
the Stove Mounters. I therefore de- 
sire to offer the following amendment 
to the report of the committee: That 
the subject matter be referred to the 
Executive Council, with instructions 
to bring about a conference with the 
Stove Mounters within sixty days 
after the adjournment of this conven- 
tion. 


The committee accepted the am- 
endment as part of the report, which 
was then adopted as amended. 


Resolution No. 169—By Delegate J.: 
G. Brown, of International Shingle 
Weavers’ Union: 


WHEREAS. In each of the shingle 
mills of the country there is employed 
one or more engineers, and 


WHEREAS, Because. of the scatter- 
ef? location of these mills it is im- 
possible for the International Union 
of Steam Engnieers to organize and 
maintain local unions of their craft: 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor recognize the 
agreement entered into between the 
above named organization and the In- 
ternational Shingle Weavers” Union of 
America, which shall provide that the 


.national 


‘may understand the 
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right to organize into its own locals 
all engineers employéd in shingle mills 
in places where locals of the Inter- 
Union of Steam Engineers 
is not or cannot establish. 

The Committee reported as follows: 


Accepting the advice of the Com- 
mittee, the representatives of the 
Shingle Weavers’ Union and the En- 
gineers Union met and agreed upon 
the following: 


AGREEMENT. 


For the purpose of fostering fra- 
ternity and good will between the two 
organizations, and in order that each 
rights of the 
other, the following agreement is en- 
tered into this 16th day of November, 
1907, between the I. U. of S. E., and 
the I. S. W. U. of A. 


_ Sec. 1. Jurisdiction of all engineers 
is conceeded to the International Un- 
ion of the Steam Engineers in all 
places where a local of that orga- 
nization exists. 

Sec. 2. In localities where no un- 
ion of engineers exists, members of 
this craft working in Shingle mills 
may become members of the Internat- 
ional Shingle Weavers. 

3. The International Shingle Wea- 
ers’ Union agrees to accept as full in- 
iation fee the card of members of the 
I. U. S. E., The Engineers’ Union 
also agrees to accept as full initiation 
fee the card of all capable engineers 
who may have been taken into the 
International Shingle Weavers’ Union 
under the provisions of this agree- 
ment. 

(Signed) 
J G. BROWN, President, 
International Shingle Weavers Un- 

ion of A. 

MATT COMERFORD, 
General President I. U. S. E. 


Committee approves of the agree- 
ment and recommends that it take 
effect January 1, 1908. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 150—By Delegate 
John J. Jennings, Central Labor Un- 
ion, Hudson County, N. J.: 


WHEREAS, A portion of the men 
now engaged in the Beer Brewing In- 
dustry are now on the outside of the 
A. F. of L.:;: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the 27th An- 
nual Convention of the A. F. of L. in- 
struct its President and the Executive 
Council to take steps immediately 
after the adjournment of this con- 
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vention to organize all men employed 
in the beer brewing industry under 
the banner of the A. F. of L. 


tesolution No. 151—By Delegate J. 
P. Holland, Central Federated Union, 
of Greater New York and vicinity: 


WHEREAS, It is assumea that an 
appeal of the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen against the 
decision of the American Federation 
of Labor, at its Minneapotis Conven- 
tion in November, 1906, which was, 
“that the said union must cease ad- 
mitting engineers, firemen, coopers, 
teamsters, etc., into their union, and 
failing to comply that their charter 
be revoked,” will be presented to the 
Norfolk Convention, and 


WHEREAS, It is self-evident that 
as the International Union of the 
United Brewery Workmen refused to 
abide by said decision. they will not 
consent to obey that mandate in the 
future, and 


WHEREA In line with caid decis- 
ion of the ge Federation of 
Labor, there are other affiliated un- 
ions with the American Federation 
of Labor who have suffered because 
the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen have permitted its 
local unions in variouy parts of the 
country to admit other than actual 
brewery w nmap to membership, and 


WHEREA Such cases exist in 
Greater New. Svork where members of 
the Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
Horseshoers, Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters, Coopers, Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers and other trades were forced into 
the Brewery Workers’ Local Unions, 
be it 


RESOLVED, That in the event of 
the appeal of the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen coming 
before the Twenty-seventh Annual 
Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at Norfolk, Va.. with a 
view of reconsidering the revocation 
of their charter, that no such action 
shall be taken until the said Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen shall have transferred all 
such members to their various trade 
unions, and desist in future from ad- 
mitting such men into Brewery Werk- 
men Local Unions. 


Resolution No. 162—By Delegate J. 
B. Conroy. St. Louis Central Labor 
Union: 


WHEREAS, It has become apparent 
to all of the affiliated unions of the 
A. F. of L. that an attempt is being 
made to coerce their members em- 
ployed in breweries, to desert their 
respective unions, by an organization 
not affiliated with the A. F. of L.; and 

WHEREAS, A large number of men 
employed in the industry of beer mak- 


ing desire protection by affiliation 
with the A. F. of L. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American 
Federation of Labor instruct its Ex- 
ecutive Council to issue charters to 
such men employed in the beer mak- 
ing industry. as will comply with all 
the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


These resolutions are _ practically 
covered in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions Nos. 97, 125. 
127, and Minneapolis decision, on the 
dispute between the Brewery Work- 
ers, Engineers, Firemen and Team- 
sters organizations. The Committee 
therefore, recommends that no action 
be taken on the above resolutions. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 175—By Delegate J. 
T. Carey, of the International Brother- 
hood of Paper Makers, Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers: 


WHEREAS, In January. 1906. nart 
of our organization seceded and form- 
ed what is known as the Internat- 
ional Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers; thereby 
causing strife and discord in the paner 
and pulp making craft, which strife 
has handicapped the work of orga- 
nizing the unorganized of the paper 
and pulp. making craft, and 


WHEREAS. The officers of the se- 
ceding organization of Pulp, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill’ Workers has con- 
spired with certain manufecturers to 
lock our members out and operate 
their paper mills on Sunday where 
our organization is striving to main- 
tain twenty-four hours shut down .n 
Sunday for all paper mils, and 


WHEREAS, The officers of the se- 
ceding organization of Puip, Sulphite 
and Paper Mill Workers have con- 
spired with certain manufacturers to 
secure help to fill the places of our 
locked out members at a lower rate 
of wages than requested by our eor- 
ganization, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
reaffirm the jurisdiction rights of the 
International Brotherhood of P2ner 
Workers, Pulp. Sulphite and Paper 
Mill Workers and reaffirm the decis- 
ion of the Minneapolis Cqnvention and 
of the Executive Council of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 


The Committee reported as follows: 


Committee recommends the adopt- 
ion of the subject matter of the resoe 
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lution with the 4th, “whereas” strick- 
en out and that all of the words after 
“Federation of Labor” in the eighth 
line be stricken out of the resolve. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by De- 
legates Crampton, Lansdale, Carey, 
Vice-President O’Connell, Delegates 
Lewis and Healy. 


Delegate Conroy offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the report of 
the committee: 


RESOLVED, That the entire sub- 
ject matter be referred to the Pre- 
sident of the American Federation of 

bor, he to call into conference rep- 
representatives from all organizations 
concerned in this question; the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor after investigation to deter- 
mine the organizations. interested. 
Said conference to be held within six- 
ty days after the adjournment of this 
convention. In case of disagree- 
ment on the part of the crafts .in- 
volved the President of the A. F. of 
Ll. shall decide the case at issue and 
his decision shall be binding on all 
parties concerned. 


On motion of Delegate Reynolds, 
debate on the question was closed. 


The amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Conroy was lost; the motion to 
cancur in the report of the committee 
was carried. 


Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the 
Committee—That concludes the re- 


Committee on Adjust- 


port of your 
ment. 


The report was signed by 


JAMES O’CONNELL, Chairman, 
JOHN F. TOBIN, 

F. J. McNULTY, 
WILLIAM KLAPETZKY, 
JOHN GOLDEN, 

B. A. LARGER, 

JOS. GERVAIS, 

JOS. N. WEBER, 
HUGH ROBINSON, 

Cc. O. PRATT, 

H. J. WENDELKEN, 
JAMES A. WELCR, 

T. J. SULLIVAN, 
HERMAN ROBINSON, 
T. L. LEWIS, Secretary. 


Delegate Ryan, Secretary of the 
Committee on Resolutions, asked that 
Resolution No. 142 be referred to the 
‘Committee on President’s Report. 
There being no objection, the rsolu- 
tion was so referred. 


Delegate Driscoll—I move that the 
election of officers and the selection 
of a place for the next convention be 
made a special order of business for 
10 o’clock Saturday mornong. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


The convention was adjourned at 6 
p. m. to meet at 2 a. m. Friday, Nov- 
ember 22nd. 
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ELEVENTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was called to order at 
9 a. m. Friday, November 22d, President 
Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES—Kline, Dougherty, 
(W. J.), Mockler, Barnes, Loeben- 
berg, Cable, McKee, Nugent, Kel- 
lington, Bechtold, Winters, Newton, 
Lilien, Keefe, O’Connell, Wilson, 
Walker, Dempsey, Sullivan (D. 
H.), Carroll, Sheret, Sehwarz, Starr, 
Alpine, Goltra, Calhoun, Quick 
(lL. W.), Mahon, Whitehead, Pow- 
ell (G.), Hatch, Entenza, Peete, 
Koonce, Langston, Lee (C. .); 
Mahoney (M.), Virella, Frank, 
Leighton, Zimmerman, 
Johns, Maloney (R. S.), Quick (G. F.), 
Armstrong, Costello, Welch, Piggott, 
Bowerman, Robinson, Bogasse, Clin- 
ton, Donkel, Snyder, Lopez, Hausen, 
Vaughn, Johnson (G. J.), Byron, Riz- 
zle, Justice, Roe, Behen, Cullen, Can- 
ty, Becerril, McCallum, Thompson (K. 
R.), Beatty, Hamlin, Booth, Green, 
Myers, Grant, Freedman, Conley. 





Delegate Driscoll, for the Committee 
on Organization, reported as follows: 


Resolution No. 23.—By Delegates H. J. 
Conway, Max Morris, Herman Robin- 
son, D. F. Manning, A. B. Loebenberg, 
of the Retail Clerks’ International Pro- 
tective Association: 


WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks’ Inter- 
national Protective Association ~ has 
begun a campaign for the betterment 
of the condition of the female clerks 
employed in the retail stores of Amer- 
ica, and having for its present aim the 
establishment of a nine dollar a week 
minimum wage; and 

WHEREAS, This movement affects 
a greater number of employes than any 
previous struggle by organized labor in 
the history of the labor movement, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled, that we give our heartiest en- 
dorsement to this movement, and 
pledge our cordial co-operation and as- 
sistance. 


The committee recommended that the 


tichards, . 


subject matter be taken up by the Ex- 
ecutive Council and that State branches 


and central labor unions be notified of 
the same, 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 24—By Delegates San- 
tiago Iglesias, Eugenio Sanchez and 
Joaquin Becerril, from Porto Rico: 


WHEREAS, The organization of the 
workmen in Porto Rico in general, and 
of their respective trades in particular, 
into affiliated local unions, largely de- 
pends more on a written propaganda 
than a spoken one, and 


WHERBAS, Owing to the fact that 
the native language in Porto Rico is 
the Spanish, it usually happens that 
the important articles and directions 
which appear in your papers and lit- 
erature used for organization pur- 
poses have to be translated into the 
Spanish language in order that they 
may reach the working people for 
which they are intended, and 


WHEREAS, We are now in the pro- 
cess of changing the meager and poor 
Spanish education received by the 
Porto Rican workmen during 400 years, 
for a more extensive one as now 
used by the International world, and 
which is so typic and progressively 
represented by the American Labor 
movement, and 

WHEREAS, It is our keenest desire 
and our most ardent wish to have 
Porto Rico share in the enlightened and 
civilized methods and ideas which have 
informed trade unions for three or four 
generations, and to uttain same it is 
absolutely necessary to _ translate 
into Spanish your thoughts and 
ideas, your conception of liberty, your 
methods, your aspirations and hopes 
and the struggle you are sustaining for 
the advancement and welfare of man- 
kind; and 

WHEREAS, The Porto Rican work- 
man are far from knowing the high 
standard of organization reached by our 
brothers in America in the economical 
and social pursuits, and ‘ 

WHERBAS, We believe that some- 
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thing of a more practical nature has 
to be done to place our workmen in 
closer touch with the different phases 
and aspects of the American labor 
life, and we have thought of nothing 
more appropriate than a newspaper 
which shall undertake the publication 
in Spanish of everything connected with 
labor under the auspices of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and 


WHEREAS, We 2re at present edit- 
ing and publishing a daily labor paper 


under the title of the “Union 
Obrera” (Labor Union) and we de- 
sire to make it a true and genuine 


American labor paper by enlarging its 
size and by giving it a _ better and 
neater appearance, devoting the space 
to interesting matters from the differ- 
ent journals of the National and Inter- 
national Unions, and by so doing our 
workmen in Porto Rico will not only 
be made familiar with our methods and 
principles, but also with our labor writ- 
ers, the valuable seed of whose meet- 
ings has been sown with profit to the 
workmen of the mainland, and without 


the least benefit to their brothers in 
Porto Rico; and, 

WHEREAS, All papers and docu- 
ments and literary matter issued by 


the different headyuarters of the Na- 
tional and International Unions, be- 
sides the reading of the text regard- 
ing lebor questions in your labor pa- 
pers will be reprinted in our periodi- 
cal, for the benefit of union men and 
non-union men alike, with a view of 
encouraging organization and advanc- 
ing the interests and welfare of all the 
unions alike: and 

WHEREAS, The National and Inter- 
national Unions wre forwarding from 
their headquarters by mail to their 
respective local organizations a large 
amount of matter, such as circulars, 
notices, literature, napers and journals 
which by reason of being written in the 


English language, and in some cases 
in German, cannot be understood by 
the Porto Rican workmen; and 


WHEREAS, The postage paid in for- 
warding such amount of reading mat- 
ter from headquarters to local unions 
in Porto Rico represents a large e@x- 
penditure, besides other expenses of 
printing, etc., without reaping the de- 
sired results of educating and promot- 
ing the welfare of the labor classes at 
large, and specially of the membership 
of every union, and 

WHEREAS, Such expenditure, no 
matter how small or insignificant it 
mav be. can be made to bring about 
more positive results among the work- 
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ing population of our island if in- 
vested in educating and printing a 
labor newspaper in the Spanish lan- 


guage; be it 
RESOLVED, By the twenty-seventh 
convention of the American Federation 


of Labor, now gathered in assembly, 
that the officers of the National and 
International Unions are hereby re- 


quired to forward to the representative 
of the American Federation of Labor 
in Porto Rico copies of all papers, cir- 
culars, notices and resolutions, etc., in- 
tended for publication as well as one 
copy of the official Journal or other 
newspaper published in the interest of 


any labor organization, for transla- 
tion into Spanish and publication in 
“Union Obretra,” San Juan, Porto 


Rico; and be it 

RESOLVED, That to defray the ex- 
penses incurred in such translations, 
and in order to carry out the neces- 
Sary improvements in the aforesaid 
newspaper, which will be the only 
Spanish publication printed in the in- 
terest of the American Federation of 
Labor and its affiliated organizations, 
making of it an entirely genuine labor 
paper with a large circulation not only 


in Porto Rico, but in Cuba, South 
and Central America and among 
the Spanish speahing population of 


North America, a special fund for such 
such purpose as hereinbefore stated is 
hereby created by imposing a per capita 
of one cent per member on every affil- 
iated National and International Union, 
for one time only; and be it 


RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
the American Federation of Labor is 
hereby entrusted and charged with the 
collection of such ner capita of one cent 
per member, same to be in his posses- 
sion not later than four months from 
date; and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the amount so col- 
lected shall be invested as aforesaid un- 
der the supervision of the president of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

The committee recommended that 
the entire subject matter be referred 
to the Executive Council for invéstiga- 
tion and action, 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 31 be amended to read 
as follows, and recommended its 
«doption when so amended. 
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Reolution No. 31—By Delegates E, 
W. Potter, Homer D. Call, A. M. C. 
and B. W. of N, A.: 


WHEREAS, No great progress can 
be made by the A. M. C. and B. W. 
of N. A. in the trust packing houses, 
where the strike took place in 1994, 
because the packers seem to be, and 
the butcher workmen believe they are, 
antagonistic towards their union; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the President of 
the American Federation of Labor ap- 
point a committee of three, two to be 
international officers, and one a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, to 
meet with the packers and request 
them to define their future policy to- 
wards the Amalgamated Meat Cutiers 


and Butcher Workmen of North 
America. 
RESOLVED, That the said com- 


mittee shall act in the matter and 
make a report back to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor within three months from 
the adjournment of this present con- 
vention. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee ‘was concurred in, 


Resolution No. 61—By Delegate 
George G. Cody, Federal Union 12,- 
222: 


WHEREAS, There are two Federal 
Unions in the City of Spokane, Wash., 
and 


WHEREAS, Said Federal Unions 
have refused and do refuse to Work 
together in harmony, and all attempts 
at conciliation have been futile; and 


WHEREAS, They, by their actions, 
not only bring themselves into disre- 
pute, but also the whole labor move- 
ment in said City of Spokane; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That, we, the under- 
signed, do beg the A. F. of L. to ©xer- 
cise their perogative in the matter, 
and compel said Federal Unions to 
amalgamate and become one union for 
the furtherance of the cause of trade 
unionism, and the welfare of the 
other unions of Spokane. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Exe- 


ecutive Council for investigation and 
action. A motion was made and sec- 
onded that the report of the commit- 
tee be concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates McCracken and Driscoll. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 174 be amended to 
read as follows: 


Resolution No. 174— 


WHEREAS, The International 
Ladies Garment Workers’ Union at 
the last Convention held at Baltimore, 
Md., June, 1907, elected me to the of- 
fice of President, and 

WHEREAS, As President I feel it 
my duty to do.that duty that is re- 


“ quired of an International President, 


and 

WHEREAS, I am somewhat handi- 
capped in the work of trying to make 
the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union one of the foremost 
organizations affiliated with the A. F. 
of L., and 

WHEREAS, This is impossible on 
account of conditions that exist among 
the officers of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union, therefore, be 
it 7 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, at its twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention assembled 
at Norfolk, Va., instruct the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L. to in- 
vestigate the affairs of the Interna- 
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
and reorganize said International 
Ladies Garment Workers’ Union jf 
necessary. 

MORTIMER JULIAN, President. 

The committee further recommend- 
ed that the resolution be referred to 
the Executive Council with the request 
that they take the matter up as soon 
as possible. 


A motion was made and seconded 

that the report of the committee be 
oneurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
Rosenberg, Holland, Holzsager 
and DeVeaux. 

The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


gates 
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The committee recommended that 
the following resolutions, all of which 
contained requests for organizers, be 
referred to the Executive Council: 


Resolution No. 94, Wisconsin State 
Federation of Labor; No. 80, Mobile 
Central Labor Council; No. 86, from 
Carriage and Wagonworkers; No. 
65, from the Glovemakers, by dele- 
gates from the State of Washington; 
No. 90, from Machinist Helpers’ Union 
No. 12,403; No. 120, from United 
Brotherhood of Leather Workers on 
Horse Goods; No. 149, from United 
Textile Workers of America; No. 165, 
from Bed Spring Makers’ Union No. 
12,103; No. 176, by the International 
Union of Pavers and Rammermen. 


The committee further recommends 
that Resolution No. 91, by Delegate 
from the Illinois State Federation of 


Labor; and Resolution No. 106, . by 
delegate from the Wisconsin State 


Federation of Labor, both of which 
asked for the employment of women 
organizers, be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council for favorable considera- 
tion. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee wag concurred in. 


The committee reported as follows 
on sections of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council and the report of the 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor: ” 


CONSTITUTIONS OF 
UNIONS PRINTED IN SPANISH. 


NATIONAL 


(Report of Executive Council). 


The last convention adopted a: res- 
olution requesting that all national 
uniong whose trades are represented 
in Porto Rico should have their con- 
stitutions printed in the Spanish lan- 
guage so as to facilitate the work of 
organizing the wage-earners of that 
island. This matter was given prompt 
attention, and we are gratified to re- 
port that a number of national unions 
signified their intention of acting in 
conformity with the recommendation. 
We would again recommend to those 
‘ national unions whose trades are rep- 
resented in Porto Rico and which 
have thus far not had their consti- 
tutions printed in the Spanish lan- 
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guage that they do so at the earliest 
time possible. 


The committee reported that this 
subject should be taken up by each 
hational and international union dur- 
ing the coming year, and that national 
and international unions that have not 
as yet acted upon the matter be re- 
quested by the Executive Council to 
assist, so that in the near future there 
will be a thorough organization of all 
crafts in Porto Rico. : 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


CHARTERS GRANTED. 
(Report of Executive Council). 


During the year we issued charters 
to three international unions as fol- 
lows: 


International Brotherhood of Com- 
position Roofers, Damp and Water- 
proof Workers of United States and 
Canada. 


National Federation of Postoffice 
Clerks. 
Lobster Fishermen’s International 


Protective Association. 


We also issued charters to one State 
Federation of Labor; seventy-two 
Central Labor unions; two hundred 
and four local trade unions of which 
there are no international or national 
unions of that trade, and _  ninety- 
three Federal Labor Unions, making 
a total of three hundred and seventy- 
two charters issued, 


We also desire to report that some 
applications for charters have been 
denied, others are being held in abey- 
ance, pending adjustment of juris- 
diction with other organizations. We 
are sure you will be pleased, how- 
ever, with the growth and progress 
made during the past year, not only 
as indicated by the number of char- 
ters issued, but by new unions 
formed and attached to their respect- 
ive internationals, ag well as the in- 
creased membership in existing local 
unions. 


The committee made the following 
report: The work speaks well, not 
only for the organizers and the good 
judgment of the Executive Council in 
the granting of 372 charters, but or- 
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ganized labor may be well pleased 
with the work and progress made in 
the last year, which will be of great 
benefit to the wage earners of the 
country. 


ORGANIZATION. 
(Report of Executive Council). 


The Minneapolis Convention recom- 
mended the appointment of a number 
of special organizers. To the fullest 
limit of our financial resources we 
carried out those recommendations, 
keeping ag many special organizers 
at work as the funds of the Federa- 
tion would warrant. The Federa- 
tion organizers have rendered  effi- 
cient and effective service. 


From the reports which have al- 
ready been submitted to you by your 
president, secretary and treasurer, it 
has been made known to you that 
considerabl] progress has been made 
since our last convention. While we 
are pleased with the progress made, 
yet we realize the necessity for per- 
sistent and continued’ effort, and 
would, therefore, recommend the con- 
tinuation of the work to organize the 
yet unorganized and to bring about 
the affiliation of the yet unaffiliated 
organizations. We authorized Presi- 
dent Gompers to communicate with 
the officers of the Western Federation 
of Miners, at an opportune time with 
the view of the re-affilliation of that 
organization to the A. F. of L. 


The committee made the following 
report: We approve of this work, 
and believe the Executive Council 
should continue it. Not only have 
new unions been organized, but many 
international and national unions 
have been benefited by the same. We 
approve of the work of the Executive 
Council in their efforts to have all or- 
ganizations affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and hope 
their work will continue to be suc- 
cessful. We hope that we will soon 
have the Western Federation of Min- 
ers affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. We approve of the 
appointment of organizers and believe 
that their appointment should con- 
tinue as much work will be accom- 
panied that will be a benefit to the 
labor movement. 


Delegate Wallace asked that Res- 
olution No. 176 be withdrawn. No 
objection being offered, the resolution 
was withdrawn. 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegate Thos. 
J. Curtis, of Rock Drillers’ and Tool 
Sharpeners’ Association: 


WHEREAS, One of the fundamen- 
tal principles and objects of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor is to or- 
ganize the diff rent trades into nat- 
ional and international unions, and 


WHEREAS, The Rock Drillers and 
Tool Sharpeners’ Union have a large 
local union at New York City and a 
numerically small one at Rosendale, 
a great many locals could be readily 
organized throughout the State of 
New York, Boston and Chicago, and 


WHEREAS, -In the interest of the 
general labor movement all efforts 
should be concentrated to create un- 
ions in such places where none exist 
at present, and 


WHEREAS, Rock Drillers’ and Tool 
Sharpeners’ Unions can be organized 
in various cities of the United States 
by the American Federation of La- 
bor, be it, therefore 


RESOLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor instruct the 
Executive Council to authorize all or- 
ganizerg everywhere to make a special 
effort in organizing Rock Drillers and 
Tool Sharpeners, and be it further 


RESOLVED, That when .a sufficient 
number of such local unions have been 
organized to call a convention of the 
same for the purpose of forming an 
international union of said trade. 


The committee recommended that 
the resolution be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed, by De- 
legates Huddel, Curtis, and McCarthy. 

The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Delegate Driscoll—That completes 
the report of the committee which 
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is respectfully submitted, and signed 
by the committee. 


MAX MORRIS, Chairman, 
D. D. DRISCOLL, Secretary. 
L. W. QUICK. 

ARTHUR HUDDEL. 

A. B. GROUT. 

EDGAR A. PERKINS. 

Cc. O. YOUNG. 

GEORGE BECHTOLD. 
JAMES F. SCOTT. 

W. J. JUSTICE. 

J. E. DWYER. 

W. E. MYERS. 

G. W. SAVAGE. 
SANTIAGO IGLESIAS. 

M. J. McDONALD. 


On motion the report of the com- 


mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 
Delegate Wilson, Secretary of the 


Special Committee Kight-Hour 
Work Day, reported as follows: 


on 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


Your Special Committee to which 
was referred the question of the 
EKight-Hour Workday and its univer- 
sal enforcement, begs leave to report 
that we have collated the replies 
from the various international orga- 
nizations in response to the circular 


on this subject, issued by the Secre- 


tary of the American Federation of 
Labor, in pursuance of the instruct- 
ions of the Minneapolis Convention; 
and, recognizing that a movement of 
this character, in order to be progres- 
sive and successful, must have, gen- 
eral active support and sympathy, 
regard the sentiments as conveyed in 
these replies as having a most im- 


portant bearing on this question, dnd 
have shaped our recommendations, ac- 
cordingly. 


We strongly commend the views 
expressed in the report of our worthy 
President to this convention. They 
convey forcibly the exact situation 
and its likely effect on the future of 
our movement. By a close adherence 
to the lines laid down therein much 
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hardship and distress may be averted 


by those organizations that are now 
contemplating action in this noble 
work. 

We believe the movement for a 


shorter workday to be one of the most 
important and beneficent measures of 
movement, and 
reation are absolutely essential to the 
moral and social advancement of the 
human race. Physical exhaustion 
is not conducive to healthy ideas or 
the desire for self-improvement, and 
it is difficult to inspire victims of long 
hours with the proper zeal for their 
own interests. 


the labor as rest rec- 


the reduction of the 
hours of labor as paramount to all 
other considerations, even to an in- 
crease in wages, except in such trades 
and callings, where the earnings are 
so meagre as to make it difficult to 
maintain a fair standard of living. 
3ut in those trades in which the de- 
velopment of machinery is making 
such wonderful strides, it 1s absolute- 
ly necessary that the hours of work be 
shortened, in order that the oppor- 
tunity for employment may be shared 
by all members. 


We regard 


Referring again to the views of the 
various international organizationg on 
this subject, we beg to endorse the 
prevailing sentiment that action in 
this matter must be based upon ef- 
fective education and preparation— 
education that will imbue in the minds 
and hearts of the workers a con- 
ception of the importanee of this 
great boon, and inspire them with the 
zeal that will make possible its early 
attainment. 


We therefore urge persistent agi- 
tation and effort to shorten the hours 


of labor in each trade, by such pro- 
cess aS may be most practicable in 
their respective interests. We are 
not in favor of universal aggressive 
action for the establishment of the 


eight-hour day, at this time, because 
there are trades and callings now 
working ten hours a day and in some 
instanees longer. Hence, we repeat 
that the agitacion to gradually reduce 
the hours of labor should be effect- 
ively maintained, and that organiza- 
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tions prepare for action hy the ac- 
cumulation of sufficient “unds in or- 
der that they can sustain contests 
in the event tiiat the effort is resiste? 
by employers. With the growing power 
of organized labor, we find the antago- 
nism of its enemies becoiming more 
pronounced and centered, and 
that they are arraying themselves 
against us with all the weapons that 
unscrupulous wealth and its influences 
can command. Labor’s success has 
been achieved at great sacrifice to the 
workers and its struggles have taught 
that to depend solely:on the right 
and justice of our contentions may 
mean victory long deferred, so let us 
prepare by further agitation and edu- 
eation, the accumulation of sufficient 
funds and what is of equal import- 
ance, the selection of such suitable 
time and opportunity as will favor 
the most immediate success, with the 
least degree of suffering and priva- 
tion. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. A. HAYES, Chairman. 
JAMES P. ARCHIBALD. 
JAS. H. HATCH. 
ISAAC COOMBE. 
Cc. D. WHEELER. 
MICHAEL COLBERT. 
FRANK J. KENNEDY. 
J. D. McKINLAY. 
J. H. WALKER. 
JAS A. REYNOLDS. 
GEO. L. BERRY. 
HERMAN LILIEN. 
RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG. 
HARRY BOSWORTH. 
JAMES WILSON, Secretary. 
On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous.. 
Delegate Perham in the chair. 
Delegate Flannery, Secretary of the 
Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies, read the following report: 
CITY CENTRAL BODIES. 
(Report of Executive Council.) 
Central Federated Union, New York. 


As per the instructions of the last 
convention communication was held 
with the Central Federated Union of 


New York, with a view of having that 
magnificient central body conform to 
the general policy and best interests 
international trade 
movement; at the same time 


of the union 
build- 
unity and 


solidarity in the local movement. 


ing up the best spirit of 


We beg to report that after con- 
siderable correspondence by President 
Gompers, it was finally agreed that a 
Executive i 
meet a committee of the New York 
Central Federated Union with such 
local, isolated or international unions 


committee of the Coun 


as were affected for the purpose 
endeavoring to bring about the best 
results to the local and general move- 
ment. Vice-Presidents Duncan and 
O’Connell and Secretary Morrison rep- 
resented the A. F. of L. 


¢ 


The conference lasted three days. 
Some agreements were reached and 
several decisions rendered, and all 
agreed to by the representatives of the 
A. F. of L., the C. F. U. and the other 
organizations interested. The full re- 
port thereof was published’ on pag: 
349-350 of the May issue of the Ameri- 
ean Federationist. 





These agreements 
and decisions were approved and en- 
dorsed by the entire Executive Council. 
As a result thereof a better and more 
fraternal spirit permeates the rank and 
file of the Central Federated Union of 
New York, and we look forward to a 
still further unification of all the forces 
of organized labor of that-metropolis 
to the attainment of which every assist- 
ance should be rendered. 


In connection with the city central 
bodies we can report that there is 
now a greater common polity and poli- 
cy pursued among our fellow workers 
throughout the continent All are 
realizing better now than ever before 
that the sole aim and purpose of the 
American Federation of Labor and its 
Executive Council in their course to- 
ward the central bodies is fo ‘be help- 
ful to them in every way within our 
power. 


We aim to give the central bodies 
the largest possible latitude for the 
determination of their local affairs, 
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but in order to obtain the greatest 
amount of efficiency in safeguarding 
and promoting the interests of labor 
in the several localities, some uniform 
course must be pursued, particularly 
in so far as the general principles and 
interests of labor and the labor move- 
ment are concerned. 
City Central—Columbus, O. 

For some time past a spirit mani- 
fested itself in the Columbus Trades 
and Labor Assembly to antagonize any 
essential feature for which the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor declared. No 
interference was attempted or con- 
templated with its course until there 
was a direct, flagrant violation of the 
American Federation of Labor decision, 
the constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the decision of the 
last convention. 

Complaint was made that the Co- 
lumbus central body had seated a dual 
and rival union composed of engineers 
and firemen working in the breweries, 
dual and rival to the bona fide unions 
of engineers and firemen chartered by 
the international unions of their re- 
spective trades. These complaints were 
brought to the attention of the Trades 
and Labor Assembly with a view to 
their rectification. Instead of comply- 
ing with the law and decision as re- 
quested, the entire subject was per- 
emptorily “laid upon the table.’”’” The 
central bod'y was again advised that 
compliance was requested and that for 
a failure to so comply, its charter 
would be revoked. This, too, was 
treated in a similar manner. 

We desire to call your attention to 
the decision of the last convention, and 
which formed the basis of instructions 
to your Executive Council. They.are 
as follows: 

“It shall be the duty of the 
cutive Council of the Federation and 
all national, international, state, city 
central and local unions affiliated ,to 
the American Federation of Labor to 
exert every influence and power at 
their command to make the above 
decision operative and effective.” 

The committee made the following 
recommendation: 

The committee concurs in the report, 
and recommends that the part referring 
to a uniform law governing Central 


Ex- 
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Bodies be referred to the Committee 
on Law, to report back to this con- 
vention. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

The law upon this subject is found 
in Article II, Section 1, which reads 
as follows: 

“No Central Labor: Union or any other 
central body of delegates shall admit 
to or retain in their councils delegates 
from any local organization that owes 
its allegiance to any other body, na- 
tional or international, hostile to any 
affiliated organization or that has been 
suspended or expelled by, or not con- 
nected with, a national or international 
organization of their trade herein af- 
filiated, under penalty of having their 
charter revoked for violation of their 
charter, subject to appeal to the next 
convention.” 

We desire to quote further the fur- 
ther instructions of the last conven- 
tion: 

“The Executive Council is instructed 
to rigidly enforce the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor, gov- 
erning the action of central bodies 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Any central body fail- 
ing to comply with the laws shall have 
its charter revoked.” 

Finding the Columbus Trades and 
Labor Assembly in no mood to in any 
way conform to the laws or the de- 
cisions of the American Federation of 
Labor, we could find no alternative 
but to apply the penalty the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor provided, and 
whose purpose you instructed the Ex- 
ecutive Council to enforce. The char- 
ter of the Columbus, O., Trades and 
Labor Asembly was therefore, revoked 
and a new central body formed under 
the name and title of “The Columbus 
Federation of Labor.” The Columbus 
Federation of Labor is composed of a 
number of unions formerly part of 
the old Trades and Labor Assembly, 
and a number of other unions which 
formerly refused to become part of 
that body for several reasons, among 
which are some of the causes enumer- 
ated above. 

We were quite convinced that no 
other course than the one we pursued 
in the premises was at all possible, 
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consistent with the best interests of 
labor of Columbus, and of the entire 
country. 


The committee read the following re- 
port: Your committee concurs in the 
report of the Executive Council in rela- 
tion to Columbus Central Body, and 
recommends that like action be taken 
in all similar cases, whether local, cen- 
tral, national or international bodies. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in, 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Huddel, 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


LOCAL STRIKES. 
(Report of Executive Council) 


During the year a number of appli- 
cations have been made by directly af- 
filiated local unions for assistance in 
cases of strikes and lockouts, When- 
ever such organizations have been en- 
titled to financial assistance, under the 
provisions of Article XIII of the Con- 
stitution, it has been promptly extended 
to them. In many cases the officers of 
these local unions have totally misun- 
derstood the provisions of Article XIII 
and heve, therefore.felt aggrieved when 
they were advised that the members 
in their organizations would not be en- 
titled to any benefits from the defense 
fund. So as to help, as far as possible, 
in avoiding any such misapprehension 
and misinterpretation of the laws of the 
Federation. a circular letter was issued, 
embodying Article X1II and calling spe- 
cial attention to its provisions. This let- 
ter was sent to the secretary of every 
directly affiliated local union. The Ex- 
ecutive Council is always desirous of 
dealing with the directly affiliated local 
unions as generously as_ permissible 
under the law as laid down in Article 
XITI. 


Benefits from the defense fund to 
directly affiliated local unions were 
paid to the sum of $10,789.78. 


For the information of the unin- 
formed only, we desire to state that 
these amounts are wholly apart from 
payments by assessments, payments 
of benefits by internationals or from 
the proceeds of appeals for voluntary 
contributions to aid workmen en- 


gaged in trade disputes. 


The committee recommended that 
the report of the Executive Council be 
concurred in. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in 


Resolution No. 123—By Delegate A. 
M. Huddell, of Boston C. L. U. 


WHEREAS, There are several Local 
Unions in the city of Boston connect- 
ed with their International Unions, 
are not affiiliated with the Boston 
Central Union, therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the secretary of 
the A. F. of L., upon the receipt of 
the names of the International Un- 
ions from the secretary of the Bos- 
ton and all other city Central La- 
bor Unions, which unions are not 
affiliated, immediately write the or- 
ganizations to have their locals af- 
filiated with their central bodies. 


The committee concurred in the 
resolution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. On motion of Dele- 
gate Mahoney the report was amend- 
ed by adding after the word “Boston” 
“and all other city.” 


The report of the committee, as 
amended, was then adopted. 


The committee concurred in Re- 
solution No. 135 when amended to 
read as follows: - 


Resolution No. 135—By Delegate 
John H. Brinkman, of Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, There is a Central body 
in the city of Brooklyn, State of New 
York, of an independent character and 
unaffiliated to the American Federation 
of Labor and 


WHEREAS, There are many local 
unions in affiliation with International 
or National bodies allied with the 
American Federation of Wabor who 
are represented in this dual organi- 
zation contrary to the laws of the 
Federation and by said affiliation con- 
stitute a menace to the regularly char- 
tered Central Labor Union of the same 
city by seating, giving aid and com- 
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fort to seceding bodies and illegitimate 
organizations of every character to 
the detriment of the labor movement 
of the city of Brooklyn, New York, 
and organized labor in general; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, By the twenty-seventh 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor that the Execu- 
tive Council ascertain what bona fide 
local unions are affiliated with this 
dual Central organization and request 
of their National or International 
Unions that they compel their constit- 
uent locals to withdraw’ therefrom 
and become affiliated with the duly 
chartered and legitimate Central Labor 
Union of Brooklyn, New York. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Sullivan (D.), Conroy, DeVeaux 
and Flannery. 


On motion of Delegate Conroy, the 
word “request” was substituted for 
the word “demand” in the resolution. 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—Does that 
carry with it the revocation of the 
charter if they do not obey? 


Delegate Flannery, Secretary of the 
Committee—It carries with it no 
penalty, because the last resolution 
has been stricken out. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of Resolution No. 160 when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 160—By Delegate’ 
Harry DeVeaux, Actors’ National Pro- 
tective Union: 


WHEREAS, The American Labor 
movement as recognized by its affilia- - 
tion with the American Federation cf 
Labor organizes the various Interna- 
tional, Local and Federated ‘Trades 
Unions, State Federation Bodies, and 
Local City Central Bodies, duly char- 
tered and all recognizing the solidarity 
of the labor movement and imbued 
with the principles of mutual protec- 
tion, and 


WHEREAS, The various indepen- 


PROCEEDINGS 


dent United Hebrew Trades through- 
out the United States are interfering 
with the progress of the various as- 
sociated and affiliated unions and are 
going to the extreme by  offer- 
ing to supply their members in places 
where members of the A. F of L. 
Unions are forced into a trade dispute, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That all _ affiliated 
bodies with the A. F. of L. shall with- 
draw from all such United Hebrew 
Trades within 60 days after the ad- 
journment of this Convention. 


A motion was made and seconded 


that the report of the committee be 
concurred in, 


The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate DeVeaux, who of- 
fered as substitute for the report of 
the committee the following: 

WHEREAS, The American Labor 


Movement as recognized by its af- 
filiation with the American Federation 


of Labor organizes the various In- 
ternational, Local and Federated 
Trades Unions, State Federation 


Bodies, and Local City Central Bodies, 
duly chartered and all recognizing the 
solidarity of the labor movement and 
imbued with the principles of mutual 
protection, and 

WHEREAS, We believe it is unwise 
for the different crafts to organize into 
sections, or central bodies designated 
by titles showing race or class dis- 
tinction; that such actions interfere 
with the solidarity of the labor move- 
ment, that it is not the intent or pur- 
pose of the American Federation of 
Labor to legislate on race or class 
lines, that the movement under its 
banner shall receive consideration on 
an equal basis, the language, nation- 
ality or race not entering into any of 
its deliberations, or legislative func- 
tions, at either the National Conven- 
tions, State Conventions, Local Cen- 
tral Bodies or Local Trade Unions, 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor is International in its 
character, in its complexion, seeks to 
concentrate all of its efforts for the best 
interests of the wage workers, and 
the naming of the United Hebrew 
Trades might be construed to be class 
destinction, and 

WHERBAS, The various independ- 
ent Hebrew Trades throughout the 
Jnited States are interfering with the 
progress of the various associated and 
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affiliated Unions and are going to the 
extreme by offering to supply 
their members in places where mem- 
bers of the A. F. of L. unions are 
forced into a trade dispute, be it 
RESOLVED, That all. affiiliated 
bodies with the A. F. of L. shall 
withdraw from all such Hebrew 
Trades within 60 days after the ad- 
journment of this convention. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the substitute be adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Rosenberg, Holzsager, Robinson 
(Herman), Landers, Klapetzky, 
Sheehan and Holland. 

Delegate Flannery moved that the 
entire subject matter, the resolution 
and the substitute, be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. ‘ 

Resolution No. 148—By Delegate Her- 
mon Robinson, Retail Clerks’ Interna- 
tional Association: 


WHEREAS, There exists in the bor- 
ough of Manhattan, of the city of New 
York, a so-called central labor body, 
which purports to be interested in the 
welfare of trade unionism; and 

WHEREAS, Said body, not being a 
chartered representative one, and con- 
sists of independent, dual and a few 
local unions whos2 internationals are 
affiliated with the A, F. of L., and 

WHEREAS, The said illegal labor 
body has on several occasions inter- 
fered with the harmonious workings 
between locals of international unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L., and their 
respective officers, thereby causing un- 
necessary international strife; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this convention that local unions affil- 
iaetd wih the Union Hebrew Trades 
Council, whose parent bodies are affil- 
iated with the A. F. of L., be instruct- 
ed by their respective international 
unions to withdiaw from the said 
United Hebrew Trades Council and the 
Executive Council be instructed to no- 
tify all international unions to that ef- 
fect. 

The committee concurred in the res- 
olution and recommended that it be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council for ac- 
tion, 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 153—By Delegate J. 
P. Holland for the New York Central 
Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, The Central Federation 
Union of Greater New York and vicin- 
ity has, in obedience to the decision 
of the Minneapolis Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, expell- 
ed all such unions who were not. and 
who refused to aftiliate with, the Na- 
tional or International Union of their 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, Th:-se unions so expelled 
were Building Trade Unions and were 
connected with rival and antagonistic 
Central bodies at Greater New York, 
and 

WHEREAS, Local unions of National 
and International Unions chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor 
while affiliated with the Central Fed- 
erated Union of Greater New York and 
vicinity continue to sit with and sup- 
port these expelled unions, be it 

RESOLVED. That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at Norfolk, 
Va., instruct and direct all National 
and International Unions whose local 
unions are represented in rival and an- 
tagonistic Central bodies to withdraw 
therefrom at once and affiliate with the 
Building Trades Auxiliary now being 
organized. 

The committee 2oncurred in the reso- 
lution 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

The committee announced that Reso- 
lutions Nos. 157 and 158, by Delegate 
J. P. Holand, of the Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and vicin- 
ity, had been withdrawn by the intro- 
ducer as the subject matter was cov- 
ered by a resolution already acted upon. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Delegate Flannery—That completes 
the report of the committee, which is 
signed by 

P. F. DUFFY, Chairman, 
P. J. FLANNERY, Secretary, 
J. H. BRADLEY, 
F. J. MANNING, 
T. C. HUMPHREY, 
J. P. HOLLAND, 
T. A, REARDON, * 
FF. X. NOSCHANG. 
THOS, H. FLYNN, 
JOHN T. BUTLER, 
C. A. NELSON, 
M. A. McMAHON, 
A. F. LEIBIG, 
J. T. CARBY. 
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On motion the report of the commit- 
tee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Delegate Hart asked the unanimous 
consent of the convention to the intro- 
duction of a resolution. No objection 
being offered, the following resolution 
was introduced: 


Resolution No. 186—By Delegate Lee 
M. Hart, Theatrical Stage Employes 
International Alliance. 


WHEREAS, The Actors’ National 
Protective Union finds it difficult to 
thoroughly organize their trade by rea- 
son of obstacles peculiar to their trade 
over which they have no control, 


It is hereby recommended by the 
27th Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that other or- 
ganizations operating in the amuse- 
ment enterprises such as theaters, etc., 
give special consideration to the pos- 
sibility of giving aid to the Actors’ Na- 
tional Protective Union in so far as 
it is possible and consistent with the 
interests and law of such other organ- 
izations. 


Referred to the Committee on Organ- 
ization. 

Delegate McKee, 
Committee on 
follows: 


Secretary of the 
Boycotts, reported as 


The committee recommends the the 
adoption of Resolution No. 184, when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 184—By Delegates 
Thomas. F. Tracy, George R. French, 
J. Mahlon Barnes, John T. Smith, 
Sampel, Gompers, Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The firm of Rosenthal: 


Brothers, cigar manufacturers of the 
City of New York, reduced the wages 
of the men in their employ thirty per 
cent and have persistently refused to 
rescind this reduction, thereby causing 
three hundred and fifty of their em- 
ployes to go on strike since January, 
1906. 

WHEREAS, It has been stated by 
other manufacturers that if the firm 
of Rosenthal Brothers are successful 
in their fight against the organization 
that they will also introduce cheap 
labor. 

WHEREAS, This firm has now 
opened another factory in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, where they employ 
child labor at starvation wages, there- 


by depriving them of an opportunity 
of securing an education, dwarfing 
their intellect and stunting their 
growth, thereby rendering them unfit 
to fight the battle of life. 





RESOLVED, That as the firm of 
Rosenthal Brothers are on the “un- 
fair’ list of the American Federation 
of Labor, it is the bounden duty of 
all members of organized labor under 
the jurisdiction of the A. F. of L. to 
shun the product of this firm as they 
would pestilence, and the delegates 
are requested to distribute the cards 
bearing the brands of cigars manufac- 
tured by this firm in their various 
localities when they return home, and 
to render all other assistance they pos- 
sibly can in order to compel this firm 
to pay living wages. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 185—By Delegate Con- 
roy, of St. Louis Trades and Labor 
Council: 


WHEREAS, the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany, of Missouri and Kansas, a pub- 
lic utilities corporation depending on 
the municipalities in which it does 
business for its patronage, has given 
the printing of its telephone directory 
of the City of St. Louis to the National 
Telephone Directory Company, which 
Company, having no plant of its own, 
has given the work to the notoriously 
non-union firm of R. R. Donnelly & 
Co., of Chicago; and 

WHEREAS, the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany was urged and respectfully re- 
quested by representatives of the print- 
ing trades, not to give its work to the 
Donnelly Company on account of its 
attitude to organized labor, and to 
have its printing done as heretofore 
in the city where it depended for its 
patronage, or in a union plant if taken 
outside of the city; therefore 

RESOLVED, By the Allied Printing 
Trades Council of St. Louis, that the 
American Federation of Labor be re- 
quested to pass resolutions condemn- 
ing the action of the company in not 
giving its work to a union house, and 
that it requests all labor organizations 
and their friends in Missouri and Kan- 
sas, and adjacent States patronizing 
the Bell Telephone Company of Mis- 


* souri, to discontinue their patronage, 


and the use of the Bell Telephone. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Delegate McKee—That completes the 
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report of the committee, which is 
signed by the committee. 
JAMES M. LYNCH, Chairman. 
R. A. McKEE, Secretary, 
JAMES B. CONROY, 
W.. A. ENGLE, 
THOMAS J. DUFFY, 
WILLIAM TATEMAN, 
A. BABLITZ, 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
JOHN M. MAHONEY, 
FRANK W, COTTERILL, 
JOHN BRADLEY, 
MICHAEL MULDOON, 
A. A. MYRUP, 
F. C. GENGENBACH, 
GEORGE G. GRIFFIN. 
On motion the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended was 
adopted. 


Delegate Perham, for the Special 
Committee on American Federationist, 
reported as follows: 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
Your Special Committee on Ameri- 
can Federationist Extension begs 
leave to report as follows: 

Your committee is in favor of even- 
tually furnishing each member of every 
affiliated organization with the Ameri- 
can Federationist, provided, a practical 
method of defraying the cost thereof 
can be devised. 

Recognizing the financial difficulties 
in the problem on account of the many 
assessments that must of necessity 
be made for protective purposes and 
other matters of vital importance, your 
Committee submits the following rec- 
Oommendation as a gradual method of 
increasing the circulation of the pub- 
lication and thereby advancing the 
cause of labor. 

1. Taking into consideration the fact 
that a large amount of official matter, 
financial reports, etc., of interest to 
all affiliated bodies appears monthly in 
the American Federationist as well as 
the list of individuals and firms that 
are unfriendly to organized labor, your 
Committee recommends that the publi- 
eation be declared a part of the regu- 
lar supplies to be paid for at regular 
subscription rates by all federal labor 


unions and local unions directly af- 
fillated with the American Federation 
of Labor, also State Federations and 
City Central Bodies. Failing to comply 
with the foregoing such organizations 
to be stricken from the regular mailing 
list. 

2. That the national and interna- 
tionla organizations affiliated be re- 
quested to advise their locals and other 
subdivisions that each one should send 
at least one subscription to the Ameri- 
can Federationist in order that the or- 
ganization may keep itself informed 
as to the general labor movement 


3. That all paid organizers repre- 
senting the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to make it part of 
their duty to mention the American 
Federationist at every meeting they 
attend and forward its interests to the 
best of their ability. 

4. That circulars should be sent out 
at intervals to as many affiliated or- 
ganizations as possible, extolling the 
virtues of the American Federationist, 
thereby stimulating and maintaining 
interest in the most important of all 
labor publications 


5. That the proper officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be em- 
powered to take such action as may 
seem best to them to advance the 
interests and increase the circulation 
of the American Federationist. 


Your Committee in making these 
recommendations believes that if they 
are carried out with the vim and 
energy that is usually Behind other 
publications that exist only for the 
profit they bring, that our publication 
could be made the leading exponent of 
trade unionist thought and endeavor, 
throughout the civilized world. 

All of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

H. B. PERHAM, Chairman, 
LLEWELYN LEWIS, Sec’y. 
JOHN A. VOLL, 

P. F. McCARTHY, ° 

J. C. COLGAN, 

Ss. G. FOSDICK, 

JAMES J. NUGENT, 
MARTIN LAWLOR, 

JAMES WHITEHEAD, 

S. M. MOORE. 
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A motion was made 
that the report of the 
concurred in. 


and seconded 
committee be 


The question was discussed by 
Delegates Conroy, Perham and Secre- 
tary Morrison. 


Secretary Morrison moved that that 
part of the report which refers to Fed- 
eral Labor Unions, City Central Bodies 
and State Federations paying for sub- 
scriptions to the American Federation- 
ist be referred to the Law Committee. 


The motion was seconded by 
gate Perham and carried. 


Dele- 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Robinson (Hugh). 


The report of the committee, as 
amended, was then adopted. 

Delegate MacArthur, Secretary of 
the Committee on Labels, reported as 
follows: 


To the Twenty-Seventh Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 


Fellow-Delegates: 


Your Committee on Labels reports 
as follows: 


Resolution No. 7+-By Delegates 
Henry Fischer and A. McAndrews, To- 
bacco Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union 
represents tobacco made under fair 
union conditions, by union men; and 


WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers, 
label is the only proof of the same, 
as ,it distinguishes union from non- 
union and trust made tobacco; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention assem- 
bled in Norfolk, Va., re-endorse the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be, and is hereby 
requested, to demand the blue label 
upon all tobacco and cigarettes he may 
purchase, thereby showing his loyalty 
to the cause of unionism in a substan- 
tial manner. 


Concurred in by the committee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 42—By Delegate 
George Allen, Trades Assembly, Den- 
ver, Colorado: 


WHEREAS, It is recognized that the 
union label is one of the most potent 
weapons in the hands of trades union- 
ists, and that a consistent demand for 
the union labels of all crafts will go 
far to remedy that lack of solidarity 
and fraternalism which exists among 
trades unionists, as manifested by the 
fact that many members of organized 
labor are indifferent or careless in the 
matter of purchasing union-made 
goods, thereby failing to avail them- 
selves of their most powerful weapon, 
the combined purchasing power of 
trades unionists; and 


WHEREAS, It is the further belief 
that the individual efforts of trades 
unions to advance the interests and 
use of their own labels has not met 
with the success that worthy cause 
merits; and 

WHEREAS, The organization of 
label leagues composed of delegates 
from all labor unions, and organized 
on the lines of central bodies, as il- 
lustrated by Union Label League No. 
1, of Denver, Colo., and followed by 


Union Label League No. 2, Pueblo, 
Colo.; No, 8, Salt Lake City, Utah; 


No. 4, Winnipeg, Manitoba; No. 5, 
Kansas City, Mo.; No. 6, St. Louis, 
Mo., and No. 7, Minneapolis, Minn, 


has demonstrated it to be the most 
practical and beyond question the best 
plan yet devised and put in operation 
for the education of organized labor 
along label lines and the benefits to 
be derived therefrom; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, in Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention assembled, re- 
quests the Executive Council to in- 
struct the district and other organi- 
zers to secure the organization of such 
label leagues in all cities where sub- 
ordinate unions exist. 


Concurred in, 
committee. 


as amended, by the 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee he 
concurred in. 


The motion was discussed by Dele- 
gate Brinkman, 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Delegate Agnes Nestor in the chair. 
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Resolution No. 44—By Delegate 
Annie Fitzgerald, Women’s Interna- 
tional Label League: 


The history of the organized labor 
movement presents no grander ex- 
ample of self-sacrifice and unstinted 
devotion to the cause of labor than 
that presented by the efforts of the 
women voluntarily organized under 
the banner of the Women’s Interna- 
tional Union Label League. As the 
purchasing agent of the family, thus 
necessarily handling the greater por- 
tion of the income, her influence in 
assisting our friends and punishing 
our enemies is of great importance, 
and should not be under-estimated. 
One determined woman insisting upon 
goods made under union conditions 
wields more influence and has more 
effect than a lodge full of men who 
seldom see the grocer or the baker, 
ete. Hence it becomes of vital im- 
portance that the organized labor 
movement encourage the locals of the 
Women’s Union Label League now in 
existence, and to do what it can to 
organize such locals where none ex- 
ist. 


The good to be accomplished must 
be apparent to the most superficial 
observer. When women combine and 
devote their time, money and energy 
to the advancement of the organized 
labor movement in general and the 
union label in particular, it can but 
meet the praise, as it should receive 
the active support of all. Education, 
agitation and organization is the life- 
blood of the organized labor move- 
ment. Without combining our forces 
and efforts, we are powerless; hence 
all locals should be concentrated and 
properly affiliated instead of divided; 
and since from time to time local or- 
ganizations form leagues which prefer 
to remain aloof from the Women’s In- 
ternational Union Labe! League for 
likely the same reason tnat indepen- 
dent locals refuse to join the National 
body of their trade recognized by the 
American. Federation of Labor, thus 
often causing dissension and disor- 
ganization. Therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
convention assembled that all local in- 
dependent Women’s Label Leagues 
should affiliate with the Women’s In- 
ternational Union Label League. We 
further advise and urge all paid and 
voluntary organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor and its affiliated 
and friendly unions to use their moral 
influence and give their generous sup- 


port to the effort to bring about af- 
filiation and concentration of organi- 
zation and united effort among the 
women trade union label advocates of 
our country, and to this end we 
heartily re-endorse and commend the 
Women’s International Union Label 
League. 


Concurred in by the committee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 68—By International 
Typographical Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, It appearing from prac- 
tical demonstration that there is a 
great dearth of information concern- 
ing the labels used by the various 
labor unions of the’ United States, 
and that this is due to a lack of pub- 
licity, be it 


RESOLVED, That in order to fa- 
miliarize the membership of organized 
labor with the union labels endorsed 
by the American Federation of Labor, 
recommend that the label unions set 
apart an appropriation for the purpose 
of having continuously printed, in the 
labor press, the labels of the said 
unions, 


Concurred in, as amended, by the 
committee. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. The motion was carried. 


The committee having considered 
the various matters referred to it from 
the report of the Execttive Council, 
reports thereon as follows: 


On the subject of “Union Label 
Directories’ the committee commends 
the action of the affiliated central labor 
unions in publishing union labe! di- 
rectories and recommends that method 
of advertising union labeled products 
be continued. 


On motion the report of the come- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Concerning that part of the Executive 


* Council’s report published under the 


caption “Uniform Design of All Union 
Labels,’ the committee finds no evi- 
dence justifying a change from the 
present method of. union-label propa- 
ganda under the initiative and control 
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of the respective international unions. 


In a matter of such importance, in- 
volving large financial considerations 
aud affecting what may be termed the 
“vested interests’ of those unions 
which have already expended large 
sums of money and a great deat of 
time and labor in the dissemination 
of their labels, nothing short of a prac. 
tically unanimous approval upon the 
part of these unions would warrant 
the American Federation of Labor in 
recommending a change to the so-called 
“universal label.” 


That unanimous approval, or any ap- 
proach thereto, has not been reached is 
clearly demonstrated by the replies 
made on the subject by the unions di- 
rectly affected, as quoted in the report 
of the Executive Council, Of the thirty- 
three unions replying only eleven favor 
the suggested change to a “universal 
label.’’ Only one-half of the label or- 
ganizations made any reply at all to 
the request of the Federation for an 
expression of sentiment on the ques- 
tion. Th we are compelled to 
assume that only one-sixth of the label 
unions favor the suggested change; at 
any rate, only that proportion has so 
expressed itself, 


From the foregoing it appears conclu- 
sively that the label organizations are 
practically unanimous in opposition to 
the suggested change from the present 
System of separate craft labels to the 
proposed plan of “universal label.’ 


The committee believes that the label 
unions are in the nature of things the 
best judges in the matter; it is they 
who are most immediately affected, who 
defray the cost of advertising and dis- 
seminating the union label and who 
stand to benefit chiefly in proportion 
as the union label campaign is wisely 
conducted, On the other hand, it is they 
who stand to be most seriously affected 
by any unwise change of policy. 


Apart from these reasons giving force 
and weight to the judgment of the label 
unions, there are reasons inherent to 
the nature of the union label which in- 
dicate to the committee the wisdom 
and necessity of adhering, at least for 
the present, to the existing method of 
label propaganda. The labels now in, 
use are distinctive of the respective 
crafts which they represent and there- 
fore serve to arouse and maintain in- 
trest on the part of those who use, as 
well as those who produce, the respec- 
tive articles. In many instances the 
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union label is attached to articles of 
limited sale, as distinguished from those 
articles of general consumption. To the 
users of, these articles of limited sale 
the union label carries a special sig- 


‘nificance, which would be lost in event 


of the adoption of a label having a 
general rather than a special signifi- 
cance. 


In other words, the theory upon which 
the suggestion of a ‘universal label’ 
rests, namely, that interest can be bet- 
ter aroused by an appea! to the general 
welfare than by an appeal to personal 
or craft interests, is contrary to com- 
mon observation, as expressed by the 
maxim, ‘‘What is everybody’s business 
is nobody’s business.”’ 


The committee believes that the pres- 
ent system of craft labels, by appealing 
directly to the members of the respec- 
tice crafts, to their friends and to the 
consumers and users of the particular 
articles, is best calculated to serve the 
purpose for which the union label is 
designed by creating so many centers 
of active, personal interest, from which 
the union label sentiment may radiate 
until it embraces all classes of the peo- 
ple. In proportion as the latter condi- 
tion is brought about the suggestion 
of a ‘‘universal label’ will become a 
practical one. In the existing circum- 
stances, it is distinctly premature, 


Touching the statement that the large 
number of labels already endorsed by 
the American Federation to Labor leads 
to confusion, the committee believes 
that the difficulty lies not so much in 
the multiplicity of labels as in the 
failure to exercise due care and dili- 
gence in the demand for the label, Con- 
fusion, so far as it actually exists, is 
due in many, if not most instances, to 
the indifference and neglect of the pur- 
chaser in the matter of demanding the 
union label on the articles which he or 
she purchases. The committee regrets 
to say that in its judgment this obser- 
vation applies with as much, and in a 
sense with more force to the members 
of the labor movement tl an to the pub- 
lic at large. Such confusion as now 
exists may be removed in but one way, 
namely, by a determination upon the 
part of the individual purchaser to de- 
mand and insist upon receiving the 
label of the craft whose products are 
being purchased. The committee deems 
it unlikely that the purchaser who does 
not now take care to inform himself or 
herself concerning the character and 
appearance of the respective union 
labels would be any more diligent in 
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that respect were the distinctive craft 
labels substituted by a so-called ‘‘uni- 
versal label.” 

Other objections to the plan of a “uni- 
versal label’? occur to the committee, 
which need only be mentioned to be 
immediately apparent, A union label, to 
be effective, must be reasonably secure 
against imitation and counterfeiting. 
In order that alabel may be entitled to 
the protection of the law in these re- 
spects it must be the property of an 
organization having a particular in- 
terest in the product upon which the 
label appears. Further, the merging of 
the numerous .labels now in use into 
a single ‘universal label’? would in- 
volve the creation and maintenance of 
a large fund, to be disbursed by a cen- 
tral authority, presumably the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, which step, 
if possible at all, would involve a wide 
departure from the established policy 
and character of the Federation, the 
result of which would probably be 
harmful to both affiliated unions and 
the Federation itself, 

For the foregoing reasons the com- 
mittee recommends and urges that all 
trade-unionists and their friends de- 
mand and insist upon receiving th3 
unions labels of the respective crafts 
when making purchases of any and all 
kinds, 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Resolution No. 82—By Delegate But- 
terworth, of the Brick, Tile and Terra 
Cotta Workers’ Alliance: 


WHEREAS, A universal label for all 
organized labor would increase the 
sales of union made goods, because such 
a label would be more easily recogniz- 
ed than the numerous labels now in 
use; therefore be it 

RESCLVED, That the twenty-sev- 
enth annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor endorse a uni- 
versal label, said iakel to be simple in 
design, in order that it may be suit- 
able for use on all products and easily 
recognized. 


Committee recommends that no ac- 
tion be taken upon this resolution, the 
subject matter being covered by the 
foregoing. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


On the subject of ‘Union Label Law 


Digest,” the committee recommends 
that correspondence be continued with 
the label unions and that the Execu- 
tive Council be authorized to proceed 
with the compilation of the proposed 
digest when in its judgment a suffi- 
cient number of organizations have ex- 
pressed a willingness to co-operate in 
that work. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in, 


Touching the question of ‘Advertis- 
ing Union Label Products” the commit- 
tee after carefully considering the va- 
rious proposals, submitted to the Exec- 
utive Council by President Gompers, 
believes that the matter is of such 
a nature as to require submission to 
the crganizations immediately concern- 
ed. The committee accordingly recom- 
mends such action, 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegate M. 


Holzsager, United Cloth, Hat and Cap 
Makers: 


WHEREAS, The present system of 
label agitation as conducted by the in- 
dividual unions does not seem to bring 
about the desired results for the unions 
having labels, regardless of the enor- 
mous expense incurred by the respec- 
tive organizations, and 

WHEREAS, It is impossible for an 
individual organization to reach the 
consuming public through agitation in 
various parts of the United States, and 

WHEREAS, Agitation, for union 
labels generally could be made effec- 
tive and beneficial by various organi- 
zations having labels; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, ‘That the convention 
authorize the delegates representing or- 
ganizations having union labels to con- 
fer with the Committee on Labels with 
a view of adopting some system for 
labsl agitation that would be beneficial 
to all organizations in the advocacy of 
the union label. 


Committee recommends that no ac- 
tion be taken upon this resolution, the 
subject matter being covered by the 
foregoing. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Reporting upon that part of Presi- 
dent Gompers’ report which was re- 
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ferred to the Committee on Labels, 
under the captain ‘‘Progress of Union 
Labor Work,” the Committee com- 
mends the views therein expressed: and 
reports favorably upon the recommen- 
dations made, namely, that authority 
be granted for the free distribution 
to the central bodies and local unions 
of the union-label bulletins now at 
headquarters; also that all interna- 
tional unions, city central bodies and 
local unions inaugurate an. effective 
campaign for the union label. 


On motion 
mittee 


the report of the com- 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 48, by Delegate 
George Allen, Trades Assembly, Den- 


ver, Colo., was withdrawn by ihe 
author. 
There being no objection, the re- 


solution was withdrawn. 


Treasurer Lennon—I desire to offer 
a resolution as an addition to the re- 
port of the committee, and move its 
adoption. 


RESOLVED, That the President of 
the A. F. of L. be authorized to call 
a conference of five members con- 
sisting of one person from each. of 
five Label Organizations to meet in 
Washington, D. C., as soon as prac- 
ticable in conjunction with the Pres- 
ident, devise ways and means to best 
promote the advancement of the use 
of and demand for Union Label pro- 
ducts, and the publishing of a Label 
Law digest. 


The motion to adopt the resolution 
offeded by Delegate Lennon was car- 
ried. 


In conclusion the committee recom- 
mends all union labels, buttons and 
shop cards now’ recognized by the 
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American Federation of Labor be en- 
dorsed by this convention. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in, 


Delegate MacArthur—aAll of which 
is respectfully submitted and signed 
by the committee. 


JOHN A. MOFFITT, Chm. 

WALTER MacARTHUR, 
Secretary. 

T. A. RICKERT, 

J. M, BARNES, 

GEORGE ALLEN, 

JOHN WEBER, 

JACOB FISCHER, 

HENRY FISHER, 

JOHN D. DULLEA, 

A. B. LOEBENBERG, 

JOHN J. MANNING, 

MAX S. HAYES. 

CHAS. F. GEBELEIN, 

T. L. LANTZ. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Secretary Morrison read a com- 
munication from Delegate J. L. Ro- 
dier, in which the fraternal delegates 
and delegates to the convention were 
urged to attend a meeting of the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of Washington on 
the evening of the 26th, and to par- 
ticipate in the union demonstration 
in protest against the attempted dis- 
ruption of the Building Trades Unions 
in the District of Columbia. 


President Gompers urged all of the 
delegates who could possibly do so to 
attend the meeting in Washington. 


On motion of Delegate Brinkman 
the invitation was accepted for all 
who could attend. 


The convention was then adjourned 
to 2 p. m. 


o 
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ELEVENTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention wag called to order 
at 2 p. m., Friday, November 22nd, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES—Kline, Dougherty, 
(W. J.), Mockler, Loebenberg, Cable, 
Winn, Kellington, Bechtold, Winters, 
Lawlor, Sullivan (D. H.), Valentine, 
Carroll, Weber, Miller, Lucas, Sheret, 
Schwarz, Starr, Goltra, Calhoun, 
Quick (L. WW.) Mahon CW. 
D.), Furuseth, Powell (G.), Entenza 
Peete, Langston, Iglesias, Lee (C. H.), 
Mahoney (M.), Virella, Frank, Leigh- 


ton, Richards, Hayes (Max.), Johns,. 


Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, Costello, 
Welch, Petry, Piggott, Bowerman, 
Bogasse, Clinton, Dunkel, Snyder, Lo- 
pez, Hausen, Vaughan, Rizzle, Scott 
(J. F.), Justice, Roe, Behen, Canty, 
Becerril, Thompson, Edwards, Beatty, 
Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, Grant, 
Curtis, Freedman, Conley. 


Delegate Ireland, Secretary of the 
Committee on Law, reported as fol- 
lows: 
recommends’ the 
In place of Section 7 of 
Article IX insert: ‘“‘the remuneration 
for loss of time by members of the 
Executive Council, organizers or 
speakers engaged -by them, shall be 
$5.00 per day, $3.00 per day hotel 
expenses, and actual railroad fare.” 


Your committee 
following: 


Delegate Ireland moved the adopt- 
ion of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded) 


The question was discussed by De- 
legate Ireland, Vice-President Mor- 
ris, Delegates Lynch and Bradley. 


Vice-President Morris moved _ to 
amend the report of the committee by 
striking out ‘$3.00,’ and allowed the 
section to remain as it is in regard 
to hotel bills. 


The committee accepted the amend- 
ment. 


The report of the committee, as am- 
ended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 52—By Delegate 


J. H. Walker, Mine Workers: 


RESOLVED. That in acting on ju- 
risdiction disputes where bona fide 
labor organizations are involved only 
a conciliatory and advisory policy be 
pursued by this organization, and that 
final action of the question be left 
entirely in the hands of the contend- 
ing unions. also, that, whether or not 
the contending parties agree, it shall 
in no way affect their eligibility tor 
affiliation with this organization. 


Non-concurred in by committee. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee made the following 
recommendation on the matter re- 
ferred to it during the report of the 
Special Committee on ‘“‘American Fed- 
erationist.” 


That Section 3 of Article VII be 
amended by inserting after the word 
“body,” the words “upon receipt of 
the regular subscription pyice.”’ 


In reply to a question as to whether 
the report of the committee would 
prevent sending free copies of the 
“American Federationist’” to reading- 
rooms maintained by labor organiza- 
tions, Treasurer Lennon replied that 
it had no bearing on that question. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


. 
The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Barnes ((J. M.). 


The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was lost. 


The committee offered the follow- 
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ing recommendation: That Section 
1 of Article III be amended by strik- 
ing out all after the word “‘Novem- 
ber,’’ and inserting the following: 


The city in which the annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be held shall be designat- 
ed by the Executive Council from the 
three cities receiving the highest num- 


ber of votes at the previous conven- 
tion. 
The Executive Council shall, after 


careful investigation as to all neces- 
sary facilities for the holding of a 
convention, designate on or before July 
ist of each year which of the three 
cities nominated shall have the con- 
vention. 


Delegate Reynolds moved that the 
report of the committee be adopted. 
(Seconded). 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Feeley and Treasurer Lennon. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was lost. 


Delegate Ireland—This closes’ the 
Law Committee’s report, which is re- 
spectfully submitted, signed by the 


committee. 


JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman, 
A. E. IRELAND, Secretary, 
OWEN MILLER, 

J. C. SKEMP, 

Cc. L. SHAMP, 

DAVID J. DAVIS, 

WM. J. DUNLAP, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

WM. J. DOUGHERTY, 
STEPHEN J, FAY, 

J. P. MURPHY, 

HUGH FRAYNE, 

T. S. FARRELL, 

DANIEL WINTERS. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
convention Mayor Frecker of Tampa, 
Vlorida, who extended an invitation 
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to the American Federation of Labor 
to hold its next convention in Tampa, 
Fla. 


Vice-President Morris asked the 
unanimous consent of the convention to 
the introduction of a resolution and 
its immediate consideration. No objec- 
tion being offered, the following reso- 
lution was introduced: 


Resolution No. 187—By Delegate Max 
Morris, of Retail Clerks’ International 
Protective Association: 


WHERAS, The Labor Unions of Mon- 
tana have for the past three years been 
engaged in a struggle against the dual 
organization known as the I. W. W., 
which has been endeavoring to replace 
the American Federation of Labor and 
the National and International Unions 
affiliated therewith; and 

WHEREAS, Thropgh the untiring ef- 
forts of the Montana Federation of 
Labor the perpetuation of the Trades 
Union Movement as expressed through 
the A. F. of L. has been more firmly 
established than ever before through- 
out the State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, This fight between the 
Montana State Federation of Labor and 
the I. W. W. has almost depleted the 
treasury of the Montana Federation of 
Labor, as well as the treasuries of the 
Local Unions of the National and Inter- 
national Organizations in that State; 
and 

WHEREAS, For the past six months 
the Montana State Federation has been 
engaged in a struggle aiding the In- 
ternaional Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers in their efforts to secure from 
the Rocky Mountain Bell Telephone 
Co. recognition and living wages for 
its members; and 

WHEREAS, Injunctions have been 
issued by the Federal Courts against 
the State Federation, its officers and 
members, some of whom have been ad- 
judged in contempt of court and are at 
present in jail; and 

WHEREAS, The Bell Telephone Com- 
pany has entered damage suits against 
union men to the amount of $75,000; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention 
pledge to the Montana Federation of 
Labor their moral support-and urge 
organized labor in general to aid and 
assist our brothers in Montana in every 
way possible. 


Delegate Wilson—I object to the im- 
mediate consideration of the resolu- 
tion. 


The resolution was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions. 
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Delegate McEwen, Secretary of the 
Committee on State Organization re- 
ported as follows: 


Your Committee on State Organi- 
ition, having under consideration the 
improving the State Branches, begs 
leave to report that the attendance 
in this convention of 29 delegates rep- 
resenting State Federations of Labor, 

splendid evidence of the increasing 
activity of these organizations. 


is the opinion of your committee 
hat federations of labor in all the 
erritories under the juris- 
dietion of the American Federation 
of Labor should be encouraged and 
supported by the general labor move- 
ment. 


states and 


We hold that a state labor feder- 
ation is as essential to the success of 
the labor movement within a state, 


as is a national federation to the work- 


ers of a nation. 


A state federation of labor has, 
it least, three distinct functions to 
perform:—to seek state legislation 
favorable to labor; to aid in promot- 
ing the work of organization within its 
territory and to encourage education 
among the wage working classes. 


The efforts of the several. state 
branches in seeking the passage of 
laws regulating the employment of in- 
mates in penal institutions, bearing 
on compulsory education, adequate 
factory inspection, efficient employ- 
er’s liability and much other reme- 
lial legislation, speak emphatically of 
the necessity for active state orga- 
nizations.. 


The assistance rendered the general 
labor movement in the work of or- 
ganization by many of the state 
branches is a matter of exceeding 
gratification, and .we recommend that 
the officers of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor render to those state 
branches which are exerting them- 
selves in this direction such assist- 
ance as will tend to make their efforts 
more efficient. The employment of 
an organizer in any state for limited 
periods of time, during the busy seas- 
ons, with the A. F. of L., and the state 


branch dividing the expense, is offer- 
ed as a practical suggestion for the 
guidance of the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in giving aid 


io deserving State federations of La- 


We must not under-estimate the 
educational value of the 
of state 


conventions 
They offer to 
members of local unions in the num- 
rous cities of a state, opportunities 
for studying the philosophy of the la- 
bor movement not otherwise afforded. 
They are in a measure trade union 
schools, and thus become a potent 
factor in the general movement. 


branches. 





with pleasure the assurance 
given that an alliance between the 
American trade unions and the sev- 
eral organizations of farmers is im- 
minent, and we cheerfully recommend 
that state branches continue to cul- 
tivate the friendship and fellowship 
of the American Society of Equity, 
Farmers Industrial and Educational 
Union and kindred economic organi- 
zations of agriculturalists with a view 
of reciprocating in the purchase of 
each other’s products, and the seek- 
ing of legislation favorable to the in- 
terests of both. 


For the reasons herein enumerated 
we believe that every bona fide trade 
union should affiliate with the state 
branch in its respective state, and for 
fear the membership in the local un- 
ions may not fully appreciate the im- 
portance of state federations of labor 
we would recommend that the officers 
of the international unions be request- 
ed to issue a circular setting forth 
the advantages of state federations 
ind advising their local unions to af- 
filiate therewith. 


We would further recommend that 
the secretary of the A. F. of L. be 
directed to communicate with the of- 
ficers of international unions. ealling 
attention to the above recOMmenda- 
tion, and as an additional effective 
measure we would respectfully pro- 
pose the adoption of the following as 
a substitute for resolution No. 93 in- 
troduced by Delegate Kuemmerly of 
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the Illinois State Federation of Labor: 
—(See page 32 of the 4th day’s pro- 
ceedings. ) 


WHEREAS, Many local union do 
not affiliate with the State Federations 


of Labor within their respective 
states, and being fully cognizant of 


the value of such organizations to the 
labor movement in general, and be- 
lieving that the American Federation 
of Labor is capable of weilding much 
influence in strengthening state 
branches, it is hereby 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that a circular letter 
be issued by the secretary setting forth 
the advantages of state branches, and 
advising all local unions whether di- 
rectly connected with the A. F. of L., 
or through their International unions, 
to affiliate with their State Federat- 
ion of Labor at the earliest moment, 
and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the officers of 
each state branch desiring to receive 
the benefit of the distribution of said 
circular shall, upon the call of the 
secretary of the A. F. of L., furnish 
him with a list of local unions to 
which they wish said proposed cir- 
culars sent, together with the names 
and addresses of their secretaries. 


Delegate Braunschweig moved the 


of the report of the com- 
(Seconded. ) 


adoption 
mittee. 


Delegate Wilson (W. B.) asked the 
committee who would be required to 
furnish the list of addresses spoken 
of. 


Delegate McEwen—It 


of your committee, in 


is the opin- 
order to 
save useless expenditure of money, 
those state branches which desire to 


ion 


receive the benefit of those circulars 
might furnish the Secretary of the 
A. F. of L. lists of local unions in 


their respective states, together with 
the names of the secretaries and their 
addresses. 


° 
The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Delegate McEwen—That completes 
the report of the Committee on State 
Organization, which is respectfully 
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submitted, signed by the committee. 


D. J. KEEFE, Chairman. 
W. E. McEWEN, Secretary. 
W. J. McSORLEY. 
P. C. WINN. 
J. W. NORTON. 
A. ROSENEPRERG. 
W. Q. SULLIVAN. 
JOHN J. JAECKLE. 
JAMES A. CARROLL. 
J. E. POTTS. 
FRANK BUTTERWORTH. 
D. F. DWYER. 
JAMES P. MAHER. 
JOHN J. PFEIFFER. 
WALTER V. PRICE. 
The report of the 
whole was adopted. 


committte as a 


Secretary Morrison announced that 
he had been requested to read the fol- 
lowing telegram: 


Washington, D. C., November 22. 
W. F. COSTELLO, 
Care Fairfax Hotel, Norfolk, Va. 
By unanimous vote Local No. 10 
has joined with the Building Trades 
to fight the open shop. 
W. H. DAVIS. 


Delegate Brinkman—Local No. 10 
is the Steamfitters. 
Delegate Kennedy (W. E.), Secre- 


tary of the Building Trades Commit- 
tee reported as follows: 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
27th Annual Convention of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor. 
GREETING—We, your’ Building 
Trades Committee, acting upon the 
suggestion offered by our Presi- 
dent in his annual report un- 
der the caption of “Building 
Trades Organizations,” and also 
upon the many suggestions offered 
from different trades, and realizing 
the absolute necessity of a closer af- 
filiation of that branch of our move- 
ment, have had several meetings of 
all the building trades delegates, and 


are authorized to present for your 
careful consideration, this plan of a 
closer affiliation. In presenting it 


to you, fellow delegates, we feel sure 
that you, too, like ourselves, must 
realize that at this time, especially, 
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when, from all parts of the country 
comes the cry of that misnomer “open 
shop,’ and refreshing your mind with 
the infamous methods that are being 
employed by our opponents to divide 
and disrupt our forces, some method 
to better cement our building trades 
is absolutely necesary. 

Our plan, should you grant us the 
privilege of adopting it, would make 
it possible that, for the first time in 
the history of this magnificent orga- 
nization, the building trades could be 
brought into a complete unification 
under the peerless banner of the A. 
KF. of L. As no dissenting voice has 
been heard among the building trades 
delegates, ag it has emanated from 
them, and not from your Committee; 
as the other building trades not now 
affiliated with this body, have also 


expressed their desire to see it go. 


into effect, we feel that we are not 
asking too much of you to assist us 
in placing ourselves in a_ position 
where we can present to our oppon- 
ents an unbroken front, and say to 
them, when occasion requires, ‘‘An 
injury to one, is the concern of all.” 


REPORT COMMITTEE ON BUILD- 
ING TRADES. 

We, your Committee on Building 
Trades, find that in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Executive 
Council relative to a conference held 
between sub-committee representating 
the Executive Council and the Struct- 
ural Trades Alliance; the Committee 
having given the subject its earnest 
consideration and believing it to be 
to the best.interest of the labor move- 
ment in general that it be under one 
head; we, therefore, recommended to 
the 27th Annual Convention that a 
department of building trades of the 
A. F. of L. be created, said depart- 
ment to be chartered by the A. F. of 
L., to be composed of bona fide Nat- 
ional and International Building 
Trades Organizations, duly chartered 
as such by the A. F. of L. and to be 
given autonomy over the _ Building 
Trades Sections, with authority to is- 
sue charters to local building trades 
sections; said sections and Cen- 
tral Body to be affiliated to the A. 
F. of L. to be composed of bona fide 
local unions and recognized as such 
in the Building Trades, 


We further recommend that all lo- 
cal unions of the B. T. S. shall be 
affiliated with Central Bodies of the 
A. FF. OF. Es 


Delegate Kennedy moved the adop- 
tion of the report of the committee. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egates O’Leary, McNulty, Treasurer 
Tennon and Vice-President Duncan. 

Delegate Scott in the chair. 


The question was further discussed 
by President Gompers, Delegates Fee- 
ley and Cullen. 


On motion of Delegate Holland de- 
bate was closed. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried by a 
unanimous vote. 


The committee reported that Reso- 
lution No. 114, by Delegates W. E. 
Kennedy, F. J. McNulty, and Stephen 
Fay of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, being fully cov- 
ered in the plan submitted by the 
Building Trades, the introducers wish- 
ed it withdrawn. 


There being no objection, the reso- 
lution was withdrawn. 


Resolution No. 110—By Delegates 
International .Association Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers’ International 
Union do hereby enter protest against 
the action of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lather’s International Union, 
inasmuch as they are encroaching on 
the jurisdiction claims of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, which were approved of 
and conceded to us by the American 
Federation of Labor, and 

WHEREAS, The above said tac:ics 
tends to bring discredit on the labor 
movement and is a direct violation of 
the policy and principles of the A. F. 
of L., and 

WHEREAS, The International As- 
sociation of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers have at no time presented 
any claim of jurisdiction to the A. F. 
of L. covering the work that comes 
under the jurisdiction of the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ Inter- 
national Union, and 

WHEREAS, The Internation Asso- 
ciation of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers by claiming the work which 
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comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’ 
International Union is a direct viola- 
tion of the laws of the A. F. of L.,, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L., 
in convention assembled, do condemn 
the action of the Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers for encroaching on the 
jurisdiction claims of the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers’ Internation- 
al Union, and be it further " 

RESOLVED, That the convention 
assembled instruct the International 
Asociation of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers to confine themselves to the 
installation of laths and to cease doing 
structural iron work. 

The committee recommended a re- 
affirmation of the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Kennedy—This matter hag 
been before the Executive Council, 
and the Executive Council has clearly 
given the Wood, Wire and Metal Lath- 
ers this claim which is in contention. 
For that reason we recommend re- 
affirmation of the decision of the 
Executive Council. 

Vice-President’ Duncan—When this 
question was before the Executive 
Council the issue we decided was, in 
substance, wherever wood, wire and 
lathing had to be done it was 

the jurisdiction of the Wood, 
and Metal Lathers. The setting 
and fixing of iron in buildings, and 
with special reference to the iron work 
to which lathing of any kind is at- 
under the jurisdiction ‘of 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
so that the jurisdiction drew the 
line at wood, wire and metal lathing, 
and was so thoroughly understood in 
the decision. 

Delegate Butler—I move as an 
amendment that this matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council to de- 
fine the scope of the decision. (Sec- 
onded). 

The question was discussed by Del- 
egates Butler and McSorley. 


metal 


1 


under 
Wire 


tached, is 


ers 


PROCEEDINGS 


Delegate Byron moved as a substi- 
tute that the matter be referred to 
the Building Trades Committee. 

President Gompers—That commit- 
tee has already had it before them. 

The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Ryan (F. M.), Vice-Pres- 
ident Duncan, Delegates Furuseth 
and Foley. 

The motion to refer to the Execu- 
tive Council to define the scope of the 
decision was carried by a vote of 121 
te ii. 

Resolution No. 130—By Delegate 
Walter V. Price, International Associa- 
tion of Marble Workers: 

WHEREAS, The International As- 
sociation of Marble Workers is com- 
posed of carvers, cutters, setters, pol- 
ishers, bed rubbers and sawyers; and 

WHEREAS, In the year 1902 the 
International Association of Marble 
Workers applied for and was granted 
a charter under the title of Marble 
Workers; and 


WHEREAS, The constitution of the 


International Association of Marble 
Workers specifies the work of the 
members of said association as fol- 


lows: Cutting, carving, setting, polish- 
ing, rubbing and sawing of all marble 
used in the interior of buildings for 
ornamental, sanitary, decorative or 
other useful purposes, and 

WHEREAS, In the granting of the 
charter to the International Associa- 
tion of Marble Workers by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, we .expect 
the protection of the A. F. of L. against 
encroachments on our lines of juris- 
diction namely cutting, carving, set- 
ting, polishing, rubbing and sawing of 
all marble used in the _ interior of 
buildings; and 

WHEREAS, 
tion are 


Our lines of jurisdic- 
being encroached up on by 


trades affiliated with us in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. in 
convention assembled in Norfolk, Va., 
instruct the Executive Council to ren- 
der all possible assistance to the In- 
ternational Association of Marble 


Workers and use its influence to pro- 
tect the lines of jurisdiction as de- 
fined in this resolution against en- 


croachments by other affiliated trades. 
The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council with the concurrence of the 
committee. 
On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 
Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 
Resolution No. 159—By Delegate 
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Jas. P. Holland, New York Central Fed- 
erated Union: 


We, the undersigned Local Unions, 
Nos. 553, 420, 586, 584, 483, 732, 490, 
912, 141, 295, 352, 871, 587, 161, and 
286, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
America, do hereby submit the follow- 
ing Grievances and Resolutions: 


WHEREAS, At the Louisville conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
abor a final decision was rendered 
on the application of the National Pa- 
per Hangers Protective and Beneficial 
Association of America. to-wit: That 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decora- 
tors and Paper Hangers of America 
grant the Paper Hangers the autonomy 
of their trade under their jurisdiction; 
and 

WHEREAS, In conformity with this 
decision a basis for amalgamation was 
had at the Detroit Convention of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paper Hangers of America with 
the National Paper Hangers’ Protec- 
tive and Beneficial Association, through 
their authorized representative, and 
later adopted by the Brotherhood by a 
referendum of the Brotherhood, grant- 
ing absolute trade autonomy, and 

WHEREAS, In compliance with the 
decision of the Louisville Convention 
of the American Federation of Labot 
and the above action of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and. Pa- 
per Hangers of America, all Local Un- 
ions of the National Paper Hangers, 
Protective and Beneficial Association 
affiliated with the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paper Hang- 
ers of America, and 

WHEREAS, Two (2) years later the 
Constitution was (under protest), the 
Paper Hangers not voting, amended by 
the Brotherhood, discriminating against 
the Paper Hangers; and 

WHEREAS, At the Memphis Con- 
vention the Constitution was revised, 
and later adopted by referendum, also 
adopting a constitutional section re- 
affirrhing the agreement made at the 
Detroit Convention of the Brotherhood 
and at the same time adopting three 
(3) sections entirely nullifying the sec- 
tion giving justice to the Paper a 
ers, and 

WHEREAS, The General Executive 
Board has failed to enforce the laws of 
the Brotherhood, also failed to render 
decisions fair to the Paper Hangers, 
and also allowed discriminations to be 
enforced against various Paper Hang- 
ers of the United States, also refusing 
to grant charters to Paper Hangers’ 
Locals, organized since the Detroit 
Convention, which is against the spirit 
of the agreement reached at that time; 
also refusing to compel other members 
of the Brotherhood to transfer to the 
Paper Hangers’ Locals, when working 
at Paper Hanging, which is an abso- 
lute violation of the Detroit agree- 


RATION OF LABOR. 305 


ment, thereby making it impossible for 
the Paper Hangers’ Locals to control 
their trade, and has from time to time 
discriminated against the Paper Hang- 
ers, and we have from time to time ap- 
pealed to the General Executive Board 
for redress and only to receive indefi- 
nite decisions, and 


WHEREAS, We have’ exhausted 
every effort on our part to get justice 
and lawful decisions at the hand of 
the General Executive Board of the 
Brotherhood; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the under- 
signed Local Unions of the Brother- 
hood present this resolution and griev- 
ance to the Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, as they were a 
party to the amalgamation of the Paper 
Hangers with the Painters, and appeal 
to them to assist us to compel the 
enforcement of the Constitution of the 
Brotherhood, as adopted at the Detroit 
Convention in 1901, and ratified by the 
Seranton Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, 1901, and re- 
affirmed by the Memphis General As- 
sembly of Painters, Decorators and Pa- 
per Hangers of America in 1905. 


The committee made the following 
report: 


The committee recommends that, ip- 
asmuch as the Paperhangers have not 
exhausted all resources towards ad- 
justing their differences with their 
own international, they place the en- 
tire matter before the Executive Board 
of the Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 
rators and Paperhangers, in an effort 
to there get an amicable settlement of 
their complaints. 


A motion was made and seconted 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Holland, who of- 
fered the following amendment to the 
report of the committee: 


That the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to give a full and complete 
hearing to the Paperhangers’ griev- 
ance, and after such hearing the Ex- 
ecutive Council shall take such steps 
to settle said grievance ag are consist- 
ent with the laws of the American 
Federation of Labor, and report the 
result to the next convention of the 
A. F. of L. 


The amendment was seconded and 
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carried, and the report of the com- 
mittee as amended was adopted. 


The committee recommended the 
adaption of Resolution No. 124 when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 124—By Delegate Matt 
Comerford, for International Union of 
Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers has been success- 
ful in organizing that portion of their 
craft employed on construction work 
and known as hoisting and portable 
engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Seven years ago the en- 
gineers employed in the operation of 
derricks, brick-hoists, cement-mixers, 
Carson machines, pumps and other 
machines used‘on construction, receiv- 
ed less than $2.00 per day for 10 hours 
or more, while today, through the ef- 
forts of our organization, and support 
received from some of the building 
trades, a scale of wages of from $4.50 
te $6.00 per day has been established; 
and 

WHEREAS, The _ introduction of 
other motive power than steam is taken 
advantage of by the employers of labor 
to lower the wages of the operator 
“hich the International Union of 
Steam Engineers has worked so hard 
fo years to build up; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That hoisting and por- 
table local unions of the International 
Unions of Steam Engineers have ju- 
risdiction over the motive power of all 
derricks, cement-mixers, hod-hoists, 
pumps and other machines used on 
construction work; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Building 
Trades organizations be requested to 
give all the assistance possible to the 
Hoisting and Portable Locals of the 
I. U. S. E. in maintaining the scale of 
wages now paid on this work. 

This shall not, however, be construed 
as preventing the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers from 
using a hand or electric winch for the 
purpose of pulling wire or cable 
through conduits, nor the wiring and 
repairing of all ‘electrical appliances. 


A motion was made and seconded 


that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate McNulty—I object to the 
adoption of this resolution, and rise 
to offer the following as an amend- 
ment. I wish it understood my objec- 
tions only refer to that portion of 
the report of the committee where the 
electrical worker is referred to. I 
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therefore move the following amend- 
ment: 


That the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers and the Inter- 
nationa] Union of Steam Engineers ap- 
point three representatives each, said 
representatives to meet in the City of 
Washington, D. C., within ninety days 
after the adjournment of this conven- 
tion, to draw up a working agreement 
whereby all questions existing between 
both organizations relative to jurisdic- 
tion of work may be amicably adjusted. 
In the event this joint committee fails 
to agree, President Gompers or some 
one selected by him shall act as um- 
pire, and his decision shall be final and 
binding upon both parties. 


Vice-President Duncan—This amend- 
ment presented by one side carries 
with it compulsory arbitration with- 
out, as far as the resolution is con- 
cerned, the consent of the other party. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates McNulty, Huddel, Foley, Miller, 
and Sullivan (T. J.). 


The amendment offered by Delegate 
McNulty was lost. 


The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 21—By Delegate J. L. 
Rodier, Central Labor Union, Washing- 
ton, D. C.: 


WHEREAS, The organized labor of 
the District of Columbia is now, and 
has been for the past year or more, 
waging a desperate fight against the 
open shop in said District, in the con- 
duct of which its members have been 
unjustly arrested and held on alleged 
charges of conspiracy, unions have 
been enjoined and damage suits insti- 
‘tuted by employers, and other anti- 
union and open shop advocates, and 
the writ of injunction has been, as 
usual, used in efforts to intimidate 
organized labor and defeat its high 
and only purposes; therefore, ’be it 
- RESOLVED, That this convention 
extend to the fighting craftsmen of 
Washington its congratulations upon 
the splendid fight they have made, and 
tenders them such assistance as may, 
in the wisdom of the Executive Council, 
be necessary now or in the future. 


Concurred in by the committee. 
On motion the reports of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 45—By S. G. Fos- 


dick of the Colorado State Federation 


ef Labor: 


WHEREAS, The Citizens’ Alliance 
of Colorado has been persecuting the 
trades unions by dragging them into 
the court with malicious suits, their 
ebject being to harass them and 
make them spend their money in at- 
torneys’ fees and costs of court, and 

WHEREAS, The Denver Building 
Trades Council, whose locals are af- 
filiated nationally with The American 
Federation of Labor, has . been the 
particular target of attack for the last 
year and a half, having been sum- 
moned into court no less than twelve 
times; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, devise ways and means to 
resist these persecutions and extend 
its help to said body. 


The committee recommended that all 
national, international and central bod- 
ies be requested to contribute toward 
a fund to contest the legality of the 
boycott in Colorado, and that the Ex- 
ecutive Council take immediate action 
on the case. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 144—By Delegate 
Geo. Finger, of Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, In the city of New 
York a condition of affairs exist which 
is anything but beneficial to the 
Trades Union movement; and 

WHEREAS, Union men of all crafts 
in the building trades work alongside 
of non-union men, thereby encourag- 


ing the so-called open shop movement 
in the building industry; therefore be 
it . 


RESOLVED, That the various crafts 
interested be urged to make strenuous 
efforts to establish conditions in the 
commercial metropolis of the nation 
under which every man employed in 
the building industry will be required 
to carry a union card. 

The committee concurred in the res- 


olution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 154--By Delegate 
James P. Holland, for the Central Fed- 
erated Union of Greater New York and 
Vicinity: 


WHEREAS, The Journeymen Stone 


Cutters’ Union holds a charter from the 
American Federation of Labor and is 
affiliated with the Central Federated 
Union, and 

WHEREAS, A certain number of 
men, under the guidance of one Guth- 
rie, alleged to have a National Union of 
that industry, and are represented in 
the Plan of Arbitration at New York 
City, together with Local Unions of 
National and _ International Unions 
chartered by the American Federation 
of Labor, and 


WHEREAS, This Mr. Guthrie and his 
men have and do embrace every oppor- 
tunity to act as strike-breakers against 
the legitimate Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters’ Union, be it 


RESOLVED, * By this Twenty-Sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to instruct 
and direct all national and Interna- 
tional unions whose Local Unions are 
connected with the said Plan of Arbi- 
tration, to vote for the unseating of all 
dual non-affiliated unions from said 
plan, and to recognize only such cen- 
tral bodies as are chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor. 


The committee concurred in the res- 
olution. es 


On motion the reports of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 155—By Delegate 
Harry Bosworth, of the Journeymen 
Stone Cutters’ Association of North 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Journeymen Stone 
Cutters of North America, holding a 
charter from the American Federation 
of Labor, and have a Local in every 
city of importance in North America. 
and o 


WHEREAS, The National Cut Stone 
Contractors’ Association have organ- 
ized a certain number of men under the 
leadership of one Guthrie and 15 mem- 
bers of an Executive Board in a sgso- 
called “National Union of Stone Cut- 
ters”, who are represented in the “Plan 
of Arbitration” at New York City to 
disrupt the organization of Journey- 
men Stone Cutters of North America; 
and 

WHEREAS, This Guthrie and his 
hirelings do embrace every opportunity 
to act as strike breakers and enemies 
to the Journeymen Stone Cutters of 
North America at the hehest of the 
“National Cut Stone Contractors’ As- 
sociation,” notably at Toronto, Ont., 
Milwaukee, Wis., Washington, D. C., 
Bedford, Ind., and many other locali- 
ties. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. to in- 
struct and direct all National and In- 
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ternational Unions who have Locals 
connected with the “Plan of Arbitra- 
tion” in the city of New York, and 
other central bodies in other cities af- 
filiated with the A. F. of L. to refuse 
to sit with or encourage in any way 
the so-called “National Stone Cut- 
ters’ Association.” 


The committee concurred in the res- 
olution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 189—By Delegate 
Geo. Leary, of Essex County ‘Trades 
Council. 


WHEREAS, The Essex County 
Trades Council and the Building 
Trades Council of Newark, N. J., and 
vicinity have agreed upon the follow- 
ing as a basis for the amalgamation 
of all bona fide trades unions of that 
city; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be and is 
hereby instructed to issue such char- 
ter immediately. 

1. That application be made to the 
A. F. of L. Executive Board for a new 
charter for a Central Body to be named 
Essex County Central Labor Union or 
some other name agreed upon. 

2. This Central Body to be divided 
in two divisions, one to be named Es- 
sex Trades Council Division, the other 
Building Trades Council Division. 


3. The whole to be governed by Arti- 
cle 11, Section 1, of the A. F. of L. con- 
stitution. 

4. Membership to be restricted in the 
Building Trades Council Division 
to strictly building trades, Essex Trades 
Council Division all trades. 


5. A joint board appointed or elect- 
ed by either division, by both divisions 
or equal numbers to meet at stated 
times. 

6. Neither division to admit any or- 
ganization that has either been sus- 
pended, expelled or left either divis- 
ion. ne 

7. Any boycott or placing any firm 
on the unfair list affecting both divis- 
ions must first be acted on by both. 

8. Strict support by both divisions 
against all firms placed on the unfair 
list. 

9. Each division to elect its own set 
of officers and charge what dues it 
may decide on. 


10. Adoption of a-constitution to 
govern both bodies in a general way. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council. 


PROCEEDINGS 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 81—By Delegates Pat- 
rick F. Garvey and Henry Sands: 


The .International Brotherhood of 
Composition Roofers, Damp and Water- 
proof Workers hereby protest against 
the Local Unions of the International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union, located 
in the Cities of Boston, Brockton and 
Lawrence, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, encroaching upon the work and 
jurisdiction conceded by the American 
Federation of Labor to the Internation- 
al Brotherhood of Composition Roofers, 
Damp and Waterproof Workers. 


The committee made the following 
recommendation: 


That the executive officers of the 
two organizations involved arrange a 
joint meeting and there make an ef- 
fort to adjust the difficulties complain- 
ed of by the International Brotherhood 
of Composition Roofers, Damp and 
Waterproof Workers. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 170—By Delegates M. 
O'Sullivan, Hugh Frayne and C. D. 
Wheeler: 


WHEREAS, The Slate and Tile Roof- 
ers’ International Association, whose 
charter was granted with the distinct 
understanding that they would confine 
their work entirely to slate and tile 
roofing; and 

WHEREAS, They are now and have 
been for a long time past infringing 
on the jurisdiction of the Sheet Metal 
Workers’ International Alliance by 
permitting their members to do sheet 
metal work, to the detriment of our 
organization, notwithstanding the fact 
that repeated efforts have been made to 
have them cease infringing on our 
Jurisdiction. Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the 27th Annual 
Convention of the A. F. of L. now in 
session, {hat the General Officers of the 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ International 
Union be, and are, hereby instructed to 
confine their work to slate and tile 
roofing. Failure to comply, their char- 
ter shall be revoked. 


The committee made the following 
recommendation: 


That the two trades involved arrange 
a meeting within ninety days for the 
purpose of coming to a mutual under- 
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standing regarding the jurisdiction of 
each trade and arranging an agree- 
ment between the organizations satis- 
factory to both parties. Pending the 
time of meeting, we further recom- 
mend that the officers of the Slate and 
Tile Roofers’ International compel 
its Local 17, of Boston, to refrain 
from doing work other’ than they 
should do under the jurisdiction given 
them with their charter, and in the 
event of their refusal, their charter to 
be revoked. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. (Carried) 


Treasurer Lennon—I move you that 
the laws be so far suspended as to call 
the convention to order this evening at 
8 o’clock for a night session. 


The motion was seconded by Dele- 
gate Lewis (T. L.), and discussed by 
Delegate Andersen and Vice-President 
Duncan. 


The motion was withdrawn by Dele- 
gate Lennon, with the consent of the 
seconder, and Vice-President Duncan 
moved that the motion whereby it was 
Agreed to go into the election of of- 
ficers at 10 o’clock Saturday morning 
be reconsidered. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 
election of officers was made a special 
order of business for 2 p. m., Satur- 
day. 


On motion of Vice-President Dun- 
can the rules were suspended to allow 
the convention to remain in session 
until 6:30 p. m. 


The Committee on Building Trades 
continued its report, as follows: 


Resolution No. 47—By Delegates H. 
A. Stemburg and Herman Lilien, of 
the I. H. Cc. & B. L. Union of A.: 


WHEREAS, The Twenty-sixth An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, held at Minnneapolis, 
Minnesota, did instruct the President 
of the American Federation of Labor 


to arrange a conference between the 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers and 
the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers’ Union of America 
with the representative o fthe Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, to adjust 
the claim of the Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers of an infringement of 
their claim of jurisdiction; this con- 
ference to be held within sixty days 
after adjournment of this convention; 
and 

WHEREAS, The representatives of 
the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers’ Union with the 
representatives of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, have endeavored by 
all honorable means’ within their 
power to carry out those instruc- 
tions; and 


WHEREAS, The President of the 
American Federation of Labor did as 
instructed, arranged a meeting  be- 
tween the representatives of the 
herein named organizations,—this 
meeting, agreeable to the Brotherhood 
of Cement Workers set down for Jan- 
uary 25, in the office of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor at No. 25 
Third Avenue, New York City,—and 
on account of the failure of the Broth- 
erhood of Cement Workers to be rep- 
resented as agreed upon, and present 
a formulated plan at this meeting, 
nothing of importance was accom- 
plished. Later another effort was 
made to get a meeting of the rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood of 
Cement workers, at which Herman 
Robinson, General Organizer of the 
American Federation of Labor, was 
to preside. At this time the President 
of the Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers appeared and submitted the fol- 
lowing: o 

“The American Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers claim for its members 
all artificial stone; concrete bed for 
street paving; coping -and steps; con- 
crete wall or foundation work; con- 
erete floors and sidewalks; the apply- 
ing of cement mortar on walls of any 
charter; or its use in any form for 
renovating or imitating stone, or for 
waterproofing; the running of cement 
base; moulding or caps of any form; 
cement mould work; the manufacture 
of cement paving tile and block and 
the paving and setting of the same; 
curbs and gutters; fireproof floors; 
sidewalk lights set in cement; and all 
concrete construction; all composi- 
tion or plastic work; the manufactur- 
ing of cement and the preparation of 
all materials used in*its manufacture. 


“Local Unions, which ih 1903 form- 
ed the National body have enjoyed 
jurisdiction over this work for years. 
Recently another organization has 
laid claim to a part of this work, and 
thereby has brought up that ‘night- 
mare’ of the movement of jurisdic- 
tion fight. 

“The question arises: Why has this 
organization (the International Build- 
ing Laborers) turned its attention to 
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concrete work? In our opinion it is 
the progress of the building industry. 
Brick and stone construction has giv- 
en way to concrete construction, 
where the Hod Carrier and Brick- 
layer formerly were engaged the Car 
penters and Cement Workers hold 
sway. 

“The contention seems to be. ‘I 
used to work on that building—pro- 
gress has brought your system to dis- 
place mine—therefore, I claim the 
work.’ Is it a logical or sound argu- 
ment ? Since progress (which no man 
can stop) has brought this change, 
would it not be more reasonable for 
this man, (the Hod Carrier displaced) 
to keep abreast of the time and join 
the ranks of the Cement Workers? 

“We claim that, cement work be- 
longs to Cement Workers—men as- 
signed to do this line of work and no 
other. 

“The progreis of the cement indus- 
try; the success of our union depends 
on our body controlling the work. Shall 
we turn it over to untrained men or 
shall we leave it with the body of 
men who have grown up with the trade 
and who consequently, are best fitted 
to control the work? 

“Our jurisdiction, as recognized by 
the American Federation of bor, 
prior to this dispute, should be en- 
dorsed. 

“Respectfully and fraternally sub- 
mitted. TRACY. 
General President American Brother- 

hood of Cement Workers, No. 1581 

Second Avenue, New York City, 

October 14, 1907. 


WHEREAS, The submitting of the 
letter by the President gf the Broth- 
erhood of Cement Workers clearly 
showed that they’ had no inclination 
or desire other than as shown in ths 
letter, which in our opinion, is no 
more or less than antagonistic. 
Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the 
charter of the Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers and their claim of juris- 
diction is. om infringement upon 
the jurisdiction of our International 
Union, which was granted to us by 
the American Federation of Labor 
on April 13th, 1903. Be it further 


RESOLVED, That in obedience to 
the constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor we ask that the 
charter of the said Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers, be recalled and re- 
issued in accordance with the laws of 
the American Federation of Labor 
governing the issuance of said char- 
ters to international unions as follows 
—in view of the fact that the charter 
of the Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers was issued two months after the 
charter was issued to the Interna- 
tional Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers’ Union: 

“Sec. 11. No charter shall be grant- 
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ed by the American’ Federation of 
Labor to any National, International, 
Trade, or Federal Labor Union without 
a positive and clear definition of the 
trade jurisdiction claimed by the appli- 
cant, and the charter shall not be 
granted if the jurisdiction claimed is 
a trespass on the jurisdiction of exist- 
ing affiliated unions; and it is further 
provided, that should any of the mem- 
bers of such National, International, 
Trade, or Federal Labor Union work 
at any other vocation, trade, or pro- 
fession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade, or profession, pro- 
vided such are organized and affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor.” 


Referred to Committee on Adjust- 
ment. 


The committee made the following 
report: Inasmuch as the efforts here- 
tofore made towards these two con- 
tested organizations meeting to ad- 
just their differences have proved a 
failure, owing to one party to the 
grievance (The Cement Workers) not 
acting in seeming good faith, and as 
we are now assured by both parties 
that they will meet and endeavor to 
adjust their grievances, we recom- 
mend that the executive board officers 
of both organizations in dispute meet 
in Detroit within sixty days after the 
adjournment of this convention, and 
there endeavor to settle their , juris- 
diction dispute, the organization fail- 
ing to attend this effort to forfeit its 
claims to the question in dispute. 


The motion wag made and seconded 
that the repert of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egate ‘stemburg, who moved as an 


‘amendmert that the place of meetiuz 


be left te the discretion of the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

_ The committee accepted the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Stemburg. 


Delegate Gengenbach and Delegate 
Malloy, of the Cement Workers, stat- 
ed that they would accept the proposi- 
tion of the committee. 


The report of the committee, as 
amended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 96—By Delegate 
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John Jaeckel, of the Workingmen’s 
Federation of the State of New York: 


WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Unions in the city of Syracuse are be- 
ginning to feel the effects of the posi- 
tion of the employers, and by reason 
of the position of the employers many 
of the building trades unions are pro- 
testing the demand for the open shop, 
and 


WHEREAS, The experience of the 
past in this city and others are con- 
vincing that unless Internatipnal Un- 
ions of building trades intercede in 
behalf of their locals in this city with 
the purpose of bringing about a more 
thorough and united action we feel 
justified in saying that the results will 
prove disastrous to the local unions 
in this city, and 


WHEREAS, Several attempts have 
been made by some of the building 
trades to get the united action among 
the building trades, but without suc- 
cess, and believing that we should 
have some form of action of the build- 
ing trades to guard the interests of 
the building trades in this city, hav- 
ing in mind the interest and welfare 
of the wage workers at all times; 
therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That this convention 
request of the Presidents of the vari- 
ous building trades International Un- 
ions or their representatives to meet 
in conference in the city of Syracuse 
for the purpose of devising ways and 
means for instituting a conservative 
movement among all building trades 
agreeing upon some form of organ- 
ization of building tradesmen. with a 
view to organizing the unorganized 
and to protest against the open shop, 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. 
shall designate an officer representing 
the A. F. of L., to preside at this 
conference meeting, and that the Pre- 
sident of the A. F. of L. shall be em- 
powered to call the meeting on an 
agreed date as soon as possible after 
the adjournment of this convention, 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That we request of the 
A. F. of L. to extend to the Presi- 
dents of the Bricklayers and Masons’ 
I. U. and the Operative Plasterers’ I. 
U..an invitation for their representa- 
tive to take part in this conference 
at the appointed time. 


The committee made the following 
recommendation: Inasmuch as _ the 
American Federation of Labor has 
arranged to remedy matters of this 
kind through the formation of a 
Building Trades Section we non-con- 
cur in the resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 134—By Delegate 
Chas. A. Cullen, Worcester Central 
Labor Union; Elias Breidenbach, 
United Trades and Labor Council, 
Dayton, Ohio: 


WHEREAS, Local Union 12 (of the 
International Slate and Tile Rooers). 
located at Washington, D. C., did at 
the inception of the “open shop” fight 
in above named city, join with us to 
combat the so-called “open shop” and 
did give financial support in the shape 
of a $5. weekly assessment for the 
space of four weeks, and 


WHEREAS, They then returned to 
work on account of the last clause in 
their agreement with their employers, 
dated July 24, 1907, which we believe 
did not warrant the action as they had 
broken that clause by reason of their 
joining with the other trades in the 
fight; therefore making aforesaid 
- saanaeaaaes null and void, therefore, be 


RESOLVED, That we, the Building 
Trades Grievance Committee, repre- 
senting the Building Trades of the 
city of Washington, D.~C., to combat 
the “‘open shop” do hereby most ear- 
nestly request the A. F. of L. in con- 
vention assembled, to take such ac- 
tion as will compel the abrogation of 
the aforesaid agreement, or demand 
of the International Slate and _ Tile 
Roofers that the charter of Local No. 
12 be revoked, and a weal of 
loyal union men be instituted in its 
stead. 


The resolution. was concurred in by 
the committee. 


. 
On motion~the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Thanking the officers and delegates 
of the convention for their forbear- 
ance, and also for the great assistance 
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they have given us, we beg to remain, 
Fraternally yours, 
WILLIAM D. HUBER, Chairman. 
W. E. KENNEDY, Secretary. 
JOHN R. ALPINE. 
JOSEPH C. BALHORN. 
ALEX. CRUICKSHANK., 
M. O’SULLIVAN. 
JOSEPH EVANS. 
F. M. RYAN. 
H. A. STEMBURGH. 
JOHN MANGAN. 
MAT. COMERFORD. 
FRANK FEENEY. 
BENJAMIN RUSSELL. 
CHAS. H. LEPS. 
HENRY SANDS. 
Building Trades Committee. 


The report of the committee was 
adopted as a whole as amended. 

Vice-President O’Connell in the 
chair. 

Delegate Wilson (W. B.), for the 


Committee on President’s Report pre- 
sented the following: 


APPEALS FOR FINANCIAL AS- 


SISTANCE. 
(Report of Executive Council). 


The Minneapolis Convention referred 
to us the application of several organ- 
izations for financial assistance, and 
particularly for the levying of assess- 
ments upon the membership of the 

veral affiliated organizations. We 

jund ourselves in the position in hav- 
ing these applications for assessments 
referred to us, and with the knowledge 
that there were a number of our af- 
filiated international unfons in the po- 
sition in which they would be unable 
to meet them. We realized how nec- 
essary was the financial assistance to 
the organizations referred to, but de- 
spite our desire to aid them in this 
particular a sense of duty impelled us 
not to levy the assessments. We be- 


lieved that we should be doing an in- - 


justice to the organizations which 
themselves were engaged in extensive 
trade disputes, and to others who for 
ather .reasons were equally unable at 
the time to meet such assessments. 


In addition to ithese applications 
‘which were referred to us, applications 
were made direct to the Executive 
Council for the levying of ‘assessments 
in the’ interest of organizations en- 
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gaged in trade disputes. Of course, 
we were compelled to pursue a similar 
course in regard to these. However, 
we endorsed a number of appeals for 
voluntary financial assistance, and in 
some instances printed ‘and bore the 
expense of their issuance. These have 
resulted in fair returns to the organ- 
izations making the applications. 

In- connection with the general sub- 
ject matter of appeals for financial as- 
sistance we desire to repeat that part 
of our report to the Minneapolis Con- 
vention bearing upon this subject. It 
is as follows: 

We can not too strongly urge upon 
our organizations not only the advis- 
ability but the necessity of providing 
and building up in time of peace a 
strong treasury which can be drawn 
upon by their members during the 
period of trade disputes and disturb- 
ances. It has been repeatedly demon- 
strated that not only strikes and lock- 
outs have been lost by reason of the 
absence of a strong treasury, but that 
such trade controversies and disturb- 
fances could have and would have un- 
doubtedly been averted had the em- 
ployers known in advance that there 
was a strong treasury back of the men 
to support them when out employment. 

We want to again strongly recom- 
mend to our international unions that 
the dues of the membership of their 
local unions should not be less than 
$1.00 per month. The funds of the 
unions ‘are under their own control 
and direction to be used exclusively to 
protect and promote the interests of 
their respective memberships. 

The committee reported as follows: 

We adopt the report and concur in 
the recommendation, 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


LEGISLATION. 
(Report of Executive Council). 

The Legislative interests of our fellow 
workers were looked after by Thomas 
F. Tracy and Arthur E. Holder. Sev- 
eral of the members of the Executive 
Council also aided in this work. The 
report of the Legislative Committee 
was published in the April issue of the 
“American Federationist.”” We suc- 
ceeded in defeating the Anti-Compul- 
sory Pilotage Bill, advocated by Mr. 
Littlefield of Maine, and also the Ship 
Subsidy Bill. 


Resolution No. 98 of the last Conven- 
tion called for a federal investigation 
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of the industrial conditions of women 
and child workers in the United States 
A measure was passed by Congress, 
whereby the investigation will be con- 
ducted under the observation of the 
Commissioner of Labor. 


Resolutions Nos. 67 and 101 of the 
last Convention dealt with the wages 
and working conditions of the Post 
Office Clerks and others employed in 
the mail service. The following classi- 
fication of clerks and carriers was final- 
ly enacted into law: 


That after June 30, 1907, clerks in of- 
fices of the first and second class, and 
earriers in the city delivery service, 
shall be divided into six grades, as 
follows: First grade, salary $600 per 
annum; second grade, $800; third 
grade, $900; fourth grade, $1,000; fifth 
grade, $1,100; sixth grade, $1,200. Clerks 
and carriers ‘at first class offices shall 
be promoted successively to the fifth 
grade, and clerks and carriers of sec- 
ond class offices shall be promoted suc- 
cessively to the fourth grade. That 
after June 30, 1907, all promotions of 
both clerks and carriers shall be made 
at the beginning of the quarter fol- 
lowing the expiration of a year’s ser- 
vice in the next lower grade. 


During the closing hours of Con- 
gress, a law was enacted limiting the 
hours of labor of railroad employes, 
not to exceed sixteen consecutive hours, 
such employes not required or per- 
mitted to again go on duty until he 
has had at least ten consecutive hours 
off duty. The American Federation of 
Labor Legislative Committee, co-op- 
erated with the legislative representa- 
tive of the Railroad Brotherhoods in 
securing the enactment of this measure, 
and while it is not all that might be 
asked for, it is ‘a beginning in the right 
direction. 


The legislative matters are reported 
in greater detail in the President’s re- 
port to the Convention. We strongly 
advise that these matters receive your 
thoughtful consideration and action. 
If a greater degree of success is to be 
achieved you must plainly manifest 
your purpose. This will tend to si- 
lence the malicious tongues of labor’s 
opponents, and demonstrate clearly 
that it is your interests, declarations 
and purposes which it is the duty of 
your officers to endeavor to have en- 
acted into” law. 


On last Saturday we had a confer- 
ence with President Roosevelt for over 


€ 


an hour. We brought to his attention 
some of the principal subjects matter 
of legislation in which labor is pri- 
marily interested. These subjects were 
fully discussed and we urged favorable 
mention and recommendation thereon 
by him in his forthcoming message to 
the first session of the sixtieth Con- 
gress. 


We can not refrain from expressing 
our astonishment at the opinion ren- 
dered by the Attorney-General in re- 
gard to ‘alien contract laborers being 
permitted to come to the United States 
upon the theory that when workmen 
in the United States are engaged in a 
lockout or on a strike, that therefore 
there are no workmen of like kind un- 
employed in the United States and that 
because of that fact contracts may be 
made with foreign workmen. 


The committee reported as follows: 


The various matters herein contain- 
ed have been favorably dealt with in 
our report on President’s Report. We 
recommended that the Legislative Com- 
mittee be continued and that it be 
given all assistance possible by the 
various local, central, state, national, 
and international unions affiliated with 
the A. F. of L. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended _ the 
adoption of Resolution No. 20, when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 20——By Delegate 
George L. Berry, of International Print- 
ing Pressmen and Assistants’ Union: 


WHEREAS, Believing that the gen- 
eral interest of all labor organizations 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of labor are jeopardized in the le- 
gal proceedings now instituted against 
the International Printing Pressmen 
and Assistants’ Union in the United 
States Circuit Court, Southern District 
of Ohio, by the United Typothetae of 
America, subordinate to the Manufac- 
turers’ Association; and 

WHEREAS, The rights of said mem- 
bers of the International WPrinting 
Pressmen and Assistants’ Union to de- 
termine the policies which they desire 
to establish, viz.: the union shop and 
the inauguration of the eight-hour day, 
are denied them through the signing of 
a contract by the former board of di- 
rectors in direct violation of clearly de- 
fined instructions of a convention in 
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session and the Constitution on which 
they were elected; also the sentiments 
of the entire membership of the Inter- 
national Printing Prssmen and Assist- 
ants’ Union; and 

WHEREAS, By the issuing of a tem- 
porary injunction, the board of direct- 
ors of the International Printing Press- 
men and Assistants’ Union, their 
agents ‘and local subordinate officers, 
are enjoined from in any way advanc- 
ing the eight-hour workday and the 
union shop at any time without an op- 
portunity of presenting the facts, which 
would, without a question of doubt, 
establish the illegality of the contract, 
and also the injustice brought about 
in the issuing of a restraining order, 
which would for any length of time, 
stop the progress of the eight-hour 
day and the union shop; and 

WHEREAS, By the issuing of said 
injunction the interest of all organiza- 
tions in the printing industry are af- 
fected in furthering the eight-hour 
workday and the union shop, and in 
lieu of such condition the American 
Federation of Labor in Convention are 
respectfully requested to endorse the 
following: Be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in session at Norfolk, 
Virginia, November 11th, 1907, endorse 
the position of the International Print- 
ing Pressmen and Assistants’ Union of 
North America in their effort to estab- 
lish the eight-hour workday and the 
union shop in the printing industry, 
and thereby further the principles of 
trades unionism; And be it further 

RESOLVED, That all moral support 
within the power of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, be given the Inter- 
national Printing Pressmen and As- 
sistants’ Union in their efforts to estab- 
lish the eight-hour workday and the 
union shop. And that President Gom- 
pers be empowered to lend all adyice 
necessary in bringing the case before 
the United States Supreme Court and 
establish the equity and justice due the 
International Printing Pressmen and 
Assistants’ Union of North America, 
which effect would assure the success 
of the shorter workday and@ the union 
shop policy. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegate Gus- 
tav -Diehle, Michigan Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, During the year ending 


PROCEEDINGS 


June 30, 1907, 1,285,349 immigrants were 
unloaded on this country, principally 
from Italy, Russia and Austro-Hun- 
gary; and 

WHEREAS, Most of this labor was 
of the lowest and cheapest variety and 
was and is used for strike-breaking 
purposes largely by the various asso- 
ciations of employers, to the detri- 
ment of American labor; and 


WHEREAS, The introduction of this 
class of immigrants, with their low 
standard of living,, their prejudices, 
their disposition towards violence, their 
contempt of law and order, compels 
the American workmen to organize and 
elevate them simply as a means of 
self-protection, and introduces an ele- 
ment that has a tendency to cause a 
lowering of our standard of citizenship; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Michigan Fed- 
eration of Labor considers the continula- 
tion of this wholesale introduction of 
cheap alien labor a menace to the 
workingmen of the United States, real- 
izing that it will reduce the standard 
of living by bringing about an era of 
low wages, long hours ‘and unsanitary 
conditions, which organized labor has 
been consistently combatting for many 
years; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is opposed to the gath- 
ering of strike-breakers from the lowest 
Strata of the European industrial 
world and their introduction into this 
country in competition with the citi- 
zens of the United States, and hereby 
declares for a revision of our immi- 
gration laws with such restrictions as 
will prevent the introduction of unde- 
sirable aliens into this country land 
calls upon all other bodies of union la- 
bor to take an active part in the agi- 
tation for such restrictive legislation; 
and be it further 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor is instructed to have 
prepared a bill providing such protec- 
tion as the American working man re- 
quires from this alien industrial men- 
ace, and to take such steps as are 
necessary to have said bill introduced 
in and passed hy Congress. 

The committee reported as follows: 
The subject matter is already covered 
in previous report and we therefore 
deem further action at this time un- 
necessary. 

On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 46.— 


WHEREAS, .The United States, 
without an enemy in the world, is 
spending as much annually for mili- 
tary purposes as is spent on public 
education, being 33 per cent of the 
whole federal taxation; and 

WHEREAS, Eighty thousand more 
citizens are killed every four years 
than all who fell in battle and died of 
wounds on both sides in the four years 
of tne Civil War, and our annual 10,- 
009 homicides are double theloss by 
bumlet and disease among our soldiers 
in the whole Philippine war; 

RESOLVED, That we earnestly re- 
quest our representatives in Congress 
to devote far less of the  people’s 
money to a fictitious danger and far 
more towards protecting the lives of 
Americans from the constant and 
real dangers which have made us so 
unpleasantly notorious among civiliz- 
ed nations, 

RESOLVED, That we request our 
representatives to vote a respectable 
sum for an annual Peace budget— 
at least one dollar for every thousand 
dollars devoted to military purposes— 
to be expended by a commision ap- 
pointed by the President of the United 
States, in promoting friendly feeling, 
an exchange of courtesies and infor- 
mation with foreign powers’ with 
whom there may be danger of a mis- 
understanding, 

RESOLVED, That secretaries of lo- 
cal unions be requested to send these 
resolutions to their respectives in 
Congress, with the inquiry as to 
whether they belong to the Arbitra- 
tion Group in Congress, and if not, 
whether they will not join it. 

Committee non-concurred in the 
resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


53—By Delegate 
Cc. L. U., Law- 


Resolution No. 
Robert S. Maloney, 
rence, Mass.: 


WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, greatly allayed by the passage 
and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeded by 
an evil similar in general character, 
but much more threatening in its 
possibilities, to-wit: 

The immigration to the United 
States and its insular territory of large 
and increasing numbers of Japanese 


and Korean laborers; and 


WHEREAS, American public senti- 
ment against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystal- 
ized in the enactment of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, finds _ still stronger 
justification in demanling prompt and 
adequate measures of protection 
against the immigration of Japanese 
and Korean labor pn the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standard of 
such labor are dangerous to and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
can standards in these essential re- 
spects. (2) that a radical incompati- 
bility as between the people of the 
Orient and the United States pre- 
sents a problem of race preservation 
which it is our imperative duty to 
solve in our own favor, and which 
ean only be thus solved by a policy 


of exclusion; and 


WHEREAS, The _ systematic col- 
onization of these Oriental races in 
our insular territory in the Pacific, 
and the threatened and partly § ac- 
complished extension of that system 
to the Pacific coast, and other west- 
ern localities of the United States, 
constitutes a standing danger, not 
only to the domestic piece, but to 
the ‘continuance of friendly relations 
between the nations concerned; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the terms of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act should be en- 
larged and extended so as to perma- 
nently exclude from the United States 
and its insular territory all classes 
of Japanese and Koreans, other than 
those exempted by the present terms 
of that Act; further, 


RESOLVED, That these resolutions 
be submitted through the proper ave- 
nues to the Congress of the United 
States with a request for favorable 
consideration and action by that body. 


Committee concurred in resolution. 


Delegate MacArthur—I move the 
adoption of the resolution. 


The motion was seconded by Dele- 
gate Nelson. , 


The question was discussed by Del- 
egates MacArthur and Young. 


The motion to adopt the report of 
the Committee was carried by unane 
imous vote. 
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Resolution No. 95—By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Fed- 
eration: 


WHEREAS, Modern inventions and 
the developement of machinery have 
made it possible for the capitalistic 
class to employ children in factories, 
and thus coin the youthful lives of 
boys and girls into money; and 


WHEREAS, American children are 
employed by the thousand in differ- 
ent sections of the country, but prac- 
tically in the South, and 

WHEREAS, This pernicious prac- 
tice has not only become a lasting dis- 
grace to the capitalistic system, but 
also one of the greatest dangers to 
our nation and our race, and 

WHEREAS, National prohibition 
(as interfering with State rights) has 
been declared unconstitutional, and 
State Legislation against this crying 
evil has proved impractical and futile, 
because the goods made by children 
in one State are brought into the 
other; and 

WHEREAS, Congress possesses the 
power to regulate interstate transpor- 
tation under the Interstate Commerce 
act; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we hereby call 
upon Congress to pass a bill absolutely 
forbidding the transportation of goods 
made by children from one State into 
the other, and thus give an effective 
blow to the exploitation of children in 
this country. 


Resolution No. 92—By Delegate 
John J. Jaeckel, Workingmen’s Fed- 
eration, State of New York: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has declared its position 
against the employment of Children 
of tender years in mines, factories 
and workshops, and against the evils 
resulting from such employment; and 


WHEREAS, The Workingmen’s 
Federation of the State of New York, 
has endorsed the policy of the Anti- 
Child Labor League of America, which 
has for its object the enactment and 
rigid enforcement of laws, State and 
National, to remedy this great evil, 
and the educating of the public at 
large to the fact that the most feasible 
weapon to bring about the _ desired 
legislation is the purchasing power of 
the individual, which power can be 
best solidified by comprehensive edu- 
cation of the public to the fact that 
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goods that bear the “Union Label’ 
is a guarantee that Child Labor does 
not enter into the production of the 
article upon which the Union Label 
appears; and 

WHEREAS, The Anti-Child Labor 
League of America, whose motto is 
“Take the children from the Factories 
and place them in the Schools,” is at 
present conducting a campaign of 
education along these lines in New 
York State; be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, in its twenty- 
seventh annual Convention assembled, 
reaffirm its policy on the great evil of 
Child Labor, and heartily endorse the 
Anti-Child Labor League of America 
and its Policy, and requests its affili- 
ated organizations to assist in every 
possible manner in carrying out the 
above outlined policy. 


The committee reported as follows: 
on Resolutions 92 and 95. No action 
is necessary as committee has already 
dealt with subject matter and made 
specific recommendations which have 
been adopted by the convention. 

On motion the report or the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 100—By Delegate E. 
T. Behrens, Missouri State Federation 
of Labor: 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be and is hereby in- 
structed to have introduced in the 
next Congress a bill increasing the 
per capita on immigrants from Europe 
to fifty ($50) dollars, and that none 
shall be admitted who cannot state 
the provisions of the Constitution in 
their own language. 


Committee non-concurred in the 


resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 


Resolution No. 107—By Delegate 
Max S. Hayes, United Trades and La- 
bor Council, Cleveland, O.: 


WHEREAS, The judiciary of today 
is one of the modern agencies of the 
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capitalistic class for the subjugation 
of the masses; and 


WHEREAS, Especially the Federal 
judges, who are appointed by the 
President from the circles of corpora- 
tion lawyers upon the recommendation 
of prominent business men and plu- 
tocrats, are, as a rule, the worst and 
the most unjust of the multitude of 
unjust judges; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That we will call upon 
the Legislatures of the _ respective 
States and upon Congress for a speedy 
reform of our antiquated and corrupt 
system of dealing out justice which is 
tyranical and antiquated from the 
Police Court up to the Supreme Court 
of the United States; and furthermore, 
be it 


RESOLVED, That it is the senti- 
ment of the twenty-seventh conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L. that all judges, 
including the Federal judges, be elect- 
ed by the people of their respective 
districts or States, and that no judge 
shall be elected for a longer term than 
four years, with the privilege of: being 
re-elected from time to time if the 
people so desire. 


The committee recommended that 
the preamble and first resolution be 
stricken out and that a new resolu- 
tion be added as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the opinion 
of the A. F. of L. that our laws should 
be so amended that no Federal court 
of less jurisdiction than the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall have 
authority to declare any state or fed- 
eral law unconstitutional, and that the 
Supreme Court shall not have power 
to declare such laws unconstitutional 
except by the unanimous vote of the 
court sitting en banc; and, further, 
that no State Court of less jurisdic- 
tion than the Supreme Court of the 
State shall have power to declare any 
State law unconstitutional and that the 
Supreme Court of the State shall not 
exercise such power except by unan- 
imous vote of the Court. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resoution No. 108—By Delegate 
Max S. Hayes, United Trades and Labor 
Council, Cleveland, O.: 


WHEREAS, Trade autonomy in 


crafts 
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unionism is but the application to the 
labor movement of the outworn prin- 
ciple of individuals, and 

WHEREAS, The development of 
modern machinery and industrial pro- 
cesses on a large scale is in fact creat; 


ing identity of interests among many 
crafts hitherto only slightly relatea, 


and 

WHEREAS, Under our present forms 
of trades organization every national 
trades union’ looks with jealous care 
to its own organization, and opposing 
every new comer in the field; and 

WHEREAS, This contention over 
trade jurisdiction between National 
and International Unions is becoming 
more and more acute and cannot be 
settled under the present form of or- 
ganization of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, but it may, if contin- 
ued, very soon disrupt the organiza- 
tions of the workers of America; 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That we urgently rec- 
ommend the application of the princi- 
ple of industrial organization to those 
which are bound with others 
by the use of the same machinery, by 
contact in the same productive pro- 
cess, or by working for a common em- 
ployer, or for the same group of or- 
ganized employers; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-sev- 
enth Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor urge upon the vari- 
ous international craft organizations 
immediate settlement of jurisdiction 
questions by mutual conferences, by 
interchange of cards, by allied coun- 
cils, ete., and the substitution of a 
modern alignment of the united work- 


ing class against the growing rapac- 
ity of manufacturers’ and citizens’ al- 


liance organizations. 


The committee non-concurred in the 
resolution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended concur- 
rence in Resolution No. 109, when 
amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 109—By Delegate P 
F. Duffy, Chicago Federation of La- 
bor: 

To the 27th Annual Convention of 

The American Federation fo Labor: 


WHEREAS, Numerous secret de- 
tective agencies, among which the 
Pinkerton agency is the most promi- 


nent, are now being employed by em- 
ployers’ associations and similar or- 
ganizations, for the purpose of dis- 
rupting labor unions; and 

WHEREAS, These agencies in the 
event of a dispute between an em- 
ployer and his employes send large 








318 REPORT OF 


numbers of armed thugs and cut- 
throats into what otherwise would 
be a peaceful community to carry on 
a system of lawlessness, and to over- 
awe and intimidate the employes who 
are peacefully contending for their 
rights; and 

WHEREAS, No such band of law- 
less armed thugs could congregate 
in any community without the con- 
sent of thé officials of such commu- 
nity, and in order to secure such con- 
sent a charter or license is secured by 
these agencies to operate in the va- 
rious States; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor instruct its Ex- 
ecutive Council to take such action as 
it deems advisable in the premises. 


On metion the report of the commit- 


tee was concurred in, the vote being 
unanimous. 
Resolution No. 112~—By Delegate 


Thomas Feeley, of Milwaukee Feder- 
ated Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, The capitalist class, not 
satisfied with the control of the ma- 
chinery of the State and the judiciary, 
and although having the militia and 
the police lat its command, is in many 
cases also hiring armed thugs from 
the detective agencies in large cities 
for the purpose of creating trouble in 
cases of strikes and lockouts: and 

WHEREAS, Such cases of murder 
are becoming rather common all over 
the country; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled 
calls upon all the affiliated bodies and 
trade union men in general to use their 
best efforts to secure such legislation 
in the various States of the Union as 
will forbid the hiring and the employ- 
ment of armed bodies of men by pri- 
vate persons or private corporations 
for any purpose or under any name 
whatever. 


The committee reported as follows: 
As the subject matter is dealt with in 
Resolution No. 109, we deem further 
action unnecessary. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
eoncurred in. 


Delegate Feeley—The other resolu- 
tien does not cover all the grounds set 
forth in my request. This resolution 
demands legislation im all the States 
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that will prevent the employers from 
bringing in hired bands of armed mea 
for any purpose whatever. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Delegate Feeley of Milwaukee, wished 
to be recorded as voting against the 
motion to adopt the report of the 
committee. 


The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 115: As the subject 
matter is dealt with in Resolution No. 
53, we deem further action unneces- 
sary. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Delegate Wilson—Thiat completes the 
report of the committee. 
(Signed) 
A. FURUSETH, Chairman. 
W. B. WILSON, Secretary. 
WM. B. MACFARLANE. 
P. J. MCARDLE. 
J. L. RODIER. 
JAMES J. CREAMER. 
J. C. SHANESSY. 
R. GLOCKLING. 
THOS. F. TRACY. 
D. A. CAREY. 
T. J. CREAGER. 
H. J. CONWAY. 
JAMES A. CABLE. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Delegate Russell, for the Committee 
on Education, presented the following: 


Norfolk, Va., Nov. 20, 1907. 
To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor: ; 


Your Committee on Education re- 
gspectfully presents the following: 

Resolution No. 147—By Delegates 
John Golden and James Whitehead, of 
the United Textile Workers of America, 
which is herewith subjoined, was re- 
ferred te your committee for action 
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thereon. The resolution follows: 
WHEREAS, An organization has 
been formed known as a National So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Industrial 
Education, having for its object the 
raising of the standard of education 
along industrial lines; and 
WHEREAS, Some misapprehension 
exists in many quarters as to the 
attitude of organized labor upon this 
subject; be it, therefore 
RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
seventh Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, having 
in mind the experience of many of our 
national unions with the _ so-called 
Trade School, which attempted to teach 
a short cut to trade and which on some 
occasions was used as a weapon against 
the Trade Union movement, do not 
favor any movement having this ul- 
terior object in view; and be it fur- 
ther 
RESOLVED, That 
policy, or any society or 
having for its object the raising of 
the standard of industrial education 
and the teaching of the higher tech- 
nique of our various industries. 


we endorse any 
association, 


The foregoing resolution was prob- 
ably inspired by the address delivered 
by Mr. C. R. Richards, secretary of the 


National Society for the Promotion 
ef Industrial Education, during the 
morning session of the second day 


of the present Convention, ‘a verbatim 
copy of which was furnished by the 
stenographer to your committee for its 
guidance, the same receiving careful 
consideration by the committee. Mr. 
Charles H. Winslow, organized labor's 
representative on the Massachusetts 
Commission on Industrial Education, 
as well as Delegiates Driscoll and Co- 
hen, spoke before the committee on 
different phases of industrial educa- 
tion, contributing instructive obserwa- 
tions on the subject. 

Mr. Winslow, who twice addressed 
your committee, imparted valuable in- 
formation as to the present status and 
future prospects of industrial education 
in his own and other States, giving 
also the results of his person‘al, first- 
hand studies of the industrial schools 
of Europe. 


After an exhaustive, impartial dis- 


FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


- ized 


319 


cussion, your committee decided te 
record itself in favor of the best oppor- 
tunities for the most complete industrial 
and techincal education obtainable for 
prospective applicants for ‘tadmission 
into the skilled crafts of this country, 
particularly as regards the full possi- 
bilities of such crafts, to the end that 
such applicants be fitted not only for 
all usual requirements, but also for the 
highest supervisory 
bilities and rewards; 
tee 


duties, responsi- 
‘and your commit- 
that the Executive 
Council give this subject its early and 
deep consideration, examining estab- 
lished and proposed industrial school 
Systems, so that it may be in a position 
to inform the American Federation of 
Labor whit in the Council’s opinion 
would be the wisest course for organ- 
labor to 
therewith. 


recommends 


pursue in connection 
A motien was 

that the report 

concurred in. 


made and seconded 
of the committee be 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Driscoll and Golden. 


The 
of the 


motion to concur in 
committee 


the report 
was carried. 


FARMERS’ ORGANIZATIONS. 


In order to bring about a better un- 
derstanding and the fullest reciprocal 
relations between the farmers’ organ- 
izations friendly to organized labor and 
the American Federation of Labor, 
your committee makes 
recommendations: 


the following 


First, That the American Federation 
of Labor, through the Executive Coun- 
cil, request its affiliated bodies to urge 
upon their members the wisdom of pur- 
chasing products bearing the labels of 
either the Farmers’ Educational and 
Co-operative Union of America, or the 
American Society of Equity, whenever 
possible to do so. 

‘ ‘ 

Second, Your committee strongly rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council 
make a special study of the question 
of how to establish and maintain a 
working agreement between the said 
farmers’ organizations and the Amer- 
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ican Federation of Labor and its affil- 
jations, giving special attention to the 
perfecting of ways and means of ac- 
quainting the friendly farmers with, 
and keeping constantly before them, 
the various union labels as well as the 
evil effects of sweatshops, convict, 
trust competition, etc., and in addition 
thereto that united legislative action be 
encouraged. 

Third, Your committee further rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council 
consider the advisability of establishing 
a bureau of information and the plac- 
ing of special agents in this promising 
field for the purpose of bringing about 
the desired result, 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


MEMORIAL DAY. 


That portion of the Executive Coun- 
cil’s report headed ‘‘Liabor’s Memorial 


Day,” was referred to your commit- 
tee. The committee endorses the Coun- 
cil’s recommendation that the Con- 


vention designate a day to be known 
as, and declare itself in favor of the 


general observance of “‘Labor’s Mem- 
orial Day.” 
Your committee, therefore, recom- 


mends thiat the second Sunday in the 
month of May be the day to be so 
designated and observed. 


PROCEEDINGS 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Treasurer Lennon—I move to amend 
the report of the committee by sub- 
stituting Decoration Day for the 
second Sunday in May. (Seconded). 


The question was discussed by 
Treasurer Lennon. Delegate Rodier 
and Vice-President Duncan. 


Vice-President Duncan moved to 
amend the amendment by providing 
that the Sunday preceding Labor Day 
be chosen as Labor’s Memorial Day. 
(Seconded). 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Ramsay, Lewis (T. L.), Ander- 
son, Crampton and Russell. 


On motion debate on the question 
was closed. 


The amendment to the motion and 


the amendment to the amendment 
were lost. 


The motion to adopt the report of 
the committee was carried by a vote of 
93 to 21. 


At 6:30 p. m. the Convention was ad- 


journed to 9 a. m. Saturday, November 
28rd. 
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TWELFTH DAY—Morning Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 9 a. m., Saturday, November 28rd, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES—Kennedy CR. weds 
Kline, Dougherty (W. J.).  Mockler, 
Flynn, Loebenberg, Holzsager, Cable, 
Shamp, Morton, Bechtold, Flynn, 
Rickert, Larger, McMahon, Landers, 
Rosenberg, Winters, Nestor, Moffitt, 
Maher, Lawlor, Lilien. Davis. McSor- 
ley Wilson (J. T.). Price, Sullivan (D. 
H.), Frey, Carroll, Weber (J. N.), 
Winkler, Skemp, Sheret, Schwarz, 
Starr, Murphy (17. P.), Goltra, Duffy, 
Calhoun, Quick (Lh W.), Mahon 
CW. D.), Powell (G.), Hatch 
(J. H.), Entenza, Puckett, Peete, 
Griffin, Koonce, Langston, Shea, 
Iglesias, Lee (C. H.), Johnson (H.), 
Woodman (C. W.). Mahoney (M.), 
Virella, Frank, Jones, Leighton, Zim- 
merman, Richards, Miller, Breid- 
enbach, Lee (N. M.), Johns, Kossick, 
Jennings, Gorman, Balhorn, Maloney, 
Quick (G. F.). Armstrong, Humphrey, 
Welch, Piggott, Bowerman, Robinson, 
Bradley (J.). Bogasse, Clinton, Don- 
kel, Snvder, Hausen, Vaughan, John- 
son, Rizzle, Justice, Muldoon, Rams- 
dell, Roe. Behen. Cullen, Blake, Can- 
ty. McCallum, Thompson, Hall, Beat- 
ty. Hamlin, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Freedman, Conley (P. E.) 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.), Secretary 
of the Committee on Resolutions, re- 
ported as follows: 


Resolution No. 8.—By Delegates Lee 
M. Hart and John J. Barry, of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes: 


WHEREAS, The Los Angeles 
Times, having secured the unlimited 
financial backing of the American 
Manufacturers’ Association and. kin- 
dred hostile organizations of capital, 
is today, under the pretense of being 
the leading exponent of the so-called 
“open shop,” indeed the most unfair, 
unscrunulous and malignant enemy of 
orgauized labor in America; and 

WHEREAS, The Los Angeles Times 
is concentrating all its energies to 
disrupt the unions of Los Angeles, and 
unless strenuously resisted and check- 
ed, will destroy not only the organiza- 
tion of labor, but also crush the spirit 
of the workers for justice and right, 
and would befoul the good name of 
and honor of Los Angeles and make 
of it the breeding place for strike- 


breakers of all crafts and trades; and 
WHEREAS, All thinkers and ob- 
servers accord to labor organizations 
the honor and credit of being the 
real factors in the advancement and 
improvement of the condition of the 
working people of not only a An- 
geles but of the entire countr we 
recognize the tactics of the. * Los 
Angeles Times and its cohorts in at- 
tempting the annihilation of the or- 
ranizations of labor, first with the 
prime object of reducing wages, im- 
posing their will as “masters” and 
tearing down the American standard 
of life of America’s workers; and 
WHEREAS. The International 
Typographical Union, having expend- 
ed more than fifty thousand dollars 
in Los Angeles in defending the cause 
of Labor from the vicious attacks 
of the Los Angeles Times and the 
Citizens’ Alliance, now believes this 
struggle in Los Angeles has become 
national in its scope. vitally affecting 
all labor, and that it should therefore 
be financed and carried on by Ameri- 
ca’s labor movement, through its rec- 
ognized head, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That each and every 
organization affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be requested 
and urged ‘to levy an assessment of 
one cent per month per member for 
a period of one vear, or make appro- 
priation equivalent thereto, and that 
these moneys shall be transmitted to 
the Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and accounted for by 
him ‘n a separate fund; gnd, be it fur- 
ther 
RESOLVED, That all moneys re- 
ceived from said assessments, appro- 
priations and donations, shall be held 
as a “Los Angeles Fund” and shall 
be disbursed for tre protection of the 
interests of labor in Los Angeles, and 
for no other purpose. in such man- 
ner that in the opinion of the_Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall redound to the 
welfare of the toilers of Los Angeles 
and the assertion and maintenance of 
their rights and interests. 
-RESOLVED, That. the moyement 
contemplated bv these resolutions 
shall be conducted _by a representative 
of the American Federation of Labor 
who shall be appointed by and be un- 
der the immediate supervision of the 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor, with the consent and advice 
of the Executive Council. 


The committee reported as fol- 
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lows: Your committee concurs in the 
spirit and intent of this resolution and 
recommends that one special assess- 
ment of one cent per capita be levied 
to combat the work of the Manufac- 
turers’ Association in Los Angeles and 
other places where similar conditions 
exist. 


Your committee further recom- 
mends that all national and interna- 
tional organizations directly interested 
in this situation send one or more or- 
ganizers, as per the advice of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, to successfully prose- 
cute the work necessary to ultimately 
organize the workers of Los Angeles 
and other places where like conditions 
exist. 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J.)—Does that 
mean .one cent a month? 


Delegate Ryan—It means one spe- 
cial assessment of one cent per mem- 
ber. 


The question was discussed at 
length by Delegate MacArthur, Dele- 
gate Lynch and Treasurer Lennon. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 56—By Delegate M. 


J. Clarke, of Muncie, Ind., Trades 
Council: 
WHEREAS, The American Flint 


Glass Workers’ Union of North 
erica applied for a charter of affilia- 
tion with the American Federation of 
Labor, and the Executive Council of 
the A. F. of L. decided to grant a 
charter to the A. F. G. W. U.; and 

WHEREAS, Said decision of the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 
was accepted by the representatives 
of ‘the A. F. G. W. U. who were under 
the impression that the A. F. W. U. 
would retain jurisdiction ser the 
members they now have, but it later 
developed that as a condition of secur- 
ing a charter of affiliation “The A, F 
G. W. U. would have to surrender to 
the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association,’ 
a large number. of members. who 
learned their trade and received their 
trade union teachings under the Am- 
— Flint Glass Workers’ Union; 
an¢ 

WHEREAS, The representatives of 
the said A. F. G. W. U. could _not 
transfer the membership involved to 
the said G. B. B. A. as said member- 
ship would refuse to_sever their con- 
nection with the A. F. G. W. U. and 


Am- 
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unite with the G. B. B. A. owing to 
the fact that such a transfer of mem- 
bership would incur a sacrifice of 
protective rules that would thereby 
entail an absolutely unnecessary 


reduction in wages, Therefore, be it 
RESOLVED. That we, the repre- 
sentatives of the Annual Con- 


27th 

vention of the A. F. of L. do hereby 
instruct the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. to issue or re-issue a char- 
ter to the American Flint Glass Work- 
ers’ Union on the following conditions: 


First. The G. B. B. A. shall retain 
jurisdiction over the factories now 
governed by that organization. 

Second, The A. F. G. W. U. shall 
retain jurisdiction over the factories 
now governed by that organization. 


The committee reported as follows: 
Your committee recommends non-con- 
currence in this resolution, and re- 
affirms the decision rendered by the 
Executive Council at Minneapolis, 
Minn., November 18, 1906, which is as 
follows: 


“Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 18,1906. 

“On the applictaion of the American 
Flint Glass Workers for a charter, it 
was decided that charter be issued 
upon the condition that they refrain 
from making bottles and fruit jars, 
which constitutes a class of work per- 
formed by the ‘lass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association, now affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor.” 


Delegate Ryan—I move you _ that 
the report of the committee be adop- 
ted. (Seconded). 


Vice-President Hayes—I understand 
there are some representatives of the 
Flint Glass Workers’ Union here who 
desire to address this convention. If 
that is the case, I move that the rep- 
resentatives of the Flint Glass Work- 
ers’ Union, one or more, be granted 
the privilege of this floor. 


Mr. Rowe, President of the Ameri- 
can Flint Glass Workers, was recog- 
nized and discussed the question 
at some length. At the expiration of 


ten minutes the time in which he was. 


allowed to speak was extended in- 


definitely. 


The question was further discussed 
by Vice-President Hayes, whose time 
for geeeting was also extended indefi- 
nitely. 


Vice-President O’Connell in the 


chair. 
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The question was further discussed 
by Vice-President Duncan and Dele- 
gate T. L. Lewis. 


Delegate Lewis offered the follow- 
ing substitute for the report of the 
committee: 


RESOLVED, That it is hereby or- 
dered that a charter be Someta 
granted to the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union, to affiliate with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

RESOLVED, That within sixty (60) 
days after the adjournment of this 
convention a conference shall be held 
at the headquarters of the American 
Federation of Labor. This confer- 
ence to consist of three representa- 
tives of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ As- 
sociation and three representatives of 
the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union and the President of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, or some 
revresentative he may select, to en- 
deavor to effect an agreement_ re- 
garding jurisdiction, harmony and co- 
operation of action and the protection 
of the interests of the workers em- 
ployed in the glass industry § as 
represented by these two organiza- 
tions. 

RESOLVED, That if the confer- 
ence shall fail to reach an agreement, 
the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to impose such 
disciplinary punishment upon the or- 
ganization resnonsible ror such failure, 
as the judgment of the Executive 
Council may direct. 


Vice-President O’Connell — The 


chair rules that the motion is a nega- 
tive motion and not in order. 


Delegate Lewis—I rise to a ques- 
tion of information. .I would like to 
ask if the substitute that I have of- 
fered is not precisely the same kind 
of substitute that our honored presi- 
dent offered the other day to the re- 
port of the Adjustment Committee on 
another controversy ? 


Vice-President O’Connell—The chair 
decides the substitute is a nega- 
tive motion to the resolution submit- 
ted by this convention and acted upon 
by the committee. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—Much as I 
regret it, in order to place this con- 
vention on record, I appeal from the 
decision of the chair. 


Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 


Delegate Lewis stated his reasons 


for appealing from the decision of the 
chair. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated his 
reasons for making the decision. 


The chair being unable to decide 
on a viva voce vote whether or not 
the decision was sustained, a division 
was called for, which resulted in 94 
votes being cast to sustain the decision 
of the chair and 87 votes against sus- 
taining the decision. 

A roll call was asked for, und the 
request being supported by a sufficient 
number of delegates, Secretary Mor- 
rison proceeded with the roll call, 
which resulted as follows: 


AYES.—Kennedy, (A. J.). Shee- 
han, Kline, y am Ay % 
Flynn, (T. H.), Johnson, wv. A.), 
Nolan, (Thos.), Ryan (F. M. ae But- 
ler, Carpenters’ delegation (1,379 
votes), French, Smith (J. T.), Con- 
way, Morris (Max.). Manning. Rob- 
inson, (Herman), Loebenberg, Elec- 
trical Workers’ delegation (101 votes). 


Feeney, Comerford. McKee, Winn, 
Ketter, Shamp, Healey, Morton, 
Hayes (D. A.). Lafferty, Dunlap, 
West Winters, Newton, Duncan, 


Coombe, Cruickshank, Moffitt, Maher, 


Lawlor, Driscoll, McSorley, Liebig, 
Keefe, O’Connor, Noves, Dwyer, 
O’Connell, Creamer, Ireland, Grout. 


Sheet Metal Workers’ delegation (51 
votes), Valentine, Frey, Schwab, Care 


roll, O’Neill, Musicians’ delegation 
(188 votes), Skemp, Holton, Lucas, 
Carey, (J. _T.), Murphy. (J. P.), Al- 
pine, Badgley, Clark, Kennedy, 


(Frank), Pacini, McCarthy, Perham, 
Quick (L. W.), Ramsay, Fur- 
useth, Olander, Anderson, Hart, 
Barry, Freel, Evans, Bosworth, Ger- 
vais, Flood, Wendelken. Callahan, 
Golden, Leps, Typographical Union 
delegation (107 votes}, Mulcahy, 
Braunschweig, Gebelein, Marx, En. 
tenza, Kuermmerly, Heicken, Griffin, 
Dihle, Parks, Bradley, Hirsch, Huddell, 
Duffy (P. F.), Miller (J. G.), Ertley, 
Doherty, (P. J.), Leary, Petry, Kugel, 
‘Tracy, (CW. J.), Powell, Reardon, 
Vaughan, McC racken, Creager, Shunk, 
Seott (J. F.), Dunn (J. J.). Rodier, 
Foley, Dunne, (J. R.). representing 
6,881 votes. 


NAYS.—Myrup. Weber. Klapetsky. 


Noschang, Shanessy, Fischer, Ja- 
cob), Glockling. Tobin, Tateman, 
Dullea, Hatch, Warren, Butterworth, 


Dwyer, Carpenters’ delegation (550 
votes), Crampton, Nelson. Gengen- 
back, ig Barnes, Holzsager, Rus- 
sell (D. L.), Cable, Bablitz, Electrical 
Workers’ delegation (201 votes), Nug- 
ent, Rickert, Larger, McMahon, Ha- 
ge~ Landers, Rosenberg. Stemburgh, 
Breen, Fitzpatrick, McArdle, Davis, 








324 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Lewis (L.), Pfeiffer, Potter, Call, 
Dardis, Sheet Metal Workers’ delega- 
tion (102 votes), Lewis (T. L.), Wil- 
son (W. B.), Ryan (W, D.), Walker, 


Dempsey, Savage, Sullivan ‘(D. * i 
Musicians’ delegation (187 votes), Fin- 
ger, Wilson (Jas.), Gernon, Wallace, 


Duffy (T. J.), Moore. Mahon, Pratt, 
Colgan, Sands, Harrington, Brown (J. 
G.), Lennon, Sheehan, McDonald, Fis- 
cher (Henry). McAndrews, Typogra- 
pDhical Union delegation (321 votes), 
MacArthur, Perkins, White, Behrens, 


Berger, Crouse, Sullivan (Daniel), 
Johnston, Zimmerman, Hayes (Max), 
Zihlman, Tracy (M. F.), Coldren, 
Young (John), Engle, Zahn, Feeley, 
Clark (M. J.).. Humphrey, Costello, 
Lyon, McGinn, Kane, McGary, Flynn, 
J. P.). Conroy, Devine, Wilson’ (G 


W.), Hunter, Coady, representing 6,742 
votes. 


NOT VOTING.—DeVeaux,  Brink- 
man, Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Mangan, 
Kellington, Bechtold, Flannery, Flynn, 
(J. J.). Nestor, Sullivan (T. J.). Sul- 
livan (Jere. Farrell, Sullivan 
Wm. Q.), Wallace, McCafferty, Ward. 
Sheret, Schwarz. Dold. Starr, 
Goltra, Calhoun, Noble, Russell 
(Benj). Robinson (Hugh),_ Lantz, 
Whitehead, Powell. Hatch, Fosdick, 
Puckett, Peete, Cohen, McEwen, 
Jaeckle, Koonce, Reynolds, Langston, 
Shea, Iglesias. Lee, Johnson (Hor- 
ace). Woodman, Cotterill; Mahoney, 
Virella, Frank, Jones (Jerome), Mc- 
Donald, Leighton, O’Leary, Richards, 
Seaber, Breidenbach, Allen, Mahoney 
(J. H.). Strait. Lee, Johns, Kossick, 
Jennings. Corman, _Bahlhorn, Ma- 
loney, Quick (G. F.), Armstrong, 
Welsch, Holland, Scott (H. S.). Pi 
gott. Bowerman, Robinson (Frank), 
Bradley,. Bogasse, Shickel, Clinton, 
Donkel, Snyder, Lopez, Be Nae aad (C, O.). 
Hausen, Johnson, (G. J.). Byron, Riz- 
zle, Justice, Muldoon, Ramsdell, Nan- 
carrow. Roe,Behen,Cullen, Voll, Blake, 
Canty. Becerril, Woodmansie, McCal- 
lum, Thompson, Hall. Edwards, Beatty, 
Hamlin, Bohm, Creamer (Francis), 
Booth, Green, Myers, Grant. Curtis, 
Ryan (E.), Freedman, Conley, Hodge, 
Trotter, Chapman, representing 1,292 
votes. 


Price, 


At 12 m. a motion was made and 
earried that the convention remain in 


session until 
disposed of. 


1e question pending was 


The question was further discussed 
by President Gompers, who spoke at 
some length of the correspondence 
that had been carried on with the 
American Flint Glass Workers, and 
various efforts that had been made to 
induce them to abide by the decision 
of the Executive Council at Minneapo- 
lis. 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Wilson (W. B.), Vice- 
President Hayes, Delegate Flood, Mr. 
Rowe and Delegate Lewis. 


A motion to close debate was made 
and seconded. Delegate Clark, of the 
Muncie, Indiana, Trades Council, au- 
thor of the resolution asked to be heard 
on the question. Delegate Clark’s re- 
quest was granted, and he made an 
extended statement in regard to the 
differences between the two organiza- 
tions. 


The motion to close debate was then 
put and carried. The motion to adopt 
the report of the committee was de- 
clared caried on a viva voce vote. 


Division was called for, which re- 
sulted in 130 votes being cast in favor 
of the motion to adopt the report of 
the committee and 31 votes against 


the motion. 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J.) moved that 
the convention remain in session and 
go into the election of officers. 


The motion was seconded but not 
carried. 


At 1:15 p. m. an adjournment was 
taken to 2:15 p. m. 
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TWELFTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 2:15 p. m., Saturday, November 234d, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES — Fischer, Kline, 
Dougherty (W. J.). Mockler, Flynn, 
Malloy, Tracy, Conway, Loebenberg, 
Cable, McNulty. Shamp. Morton, 
Mangan, Kellington, Bechtold, Flynn, 
Rickert. Winters, Nestor, Moffitt, Lil- 
ien, Dwyer, Creamer, Ireland, Wilson 
(J. T.), Price, Dempsey, Savage, Sulli- 
van (D. H.), Carroll, Weber, Winkler, 
Carey. Skemp, Lucas, Sheret, Schwarz, 


Starr, Goltra, Duffy, Calhoun, 
Quick (L. W.), Mahon (CW. D.), 
Leps, Powell, Entenza, Puck-. 


ett, Behrens, Koonce, Reynolds, Lang- 
ston, Shea, Lee (C. H.), Johnson (H.), 
Woodman, Mahoney (M.), Berger, 
Virella, Frank, Jones, Leighton, Rich- 
ards, Breidenbach, Lee CW. M.), 
Johns, Kossick, Jennings, Gorman, 
Bahlhorn, Maloney (R. S.). Quick (G, 
F.), Armstrong (R.). Clark (M. J.), 
Welch, Piggott, Bowerman, Robin- 
son, Bradley (J.), Bogasse, Vaugh- 
an, Johnson J.) Rizzle, 


Justice, Muldoon, Ramsdell, Roe, 
Behen, Cullen, lake, Canty, 
Woodmansie, McCallum, _Thompson, 
Edwards, 3eatty Hamlin, 3ooth, 


Green, Myers, Freedman, Conley. 


President Gompers—The hour for 
the special order of business having 
arrived, the convention will proceed 
to elect officers for the coming year 
and select the city in which to hold 
the next convention. The chair will 
ask Delegate Lynch, President of 
the International Typographical Un- 
ion, to preside during election. 


Delegate Creamer was recognized 
and placed President Gompers in nom- 
ination to succeed himself as presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. The nomi- 
nation was seconded by Delegates 
Berger and Sullivan (T. J.). 


Delegate Sullivan moved that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention for 
Samuel Gompers for president for the 
ensuing year. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
Samuel Gompers for President of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
ensuing year. . 


Delegate Lynch—According to the 
instructions of the convention I there- 
fore declare Samuel Gompers as re- 
elected President of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


In response to calls from the floor, 
President Gompers made a brief ad- 
dress, in which he thanked the con- 
vention for the honor of re-election. 


Delegate Lynch announced _ that 
nominations were in order for the of- 
fice of First Vice-President. 


Delegate McCarthy placed in nomi- 
nation for the office of First Vice- 
President, James Duncan, of the 
Granite Cutters’ International Associ- 
ation. The nomination was seconded 
by Delegate Hart. 


On motion of Delegate Lewis (T. L.) 
the secretary was instructed to cast 
the unanimous vote of the convention 
for Vice-President Duncan. The vote 
was unanimous. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
ununimous vote of this convention for 
James Duncan for First Vice-Presi- 
denc of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan re-elected. 


In response to calls from the floor 
Vice-President Duncan made a brief 
address to the convention. 


Vice-President Duncan was recog- 
nized and placed in nomination for 
the office of Second Vice-President, 
John Mitchell, of the United Mine 
Workers of America. Vice-President 
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Duncan stated that he had never be- 
fore arisen to nominate a colleague 
on the Executive Council, but that in 
the absence of Vice-President Mitchell 
on account of serious illness, he de- 
sired to place his name before the con- 
vention. 


The nomination of Vice-President 
Mitchell was seconded by Delegate 
Flannery. Delegate Comerford moved 
that the Secretary be instructed to 
cast the unanimous vote of the con- 
vention for John Mitchell for Second 
Vice-President for the ensuing year. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vcte of this convention for 
John Mitchell for Second Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell re-elected. 


Delegate Ryan (F. M.)—I move 
that a telegram stating the action of 
this convention be forwarded to Vice- 
President Mitchell. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Delegate Lewis (T. L.j) placed in 
nomination for the office of Third 
Vice-President James O’Connell, of 
the International Association of Ma- 
chinists. 


The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Wilson (James) who moved 
that the Secretary be instructed to 
cast the unanimous vote of the con- 
vention for Vice-President O’Connell. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
James O’Connell for Third Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent O’Connell re-elected. 


In response to calls from the floor 


PROCEEDINGS 


Vice-President O’Connell made a brief 
address to the convention. 


Delegate Ramsay placed in nomina- 
tion for the office of Fourth Vice- 
President,- Max Morris, of the Retail 
Clerks’ International Protective As- 
sociation. The nomination was sec- 
onded by Delegates Ketter, Fosdick 
and Cottrell. 


Delegate Cottrell moved that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention for 
Max Morris for Fourth Vice-President. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
Max Morris for Fourth Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Morris re-elected. 


Vice-President Morris was asked to 
address the convention, and responded 
briefly. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.) placed in 
nomination for the office of Fifth 
Vice-President D. A. Hayes, of the 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. The 
nomination was seconded by Delegate 
Perham, who moved that the Secre- 
tary be instructed to cast the vote of 


the convention for Vice-President 
Hayes. 

The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
D. A. Hayes for Fifth Vice-President 
of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Hayes re-elected. 


In response to calls from the floor 
Vice-President Hayes addressed the 
convention. 


Delegate McEwen placed in nomina- 
tion for the office of Sixth Vice-Presi- 
dent Daniel J. Keefe, of the Interna- 
tional Association of Longshoremen. 
The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
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gate Russell, who moved that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention for 
Vice-President Keefe. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
Daniel J. Keefe for Sixth Vice-Presi- 
den of the American Federation of 
Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Keefe re-elected. 


In response to requests from the 
floor Vice-President Keefe addressed 
the convention. 


President Gompers in the chair. 


Delegate Lynch placed in nomina- 
tion for the office of Seventh Vice- 
President William D. Huber, of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners. The nomination was sec- 
onded by Delegate Duffy (Frank) and 
Kennedy (W. E.) 


On motion of Delegate Kennedy the 
Secretary was instructed to cast the 
unanimous vote of the convention for 
Vice-President Huber. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
William D. Huber for Seventh Vice- 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Huber re-elected. 


In response to requests from the 
floor Vice-President Huber addressed 
the convention. 


Delegate Russell placed in nomina- 
tion for the office of Eighth Vice- 
President Joseph F. Valentine, of the 
Iron Molders’ Union of North America. 
The nomination was seconded by Dele- 
gate Andersen, who moved that the 
Secretary cast the unanimous vote of 


the convention for Vice-President Val- 
entine. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
Joseph F. Valentine for Highth Vice- 
President of the American Federation 
of Labor for the ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Valentine re-elected. 


In response to requests, Vice-Presi- 
dent Valentine addressed the conven- 
tion. 


Delegate Fischer (Henry) placed in 
nomination for the office of Treasurer 
John B. Lennon, of the Journeymen 
Tailors’ Union. The nomination was 
seconded by Delegate tobinson 
(Hugh). Delegate Crampton moved 
that the Secretary be instructed to 
cast the unanimous vote of the con- 
vention for Treasurer Lennon. The 
motion was seconded and carried. 


Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
John B. Lennon for Treasurer of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
ensuing year. 


The chairman declared Treasurer 
Lennon re-elected. 


In response to requests from the 
floor, Treasurer Lennon addressed the 
convention. 


Delegate Frey placed in nomination 
for the office of Secretary, Frank Mor- 
rison, of the International Typogra- 
phical Union. In behalf of and at 
the request of his colleagues, Delegate 
Lynch, of the I. T. U., seconded the 
nomination. 


Delegate Feeley moved that Presi- 
dent Gompers be instrutted to cast 
the unanimous vote of the convention 
for Secretary Morrison. (Seconded). 


The motion was put by Delegate 
Berger, and carried. 


President Gompers—In accordance 
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with instructions, I cast the unani- 
mouse vote of this convention in favor 
of Frank Morrison as Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
ensuing term, and declare him elec- 
ted. 


In response to calls from the floor, 
Secretary Morrison made a brief ad- 
dress. 


President Gompers—Two fraternal 
delegates are to be elected to repre- 
sent this body in the British Trades 
Union Congress. We will now proceed 
with the election of the first delegate. 


Fraternal Delegate Hodge in the 


chair. 


Delegate Moffitt placed in nomina- 
tion for fraternal delegate to the Brit- 
ish Trades Union Congress Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Sea- 
men’s Union. The nomination was sec- 
onded by Delegates Tracy (T.F.) and 
Wilson (W. B.) 


Delegate Driscoll placed in nomina- 
tion for delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress John E. Potts, of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners. The nomination was seconded 
by Delegates Nelson and Flood. 


There being no further nominations, 
Secretary Morrison proceeded with 
the roll call, which resulted as fol- 
lows: 


FOR FURUSETH—Myrup, Weber, 
Brinkman, Gompers, Tracy a Ss 
Barnes, French, Smith (J. T.), Con- 
way. Morris, Manning. Robinson (Her- 
man), Loebenberg, Electrical Work- 
ers’ delegation (101 votes), McKee, 
Winn, Nugent, Flannery, Flynn (J. J.) 
United Garment Workers’ delegation, 
(67 votes), Haves (D. A.), Lafferty, 


Duncan. Coombe, Cruickshank, Mof- 
fitt. Maher, Lawlor, McArdle, Davis, 
Lewis (L.), O’Connell, Creamer, ire- 
land, Potter, Call, Grout, Dardis, 
Lewis (T. L.). Wilson (W. B. ) Ryan 
(W. D), Walker, Dempsey, Savage, 
Sullivan (D. H.), Valentine, Frey, 


Schwab, Carroll, O’Neill. Weber (J. 
N.), Miller, Winkler,’ Carey (D. A.), 
Painters’ delegation (250 votes), Wil- 
son (James), Gernon, McCarthy. Per- 
ham, Quick (L. W.),. Ramsay, Mahon, 
Pratt, Colgan, Furuseth, Olander, Har- 
rington, Andersen, Brown, Russell 
(Benj.). Hart, Lennon. Robinson 
(Hugh), Lantz. Fischer (Henry). Mc- 
Andrews, Lynch (J. M.) Morrison, 
Stevenson, Colbert, Mulcahy, Braun- 
schweig. Gebelein, MacArthur, Fos- 


dick, Perkins, Heicken, McEwen, 
Dihle, Cotterill, Berger, Sullivan (D.). 
Johnston, Seaber, Ertley. Johns, 
Engle, Zahn, Feeley, Humphrey, Hol- 
land. Petry, Schickel, Reardon, Young 
CC. Q.). McCracken, Byron, Scott (J. 
F.), SSOESELON, Cody, Dunne (J. R.). 
renresenting 777 votes. 


FOR POTTS.—Kennedy (A. J.), 
Klapetzky, Noschang, Shanessy, Fis- 
cher, Sheehan, Flynn (T. H.), John- 
son (W. L. A.), Kellas, Tobin, Tate- 


man, Dullea, Hatch, Warren, Butter- 
worth, Ryan (F.' M.). Butler, Dwyer, 


Duffy (Frank), Guerin, Potts, Huber, 
McKinlay, McFarlane, Swartz, Cramp- 
ton, Nelson, Gengenback. Malloy, Rus- 
sell (D. L.), Electrical Workers’ dele- 
gation (201 votes), Feeney Comerford, 
Ketter, Shamp. Healy, Morton, Man- 
gan, United Garment Workers’ dele- 
gation (267 votes), Dunlap, West, 
Stemburgh, Breen, Fitzpatrick, Dris- 
coll, Sullivan (T. J. Sullivan (Jere 
L.), Farrell, Sullivan (W. Q.), Wallace, 
Manning (J. J.), Pfeiffer, McCafferty, 
Keefe, O’Connor, Noyes, Dwyer, O’Sul- 
livan, Wheeler, Frayne, reyes dele- 
gation (374 votes). Carey (J. T.), Mur- 
phy, Alpine. Badgley. Clark (Thomas). 
Kennedy (Frank), Pacini, Sands, Bar- 
ry, Evans, Bosworth, Gervais, Flood, 
Sheehan, Wendelken, Callahan, Mc- 
Donald, Golden, Whitehead, Powell, 
Marx, Entenza, Cohen, Park, Jaeckle, 
Bradley. Huddell, Duffy (P. F.), Mil- 
ler (J. G.), Tracy (M. _F.), Young 
Doherty (P. J.). Costello, 
Scott (H. S.), Kugel, Tracy (W._J.). 
McGinn, Powell (J. J.). MeGary., Voll, 
Foley, representing 6,185 votes. 


NOT VOTING—DeVeaux, Kline, 
Dougherty, Mockler, Glocklin, Holz- 
sager, Cable, Bablitz Kellington, Bech- 
tola Rosenberg, Winters. Newton, 
Nestor, McSorley, Liebig, Wilson (J. 
T.). Ward, Price, Wallace, Sheret, 
Schwarz, Dold, Starr, Goltra. Duffy 
(T. J.), Moore, Calhoun, Noble, Freel, 
Leps, Hatch, Puckett, Kuermmerly. 
White, Peete, Griffin, Behrens, 
Koonce, Reynolds, Langston, Shea, 
Iglesias, Lee, Johnson (Horace), 
Woodman, Mahoney, Virella, Frank, 
Jones, McDonald, Hirsch, Crouse, 
Leighton, O’Leary, Zimmerman, Rich- 


ards, Hayes (Max), Zihiman, Breid- 
enbach, Allen. Mahoney (J. H.), 
Strait, Lee, Coldren, Kossick, Jen- 


Maloney, 
Clark (M. 


Bahlhorn, 
A rmstronge : 


nings, Gorman, 
Quick (G. F.). 
J.), Welch, Leary, 
Rowerman, Robinson (Fr rank) 3 
ley, Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel. Snyder. 
Lopez, Kane, Hausen, V ane an, John- 
ston (G. J.). Kreager, Rizzle, Schunk, 
Flynn (J. P.), Conroy. "Devine. Jus- 
tice, Wilson (G W.), Muldoon, Dunn 
(J. J.), Rodier, Ramsdell, Roe, Behen, 
Cullen, Blake, Canty. Hunter, Becer- 
ril, McCallum, Thompson, Hall, Ed- 
wards, Reatty. Hamlin, Bohm, Cream- 


er (Francis), Booth, Green, Myers, 
tyrant. Curtis, Ryan (B.), Freedman, 
Conley, Hodve,. Trotter, Chapman, 


representing 953 votes. 
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The chairman declared 
Furuseth duly elected. 


Delegate 


Vice-President O’Connell placed in 
nomination for second fraternal dele- 
gate to the British Trades Union Con- 
gress James J. Creamer, of the In- 
ternational Association of Machin- 
ists. 


Delegate Geurin placed in nomina- 


tion John F. Tobin, of the _ Inter- 
national Union of Boot and Shoe 
Workers. The nomination of Dele- 


gate Creamer was seconded by Dele- 
gate Ryan (W. D.), and the nomina- 
tion of Delegate Tobin was seconded 
by Delegate Sullivan (T. J.) 


There being no further nominations, 
Secretary Morrison proceeded with the 
roll call, which resulted as follows: 


FOR CREAMER.—Kennedy. (A. 


J.\. Klapetzky, Noschang, Shanessy, 
Fischer (Jacob), Flynn (TT. H.), 
Johnson (W. L. A.), Kellas, Butter- 
worth, Ryan (Ff. M.). Butler, Dwyer, 
Carpenters’ delegation (276 ‘Yotes), 
Crampton, Nelson, Brinkman, Gom- 
pers, Tracy (T. F.), French, Smith (J. 
T.), Clerks’ delegation (300 votes), 
McNulty, Fay. Kennedy, Feeney, Mc- 
Kee, Ketter, Firemen’s delegation (84 
votes) Nugent, Flannery, Flynn (J. 
J.), Hayes, (D._A.), Lafferty, Dunlap, 
West, Granite Cutters’ delegation (84 
votes), Moffitt, Maher, Stemburgh, 


‘Breen, Fitzpatrick, Driscoll, Hotel and 


Restaurant Employes’ delegation (73 
votes), McArdle, Davis, Lewis (L.), 
Keefe, O’Connor, Noyes, Dwyer, 
O’Connell, Creamer (J. J.), Ireland, 
O’Sullivan, Wheeler, Frayne, Lewis 
(T. L.), Wilson (W. B.), Ryan (W. 
D.), Walker, Dempsey, Savage, Sulli- 
van (D. H.), Valentine, Frey, Schwab, 
i Musicians’ delegation 


(938 votes), Painters’ delegation (125 


votes), Wilson (James). Gernon, Al- 
pine, Badgley, Clark (Thos.), Kenne- 
dy (Frank), Pacini, Perham, Quick 


(L. W.), Ramsay, 
Harrington, 


Furuseth, Olander, 
Andersen Brown, Hart, 
Rarry, Evans, Rosworth, Gervais. Len- 
non, Lantz, Flood. Sheehan, Wendel- 
ken, Callahan, McDonald, Typograph- 
ical Union delegation (321 votes), 
Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Gebelein, 
MacArthur, Fosdick, Heicken, Cohen, 
McEwen, Bradley, Sullivan (D.), 
Johnston, Zimmerman, Seaber, Ertley, 
Allen, Tracy (M. F.), Young (John), 
Feeley, Humphrev, Costello, Scott (H. 
S.), Kugel. Tracy «W. J.), Powell (J. 
J.), Shickel, Scott (J. F.). Dunne (J. 
R.), representing 8,826 votes. 


FOR TOBIN.—Sheehan, Tobin, 
Tateman, Dullea Hatch, Warren, 
Carpenters’ delegation (1,653 votes), 


Clerks’ delegation (200 votes), Rus- 


sell (D. L.), Comerford, Winn, Fire- 
men’s delegation (41 votes), Mangan, 
Rickert, Larger, McMahon, Hagan, 
Landers, Granite Cutters’ delegation 
(42 votes), Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes’ delegation (289 votes), Man- 
ning (J. J.), Potter, Call, Grout. Dar- 
dis, Musicians’ delegation (282 votes), 
Pi 1inters’ delegation (489 votes), 
Carey (J. T.), Murphy. McCarthy, Ma- 
hon, Pratt, Colgan, Robinson, (Hugh) 
Golden, Whitehead, Fischer, (Henry), 
McAndrews, Typog ‘raphical Union del- 
egation (107 votes), Marx, Berger, 
Huddell, Duffy (P. F.), Maloney, En- 
gle, Doherty, Holland, Petry, repre- 
senting 4,739 votes. 


NOT VOTING.—DeVeaux, Myrup, 
Weber, (John), Kline, Dougherty, (W. 
hs Mockler, Glockling, Gengenback, 
Malloy. Barnes, Holzsager, Cable, Ba- 
blitz, Kellington, Bechtold, tosen- 
berg. Winters, Newton, Nestor, Law- 
lor, McSorley, Liebig, Pfeiffer, McCaf- 
4 . Wilson (J. T.), Ward, Price, 
bei Sheret, Schwarz, Dold, 
St urr, Goltra, Duffy Moore, 
Calhoun, Sands, Russell 
(Renj.), Freel, Leps. Powell, Hatch, 
Entenza. Puckett, Kuermmerly,_Per- 
kins, White, Peete. Griffin, Dihle, 
Behrens. Park. Jaeckle, Koonce, Rey- 
nolds, Langston, Shea, Iglesias, Lee, 
Johnson, (Horace). Woodman, Cot- 
terrill, Mahoney, Virella, Frank, Jones. 


McDonald. Hirsch. Crouse, Leighton, 
O’Leary, Richards. Miller (J. G.). 
Hayes (Max), Zihlman, Breiden- 


bach, Maloney (J. H.),Strait, Lee, 
Johns. Coldren. Kossick. Jennings, 
Gorman. Bahlhorn, Quick, (G. 

Armstrong, Clark (M. J.). Welch. 
Leary, Lyon, Piggott. Bowerman, 
McGinn, Robinson, (Frank), Brad- 
ley, Bogasse, Clinton. Donkel, Rear- 
don, Snvder, Lopez, Kane, Young, (C. 
O.). Hausen, Vaughan, McGary. 
Johnson, (G. MeCracken, Crea- 
ger, Byron, Rizzle, Schunk, Flynn (J. 
P.), Conroy. Devine. Justice, Wilson 
(G. W.), Muldoon. Dunn. GJ. J.). Bod- 
jer Ramsdell, Nancarrow. Roe, Behen, 


Cullen, Voll. Blake, Canty, Hunter 
Bercerril, Foley, McCallum, Thomp- 
son, Call, Cody, Reatty, Hamlin, 


Rohm,, Creamer, Booth. Green, Myers, 
Grant, Curtis. Ryan (E.), Freedman, 
Conley. Hodge, Trotter, representing 
1,350 votes. 


The chairman declared Delegate 


Creamer duly elected. 


Delegate Crampton—At this time I 
desire to second the invitation of Fra- 
ternal Delegate Shackleton tkat Pres- 
ident Gompers represent us as a spe- 
cial delegate to the British Trades 
Union Congress. 


The invitation of Fraternal Delegate 
Shackleton was further seconded by 
Delegates Klapetzky and Dempsey, 
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and the suggestion was made that he 
visit other European countries. 
President Gompers—I should feel 
proud if I could go; but I have given 
the matter some little consideration, 
and I will submit things to you and 
ask you whetber I am not justified in 
the course I think I ought to pursue. 
I do not know how active we may 
have to be during the year 1908. There 
will be a presidential election next 
year; there will be an euection of 
members of Congress; there will be 
elections in a number of states of gov- 
ernors and members of the state leg- 
islatures as well as members of the 
judiciary. The American Federation 
of Labor has declared that we shall see 
to it that at least there shall be given 
to our demands for legislation better 
consideration than has been given 
them heretofore. The Congress of the 
British Trades Unions begins on the 
first Monday in September, our Labor 


Day. The Congress in Germany oc- 
curs some time during the summer. 
If I were to attempt to leave the 


United States and go to England, or 
any other country, during that period 
for a month of even for two weeks, 
every scoundrelly opponent would mis. 
interpret or misrepresent my _ going 
away. I do not know that my pres- 
ence in the United States is so impor- 
tant; but these fellows always try to 
make my absence of great signifi- 
cance, so anything we may do or leave 
undone is not going to please or sat- 
isfy our opponents. And we do not 
want to satisfy them; we do not pro- 
pose to so shape our course as to 
meet their views; but if I were to go 
as a special delegate at that time it 
might do us a great deal of harm.: 


I want to assure you. I should like 
to go; and yet under the circum- 
stances I believe I ought not to go and 
that you ought to concur with that 


view. If I shall live for another year 
and, coming to this convention you 
are still of the opinion which seems 


to possess you now, I shall be honored, 
and assure you I shall have no diffi- 
culty in saying yes. 


Fraternal Delegate Hodge—Having 
heard the statement of President 
Gompers and his reasons for deferring 
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his visit for one year longer, do the 
delegates concur in the statement he 
has made? If there be no objection 
we will declare that it may be deferred 
until next convention. Hearing no ob- 
jection, it is so deferred. 

and Creamer 


Delegates Furuseth 


spoke briefly to the convention, and 
thanked the delegates for the honor 
shown them. 


Delegate Wilson (W. B.), placed in 
nomination for fraternal delegate to 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress, Hugh Frayne, of the Sheet 
Metal Workers. The nomination was 
seconded by Delegate Manning. 


Delegate Kennedy (W. E.)—There 
being no further nominations, I move 
you that Secretary Morrison be in- 
structed to cast the unanimous vote of 
this convention for Hugh Frayne for 


fraternal delegate to the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress. The mo- 


was seconded and carried. 
Secretary Morrison—In accordance 
with instructions, I herewith cast the 
unanimous vote of this convention for 
Hugh Frayne for fraternal delegate to 


tion 


the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress. 
The chairman declared Delegate 


Frayne elected, and in response to re- 
quests from the floor Delegate Frayne 
made a short address. 

President Gompers in the chair. 


The President announced that nom- 
inations were in order for the city in 


which to ho'd the next convention. 
Delegate Evans placed in nomination 
the city of Denver. Delegate Scott 


placed in nomination Tampa, Florida, 
and Delegate Diehle placed in nomin- 
ation Detroit, Michigan. 


Treasurer Lennon stated that for a 
number of years he had ‘advocated 
holding one convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor in Canada. 
He stated that he would not nominate 
Toronto as the city in which to hold 


the convention of 1908, but notified 
the convention that next year he 
would ask that the convention be 
hell there in 1909 or 1910. 

Delegate Perham segonded the 
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nomination of Denver. 


Delegate Phillips nominated Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 


Delegate Finger moved that the roll 
be not called but that the city for 
holding the next convention be select- 
ed by a show of hands. (Seconded). 


Vice-President O’Connell—I move 
as an amendment that the city re- 
ceiving the highest number of votes 
on the first roll call be declared the 
city in which the next convention will 
be held. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Delerate Ryan (W. D.)—I move 
that at the conclusion of the roll call 
we take a recess until 8 o’clock this 
evening. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 


Secretary Morrison proceeded with 
the roll call, but before its comple- 
tion the cities of Tampa, Detroit and 
Columbus were withdrawn from nom- 
ination, and Denver was declared the 
choice of the convention for the 
twenty-eighth annual convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


At 6:30 the convention was ad- 
journed to 8 p. m. 





TWELFTH DAY—Night Session. 





The convention was called to order 
at 8 p. m., Saturday, November 234d, 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES-DeVeaux, Kennedy(A. 
J.), Myrup, Weber (J.), Shanessy, Kline, 
Dougherty (W. J.), Mockler, Flynn, 
(T. H.), Kellas, Glockling, Tobin, Tate- 
man, Duellea, Hatch (W. M.), Butler 
(J. T.), Duffy, F.), McKinlay (J. D.), 
Brinkman (J. H.), Gengenback, Malloy, 
Barnes (J. M.), Smith (J. T.), Conway, 
Manning, Robinson, Loebenberg, Holz- 
sager, Russell, Cable, Bablitz, Fay, 
Kennedy (W. E.), Winn, Shamp, Mor- 
ton, Mangan, Nugent, Kellington, Bech- 
told, Flynn (J. J.), Rickert, Larger, 
McMahon (M. A.), Landers, Rosenberg, 
Dunlap, Winters, Newton (J), Nestor, 
Maher (J. P.), Lawlor, Stemburgh, 
Breen, McArdle, Lewis (l.), McSorley, 
Liebig, Pfeiffer, McCafferty, Noyes, 
Creamer, Ireland, Wilson (J. T.), Ward, 
Price, Potter, O’Sullivan, Wheeler (C), 
D.),: Lewis (T. L.), Wilson (W. B.), 
Dempsey, Savage, Sullivan (D. H.), 
Frey, Carroll, O’Neill, Weber (J. N.), 
Winkler, Carey, Skemp, Holton, Arch- 
ibald, Wilson (J.), Gernon, Wallace 
(J. D.), Sheret, Schwarz, Starr, Murphy 
(J. P.), Badgley, Clark (T.), Goltra, 
Duffy, Moore (S.M.), Calhoun, Quick 


(L. W.), Ramsay, Mahon, Pratt, Colgan, 
Noble, Russell Freel, Robinson, Lantz, 
Golden, Whitehead, Powell (G.), Fisher 
(H.), McAndrews, Hatch (J. H.), En- 
tenza, Puckett, Kuermmerly, Perkins, 
White, Peete, Heicken, Griffin, Behrens, 
Jaeckle, Koonce, Reynofds, Langston, 
Shea, Lee (C. H.), Johnson (H.), Wood- 
man, Mahoney (M.), Virella, 
Jones (J.), Hirsch, Crouse, 2 
O’Leary, Zimmerman, Duffy, Ric 
Miller (J. G.), Hayes (M. §&.), 
Breidenbach, Allen, Mahoney, 
M.), Johns (W. L.), Coldren, Kossick, 
Jennings, Gorman, Bahlhorn, Maloney 
(CR. S.), Quick (G. F.), Young (J.), Arm- 
strong, Clark (M. J.), Costello, Welch, 
Holland, Lyon, Petry, Piggott, Bower- 
man, Kugel, McGinn, Robinson (F.), 
Bradley (J.), Bogasse, Clinton, Donkel, 
Reardon, Snyder, Kane, Hausen, 
Vaughan, McGary, Kane, (G. ; 
Creager, Byron, Rizzle, Schunk, Flynn, 
Conroy, Scott (J. F.), Dev?ne, Justice, 
Wilson (G. W.), Muldoon (M.), Rodier, 
Ramsd@dell, Nancarrow, Roe, Behen, Cul- 
len, Blake, Canty, Hunter (R. C.), Foley, 
McCallum, Thompson, Beatty, Hamlin, 
30hm, Creamer, Booth, Green, Myers, 
Grant, Curtis, Freedman, Conley. 





Delegate Ryan (W. D.), Secretary of 
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the Committee on Resolutions, reported 
as follows: 


Resolution No. 121—By Delegates A. 
B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal Pol- 
ishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Molders, 
Brass and Silver Workers’ Union of N. 
A.; Geo. Leary, Essex County Trades 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The United States Gov- 
ernment has in effect a system of keep- 
ing a record of its employes in ars- 
enals and navy yards known as effici- 
ency cards; and 

WHEREAS, It is impossible for any 
employe to understand how said cards 
are marked, there being no published 
rules regarding the marking of said 
cards; and 

WHEREAS, It is believed that said 
ecards are used to discriminate against 
members of labor unions, who take ac- 
tive part in the affairs of their organi- 
zations; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the WJ§Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. be requested 
to prepare for the consideration of the 
Civil Service Commissioners a bill to 
eliminate the disagreeable feature of 
the efficiency cards or have them abol- 
ished altogether. 


The committee recommends that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 137 be concurred in, 
when amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 
from _ International 
Electrical Workers: 


WHEREAS, United 
Dayton, of the Northern 
West Virginia, has issued a blanket 
injunction enjoining all the union men 
and sympathizers from peaceful persua- 
sion or talking to non-union men while 
at work, as well as prohibiting the 
labor press from discussing the merits 
or demerits of his restraining docu- 
ment; and 


WHEREAS, A citizen and his wife 
have been sentenced to the workhouse 
for sixty days for alleged violation 
of one of said injunctions; and 

WHEREAS, The said Judge Dayton 
has issued a restraining order pre- 
venting wage earners from organizing 
or discussing among themselves the 
advisability of organizing for their 
mutual protection: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all National and 
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International organizations which have 
not already done so, send organizers 
into the State of West Virginia at 
once for the purpose of concentrating 
the forces of the wage earners and 
centralizing said forces on the Mine 
Owners and Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion and all Employers’ Associations 
affiliated therewith, as well as on 
Judge Dayton, the avowed enemy of 
organized labor, and his sympathizers 
for the redemption of free speech, the 
right to organize and maintain their 
respective organizations and for the 
purpose of being allowed to enjoy the 
rights accorded toeall American citi- 
zens by our National Constitution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate McNulty. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried by unan- 
imous vote. 


Resolution No. 142—By Delegate John 
Weber, of Bakery and Confectionery 
International Union: 


WHEREAS, Hon. William H. Taft, 
Secretary of War, is a candidate for 
the nomination for the presidency at 
the forthcoming convention of one of 
the great political parties of the coun- 
try; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Taft 
earned and well-deserved reputation 
for uncompromising and unrelenting 
hostility to organized labor, he being 
one of the first and chiefest of the 
Federal Judges who promulgated that 
great crime against the human and 
civil rights of American workingmen 
of segregating them from the other 
classes of their countrymen, subjecting 
them to the odious Judge-made govern- 
ment by injunction, and denying them 
the right of trial by jury; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor express its profound 
conviction that a great political party 
could not more antonly affront and 
outrage the organized toilers of Amer- 
ica than by nominating Mr. Taft for the 
Presidency. Opposition to government 
by injunction has become the first prin- 
ciple of American workingmen, and if 
Mr. Taft should become the nominee of 
his party for the presidency, organized 
labor will subordinate all other matters, 
and make a supreme united effort to 
encompass his defeat at the polls. 

RESOLVED, That the executive offi- 
cers of the American Federation of La- 
bor are hereby directed to send a copy 
of these resolutions to each and every 
organization subordinate, to, or affil- 
iated with, this body, together with the 
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request that such organizations take 
such suitable action in conformity 
herewith as will make certain in every 
community in the United States labor’s 
attitude towards the candidacy of Mr. 
Taft. 

RESOLVED, That copies hereof be 
sent to all the labor press of the coun- 
try, with a request that they exert 
their utmost endeavors to frustrate the 
ambition of Mr. Taft. 

RESOLVED, That this body heartily 
approves the editorial in the October 
number of the American Federationist, 
entitled “Taft, the Injunction Standard 
Bearer,” and President Gompers is 
hereby thanked for thus wisely and 
fearlessly arousing the attention of la- 
bor to this political menace which con- 
fronts it. 


The committee reported as follows: 


We believe that this convention 
should not take action on resolutions of 
this kind, and recommend its refer- 
ence to the President of the A. F. of 
L. for such further comment in the 
American Federationist as in his judg- 
ment seems best. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 122—By Delegation of 
the Amalgamated Association of Street 
and Electric Railway Employes: 


WHEREAS, It is the policy of a 
great number of our affiliated organi- 
zations to settle the question of wages, 
hours and working conditions with 
their employers through what is known 
as annual agreements, but in many 
cases there is a conflict in the date of 
making such agreements between the 
various organiaztions, especially in the 
same industry, which deprives them of 
the opportunity td aid and assist one 
another; and 


WHEREAS, It should be the policy of 
all organizations to place themselves in 
position so that they can thoroughly 
unite and aid one another in the secur- 
ing of the best working conditions pos- 
sible; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this Twenty-sev- 
enth Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby recom- 
mend to all affiliated organizations in 
the various cities and centers of indus- 
try that they arrange through their 
central bodies a specific date for the 
expiration of old agreements and the 
taking up of new ones; that all agree- 
ments shall expire upon a given date in 
each year, so that the new agreements 
can be taken up at that specified time 
by each and every organization. This 
day to be specified and known as 
“Agreement Day.” 


The committee non-concurred in the 
resolution. 


Delegate Ryan—The committee fears 
that even an endorsement of this reso- 
lution might bring about a conflict and 
unnecessary troubles with organiza- 
tions that have joint agreements. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 126—By Delegate J 
L. Rodier, C. L. U., Washington, D. C.: 


WHEREAS, The American Federa- 
tion of Labor has, at each annual 
convention for the past ten years, 
adopted resolutions denouncing anti- 
scalping laws and injunctions designed 
to prevent the sale of railroad trans- 
portation by others than appointed 
agents of railway corporations, and the 
use of such transportation by others 
than the original purchasers; and 


WHEREAS; The railway companies 
of the country, controlled by passenger 
associations and mileage bureaus, con- 
tinue to force upon travelers obnoxious 
contracts containing non-transferable 
provisions, requiring signatures and 
descriptions of the purchasers, and 
assume a right to confiscate such 
transportation if found in the hands 
of others than the original purchasers; 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the voice of this 
Federation continue to be raised 
against the monstrous injustice of this 
system of robbery and graft, and that 
its power and influence be exerted to 
the securing of the adoption of laws 
by the legislatures of the various 
States, and by the Congress of the 
United States, requiring that all rail- 
road tickets and mileage be transfer- 
able and good to bearer. 

RESOLVED, That resolutions here- 
tofore adopted denouncing anti-scalp- 
ing laws, city ordinances and injunc- 
tions prohibiting ticket brokerage, be, 
and they are hereby reaffirmed. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 131—By Delegates 
A. B. Grout, James J. Dardis, Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers, Brass Mold- 
ers, Brass and Silver Workers’ Union of 
North America; George Leary, of Essex 
County Trades Council: 


WHEREAS, The present insurance 
system in the United States is noto- 
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rious as a method of graft and exploi- 
tation; and 

WHEREAS, In spite of the tremen- 
dous wealth which is accumulated by 
the insurance corporations, the life 
and property of the wage workers re- 
ceive but scant protection; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That we demand that 
some plan of compulsory life and 
other insurance be enacted, either by 
the states or by the nation, in such a 
manner as to give adequate security 
to the toiling masses of the people. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 132—By the Delega- 
tion representing the International Ty- 
pographical Union, International Print- 
ing Pressmens’ Union, International 
Stereotypers and Electrotypers’ Union, 
International Photo-Engravers Union, 
International Brotherhood of Bookbind- 
ers, Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ 
Union No. 9463, of New York: 


WHEREAS, We, the workers em- 
ployed in the .various departments of 
newspaper and commercial printing 
offices throughout the united States; 
i. e., Compositors, Pressmen, Stereo- 
typers and Electrotypers, Photo-En- 
gravers, Bookbinders and Newspaper 
and Mail deliverers, to the number of 
over 100,000 feel that any combination 
which produces an artificial scarcity 
of news print paper, and which unduly 
stimulates the price of product, is an 
oppression that affects alike the em- 
ploye as well as the employer; and 


WHEREAS, The almost prohibitive 


and ruinous price of such paper has 
curtailed to an alarming extent the 
number of workers employed in the 


printing industry, and has further act- 
ed as a preventive to the _ printing 
trades artisans from securing higher 
compensation for their services, to 
which they are justly entitled; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor instruct its 
Executive Council to give this matter 
its immediate attention and submit a 
memorial to the President of the 
United States and the next Congress, 
when assembled, and appeal for a re- 
adjustment of the laws which make 
such combination in the restraint of 
trade possible and tyrannical. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


jin these conventions. a i 
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A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Carey, Dunn, Lynch, Healy and 
Secretary Morrison. 


Vice-President Duncan, of the com- 
mittee, made the following statement: 


Three resolutions of this nature have 
been introduced in this convention, 
and two were introduced in the last 
convention. I have no doubt they were 
innocently drawn and introduced, but 
nevertheless they have in them that 
which may cause considerable trouble 
a long 
time now since the American Federa- 
tion of Labor was called upon to de- 
clare itself or did so in any manner, 
on a tariff question; but when the tariff 
views of Frank Foster, of Boston, 
were permitted to be printed under a 
“leave to print” resolution in one con- 
vention, the Amalgamated Association 
of Iron and Steel Workers withdrew, 
and that organization was not rep- 
resented for a year or two thereafter. 
In the last convention two tariff reso- 
lutions were introduced, and _ they 
caused about as much commotion as 
anything in the convention. A dele- 
gate arose after both had been passed 
and asked for a reconsideration so the 
convention would not be on record on 
the question. 


This resolution, while not saying so, 
is a tariff resolution. The commit- 
tee knew that the printing trades’ dele- 
gates, with President Lynch at the 
head, called upon President Roosevelt 
before coming here and had his prom- 
ise that he would recommend legisla- 
tion along this line in his forthcoming 
address to Congress. The committee 
refers this to the Executive Council so 
that body, through its legislative com- 
mittee, can appeal to the President 
without having an otherwise innocent 
and fair resolution passed on _ its 
phraseology by this convention, per- 
haps giving some other delegation a 
chance to come in with a rank tariff 
proposition and quote this action as its 
authority for doing so. The resolution 
is carefully drawn; the fariff propo- 
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sition is not stated in terms; but it is 
there, and that which the people back 
of it desired is contained in our rec- 
ommendation. The committee referred 
the resolution to the Executive Council 
so they could act in concert along the 
lines desired, so far as they could do, 
without giving a chance to open the 
flood gates in this convention to the 
tariff question. 


The motion: to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried, the vote 
being unanimous. 


tesolution No. 136—By Delegates, 
American Federation of Musicians: 


WHEREAS, The United States is at 
present passing through a financial 
erisis, caused, so alleged, by a shortage 
of money, the commercial life blood of 
the nation, which has already caused 
widespread suffering by a paralization 


of business and the laying off or dis-. 


charge of hundreds of wage earners, 
which is further increased by the banks 
refusing to honor the demands of their 
depositors, many of whom are working 
people, except under certain restric- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, Such a state of affairs. 
more especially is applied to the de- 
posits of wage earners, would not oc- 
cur in nations where the savings of the 
people may be deposited with the as- 
surance that a simple demand can al- 
ways be promptly honored; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the A. F. of L. be in- 
structed to have drafted a bill, and in- 
troduced in Congress to establish pos- 
tal savings banks on the basis as at 
present in vogue in Great Britain, or an 
improvement thereon, if such can be 
devised. P 

The committee concurred in the-reso- 
lution. 


Delegate Ryan—The committee takes 
it that this is an endorsement of the 
principle of Postal Savings Banks, and 
therefore concur in the resolution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


tesolution No. 138—By Delegate 
Frank W. Cotterill, Washington State 
Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, An invitation has been 
extended by the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition to the A. F. of L. to place 
its exhibit at the Exposition to be held 


in Seattle, Washington, during the year 
1909; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we accept the in- 
vitation and the Executive Committee 
be instructed to take the preliminary 
steps necessary to see that our econo- 
mie exhibit will be on exhibition at the 
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in the 
year 1909. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Delegate Ryan—Resolutions No. 101 
and No. 140, being on the same sub- 
ject, were considered together by the 
committee. 


Resolution No. 101—By Delegate 
Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin State Fed- 
eration: 


WHEREAS, There are _ indications 
that our country is again on the verge 
of one of those ind@ustrial disturbances 
which are called “panics” and repeat 
themselves in regular intervals under 
the capitalistic profit system. They are 
mainly caused by the fact that the 
workingmen do not and cannot get 
the full value of their product as long 
as the capitalist system lasts, and 

WHEREAS, Our government at the 
first sign of the financial difficulties 
has hastened to lend a helping hand 
to the members and speculators of 
Wall Street by pouring millions into 
their coffers, so that money should be 
available to them at low interest, and 

WHEREAS, If the financial panic 
should be followed now or in the near 
future by an industrial crisis, the 
workingmen and the _ proletariat in 
general would be the most intense 
sufferers, although they are the most 
innocent; therefore, be it- 

RESOLVED, That we ask Congress 
to consider ways and means to ame- 
liorate and mitigate the crisis, should 
it set in, by issuing money without in- 
terest to State, counties and cities for 
the purpose of building highways, 
schools, bridges and public utilities; 
provided, however, that such work be 
done at union wages and under the 
eight-hour day; and furthermore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, That these States, 
counties and municipalities shall be 
permitted to repay their indebtedness 
on easy installments, and that the 
money issued for the purpose be can- 
celled with the bonds repaid; and fi- 
nally, be it 

RESOLVED, That it is the senti- 
ment of the Twenty-Seventh Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor that the government by thus 
giving employment to millions of wage 
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earners in making public improve- 
ments, would not only simply be doing 
once for the working class something 
similar to what the government is al- 


ways doing for the capitalist class, 
but that these improvements would 
also be a lasting and valuable addi- 


tion to our civilization and culture. 


The resolution was non-concurred in 
by the committee. 
On motion the report of the commit- 


tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 140—By 
John Fitzpatrick, Horseshoers: 


Delegate 


WHEREAS, The Constitution of the 
United States vests in the United 
States "Government power and author- 
ity and makes it the duty and the 
responsibility of the Government to 
provide a lawful medium of exchange, 
and 

WHEREAS, The lack of 
pay the wages of working men and 
women is causing the closing down 
of shops and factories and mines, throw- 
ing out of employment men and women 
in great numbers’ throughout’ the 
Unied States through no fault of theirs, 
and 

WHEREAS, It is also the power and 
the duty and the responsibility of the 
United States Government to start at 
»snee public works to provide work for 
these people who are thus being thrown 
out of employment and who will either 
have to starve or be supported by in- 
dividual charity or the charity of the 
community; therefore, be it. 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the President of 
the United States be requested and 
urged to call a special session of Con- 
gress at once for the purpose of enact- 
ing legislation providing for public 
works, such as deep waterways, 
needed harbors throughout the United 
States, and such other public revenue- 


money to 


producing improvements as will in- 
sure employment at once to labor 


thrown out of employment; 


RESOLVED, That the special session 
be called also for the purpose of pro- 
viding by Congress for issuing directly, 
without the intervention of any agency, 
a medium of exchange that will pro- 
vide for the immediate payment in law- 
ful money the labor employed on these 
public works. 


The resolution was non-concurred in 
by the committee. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Berger and Perham. 


PROCEEDINGS 


Delegate Perham moved as a substi- 
tute: That the Legislative Committee 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
instructed that a bill is pre- 
sented in Congress asking for an in- 
vestigation of the financial stringency 
that has recently taken place. (Sec- 
onded). 


The question was further discussed 
by Delegate Fitzpatrick, author of Res- 
olution No. 140, who asked that .at 
least his resolution be referred to the 
Executive Council, and that they deal 
with the proposition in any way they 
saw fit so that the matter might be 
brought to the attention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


to see 


The question was further discussed 
by Vice-President Duncan, Delegates 
Andersen, Ketter and Crampton. 


Delegate Walker moved that the res- 
olution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the understanding that 
if the financial situation becomes seri- 
ous enough to warrant it the question 
be taken up by the Executive Council 
for action that would be for the best 
interests of the members. 


The amendment and substitute were 
lost, and the report of the committee 
was adopted. 


The committee recommend the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 145, by Dele- 
gate George Finger, of the Brotherhood 
of Painters, when amended to read as 
follows: 


RESOLVED, That we declare in fa- 
vor of an income tax gradually increas- 
ing with the income tax and we are also 
in favor of an inheritance tax which is 
to increase in percentage With the size 
of the inheritance. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended the 
adoption of Resolution No. 146, when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 146—By Delegates 
John Golden, James Whitehead, U. T. 
W. of America: 


WHEREAS, We believe the time is 
expedient when some definite action 
should be taken by the American Fed- 
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eration of Labor for the abolition of 
child labor in the several States; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
legislative committees of the various 
State organizations the necessity of 
making an aggressive agitation in their 
respective State Legislatures for the 
enactment of laws abolishing child la- 
bor, where such a law does not now 
exist. 


Delegate Ryan—We added to the last 
paragraph of the resolution the words 
“where such a law does not now exist” 
for the purpose of protecting the States 
where laws have already been passed 
regulating child labor. In Illinois and 
some other States no child under six- 
teen years can work at any dangerous 
occupation. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 161—By Delegate 
Jno. B. Lennon, Tailors’ Union: 


WHEREAS, The non-partisan move- 
ment for installing the Initiative and 
Referendum in our country’s govern- 
ment, started by our Convention in 
1892, and accentuated in 1901 by Presi- 
dent Gompers, the Executive Council, 
and the Annual Convention, has since 
been taken up by most of the non- 
partisan organizations that are opposed 
to the ruling few, and during the past 
year the movement has reached a place 
where it was sweeping everything be- 
fore it, which caused the monopolists 
and their attorneys to openly combat 
it or suffer immediate and complete 
defeat; and 

WHEREAS, The issue is so clear 
that the monopolists’ deceptive argu- 
ments have not stayed the tide, which 
should be augmented by the systematic 
questioning of the candidates that are 
to come before the primaries and con- 
ventions of the parties not yet pledged 
to the people’s rule, each candidates’ 
attitude to be reported to the voters, 
followed at a later day by the ques- 
tioning of the nominees, State and Na- 
tional, and the widespread publication 
of their replies; and 

WHEREAS, For the purpose of or- 
ganizing the liberty-loving people of 
this country to systematically do this 
work throughout the United States, 
also to publish and distribute a cam- 
paign text-book, and for the interro- 
gating, funds are absolutely necessary, 
and as the object is to terminate spe- 
cial privileges, the funds must come 
from the people in general, including 
trade unionists; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled at Norfolk, that our Executive 
Council be directed to issue in behalf 


of this non-partisan Iniflative and 
Referendum movement an appeal for 
funds, and to mail a copy to each af- 
filiated union including the Locals at- 
tached to the Internationals and Na- 
tionals, also to such of the Societies of 
Equity, Farmers’ Unions, Granges, 
Woman Suffrage Associations and other 
organizations as it may deem advis- 
able, Using, if thought best, a News 
Letter, entered as second-class mail 
matter, which publication may be is- 
sued as frequently as the needs of the 
situation may demand, provided the 
entire cost be defrayed from the spe- 
cial fund; and 

RESOLVED, That the appeal shall 
designate a trade union official to re- 
ceive trade union funds, the disburse- 
ment of which shall be by order of the 
Executive Council, or a committee 
to be named by it, also that the Execu- 
tive Council be authorized to take such 
additional non-partisan action as in 
its judgment will promote the cause; 
and 


RESOLVED, That every voter in the 
land is urged to agree with his fellow- 
citizens that he will vote only for such 
candidates and nominees as are pledged 
to the restoration of the people’s rule 
Today, as in 1776, the establishment of 
political liberty is the paramount is- 
sue. Why should voters choose be- 
tween would-be rulers, when they can 
at once become the sovereign power? 
And, be it further 


RESOLVED, That we proclaim to 
the world that the epoch-making 
achievement of restoring self-govern- 
ment to the American people will not 
be due to any political party. but to the 
non-partisan movement, a leading part 
of which is the Federated Trade Unions. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


The committee offered the following 
substitute for Resolution No. 164, by 
Delegate D. L. Russell, of Commercial 
Telegraphers’ Union of America: 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federation 
of Labor be, and hereby is, instructed 
to draft and present, at the earliest 
possible moment, a petition to the 
Congress of the United States of Amer- 
ica calling upon that body to appoint 
a commission to forwith institute and 
conduct an exhaustive inquiry into the 
deceptive and irregular devices resort- 
ed to by the telegraph companies dur- 
ing the late strike of the Commercial 
Telegraphers; and that said commission 
report to Congress such remedial leg- 
islation as may bring about Govern- 
ment ownership of all telephone and 
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telegraph lines with the least possible 
delay. 


Delegate Ryan—Delegate Russell has 
left the convention, but saw the report 
of the committee before leaving, and 
stated that he was perfectly satisfied 
with it. 


On motion of Delegate Feeley the 
report of the committee was concurred 
in. 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 171, by Delegate 
J. Mahlon Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A,, 
when amended to read as follows: 


WHEREAS, The question of univer- 
sal peace, the abolition of war and dis- 
armament is being generally discussed; 
and 

WHEREAS, There appears upon the 
statutes of the United States a law 
known as “The Dick Military Law,” 
which is wholly antagonistic to the 
general trend of civilian thought upon 
military matters; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the features of this 
law shall be treated, from time to time, 
by the editor of the Federationist as 
they may affect members of organized 
labor. We further recommend that 
the same course be pursued by all affil- 
iated organizations in their respective 
publications. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 173—By Delegate 
John J. Manning, of Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Court of Appeals 
of the State of Oregon has declared 
the ten-hour workday law for women 
constitutional; and 


WHEREAS, The Laundrymens’ As- 
sociation of Oregon has appealed said 


decision to the United States Court 


of Appeals; and 

WHEREAS, A copy of the progress 
of this law is now available to the 
Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor; be it 


RESOLVED, ‘That this matter be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
their consideration and assistance in 
defending this law. 

The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 178—By Delegate Ed. 
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Andersen, International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, The fishermen have been 
excluded from many provisions of the 
maritime law which protects the sea- 
men of our country; and 

WHEREAS, The lack of this pro- 
tection is taken advantage of by un- 
scrupulous persons to impose many 
hardships upon the fishermen; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Annual Session as- 
sembled, that the Legislative Commit- 
tee hereby stands instructed to secure, 
if possible, from Congress to fishermen 
better protection under the law. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. . 


Resolution No. 179—By Delegate Ed. 
Andersen, International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 


WHEREAS, Secretary of Commerce 
and Labor, Oscar Strauss, has been re- 
quested by the Alaska Fishermen’s 
Union, the majority of companies oper- 
ating in Bristol Bay, Alaska, and by 
several Western United States Senators 
to prohibit salmon traps in the 
Nushagak and Wood rivers, Bristol 
Bay, Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, The salmon traps in 
these rivers are rapidly destroying an 
industry in which millions of capital 
are invested and several thousand 
workers employed, also wantonly 
diminishing the world’s food supply; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Annual Session as- 
sembled, that we endorse the request 
for prohibition of salmon traps in 
Wood and Nushagak rivers. and the 
President hereby stands instructed to 
so notify Secretary Strauss. 


The committee concurred in the reso- 
lution. 


A motion was made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 


gate Andersen. 


The motion to concur in the report 
of the committee was carried. 


Resolution No. 172—By Delegates 
O’Connor and Dwyer, Longshoremen’s 
International Union: 


WHEREAS, Rule 9, Section 6, of the 
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Government Rules of Steamboat In- 
spection reads as follows: 

“Local Inspectors shall, when issuing 
a certificate, specify therein or thereon 
the number, class, or kind of licensed 
officers and crew required to navigate 
the vessel with safety at all times, but 
should the master or owner desire to 
operate the vessel not more than thir- 
teen hours out of the twenty-four in 
any one day, the local Inspectors shall 
endorse on the certificate of inspection 
the number and class or kind of 
licensed officers and crew that are nec- 
essary for such reduced period of navi- 
gation;” therefore, be it ee 

RESOLVED, that the Executive 
Council of the A. F. of L. endeavor to 
have this rule made a law with the 
following addition: ‘But in no case 
will licensed masters, pilots or engin- 
eers be on duty more than twelve hours 
out of twenty-four in any one day.” 


The resolution was concurred in by 
the committee. 


On motion the report of the commit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 180— By Delegate 
Daniel L. Russell, Commercial Telegra- 
phers’ Union of America: 


RESOLVED, That the Legislative 
Committee of the American Federation 
of Labor be, and hereby is, instructed 
to petition the Congress of the United 
States of America to test the possi- 
bility of governmental telegraphy, by 
constructing, controlling and operating 
an experimental telegraph line between 
the cities of New York and Washing- 
ton. 


The committee non-curred in the res- 
olution. 


On motion the report of the cemmit- 
tee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 181—By Delegate 
Louis A. Schwarz, International Photo 
Engravers’ Union of N. A.: 


WHEREAS, The monetary situation 
throughout the United States is in 
such a shape, at the present time, as 
to cause grave fears of an industrial 
as well as a financial panic; and 

WHEREAS, The unscruplous bank- 
ine methods that are in vogue in some 
of the large financial centers of the 
country. are directly responsible for 
this state of affairs. thereby tempor- 
arilv destroying public confidence and 
co-ing it, to a great extent to with- 
draw its savings from the banks and 
trust companies, and thus creating a 
scarcity of available currency; and, 

WHEREAS, These conditions are 
directly and most seriously affecting 


the interests of the laboring classes, 
and are depriving them of the benefits 
enjoyed through years of continued 
prosperity; and 


WHEREAS, Anything that so di- 
rectly concerns the working people of 
the United States as to seriously in- 
terfere with their means to secure a 
livelihood, and that makes conditions 
such as to demoralize business and 
trade, and reduces the demand for la- 
bor to a minimum, is, and should be, 
of deep concern to this convention: 
and 

WHEREAS, The causes leading up 
to this deplorable manipulation of the 
currencies of this country, should be 
denounced and condemned in the full- 
est extent; be it therefore 


RESOLVED, That the banking 
methods which are responsible for 
the present stringency in the money 
market be severely censured, and that 
this convention go on record, being 
the voice of organized labor. as being 
unanimously in favor of any efficient 
methods that may be employed, to 
place the currency of the United 
States upon a more elastic and safe 
basis to prevent the possibility of the 
searcity of currency; and that this 
convention, representing the working 
people of the United States, demand of 
the pelople’s representatives in Con- 
gress, that immediate steps be taken 
toward this end; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That organized labor 
is opposed to the hoarding of curren- 
ev, and advocates the restoration of 
all money saved in this manner, to 
the different channels that serve to 
keen the currency of the United 
States in healthy circulation: and. be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That copies of these 
resolutions be placed in the hands of 
the President of the United States, and 
also, that they be given to the daily 
press throughout the country. 


The committee reported as follows: 
The committee recommends that no 
action be taken on this resolution, as 
the subject matter is covered by the 
Declaration of Principles adopted by 
the Minneapolis Convention. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 187—By Delegate 
Max Morris, of Retail Clerks’ Inter- 
national Protective Assogiation: 


WHEREAS, The labor unions of 
Montana have for the past three vears 
been engaged in a struggle against the 
dual organization known as the I. 
Ww. which has been endeavoring 
to replace the American Federation 
of Labor and the national and inter- 
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national unions affiliated therewith: 
and 
WHEREAS, Through the untiring 
efforts of the Montana Federation of 
Labor the perpetuation of the lrades 
union movement as expressed through 
the A. F. of L. hos been more firmly 
established than ever before through- 
out the State of Montana; and 
WHEREAS, This fight between the 
Montana State Federation of Labor 
and the so called I. W. W. has al- 
most depleted the treasury of the Mon_ 
tana Federation of Labor, as well as 
the treasuries of the local unions of 
the national and _ international  or- 
ganizations in that State: and 
WHEREAS. For the _ past. six 
months the Montana State Federa- 
tion has been engagad in a struggle 
aiding the International Brotherhood 
of Flectrical Workers in their efforts 
to secure from the Rocky Mountain 
Bell Telephone Company recognition 
and living wages for its members; and 
WHERESS, Injunctions have been 
issued by the Federal Courts against 
the State Federation, its officers. and 
members, some of whom have vevwtt 
adjudged in contempt of court and 
are at present in jail; and 
WHEREAS, The Beli Telemhone 
Company has entered damage suits 
against union men to the amount of 
$75,000; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this convention 
pledge to the Montana Federation of 
Labor their moral support and _ urge 
organized labor in general to aid and 
assist our brothers in Montana in 
every way possibie. 


Delegate Ryan—This resolution 
was introduced in the convention Fri- 
day afternoon, ‘and the committee has 
had no opportunity as a whole to 
consider it. The members of the com- 
mittee I have consulted have spoken 
favorably of concurrence. I therefore 
move the adoption of the resolution 
by the convention. 


The motion wads seconded and car-. 


ried. 


Resolution No. 168—By Delegate 
J. Mahlon Barnes, C. M. I. U. of A.; 
and 


WHEREAS, Thd Civic Federatioh 
assumes to advise the citizens on pub- 
lic questions and especially labor or- 
ganizations in the matter of industrial 
disputes between employers and em- 
ployes, and in th@se matters have fa- 
vored the interests or capital to a 
marked degree; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the American 
Federation of Labor declares it has no 
confidence in the afore named organ- 
ization. 


The committee non-concurred in 
the resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that 
the following portion of the report of 
the Executive Council be concurred 
in: 


LINCOLN’S MEMORIAL FARM AS- 
SOCIATION. 


The life work of Lincoln, the les- 
sons of his lifework furnish not only 
the highest justification of the great 
purposes of the labor movement, but 
they are also an inspiration to all 
mankind who love their fellows and 
aim to serve them. 


An association was formed some 
time ago which acquired by purchase, 
the home and farm where the great 
Lincoln was born. The farm is to be 
transformed into a park as a perpet- 
ual monument to the great com- 
moner, Abraham Lincoln. This as- 
sociation will obtain as many as pos- 
sible of the works and relics of Lin- 
coln, and these will be retained in the 
Lincoln Home for the study and obser- 
vation of all who may visit there. The 
Lincoln Farm Memorial Association is 
organized to erect a perpetual monu- 
ment to the memory of the great Lin- 
coln; a monument in keeping with the 
characteristics of the man who stood 
foremost in defense of the rights and 
liberties of the people. 


The representatives of the asocia- 
tion have been offered by a few men 
of wealth sufficient funds, but hey 
prefer that the Lincoln Farm Memo- 
rial shall be the gift of all the people 
of the country. They have appealed 
with considerable success to several 


. organizations, and have asked the co- 


operation of the American Federation 
of Labor. The purpose impressed us 
as being so worthy that we endorsed 
the project and recommend its ap- 
proval to this convention. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


The committee concurred in the fol- 
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lowing portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, and recommended 
that the work be continued by the va- 
rious State Federations. 


DEPARTMENTAL INVESTIGATION 
OF HOURS OF LABOR. 


A resolution passed at the last con- 
vention recited that a number of 
workmen still toil long hours each day 
and more than six days in a week; 
that this results to the workers’ physi- 
eal and moral detriment and insist- 
ing that the State Legislatures should 
enact laws requiring manufacturers to 
give to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor and to the Labor Depart- 
ments of their respective States, all 
data pertaining to the hours of labor, 
wages and other labor conditions, 
which these Departments may deem 
necessary in the execution of their 
duties, experience having shown that 
the present laws in this direction are 
not sufficiently stringent. 


This matter was taken up by Presi- 
dent Gompers through’ correspond- 
ence with the various State branches 
affiliated to the American Federation 
of Labor. The executive officers of 
the greater number of these bodies 
replied by indicating their full ap- 
proval of your recommendations and 
their desire and intention to do every- 
thing possible to carry them into ef- 
fect. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


CO-OPERATION WITH RAILROAD 
MEN’S ORGANIZATIONS. 


In conformity with your  instruc- 
tions, a conference was held between 
the representatives of the Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the Executive 
Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, to arrange for a plan of co- 
operation between these Brother- 
hoods and our Federation, so _ that 
united action may be taken to secure 
favorable legislation for labor of the 
entire country. 


The conference discussed the essen- 


tial features of legislation upon which 
we could agree and adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 


RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this conference that a bill be intro- 
duced in the) next Congress providing 
that federal courts inferior to the Su- 
preme Court shall not have power to 
declare any act of Congress unconsti- 
tutional. 

RESOLVED, That when a joint 
committee (of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
and of the Railroad Brotherhoods) 
meet in conference, they outline a 
plan whereby the Railroad Brother- 
hoods unaffiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor may continue to 
act in conjunction with the Federa- 
tion, for the purpose of securing legis- 
lation favorable to the wage-earners 
of our country. 

Later another conference was held 
of representatives from three of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods; P. H. Mor- 
rissy representing the Railroad Train- 
men, H. R. Fuller, Brotherhod of Lo- 
comotive Firemen, and A. B. Garrot- 
son the Order of Railway Conductors, 
with a committee representing the 
American Federation of Labor com- 
posed of Samuel Gompers, James 
O’Connell, W. D. Huber, Frank Mor- 
rison and J. H. Brinkman. 


At this conference the entire mat- 
ter affecting labor’s interests legisla- 
tively considered was gone into. and 
it was decided that a later conference 
should be held at which the Railroad 
Brotherhoods should be represented 
by one man and the Executive Coun- 
cil by one man. H.-R. Fuller and 
President Gompers were selected as 
the respective representatives. 


This conference authorized, and we 
endorsed, the issuance of a circular 
simultaneously by the Railroad 
Brotherhoods and the Federation to 
all bodies affiliated with the Brother- 
hoods and with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. It is not necessary 
here to go into the subject matter of 
that circular, as copies have already 
been furnished you. However, we de- 
sire to state that the conference 
agreed that the representatives of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods and of the 
Federation should unite in every way 
that was agreeable to both bodies to 
secure such legislation as will ensure 
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justice and a “square deal’”’ for labor. 
Your further advice and instructions 
in regard to this matter are necessary. 


On the above portion of the report 
ot the Executive Council the commit- 
tee made the following recomenda- 
tion: We approve the action taken, 
endorse the subject matter and recom- 
mend continuance of action along the 
lines set forth in this report. 


Vice-President Duncan, Chairman 
of the Committee—I move that the 
Economic Program adopted at the 
last convention, with the part added 
in this convention, be printed in full 
in the proceedings of this convention. 





The motion was seconded and car- 
ried. 


Following is the Economic’ Platform 
adopted by the Minneapolis Conven- 
tion and amended by the Norfolk 
Convention: 


1. The abolition of all forms of in- 
voluntary servitude, except as a pun- 
ishment for crime. 


2. Free schools, free text books 
and compulsory education. 


3. Unrelenting protest against the 
issuance and abuse of injunction pro- 
cess in labor disputes. 


4. A workday of not more than 


eight hours in the twenty-four hour 
day. 


5. <A strict recognition of not over 
eight hours per day on all federal, 
state or municipal work and at not 
less than the prevailing per diem 
wage rate of the class of employment 
in the vicinity where the work is per- 
formed. 


6. Release from employment one, 


day in seven. 


7. The abolition of the contract 
system on public work. 


8. The municipal 
* public utilities. 


9. The abolition of the 
shop system. 


ownership of 


sweat 
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10. Sanitary inspection of factory, 
workshop, mine and home. 


11. Liability of employers for in- 
jury ,to body or loss of life. 


12. The nationalization of 
graph and telephone. 


tele- 


13. The passage of anti-child la- 
bor laws in states where they do not 
exist and rigid defence of them where 
they have been enacted into law. 


14. Woman suffrage co-equal with 
man suffrage. 


15. Suitable and plentiful play 
grounds for children in all cities. 


16. The initative and referendum 
and the imperative mandate and right 
of recall. 


17. Continued agitation for the 
public bath system in all cities. 


18. Qualifications jin permits to 
build of all cities and towns, that 
there shall be bathrooms and _ bath- 
room attachments in all houses or 
compartments used for habitation. 


19. We favor a system of finance 
whereby money shall be issued ex- 
clusively by the government, with 
such regulations and restrictions as 
will protect it from manipulation by 
the banking interests for their own 
private gain. 


20. We favor a system of United 
States Government Postal Savings 
Banks. 


Resolution No. 188— 


RESOLVED, That this, the 27th An- 
nual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor thanks the peo- 
ple of Norfolk, Va., for the many hos- 
pitalities and courtesies extended the 
delegates during their stay in this city. 

That the city and State officials, 
business men, clubs, the rank and file 
of organized labor have all contributed 
their portion to make our stay pleas- 
ant and instructive. 

That we thank the daily press for 
the publication given our delibera- 

ons. 


We have enjoyed our stay in the 
“City by the Sea’’ and we shall carry 
back to our homes and constituents 
pleasant memories of the kindnesses 
extended the representatives, and that 
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the convention returns its thanks for 
all courtesies received. 

On motion the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
adopted. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—The in- 
troducer of the resolution has not said 


anything about the ladies. I have 
been asked by the ladies attending 
this convention, both the delegates 


and the wives and daughters of dele- 
gates, to include in the resolution an 
expression of their thanks to the la- 
dies of Norfolk who have done_ so 
much to make their’ stay pleasant 
while in this city.’ With this addition 
I desire to move the adoption of the 
resolution. 


The motion was seconded and car- 
ried, the vote being unanimous. 


Delegate Ryan—That completes the 
report, which is respectfuliy suomitted 
and signed by the entire committee. 

‘ JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman. 

W. D. RYAN, Secretary. 
D. D. MULCAHY. 

T. M. GUERIN. 

W. L. A. JOHNSON. 
EDW. HIRSCH. 
GEORGE R. FRENCH. 
JOHN O’NEILL. 

T. V. O’CONNOR. 

J. T. WILSON. 
EDWARD COHEN. 
EDW. W. POTTER. 
JEROME JONES. 
LEE M. HART. 

JOHN GORMAN. 


Vice-President Duncan — Being 
obliged to leave the _ city, Delegate 
Tobin asked me to read the following 
report of the Special Committee of 
which he was chairman. I therefore 
beg to submit the following: 


Norfolk, Virginia, Nov. 22, ’07. 

Your Special Committee appointed 
for the purpose of promoting union 
labels, in eonference with the repre- 
sentatives of the American Society of 
Equity, finds that this Society has a 
membership approximating one hun- 
dred thousand, largely in the middle 
States. This organization has a label 
and contemplates introducing a label 
bearing a new design. 
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Your committee also finds that the 
Farmers’ Educational and Co-opera- 
tive Union of America has a member- 
ship of one million five hundred thou- 
sand, located principally in Texas and 
adjoining States. This organization 
also has a label, which has been en- 
dorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor. 


We learn that friendly relations ex- 
ist between the two organiaztions of 


Farmers that may result in their 
amalgamation or a joint agreement 
upon one label. 

We find that there is a rapidly 


growing bond of common interest be- 
tween the organized farmers and or- 
ganized labor, and an_ enthusiastic 
support given to the labels of the pro- 
ducing farmers and the trades union- 
ists. 


Your committee recommends that 
the fullest, possible support be given 
to the organized farmers, and hat 
the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor be empow- 
ered to endorse a label to represent 
the united farmers, or a joint label if 
agreed upon, in the event of such label 
or labels being agreed upon prior to 
the next convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


We further recommend that the 
Executive Council appoint a represen- 
tative of the American Federation of 
Labor to visit conventions of farmers 
as they occur, for the-purpose of con- 


veying trade union information and 
fraternal greetings. 
We conclude our recommendation 


by suggesting that President Gompers 
be instructed by this convention to 
personally attend the next conyention 
of the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
operative Union of America, which is 
to be held in Texas some time early 
in the coming year. 


JOHN F. TOBIN, Chairman. 
JNO. H. BRINKMAN, Secretary. 
J. E. McCRACKEN, 

Cc. W. WOODMAN, 

JAS. P. MAHER, 

HENRY KETTER, 

THOS. F. TRACY. 
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It was moved by Delegate Ketter, 
and seconded, that the report of the 
committee be concurred in. 


President Gompers—It may not be 
possible for me to attend that con- 
vention. 


Treasurer Lennon—I move as an 
amendment that the President at- 
tend or designate some one to attend 
in his place. 


The amendment was seconded and 
carried, and the report of the com- 
mittee as amended, was adopted. 


Delegate Lynch, for the Special 
Committee on Co-operation with the 
American Society of Equity, reported 
as follows: 


Your committee appointed to de- 
vise plans for further co-operation 
with the American Society of Equity 
along national and international lines, 
has conferred with the representa- 
tives of the American Society of 
Equity, and find that it is the desire 
of that organization to secure’ the 
support of organized labor in the es- 
tablishment of equity exchanges, that 
is stores in which the product of the 
farmers will be offered for sale to the 
consumer without the intervention or 
assistance of the commission house; 
thus, in the opinion of the American 
Society of Equity, eliminating the 
non-producer and his profits. Un- 
doubtedly these equity exchanges 
would offer favorable opportunity for 
the sale of all union labeled articles, in- 
cluding the produce of the farm, but 
at the same time, it must be borne in 
mind that there are thousands of fair 
merchants who now employ union 
clerks and keep on sale union-made 
and. labeled articles, and any plan of 
co-operation for the establishment of 
equity exchanges should embrace con- 
sideration for the interests of these 
fair merchants. . 


We, therefore, recommend that the 
matter of co-operation with the 
American Society of Equity in the es- 
tablishment of equity exchanges, be 
referred to the various State and City 
Central Bodies for investigation and 
action. 


PROCEEDINGS 


We further recommend that the 
resolutions adopted by the Minneap- 
olis Convention be reaffirmed by this 
convention, and so that there may be 
renewed interest in and understanding 
of the position and declarations of 
the Minneapolis Convention we re- 
produce herewith and make a part of 
this report the resolutions adopted by 
the Twenty-sixth convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, as fol- 
lows: 


RESOLVED, That we call upon the 
wage workers ‘still outside the fold of 
our union to affiliate therewith, and 
we urge the unaffiliated farmers to 
cast their lot with. the farmers’ or- 
ganizations, in order to promote the 
mutual interests of both; and 

RESOLVED, That we recommend 
to our members everywhere to de- 
mand the products of the farm, gar- 
den and orchard, that bear the label 
of the farmers’ organization. as the 
farmers have assured us they will do 
by vroducts bearing the labels of our 
trade unions; and 

RESOLVED, In order to carry into 
effect this mutual understanding that 
our local unions and city central 
bodies when callc@ upon by the rep- 
resentatives of the farmers’ organiza- 
tion, appoint committees to co-operate 
with them in the effort to promote 
the demand for union labeled pro- 
ducts, and that a fraternal interchange 
of delegates be continued between the 
trade unions and the farmers’ organ- 
ization. both at national and State 
convention. 

Respectfully submitted: 


JAMES M. LYNCH, Chairman. 
JAMES DUNCAN, Secretary. 
P. F. DUFFY. 

J. E. STRAIT, 

JAS. J. CREAMER, 

DAN’L J. KEEFE, 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was adopted as read, 


Delegate Andersen stated that Dele- 
gate McKee had assisted him in se- 
curing a British flag to add to the 
decorations of the hall. He stated 
that it had been secured from the U. 
S. battleship Minnesota, and requested 
of the officers that it be safely re- 
turned, with a letter of thanks to the 
officer who so kindly allowed it to be 
used during the convention. 


President Gompers announced that 
the request would be complied with. 
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Delegate Driscoll, for the Com- 
mittee on Organization, reported as 
follows: 


Resolution No. 186—By Delegate 
Lee M. Hart, Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes’ International Alliance: 


“THEREAS. The Actors’ National 
Protective Union finds it difficult to 
thoroughly organize their trade by 
reason of obstacles peculiar to their 
trade over which they have no con- 
trol, 

It is hereby recommended by the 
27th Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor that other 
organizations operating in the amuse- 
ment enterprises such as_ theatres, 
etc., give special consideration to the 
possibility of giving aid to the Actors 
National Protective Union in so far as 
it is possible and consistent with the 
interests and law of such other or- 
ranizations. 

The committee concurred in the 
resolution. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


In the absence of Delegate Russell, 
Secretary of the Committee on Edu- 
cation, Delegate Swartz made the 
*ollowing report: 


On various portions of the report of 
the Executive Council referred to the 
committee, we recommend the fol- 
lowing: 


PLEDGED TO RUSSIAN FREEDOM. 


We desire to report that at our 
meeting last March the official repre- 
sentatives of the movement for’ the 
freedom of Rutussia’s workmen were 
present, Messrs. Aladyn and Tchykov- 
sky, and requested the active assist- 
ance of the organized workmen of 
America in their efforts to secure re- 
forms in the land of the Czar. What 
they particularly desire and aim to 
secure are political amnesty, revision 
of all exceptional laws, a responsible 
ministry, and the introduction of ele- 
mentary constitutional government. 


These matters were discussed at 
length, and the preambles and reso- 
lutions adopted were published in the 
May, 1907, issue of the “American 
Federationist.” 


We urge the approval of this con- 


vention of the action we took in this 
matter. 


Your committee endorses the action 
taken by the Executive Council, and 
recommends that the convention ex- 
press its hearty approval of said ac- 
tion. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE. 


The last convention directed that 
we make an investigation relative to 
evasion and: disregard of the laws of 
the States and city ordinances rela- 
tive to the protection of human life, 
of men engaged in constructive works 
on buildings, and to have prepared a 
bill in statutory form to cover all 
States and Territories with a view to 
obtain simultaneous enactment of a 
law in every State, Territory, posses- 
sion or dependency of the United 
States, for the protection of human 
life and limb; and that a further in- 
vestigation be made regarding the so- 
called ‘‘Casualty Companies,’ wnether 
these companies are engaged in such 
operations “which tend to defeat the 
ends of justice and proper protection 
of human life.” 


In conformity with your instruc- 
tions, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source, informa- 
tion relative to these matters. We 
have secured considerable interesting 
and valuable data, but“it is incom- 
plete. The Executive Council should 
continue making further investigation 
so as to be in a position whereby your 
instructions and purpose may be car- 
ried into effect. 


Your committee recommends that 
the Executive Council complete’ the 
compilation, and thereafter supervise 
the statistical and other information 
referred to. 


On motion the report ef the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Your committee endorses the praise- 
worthy educational efforts and influ- 
ence of President Gompers, as indi- 











346 REPORT OF 
eated in his report under caption 
“Education—Labor—Progress,”’ and 
recommend a more general 
reading and deeper study hence- 


forth of the American Federationist, 
as well as all documents, pamphlets, 
circulars, etc., issued by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Your committee unreservedly en- 
dorses every word of the following 
portion of the President’s report and 
recommends the same to the con- 
vention for its approval: 

AMERICA’S LABOR PRESS. 

I can not adequately express my 
own appreviation and the deep obli- 
gation I feel that our fellow-workers 
owe to the magnificent labor press of 
America. It is of immeasurable value 
to labor to have a regular publication, 
not only to espouse its cause in a spe- 
cific, general, theoretical or academic 
character, but one which will put the 
“best foot forward’’ and express the 


right word at the right time in de- 
fense and in advocacy of labor’s 
rights. The influence of the labor 


press is even as wide if not wider out- 
side of our own ranks than is gener- 
ally known or acknowledged. A bona 
fide labor paper, apart from the direct 
g°0d work which it does, compels the 
general public press to be more decent 
in its consideration of and attitude 
toward our cause and our movement. 
I regard it as an imperative duty 
which all members of organized labor 
should perform to give their moral 
and financial support to the labor 
press of our country. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


In order to emphasize the impor- 
tance of the need for a more hearty 
Support for genuine labor papers than 
they have heretofore been accorded, 
and for the purpose of calling par- 
ticular attention thereto, your com- 
mittee also recommends the reaffirm- 
ation of the following’ resolution, 
which was adopted by the Minneap- 
olis Convention: 


Resolution No. 146—By Sam De 
Nedrey, of the Washington C. L. U., 
of the District of Columbia: 


WHEREAS, The labor papers pub- 
lished in the cities and towns of the 
United States and Canada. have in 
most instances a struggle for existence 


PROCEEDINGS 


for lack of subscribers, and advertisers 
and as they tend to educate and assist 
the labor movement by publishing of- 
ficial accurate labor news that the 
public press of most cities and towns 
will not permit in its columns, it be- 
comes the duty of every labor organ- 
ization and every individual member 
of organized labor to encourage and 
foster such labor papers by liberal 
patronage and every assistance that 
ng possibly rendered; therefore, 
ei 

RESOLVED, That the American 
Federation of Labor, The Interna- 
tional and National Organizations, the 
State Federations, Central Labor 
Unions, and Federal Labor Unions are 
herewith requested to assist such bona 
fide labor journals in their respective 
localities by endeavoring to increase 
the circulation of said journals, and 


also by patronizing the job printing 
offices where such.job offices are 
owned by the paper or labor organ- 
izations, as such printing offices are 
thorough union’ establishments in 
every department, and by so doing 
tend to increase the influa@nce that a 
bona fide labor journal generally has 


in a community in assisting and ad- 
vocating the cause that we are banded 
together as union men to uphold. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


JAMESTOWN EXPOSITION. 


Your committee endorses’ those 
portions of the reports of the Presi- 
and the Executive Council headed, 
“American Federation of Labor Px- 
hibit at Jamestown.” 


While organized labor may with 
pardonable pride find real cause for 
gratification in the fact that union 
labor’s exhibit was awarded the gold 
medal, the committee, nevertheless, 
would feel that jt had not done its full 
duty if it did not mention, in passing, 
the deplorable lack of enterprise on 
part of many unions which with ben- 
efit to themselves and value to the 
labor movement, could have exhibited 
the product of their handicraft at the 
exposition, yet failed to do so. It is 
to be hoped that this neglect will not 
be a conspicuous feature of similar 
events in the future. 


On the other hand, the committee 
takes unfeigned pleasure in praising 
the magnificent showing made by the 
comparatively few, unions responsible 
for the masterpieces of unsurpassed 
skill and art which adorn the Ameri- 
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can Federation of Labor exhibit at 
the exposition. 


Your committee also endorses the 
President’s commendation of the work 
of Vice-President Morris in securing 
the co-operation of employers ot 
union labor, thereby making possible 
the splendid display of union labor 
and workmanship, which excited un- 
stinted favorable comment from vis- 
itors to the exposition. 


Your committee earnestly recom- 
mends that the convention voice its 
sentiments by highly commending the 
efforts of all who aided in making the 
Federation’s exhibit the pronounced 
success it is; and the committee fur- 
ther recommends that a sincere vote 
of thanks be given to Vice-President 
Morris, the unions, the employers, 
and all taking part at the exposition 
in behalf of organized labor. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Delegate Swartz—That complete? 
the report, which is signed by the en- 
tire committee. 


JOSEPH VALENTINE, Chairman. 
DANIEL L. RUSSELL, Secretary. 
ELIAS BREIDENBACH. 

Cc. W. WOODMAN. 

J. F. WINKLER. 

A. M. SWARTZ. 

HUGH STEVENSON. 

CHAS. W. PETRY. 

J. J. McCAFFERTY. 

J. J. MOCKLER. 

GEORGE F. DUNN. 

WALTER WEST. 

JOHN H. WALLACE. 

P. F. HOLTON. 

J. L. GERNON. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee as a whole, as amended, was 
concurred in. 


Delegate Marx, for the Special Com- 
mittee on Convict Labor Evils, re- 
ported as follows: 


Your Special Committee on Convict 


Labor Evils, begs leave to report that 
it has considered the clause in Presi- 
dent Gompers’ annual report on the 
bill pending before Congress on con- 
vict labor, and commend the Execu- 
tive Council in its efforts to secure the 
passage of the measure. We also urge 
that this activity be continued. 


The committee recommends the 
adoption of the following resolutions: 


RESOLVED, By the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, that the Executive Council 
be instructed to take up the question 
of convict labor with all political par- 
ties, National or State, and endeavor 
to have them insert a plank in their 
platform to abolish the system of 
convict lah-r known as the contract 
system; and, be it further 


RESOLVED, That a copy of thesa 
resolutions be sent to all unions, na- 
tional and -international, and to all 
State and Central bodies: and be it 
further 


RESOLVED, That all international, 
national, State and Central bodies be 
reevested to sdnd copies of this reso- 
lution to their local unions and af- 
filiated bodies; that they take up the 
question of national and State issues 
in their respective home cities and 
States, and urge all political parties 
to insert a plank in their platforms 
to abolish all systems of contract la- 
bor where it comes in competition 
with free labor. 


On motion the report of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 


Delegate Marx—That completes the 
report, which is signed by the entire 
committee. 


ANDY MARX, 
W. W. WHITE, 
HORACE JOHNSON. 


At the request of President Gom- 
pers, Fraternal Delegate Hodge, from 
the British Trades Union Congress, 
and Fraternal Delegate Trotter, from 
the Canadian Trades and Labor Con- 
gress, addressed the convention. Both 
expressed pleasure in being able t6 
attend the sessions of the convention, 
thanked the delegates for their kind- 
ness and courtesy to them, and ex- 
pressed the hope that at some future 
date they might again have tne pleas- 
ure of attending a convention of the 
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American Federation of Labor. 


President Gompers stated that he 
desired to request the officers of af- 
filiated organizations to see that at 
least some of the special assesment 
provided for be forwarded to the 
headquarters of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Vice-President 


O’Connell moved 


PROCEEDINGS 


that the convention adjourn sine die. 


Before the question was put, Presi- 
dent Gompers made a brief address 
to the convention. 


All the delegates then arose, joined 
hands and were led in singing ‘‘Auld 
Lang Syne” by Fraternal Delegate 
Hodge. , 


The convention was then adjourned 
sine die. 
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ADDENDA. 


In the report of the Committee on Building Trades, on page 303,the word “sections” 
should not appear in the twenty-second line. The report, as adopted, is as follows: 


We, your Committee on Building Trades, find that in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Executive Council relative to conference held between subcommittees represent- 
ing the Executive Council and the Structural Trades Alliance. 

The committee having given the subject its earnest consideration and believing it to be 
to the best interest of the labor movement in’ general that it be under the one head. 

We, therefore, recommend to the twenty-seventh annual convention that a department 
of building trades of the A. F. of L. be created; said department to be chartered by the 
A. F. of L. to be composed of bona fide National and International Building Trades Organiza- 
tions, duly chartered as such by the A. F. of L. and to be given autonomy over tne Building 
Trades ; with authority to issue\charters to local Building Trades sections; said sections and 
Central body to be affiliated to the A. F. of L. to be composed of bona fide local unions and 
recognized as such in the Building Trades. 

We further recommend that all local unions of the B. T. S. shall be affiliated with 
Central bodies of the A. F. of L. 


o 
The report of the Granite Cutters’ International Association, appearing in the Secre- 
tary’s report on page 62, should read as follows: 


Granite Cutters.—Charters issued, 17; surrendered, 6 (due to finish of jobs). Gain in mem- 
bership, 657. Number of strikes, 14; won, 13; 1 pending. Number of persons involved, 
1,825; benefited, 1,825. Cost of strikes, $18,721.10. Secured 7 per cent increase in 
wages, where new agreements were made, owing to the expiration of old ones. Gains 
in other respects: Saturday half-holiday in many instances; better regulation of pay 
days; successful contentions against overbearing foremen, and better regulation of ma- 
chines. Adjustments secured by conference in some instances, without recourse to 
strike. No reduction in wages. During the past ten years the organization has se- 
cured weekly and two weekly pay days, reduction in working hours from 9 to 8 and 
a wage increase of 23 per cent. An age benefit has been established. Death benefits, 
$19,727.08. 








